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PREFACE 


% 

The Jalpaiguri District Gazetteer is the eleventh in* the series 
of*^est Bengal District pazetteers. An early Gazetteer on" this" 

* district was*written by J. F. Gtuning in the series, Eastern Bengal 
and Assam District Gazetteers — Jalpaiguri. prftited at AllalTabad 

• in ISif;, The District Census Handbook, J95I — Ja}paii>uri by 

• Asok Mitra. ICS (Retd.), presented further information. 

_ « 

The present volume was part of the Scheme for Revision or 
^j^^zetteers. jointly originated by the Governments of India and 
’ West Bengal. Its writing began in 1973; it was completed in 

♦ 1974 aijd sent to press in 1978. Exigencies of power supply and 
other problems in the printing industry have regrettably delayed 

. its publication, The Central Government part of the scheme 
came to an end in 1981. Unlike previous volumes, the volume is 
being published solely from the resources of the Government of 
West'Bengal. 

I have the pleasant duty of recording this office's gratefulness 
lo various officers iind members of the staff of the District 
Gazetteers Unit for their part in the publication of this volume, 
which was sent to the press before I took up my duties here. 
Shn A.'M. Kusari, IAS (Retd.), originated the plan and edited 
the entire draft, before it went to press. Under the previous 
practice in thi^ office, his name would have appeared as Editor 

J of this volume. Dr. Birendra Kumar Bhattachafya, IAS (Retd.), 
and Shri’Bimal Ranjan Chakraborti. IAS, who were his successors 
have contributed to editing the volume. ’ 

, The foilowiifg officers made preliminary drafts. Chapters I, VL 

• VIII, Xni, XlV-XVfl and XIX were written by Dr. Sankarananda 
Mukerji, WBCS. thep Assistant Editor and at present Assistant 
Secretary, Finance Department, Government of West Bengal. 
Chapters II and III, XI and the second part of XVIII were 
written by Shri Pranabranjan Ray. Assistant Editor. Chapters IV 
and V were written by Shri Kiransanker Sengupta, WBCS. 

' Research Officer (Retd.). Chapters VII, IX, X and XII and 
the first part of XVIIT were written by Shri Satyaraiijan Sengupta, - 
Assistant Editor. The bibliography and index have been prepared 
by Smt, Subha Sorn. at present Research Officer. 



The draft chapters were sent to New Delhi for scrutiny by • 
the Central Gazetteers Unit of the Departmeilt of Culture, Ministiy ' 
of Education, on the basis of whose comments certain changes 
have been made and incorporated in the body of the text. They 
were also scrutinized by the members of the Adwsory Committee - 
OtthcWest Bengal District Gazetteers. Thanks of this office are 
-^xtfnded to members at that time. Shri B. Sarkar, ICS (1^.). 
Chairman, Dr. S. B. Choudhury, retired'Vice-Chancelior. Burdwan. 
University and D;. P. C. Gupta, retired Vice-Chancellor, Rabindra 
Bharatf University. 

Photographs of places illustrated in Jhe text have been’supplied 
_ by the Information and Cultural Affilirs Department, Government 
of West Bengal, and of people, by the Cultural Research 'institute, ' 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Welfare Depart men rr — 
Government of West Bengal, . ’ 

The then Head Assistant of this office and all his colleague. - 
notably the Comparers. Copy-Holders. Typists. Stenographers. ' ' 
PrcK)£-Rcadcrs. Publicadon Assistant and Research Assistants 
sincerely cooperated in writing and publishing of this , volume. 

In particular, Shri Debabrata Ray Majumdar, Publication Assistant 
and the publication suff associated with him have exerted them¬ 
selves in seeing the volume through the press; and Shri P. Ray. 
Assistant Editor took much of the load of supervising th^ last 
stages of publication off my shoulders. My thanks are expressed 
to all of them. 

✓ 

We trust that this volume will be useful tp all concerned with 
life and affairs Jalpaiguri district. If some errors do indeed, 
remain and are pointed out to this office, no pains will be spared-" 
to incorporate corrections in later edition or revision of this 
volume. * *, * ' 

« 

^ ‘Barun de 

Honorary State Editor • 


1st July, 1981. 
Calcutta. 
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A D ?Xf: N D U M 


^For adminuifative ica^ioiis the Police Staut)n ot Madarihai wan 
* bifurcated into^the police stations of Madarihat and Biri$3ra on 
the IQtb January 1967. The name of the new Police Station of 
BiTj^ra* does not usually occur in the text. 




CHAPTER T 


• . GENERAL 

Jalpajguri is said to have derived its name from the olive trees 
{Jalpai inTengali) which grew in the town and were seen even 
in 1900- The suMx guri means a place. The name might as 
;j^ell be associated with Jalpei, the presiding deity (^iva) of the 
entire* region .who had been in the minds of men there from time 
immemorial. « 

• 

"We might alSo recall that the Jalpaigun subdivision of Rangpur, 
•so jiamed since 1854, was coterminous with the earlier Sukh^ni 
Subdivision and it was the nucleus of the district formed in 1869. 
The focal name of a place like Jalpaiguri, which happened to be 
the aeat of a military cantonment, thus gave first its name to the 
subdivision and then to the district. Earlier in March 1849, 
Hooker had arrived at Jeelpigoree, which was then ‘a large 
straggling village near the banks of the Teesta, a good way south 
of the forest’ and at this place according to him, ‘we were detained 
Cot several days, waiting for elephants with which to proceed 
tiorthwards.’ Naturally. ‘Jeelpigoree’ was then a point of tranship- 
rrient in an area covered by forests. 

The district lies between 26“ 16' and 27® O' north latitude and 
between 88® 4' and 89* 53' east longitude. It comprises an area 
of 6,245 sq.km, as on 1 J^ly 1971. 

It'had a population of 17,50,159 according to the census of 
1971 showing a percentage increase of 28.90 over the decade 
beginning wltK 1961. ' 

The present district* consfets of the Western Duars since 1865 
^ind the Jalpaiguri and Rajganj thanas of Rangpur district since 
1869. The district so fonned in 1869 is bounded in the north by 
the Darjiling district 'and Bhutan, in the east by Assam, in the 
south by Rangpur district in Bangladesh and Koch Bihar district 
and in the west by Darjiling district and part of Bangladesh. 
The respective areas of* the two subdivisions of the district, Sadar 
and Alipur Duars, have varied from decade to decade as will 
appear from- table 1. 


I^TRODUC^OR▼ 

Origin of the na:^*e 


I.ocai!on, 

boundaries. 

etc. 



VARIATION IN AREA. VIMAGE. POPUIATION IN 
JAI.PAIGURI DISTRICT : I881-J971 


JALPAIGURI 



division 1,170 314 2,71,914 • 1,396 266 4^0.825 3373.7 /111 10,15,437 

T ' (1,317 sq, miles) 

Ajipur Duar.s ‘ ’ * , * ' 

Subdivision 1.176 127 44.661 ‘ 1,031 146 •2,43.231 2.787.5 343 7.34.722 

(1.088 sq. miles) ^ 
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♦ The Ui Strict has two well defined areas differing both in history * History of the 
^and in administration. The older portion, mostly to the west of * 

*the^Tista. is a permanently settled area, i.e. settled permanently unit 
with Zamindars since 1793. The area to the east of the Tista is^ 
known as the Western Duars and is a strip of submontane • , • 

country. Until the Constitution^ of India came into force on 26 ' 

January 1950, the Western Duars of the district like the Darjiling 
•district was included in the list of Scheduled Districts'under the 
Scheduled Districts Act of 1874. The early history in this con¬ 
nexion may ba traced from the East Indian Company Act, 1773, 
known as the Regulating Act, wMjh conferred legislative powers 
upon the Governor-General in Council for the first time. The • . 

Western Duars area was outside the regulated zone, and under 
executive orders of Government some of the laws of the regulated 
territory were applied to this area. The Scheduled Districts Act 
of 1874'provided for application of some of the laws of the 
regulated territories to this district. The Government of India 
Act of 1*919 declared the Darjiling district, the Duars and Jalpai- 
guri to be backward areas and the Governor-General was given 
powers to issue notifications directing that an Act of the Indian 
legislature shall not apply in those areas except with such modi- 
gcations and exceptions as he may direct. He was also em¬ 
powered to authorize the Governor to issue similar notification in 
respect of arf Act of the local legislature. This position was a little 
modified by section 92 of the Government of India Act by which 
the Governor of the province was required specially to promulgate 
rile application, of the ordinary laws. Since the promulgation of 
the Indian Constitution th«re is no such thing as a scheduled or 
non-re§ulated district. 

« • 

The district Jjas two^ subdivisions, mamely, Sadar or ^alpaiguri SuhcJivisions, 
and Alipur Duars with tfieir headquarters at Jalpaiguri and Alipur 
Duar respectively.* Mp.aiguri is also the* headquarters of the 
district and of the division t)f the same name. The Sadar sub¬ 
division consists of the pojice stations of Jalpaiguri, Rajganj. 

Mainaguri. Nagrakata, Dhupguri, Mai and Matiali. while the 
Alipur Duars subdivision consists of the police stations of 
Madarihat, Faliikata, Kalchini, Alipur Duar and Kumargram. 


• When formal, the district had •wo subdivisions, namely, Sadar and 
FJlSkSta, sqfarated by the JaldhSkS riVer. * • 
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There are in all 13 Development Blocks coterminous with the 
thanas, except Alipur Duar which is divided into two, namely, • 
Alipur Dunr I and Alipur Duar II Blocle^! The Zilla Parisliad 
-^ame into being on 23 October 1964. *Anchalik Parishads 
nuihber 13, each Parishad having jurisdiction over a Block. There 
are also 93 Anchal Panchayats and 575 Gram Panchayats. The 
total number of mauzas borne on the jurisdiction list is 802, of 
which only 14 are uninhabited. Inhabited mauzas number 774; 
14 mauzos have been fully included in the urban ereas. 

Apart from the two municipal towns of Jalpaiguri and Alipur 
Duar, there are six non-municipal towns like Alipuf Duar Railway 
Junction, Dhupguri. Domohani. Falakata, Mainaguri and Mai- 
according to the Census of 1971. # ' ’ 


(;])anges in 
totale ol ad- 
mi ii.uration 


Changes in 

componeiii 

parts 

Boundary 

disputes 


The district had many administrative changes since its forma¬ 
tion in 1869. The Commissioner of the Koch Bihar, division 
was at first the controlling authority in respect of civil and 
criminal matters. The district was included under different divi¬ 
sions successively for administrative convenience. Table 2 shows 
the divisions under which the district Vas placed in the past. 

There had also been changes in internal jurisdiction. Table 3 
illustrates such changes. * 

« 

The revenue survey and demarcation were carried out by Mr. J. 
H. O.’Donel in 1866, who defined, surveyed and fixed the correct 
boundary for the first time. Then Bhutr^i boundary maps on 
scales of 4-inchcs and 8-inches to 1 mile were prepared* ^nder 
Mr. Brownfield in 1885-86. The boundary wa^ re-dftnarcated 
by Capt. G. B. Hodgson in 1891-93 at thf .requefft^of the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal on the basis of Mr. J. H. O.’Donclis demarcation. 
The relay of this section of the boundary was carried o;it by 
Major Hirst in 1907-09 on the bat;is of Hodgson’s boundary. 
The section of boundary between *6. Fs 114 and 116 was 
demarcated by Mr. C, O’Donel in 1919. The same section was 
re-demarcated by Mr. J. Newton in 1930! The missing pillars 
were reconstructed with the help of traverse during 1949-51 
period. The section of India (Jalpaiguri) - Bhutan boundary 
was jointly demarcated by India and Bhntnn in^ 1969-71 seasons 
and 4-inches to I mile scale %tjip maps were prepared and 
accepted, by the Plenipotentiaries of the two countries. 
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Table’-2 


DIVISIONS CONTROLLING JALPAIOURI DISTRICT: Ifi69-19G3 
Name of the 

Year Division Headquarters Remarks 


1869' Koch Sihar 


From 8 December 1868, 


f875 Rajsahr- 

Koch Bihar Jalpaiguri 


The change occurred on 10 
September 1875 when the 
two commissionerships * of 
Rajsahi and Koch Bihar 
were placed under a single 
commissioner. 


1883 Rajsahi 


Jalpaiguri* In October 1883 the 

* Maharaja of Koch Bihar 

attained majority and took 
charge of his State on and 
from 8 November 1883. 
Hence, Koch BihanRajsahi 

Division was abolished. 


1947* Presidency 


Calcutta t 


*1963 Jalpaiguri Jalpaiguri 


The change took place 
during the Partition of 
India, The new division 
was * formed with effect 
from 17 August 1947. 

From 4 march 1963. 


** In 1885 the headquarters was temporarily shifted to Rampur- 
Bo all a in Rajsahi as the office at Jalpaiguri was gutted by fire. 
It was taken back ip Jalpaiguri in 1888. # 

t There was a second headquarter at Jalpaiguri for northern 
districts. • * * • 
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Table — 3 

1 « 

CHANGES IN INTERNAL |URISDICTI0N6 IN jALPAlGURI 
DISTRICT : 1870-19S5 

Year Type of Changes » ^Remarks 


1870 


1874 


1876 Subdivisional headquarter removed 
from Buxa to Alipur Duar and re¬ 
named Alipur Duars subdivision 

1888 Nagrakata outpost transferred from 
Alipur Duars subdivision to Sadar 
subdivision, the revenue jurisdiction 
remaining within Alipur Duars sub¬ 
division 25 July 1888 

1895 Portion of Thana Salbari lying west, 
of the rivers Duduya and Rchti was 
transferred to Sadar subdivision. The 

two * rivers formed the boundary, 'u * ' 
between the two subdivisions 2 September 1895 

1896 Duduya, Kalua and Rehti dedared * 

to be the boundary between two 
subdivisions 27 July 1896 

1935 Sadar subdivision was declared to 
include the areas of the police stations 
•of Boda, Pachagarh. DehTganj, Raj*^ . 
ganj, Titalya, Patgram. Mainaguri. 

Nag'iikata. Dhupguri. -Ma! and 

Matiali ^ 22 January 1935 


Area comprising Patgram police 
station included in the Falakata 
subdivision of the dist^ct From 1 April 1870 

Subdivisional headquarter removed 
from Fal^ata to Buxa and the name 
changed to Buxa (Bhalka) sub¬ 


division 


18 April 1874 
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Another boundary problem on the Koch Bihlir side cropped 
up in 1895 when Koch Bihar was a princely State. Both sides 
agreed to abide by .the line shown in O’Donel’s map of 1868-70. 
The relaying was accepted in 1899 and the readjustment finalised 
in 1901. The matter was reopened in 1910 and the map was . 
relaid in 1910-11, by O. J. HSrt of the Survey Department of 
the Bengal Government. Hart’s work was accepted by the , 
Maharaja of ‘Koch Bihar and confirmed by the Government of 
India in November 1914 and April 1915 respectively. 

,Under the*RadcIiffe Award Iht southern police stations of 
Tilalya. Pachagarh. Bod5. DebTg3nj and Patgram comprising a 
total area of *672 sq. miles were transferred to East Pakistan 
(now Bangladesh). , 

Siuce 1950 some'^changes have also taken place In the jurisdiction 
of the« distrtet. Some enclaves have been transferred from 
Koch Bihar to this district. 17 chhirs of the Haldibari police 
station •were transferred to the Jalpaiguri police station in 1952. 

A further adjustment of the district boundaries between Koch 
Bihar and Jalpaiguri has taken place in 1955 and 34 chhits were 
transferred to Jalpaiguri^ from Koch Bihur. 

'In course of demarcation of (he buutidaiy Ijclweeu Jalpaiguri 
'and Dinajpur districts, a dispute was raised by Pakistan regarding 
South BeruJ)ari Union No. 12 of Jalpaiguri police station, claiming 
that the entire Union should be included in Pakistan as per 
Radcliffe • Award. The dispute was solved by Nehru-Noon 
Agreement of September. 1958 which says: 

Beruh^fri Union No." 12 ^ 

t’* 

“Thif will l5e- so divided as to give half the area to Pakistan 
the other halt*adjaceut to India being retained by tndta. The 
division of Berubari Union No. 12 will be Ijorizontal. starting from 
the north-east comer *of* Debiganj thana. The division should be 
made in such a manner that the Koch Bihar enclaves between 
‘ Pachagar thana of East Pakistan and Berubari Union No. 12 of 
Jalpaiguri thana of West Bengal will remain connected as at 
. present with Indian ‘territory and will remain with India. The 
Koch Bihar enclaves lower down between Boda thana of East 
Pakistan and Berubari Union No, 12 will be exchanged along 
with the general exchange of enclaves^and will go to Pakistan.”* 

J </. B. Ray —Census 1961 ! West Itenga! : District ^Handbook 

Jalpaiguri, CaUuua. 1969, p. *11. 
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However, as per agreement signed between India and Bangladesh 
(former East Pakistan) on 16 May 1974, India will retain the*' 
southern half of South Berubari Union Nc< J2 and the adjacent 
enclaves, measuring an area of 2.64 sq. miles approximately, 
and in exchange Bangladesh will retain the Dahagram and 
Angarpota enclaves. India will kase in perpetuity to BangKdesh 
an area of 178 m. x 85 m. near Tin Bigha to connect Dahagram • 
with Panbari mouza (P. S. Patgram) of Bangladesh. 

The district has a rectangular shape, the length being from 
west to east, The present Sed of the Mahananda which is 
approximately situated over the old bed of Tista formed the 
western boundary before 1787. After 1787 the Mahananda ber 
came the western boundary, while the eastern ooundary is formed 
by the Sankosh, The area west of the Tista is covered by a 
slightly undulating expanse of paddy fields and bushy jungles. 
It contains groves of bamboos, betelnut palms, jack-fniit trees 
and hamlets. The area has very little waste land. The Sadar 
subdivision has an extensive tract of about 77 miles of .m forests, 
situated about 12 miles north-west of Jalpaiguri town. In the 
cold weather — specially in November and December — a magni¬ 
ficent view of the Darjiling Himalayas including the Kanchenjunga 
can be had from this place. The tract east ot the Tista 
presents the look of a flat strip of country. The Tista itself has 
some char lands growing valuable timber, but in the' floods of 
1950 and 1958 most of the char lands had been washed away. 
The Western Duars have many river^ and streams intersecting 
the area in every direction. There are alSo large areas of idl 
forests, heavy grass and reed jungle interspersed w*th''wild 
cardamoms. The banks of jivers and streams' ^w tall grass 
and reeds. There are also cotton plants growing in the area. 
The entire area is fulhof tea gardens covert by thick tea bushes 
all around. In between the tea gardens .there are some bungalows 
of the personnel connected with tea. Human settlements have, 
grown at the crossings and junctions'* of roads. The scenery to 
the north of the Duars is picturesque, specially where the large 
rivers debouch into the plains. 

The most impressive forests are between the Dima and the 
Jayanti and between the Jayanti and the Sankosh. The'reserved 
forests with small patches^ of cultivated lands and villages can be 
seen at these places. They gq_ up Ho the hills, specially in areas 
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like Buxa and Sinchula and Sachaphu. The forests to the west 
of Torsa, namely. ChSp.ramari, Garumara and Maraghat present 
a splendid sight. Sncit views are also presented by the NTlparzu 
and Chilapata-Mendabari forests between the Tofsa and the Dima 
and the Jay anti and Sachaphu ^ forests between the Dima and 
Sankosh. The Alipur-Buxa road also presents a wonderful view 
with its Sal, saj, champ, si da and other trees growing high on both 
sides of the road. Tn the Sachaphu forest orchids come out in 
March and April. 

• 

The Buxa ai^a is the only mountainous tract of the district. 
Chhota Sinchula (5.6950. one of the highest peaks of the Sinchula 
range, offers a splejdid view all around. Numerous rivers artd 
streams interswt the extensive tracts of W and other forests 
reaching'’up to the hills. The Sinchula range has an elevation 
between 4.000' and 6.000', the highest peak Renigango being 
6.222' above sea level. Below Sinchula and on a range of hills 
between 1.659' and 2.457' is situated the former political prisoners’ 
camp which was located in the erstwhile Buxa cantonment. The 
Sinchula is much wooded# though it can be reached by men and 
tfe*beasts ot burden from all sides. 

The rivers*which are numerous and flow north-south, originate 
from Sfkkim. Bhutan and Darjiling hills (except Torsa which 
originates from Tibet), and can be divided into two systems, 
namely, the Brahmaputra river system and the Ganga river system. 
The Brahmaputra riv^er system contains the following rivers, 
namcivj Tista (with its tributaries), Jaldhaka, Torsa. '^Kaljani, 
Raiddc amd Sankosh. while the Ganga river system contains the 
Mahananda its tributaries. Some of the main rivers are 

described below. 

The Mahananda, originating at Chimli at an altitude of 2.060 m. 
Of 6.763' in the Darjiling district and flowing in a southerly 
direction, alters its course slightly at Siliguri and then enters the 
Jalpaiguri district, remaining there for some distance. It has a 
total catchment area of 25,043 sq. km. (9.669 sq. miles) at its 
confluence with the Ganga out of which 6.755 sq. km. (2.608 
sq. miles) *Iies in West -Bengal.' 

1 s. K. Roy—•‘Flood ControV in Advanced course on* Flood ^Control, 

Drainage if Irrisation for Polyteehnic Teachers, June, I97J, Jalpaiguri 

Polytechnic Institute, Jalpliguri, 1973. (cyclostyled). p. 4. 
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The River system 
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The river also goes by the name of Mahanadi which is said 
' to be a Bengali corruption of the Lepcha word Mahaldi.' 

. Dr. Francis Buchanan Hamilton writing in 1809 thus narfates 
the course of the river within the district. So far as the river 
continues on the frontier of the district, it is inconsiderable. It 
has. indeed, a channel of no small size, being perhaps 300 yards 
wide: bub in the dry season the quantity of water is trifling, Md 
even in the highest floods does not rise over the tanks. It rises 
suddenly and falls quickly, so that boats do .not attempt to 
navigate it; and even in the rainy season it is only frequented by 
canoes, which ascend with d’fflculty. but aid in floating down a 
little timber. In dry weather its stream is beautifully clear. 
The river also receives at various points three small branches', 
which arise from springs in the fields of Sarihyasikata. They are 
called Trinai. Ronchondi and the divided courses* of'Chokor and 
Dauk. 

The Tista is the largest rivet of North Bengal and passes 
through this district. It originates from the glaciers of North 
Sikkim at an altitude of 6.400 metres (71.000'). Large parts of 
Sikkim and Darjiling district form its .catchment before it enters 
the plain.s near Sivok. It enters the district at its north-'west 
corner. It is formed mainly by the union of two streams, Lachen 
and Lachung at Chunthang in Sikkim. It flows through 
Baikutithapur and by the east of Jalpaiguri town. It has been 
identified with the Vedic Sadamra? though such Identification 
cannot be fully accepted.^ It has been suggested that Sadcmlra 
formed the western boundary of Prggjyotishpur (Assam) during 
the ancient days, that the Kosala king fought mth the l^is_ on 
its bank, that this river was known as Karatpya in the^ ruranic 
days, that Karatoya has been mentioned in the MahdhMrata and 
that Mahasthangarh (now in Bogra in'Bangladesh) was situated 
on the bank of the Karatoya. The Chinaie pilgrirti Yuan Chwang 
crossed this river to go lo Priigjyelishpur.* It is said that the 


1 I. F. Grunins — Eastern Bengnt .nrf District C.aKUccfs: 

a c’^^"'^anval'—'^'nstfi-Karaloyar Rflp-rekhS'.(in Bengali) in Jalpittgnrt 

I960 p 45 • “Sadanna cannot be satiseactorily identified. ^ 

* Yuan Chwane went from paundravardhana to Kamarfipa^ in Januaiv 
lebniary of A.D Cunninfjliam says, I into th^ the capital 

visited bv Hwen Tssanc was not Gob at i. in the valley_of the Brahmaputra, 
but Kamatipuira, in ihc Indian di^nict of Kiisa-Vih^a, The great river 
crossed pilgrim would ihercfore be the Tista, an^d not , the 

Lahmaputra” (Fide A. Cunningham — The Anaent Cen^raphy of India, 
Varanasi, 1965, reprint, p, 422). 
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Bodos named this river Tista or Disi.i as in the Bodo language 
V and di stand for water. It has been suggested that Sadanlra is ’ 
rendered as Tista in 4fic Bodo language. It is .said that the. 
TistfuKaratoya of the plains took the name of Korto when the 
Koches came down to Pragjyotishpur. while the name of the 
river in the hills reoiained Tista. ‘ 

. .The western and southern regions of the catchment are formed 
of softer phylhtic strata. These strata being of sedimentary 
origin* are liable to slip and slide along planes of unstable joints 
whep the geological formation dips at an angle greater than the 
slc^e of the hil^s. The hill streams have a gradient as steep as 
1 in 16. The cataract of the Himalayan rivers leads to the increase 
ft sadimeht varying from boulder to coarse sand. Moving down 
the stream they are' converted by the process of attrition into 
sand and* silt, ‘Seismic movements of the area also loosen the 
hill sides, causing rock slides and further increasing the silt deposi* 
tion in the river. Man-made causes like shifting cultivation, 
deforestation and open grazing on the hill slopes also accelerate 
soil erosion and deposition of silt. 

The Tista after being, fed by several tributaries in the 
HimSiayan and sub-IIIinalayan regions, h iiaiiow and deep, 
before entering the plains near Sivok. After entering the plains, 
it is, however/* considerably wide ranging from 3.2 km. to 10.8 km. 
(2 miles‘to about 7 miles). In the sub-Himnlayan plains, it is 
again joined* by several tributaries, namely. LIsh, Gish. Chel and 
Neora from the north-eastern and Karairi from the north-western 
sides.* , 

The Tista has been clianging its course for years. The'•follow¬ 
ing suMmgry report explains the Tista-Karatoya river system 
as obtaining^ withip the district.^ . 

* 4 

1. Tista and* Karatoya are names of the same river in the hills. 

2. Prior to 1787 the two ri'Aers jointly used to empty themselves 

^ first into the Gariga and then into the sea. 

3. Along with the floods there might have been earthquakes 
in the area in 1787 resulting in great landslips and bringing 
about changes in the hills to the north and south of Sivok. 


» K. N. Kapoor—'Flood Comrol with Special JReference to River Tista’ 
in Advanced Course on Flood Control, Dramage and Irrigation for 
Polytechnic Teachers, June, 197>. J^paigxxri Polytechnic Institute, 
JalpSiguri. • 

» C. C. Sanyal — op. cit. pp- S55 54* 
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4. A few miles to the south of SIvok the plains suddenly * 
change to high lands and form the Baikunthapur forest,* 
and hence no connexion could ht established with* the 
Mahananda. 

5- The Tisia carried its waters to the east and passed through 
the Dadai and the Ghargbaria rivers., 

6. The Karatoya went up into the hills of the Baikunthapur 
forest and no connexion remained with the Tista. 

7. The new Tista passed through Mandalghat'and Haldibari 
till it converged with the Karatoya at Debiganj in^ the 
south. But this course of the Tista also dried up as §he 
took up another course. 

. 8. In the floods of 1950 the old Tista went due west and*coiT< 
verged with the Panga-Jamuna rivert and through them 
with the Karatoya. ' * 

9. The wide course of Tista*Karatoya dried up and c/wr.lands 
appeared in the middle. Two courses, namely.* Karatoya 
and Saun. three miles apart from each other, however, 
remained. 

10. The Karala rises two miles to the east of Karatoya in the 
Baikunthapur forest. This river converges with Tista at 
a point south of Jalpaiguri town. It has no connexion 
with the Tista as its source. 

11. During 1827 and 1868»70 the Tista moved further sast, and 
the eastward movement still continues. 

At the time of RennelFs survey (1779) the Tista below 
Jalpaiguri branched off into three channels, namely, the Dhopa- 
Punarbwava to the south-west, the Atrai dife south and the.Jamuna 
to the south-east. These streams then discharged themselves into 
the Ganga. the Atrai being the major channel. There was a 
very small branch of Atrai flowing south-east* known as Tista 
creek which discharged itself into the Prahraaputra system. In 
the period between 1951 and 1963 the average width of the river 
had increased by about 1,500 metres.^ 

Table 4 shows the catchment areas of the river and its tributanes 
at different points. 

The Karala river is one of the tributaries of the river Tista* on 
Its right bank. It originates from the Baikunthapur forest in 
Ra^iganj police station and flows down to the Tista at King’s 
ghat in Jalpaiguri toWh. An area of 54.5 miles drains into 


J S. K. Roy, op. cU. p. t. 
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the Tista through this river. The major part of the catchment 
•of this river is situated in the forest areas of the Baikuriihapur’ 
Range. In the lo^et’ reach the river passes through opea 


Table — 4 

CATCHMENT ARRAS OF TUt TlSlA : [<*73^ 


Name of river ' Location 


Catchment area 
\ Sq. km. Sq. mile 


Calculated 
Peak 
discharge 
(in cusecs) 


Tista 

Si^ow line 
- Range (Sikkim 

2,479 

954 


• 

border) 

Anderson 

6,220 

2,065 

3,92,600 


bridge 

Coronation 

7,612 

2,939 

5,79,300 


bridge 

9.350 

3,113 

6,16,900 


Jalpaiguri 

Bangladesh 

9,270 

3,579 

7,12,870 


border 

Confluence with 

10,205 

3,940 

7.61,130 


Brahmaputra 

12.650 

4,879 

. . 

Lachen. 

1. 

694 

268 

- 68,950 

Lachlwnd chu 


984 

380 

93,400 

Talung cfiu 


. 811 

313 

■ 81,490 

Dik chu 

«»• 

241 

93 

65,280 

Rongni chu 

V 

246 - 

95 

66,330 

Rangpo 


572 

221 

1,24,900 

Great Ranglt 


2,129 

822 

3,13,100 

Ifilii 

• • 

166 

64 

49.320 

Lish 


62 

24 

23.448 

Gish 

Dharla (Chel, 

Mai and 

215 

83 

54,047 

Neora combined) 

684 

264 

1.60,760 

Karala 

% 

U\ 

54.5 

15,920 




' Loc. cit- 
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'^D hard Kara 


C;tmk chxika 


Duduya 


Mujnai 


TorsS 


country with villages and agricultural land by its sides. In the 
last two miles the river flows through Jalpajguri town dividing it 
into two halves, the left bank having administrative offices and 
the right bank being occupied by markets, shopping centres, etc. 

A tributary named Dhardhar^ having a catchment of 5.4 sq. 
, miles falls, into Kara!a within Jalpaiguri town near the hospital. 

Two other tributaries named Chuk chuka and Ruk ruka also 
fall into Karala within the northern extension of Jalpaiguri town 
near the Engineering College.* 

^Duduyii is formed by the combined waters of the Goyerkata,- 
Nanai, Angarbhasha and other small streams, all of which rise 
in the north-west of the Duars. It flows in a south-easterly direc¬ 
tion and then enters the Koch Bihar district. Its principal tribu¬ 
taries are the Kalua or Rehli, Barabank. Dim-Dima and Ta'sati, 
which rise in the Bhutan hills or north of the Duars and join it 
on its east or left bank. 

The Mujnai rises in the sotithern slopes of the Bhutan hills 
near Hantupiira and after winding in a southerly direction enters 
Koch Bihar just below Falakata. 

The Torsa originates in the Chumbi valley in Southern Tibet 
at an elevation of 7.060 metres (23,180'), It flows for about 
144 km, (90 miles) in West Bengal. On leaving West Bengal 
it flows .through BanglMesh and joins the Brahmaputra near 
Nageswari in the Rangpur district. The Raidak and the Sankosh 
rivers joip it on its left bank in Bangladesh before merging into 
the Brahmaputra. The river bifurcates into two*‘courses, namely, 
Chaur Torsa (West) and Sili Torsa (East) just below the Hasiraara 
road bridge. The two courses converga near Putla khawa forest 
in the Koch Bihar district after flowing separately for a distance 
of about 40 km. (25 miles). Before' 1954, Sili Torsa, the eastern 
course, used to carry the major portion of the discharge, but after 
the floods of 1954 Chaur Torsa, the western course, began taking 
a greater portion of the discharge. At present, however, Sili 
Tors^il is the major channnel. The annual rainfall in the.catchment 
areas varies between 380 cm. and 660 cm. (150'' and 260^'). 

Table 5 shows the catchment areas of the river at some points 
within the district. 
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Table — 5 

CAlCHMtN'I' AREAS OF THE TORSA I.\ lALPAICURI 
' ^T)ISTR!CT : 1973 


Location 


Hfisimnra RailV^ay bridge 

Bro<ulgaugc Railway bridge 

« ^ 

This river has started an eastward movement for quite some- 
fhne past. * In 1932-33, there was a menacing movement inasmuch 
as the Forest Range^ headquarters buildings at Nilpara were in 
danger. Prdtecfive embankments were erected in 1934-35, but 
later 1938-39 it was considered futile to erect any more 
embankment and the Range headquarters was shifted further 
east. 


Catchment area Calculated peak 
discharge 


Sq.km. Sq. miles. 
3,968 
4,432 1,711 


(incusecs) 
L532 4,45.360 

4,78,970 


The Kaljnni h formed by the combined waters of the Alaikuri 
and 'Dima, these two taking the name of Kaljani after their 
junction at Alipur Du^. Tt has a course of only a few miles in 
the •district, marking the boundary with the Koch Bihar district. 
It has no important tributary on its right or west bank, but on 
(he left or edst bank it gets the waters of the Nanai, Cheko and 
Gadadhar. The ^Alaikuri is a large river, supplying the greatest 
quantity of water to the The Alaikuri rises in the 

Bhutan hills, and after a southerly and southeasterly course joins 
the DiSia ^t Alipur Duar. Its main tributaries on the west or 
right banl^ are the. G a bur Ba.sra, Buri Basra and Bania rivers and 
on the east or left bank, Nimti jbora and Paror. The Dima 
is a sizable streabi risjng.jn the lower Bhutan hills near Buxa and 
flowing south to its confluence with the Alaikuri. Its important 
tri|?ularies arc the Gram on the right or west bank, and the 
Doria on the left or east ban!:. 

The Raidak rises close to mount Chomolhari in Tibet. It flows 
southwards till it enters the Koch Bihar district. In its northern 
course dirotlgh the Jalpaiguri district it forms a large island •by 
throwing off a brahch stream called the Rfainagaon nadl, which 
leaves (he Raidak at the point ^heK it enters the* distrift and 
joins it again about ten miles tower down. The old course of 


Kaljam 


Alaikuri 


Dima 


Kaidak 
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Sankoih 


Jaldhaki 


Springs 


the fiver forms the boundary between Alipur Duar and’Bhalka, • 
• but in 1905 the river came down in high flood and deserted it^ 
former bed which lies (o the east of th^ Raidak Tea Garden; 
it swept across the country and poured* its waters into many 
small streams to the west of its former course, one of which, 
the Dharla jhora, is now the main stream and runs to the west 
of the Raidak Tea Garden. In 1930, it leTt its old bed and 
moved east near Teamari. In 1933, it broke thr<?ugh the forests 
at Newlands on the east and at Chipra on the west. 

• 

• 

The right bank of the Sanikosh forms the boundary of the 
district with Assam. The Glentani is its principal tributary *on 
the right or west bank. The Sankosh moved eastward in 193C^ 
and during 1934-35 it eroded some portions of the BBalka 
reserve forest. • 

The Jaldhaka originates from the Bitang lake area in Slkkim 
at an altitude of 4,420 metres (14,500') and flows through Sikkim, 
Bhutan, West Bengal and Bangladesh where it ultimately falls 
into the Brahmaputra. It is a wide river but shallow in com¬ 
parison to its size and is fordable Everywhere in winter.^ Its 
current is very rapid and it rises and falls suddenly. Its principal 
tributaries within the district are the Murti. a big stream, flowing 
down the Dalingkot mountains in the Darjiling* district, and 
the Dinah, another big stream, which rises in the phutiin hills 
and falls into the Jaldhaki on its east bank. The Dinah frequently 
changes its course and does much bann to roads* and cultivation. 
About ^5 per cent of its total catchmeot is in the hilly areas 
and the rest is in the plains. Table 6 shows the catchm^ry areas 
of the river and its important tributaries. • ’ • 

*• * • 

There is a minei^l spring near Buxa, about tjjree miles from 
Tashigaon’ in which people take ball!* to cure themselves of 
skin diseases. * 


The district being situated in the Himalayan foothills, criss¬ 
crossed by Himalayan rivers, has a 1 way’s been liable to floods. 
The reasons for high floods are excessive rainfall of small duration 
on^ small catchments, continuous rainfall of several days on 


* J. F. Gruning —op. cit. p. 11. 
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Table — 6 

CATCHMENT ^EAS OF THE JALDHaKa AND ITS 
. TRIBLITARIES : 1973i 

Catchment 


. 

• 

area 

Calculated 
peak discharge 
(in cusecs) 

•Name of 
river . 

. Location 

Sq. 

km. 

Sq. 

miles 

Raidak 

(C9mbined) 

* Bhutanghat 

. 4,660 

• 

1,800 

4,67,600 

Raidak I 

• 

*From Bhutan¬ 
ghat to Kaljani 
confluence 

665 

257 

64,190 
(share of - 
Raidak) 

Raidak H • 

• 

• From Bhutan¬ 
ghat to Sankosh 
confluence 

175 

68 

26,048 
(share of 
Raidak) 

Sankosh 

Up to Sankosh 
Tea estate 

10,153 

3.920 

7,92,000 


bigger catchments, the siimiltaneous melting of snow accumulated 
oji high mountains and rainfall in lower reaches and sudden 
bursting of artificial water storages in hills caused by heavy 
land slides \^hich block river channels. The rainfall is heavy, 
being of the order of about 350 cm. on the average in a year 
ranging between 100 cm. and 600 cm. Besides, the area lies in 
a seismic belt, *and as a result, earthquakes loosen the hillsides 
in the upper region causing* slides and slips of sedimentary rocks, 

The^6atchment areas of the hilly streams were thickly'wooded 
up to the beginning of the twentieth century as a result of which 
the surface, was,-more or less undisturbed, With the‘increase 
in population and improvement of the communication system, 
there has been encroachment on forest land. There has been 
large scale deforestation, cultivation on steep slopes, un¬ 
controlled grazing of cattle, extraction of forest produce by dragsing 
timber on slopes, causing aggravation of landslips and surface 
erosion, 

The silts and debris, thus collected, arc carried from hills and 
ultimately deposited in riverbeds in the plains. The gradual 
raising'Of ftie riverbeds have resulted in Revere bank erosion and 
floods to the country-side. The^ river widens with the formation 
of many channels and shoals in the middle- The'* wiping away 

‘ S, K..Roy — op cit. p, 5. 
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of high river bank causes overflow of banks even at low water 
'level and thereby the water is diverted through the neighbourin| 
.deep water channel. The old course is theu abandoned. Floods 
in. the district are therefore caused by the very nature of the 
river system. 

While the rivers flowing in gorges in the,hills cause erosion 
of soil cover and landslips, in the plains the problem is more 
acute. There is erosion, sudden tearing away *and inundation 
of valuable agricultural lands, tea gardens, villages, etc- The 
inundation leaves behind large deposits of coarse sand on agri¬ 
cultural lands rendering them unfit for cultiva^on for a long 
lime, besides causing dislocation in the communication system. 

• We might recall that there had been a disastrous flocid jfl 
1787 when the Tista, which used to flow into'the Ganges, deserted 
its channel and emptied itself into the Brahmaplitra’ through an 
ancient channel. Numerous deserted riverbeds in the (^strict 
also bear testimony to the fact that the rivers had changed 
courses at ease often in consequence of heavy Iocq] rain in the 
hills. There had also been floods in the Tista in 1881, 1892, 
1902 and 1906.* 

In 1902, the floods were confined to the Tista basin, but in 
1906 they covered the entire district- Heavy and continuous 
rain fell in July when Jalpaiguri recorded a rainfall of 40-05 
inches. Rains were heavier in the hilly parts of the* district. 
In previous years floods resulted from sudden downfiours lasting 
a short time, but in 1906 there was continuous rainfall for days 
together. On the night of the 3rd^ August and the following 
morning the rivers and streams of the disfHct rose simultaneously 
and there was great damage done to railways ,and roads.* 

The main feature of Ihq flood in the Tista in 1922-23 is that 
it devastated the Bajcnes Junction Railway Vation and the 
Barne.s bazar that •year. Floods recuri^Qd in 1948. 1950, 1952 
and 1954. In 1950, the Tista changed its course to some extent 
and got merged into the Kara toy h through the Panga-Jamuna 
river to the west. In 1954, land slides took place on a massive 
scale in the entire sub-Himalayan catchment after heavy rains 
and all the river basins were affected by the rapid rise of river 
bed and bank erosion. All the rivers in the district were in 
spaie. The communication to and frejn the district town was 
cut off and Alipur Du5r town was also flooded. 


• J. F. Griming — vp. cil. p. 74, 
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The floods of 1968 were caused by heavy rainfall between Floods 1968 
2nd and 4th October. ^There were continuous and heavy showers 
which measured 44 inches or about 4,400 tons per acre. Land* 
slides took place on a large scale in the entire Jaldhaka and 
Tista basins and also the basins of the tributaries LTsh, Gish 
and Chcl. In the neighbouring Darjiling district there had been 
26. inches of rain on the 4lli October. Rains had also fallen 
heavily on the Sikkim hills. The Tista carried the waters of 
those upper areas to the Jalpaiguri district Thus about 6.00.000 
cusecs of water came down to this, district at a speed of thirty 
mibs per hour. ^ The river also brought down silt, debris and • 

huge logs of wood. The Sivok bridge near Siliguri parted with 
Thunks of land on its sides and the Tista widened up to 2,000 ff. 

The embankment at Kathambari gave way. and seven villages 
were washed away till the waters merged into the Chel river. 

The lower course of the Chel called the Dharla began to swell 
and the balers again overtopped the embankment four miles 
to the north of Domohani and rushed to Mainaguri to the south¬ 
west. The extra water of Dharla swelled the lower course of • 

the Tista and by its impact the south-east embankment of 
Dombhani gave way. and as a result human lives an^ cattle 
perished, the Domohani railway station and quarters crumbled 
and the waters rushed towards Mainaguri. Waters from different 
courses were joined near the R.C.C. Railway bridge on the 
Mainaguri-LStaguri road. The bridge was washed away. The 
waters separated^ one course merging with the Jarda river to 
the east, washing away on ♦the way the two sides of a bridge 
situated three miles to tTie south, on the road leading to Jalpesvar 
temple.* Apother .course merged with the Key a river via Barnes 
on the south. This course flooded MeklTganj in Koch Bihar 
district after traversing Jdrpakuri. Bakali and Padamati. 

The west enfbankmeax of the Tista on 'the other side of 
Domohani gave way at a number of places and the waters * 

rushed to the south entering Jajpaiguri town at 2 O'clock on 
the night of the 4th October. The bridge on the Karala in the 
town crumbled, and the-, waters proceeded to the south-west till 
through Gadadhar, Panga and Jamuna rivers it merged with the 
Karatoya river. The Tista reached up to Jalpaiguri-Haldibari 
railway ^ line after cutting its course overland at Mandalgl15t. 

Numerous lives w*e lost. * • 

In 1969, the^ southern suburb? of •Jalpaiguri town were sub- Floods 1969 
merged under Tista flood-water. A railway bridge collapsed, 
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and Ihe land between Kadobari and Mandalghat was littered 
with innumerable head of cattle. ^« 

The entire Jalpaiguri town was undci* water varying between 
1.5 and 2.0 metres in depth for a period of 34 hours on 28»29 
July 1972. Mainaguri town was also flooded by the onrush of 
water from the Dharla river from the west which had overtopped 
the National highway between Mainaguri and Lataguri, and 
from the Jaldhakn river to the east, the waters of which over¬ 
topped the Mainaguri-Rameni road. There was also diainage 
congestion for about two days in Alipur Duar town owing to 
blocking of the drainage sluices falling into the Kaljani which 
had risen above the level of the town. ^ 

To control the floods steps have already^ been taken and the 
North Bengal Flood Control Commission with senior Engineers 
as members has been formed to tackle the problem. The extracts 
from an article on “Jalpaiguri Town Protective Works” appear¬ 
ing in Appendix A highlight the problem and its solution. As 
to flood control and irrigation measures up to March 1973, 
66 flood control, I medium irrigation and 9 minor irrigation 
schemes have been completed during the 2nd. 3rd and 4th 
Five-year Plan periods. Flood control schemes numbering 19 
were in progress during the last year of the 4ih Plan (1973-74). 
The yearwise expenditure incurred for execution of flood control 
work during the first four years of the 4th Plan period are as 
follows (in lakhs): Rs, 10.51 in 1969-70; Rs. 27.51* in 1970-71; 
Rs. 84.73 in 1971-72 and Rs. 158.00 in 1972-73. The figures 
exclude expenditures for normal maintenance and emergency 
damage repairs which would approximately be Rs. 2 crores 
during the said years. According to a report of 1975-’76. the 
Commission has taken up 33 flood control schenies at,aa estimated 
cost of Rs, 4.55,21,000. These schemes would protect an area 
of about 458.56 sq. miles, Jalp'uguri town and its neighbourhood 
and Mai.' 

There Is a peculiar phenomer^on., locally called the Tista Guxis*, 
connected with both the Tista and the Torsa rivers, Some say 
it has stopped recently. In rainy weather, specially during 
May and June, the said Tista Guns, that is, some loud booming 
reports originate from the river beds and occur with frequency, 
usually in rounds of dwo or three, 'rtie soynd is like cannon 

i Cmcrnmeni-of W«i Bengal. luffirmaiion and Public Relations Office, 
Ta 1 paItfu 1 1 — B isdaphR Karmosuhl ^ yaiie Jatpaiguri (in Bengali), 

1976, p. 7. 
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reports. The said reports were heard in 1924 and also in 1952. 
The reasons for the origin of the sound have not yet been found.^ * 
A folk tale on this subject is given in Appendix B. , 


Jalpaiguri district is almost entirely covered with alluvium, Geological 
except .that a narrgw belt of hard rocks is exposed along the 
oorthern border of the district. The geological formations found 
in* the district* are given below in the order of increasing 
antiquity. 


Recdnt and Sub-Recent 

Miocene fSiwaJiks) • 

• # 

Permian (Lower Gondwana) 


Alluvium and other soils. Boulder 
and pebble beds 

Sandstones with clay and lignite 

Sandstone and shale with lenses 
of graphitic coal 


Pre-Cambrian (Buxii Series) : Slate, schist, phyllitc, quartzite, 

dolomite, banded ferruginous 

. • forks 


Archaeans (Baling and : Gneiss, schist, slate and quartzite 
Darjiling^ Series) 

Archaeanf: Gneiss is exposed only in a small area near 
Jalpaiguri-Bhutan border north of Chimitonga. The Baling 
Series, which is well developed in the Sinchula Hills area and 
in the northern part of Ihe Buxa Hills Reserved Forest, is^mainly 
represcfited^ by slate, schist and quartzite, dipping at high angles 
varying from 30* to 70* towards north.-west. ^ 

Fre-Cambrian: The Buxa Series comprising slate, phyllite, 
quartzite, bandefl hematjfe-quartzite, dolomite, and quart?-mica- 
graphite-schist, occurs in Buw Duars and in places along the 
northern border between Torsi river and Rehli nadl. Next to 
alluvium Buxa Series is the most widespread geological formation 
in the district. The Chachkam tnl. which shows quartzite with 
ripple macks, contains hematite-quartzite on its north-west flank. 
Banded hematite-quartzites found near Gaopata on the hills north¬ 
east of Raimatong, locally give rise to hematite ores. The nwst 
prominent and, economically consideredT the most important 


' A. Mitra - Census 1951: We«t Bragal; ^District Hondhot^s: , 

p. XII, 
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member of the series, is a magnificent band of dolomite, which 
is traceable for some kilometres east of Bt^xa, the rocks above and 
below it being comparatively soft slates.* .The dolomite is very 
missive as a rule, but not infrequently it is shaly. It has a 
saccharoid. i.e. granular texture and light grey colour, but the 
impure shaly parts are darker; there is an* exceptional'variety 
which is -finely granular and almost pure white. 

Permian: A thin band of quarlzitic and gritty sand stop e with 
intercalations of slaty shale, carbonaceous shale ^and thin-lenses 
of graphitic coal containing-pebbles of quartz and quartzite, 
constitutes the Gondwana formation in the weyern part of the 
Buxa Duars. while carbonaceous shale and quartzitic sandstone 
with extremely thin laminations of graphitic coal occur in itit" 
Till Reserved Forest and at Lankapara. 

Miocene: The Miocene rocks comprising san^dsldne and clay 
appear a few kilometres west of Alalkuri nadi and are thence 
found continuously as far east as the Jangri river valley. The 
sandstone is soft, dark-red, fine-grained, micaceous and often con¬ 
tains lignite, fossil-stems and intercalations of clay and pebbly 
and conglomeratic sandstone. The clays are mostly sandy and 
ciihcc moiiled red or light green in colour, 

Recent and Sub-Recent: Unstratified boulders and gravels, 
which represent the Sub-Recent deposits, are prominent close to 
the foothills, whereas sand beds are so towards the south. These 
deposits gradually become finer towards the south and eventually 
merge into the ordinary alluvium of the plains. Along the 
northern border of the district, sandy,, soil is mainly siliceous and 
aluminous- Alluvium is the most widespread geological’ forma¬ 
tion in the area. It consists mainly of sands and silts brought 
from the north by rivers and streams. The commonest form of 
the alluvial soil in the area is a light sandy loam. Along the 
hanks of the Tista river, silty loam predominates. The fertility 
of these soils varies a great deal in different re^ons. It is 
recorded that soils, in general, all over the district are deficiqpt 
in nitrogen and organic matter. The soils in the hilly areas are 
found to be suitable for the cultivation o{ tea. 

Boulders and gravels of dolomite and quartzite abound in the 
beds of Che hill streams and on the flood plains where they 
debouch in the Buxri Duurs and the adjeyning area of the district. 
Ouartziie boulders suitable for construction purposes have been 
reported in the Charaurchi, Dinah. Dima, Jayanti, Titi and Turluri 
rivers. 
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• The average depth of water table, as observed in the dug wells 
• located at Chapramari, about 15 km. east of Siliguri, is about 6, 
metres. Test wells "were drilled at Fatapukur on Siliguri- 
Jalpaiguri road, about 1.6 km. east of Rajganj. where static water 
level was 5.7 metres below ground level, prior to the test. Test 
wells were also drilled at Madhabdafiga. near Mainaguri and at 
Biganbari on Dalgaon- F’llakata road, about 3 km. north-west of 
’ Falakata. Static water levels were 4.4 and 3.06 metres below 
ground level respectively, prior to the tests. 

Some Oondwana rocks occur nn the Jayanti region of the 
Jalpaiguri disftict. adjacent to Bhutan. The main band of 
^Gondwana occurs in thr Jayanti river section about 6 km. north¬ 
east of Jayanti town {26 ^ 42' : 89® 370. This band consisting 
of about 100 m. thick sandstone with graphitic coal, is squeezed 
in between Buxa dolomite and Baling quartzite. There is also 
another band about 7 km. long and with a maximum width of 
400 m, in the Turturi river .section. It is split into two as a 
result of a cross fault.' 

Phvslo^raphy: The north-eastern part of the district forms 
the foothill belt of the Himalayas where the elevation gradually 
increases from the alluvial plain to about 2,000 m. and above 
towards the’interior parts. The hills bordering the alluvial plain 
have gentle slope which becomes appreciably steep as the interior 
mountain ranges are approached where the terrain becomes 
extremely rough with ragged scarps. 

Prexioits work: The first published account of ih^ geology 
of the district relates to the northern Himalayan tract and was 
given Godwin Austen {1864T who investigated the occur- 
fences of lignitt* and sandstone. Later in 1868. he reported the 
occurrence of*‘fossil molar of an elephantl in sandstone of the 
Siwaliks from the Buxa region. A more comprehensive account 
of the geology of this district is given by Mallet (1875V who 
recognized a ‘series of rockst some thousand feet thick comprising 

' MfTiioiis of thi' (jt^ohgirai Survey cf India : Coal ResourcfS of India, 
' I'oL 88, Delhi. 1971. p. 103. . ^ ^ ^ 

a Source • Direcior. West Bengal Circle, Geological Sur\'ev ol inUia. 

^ H. H. God%vin Aiwien — ‘Geological noves on parts of Nonh-wen 
Himalavas' iii Q^uorfrrly^ Journal of the Geological Socrety of i.^naon. 

Vol 20 , pp. 383^7. ^ . 

* F R Nlallet - ‘Geology and mineral resources of Darjeeling disirui 
and Duars’ in .Wrmo/h of^ the Geological ^of Mta, 

Vol. 2. • 
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variegated slates, quartzite and dolomite* and had named them as 
the Buxa series after a place called Buxa Duars. This rock- 
stratigraphic nomenclature has since been^wdely used and has 
come to stay in the geological literature. Later Lahiri (1941)* had 
wotked in some detail and was able to classify the rock group 
into two stages, namely, the lower Sinchula stage, consisting of 
quartzite and phyllites, and the upper Buxa s^ge comprising the 
dolomite. These works were followed by investigations by the 
officers of the Geological Survey of India in recenl years ^hose 
main concern was to prepare a^ geological map of the hard rock 
terrain and assess the dolomite resources. 

In conformity with the general geological setting in the'— 
Himalayan tract of North Bengal, the foothilf bell comprises the 
Siwaliks in the south, separated from the impersistent Gondwanas 
by the Main Boundary Fault in the north. The Buxa group of 
rocks attain maximum thickness here, and is best devdoped in 
the whole of North Bengal. It follows the Gondwanas in the 
north, forming the southern flank of the Dalings, which becomes 
the prominent rock unit in Bhutan. 

The stratigraphic succession has been worked out as follows: 
Alluvium and hill-wash material with loose sandy soil, boulder 
and pebble bed. , 

Coarse micaceous sub-greywacke with pellet of clay and lenses 
of lignite. Strati graphically upper members are usually pebbly 

and relatively 'more feldspathic. 

. Main Boundary Fault .. • • 

Crushed sandstone and carbonac^us shale with lamprep^yres, 
. Thrust .:.'. 

Dolomite, eaithquartzite with variegat^ phyllite, grey black 
pyriteous phyllite, epidiorites 

. Thrust .; 

rhick quartzite interbedded with grey phyllite and schist, 

Siwaliks: The Siwaliks, composed essentially of sandstone, 
occur in the outer fringe of the foothills. They are delimited to 
the north by the Main Boundary Fault, and to the south by the 

» A. Lahiri — ’Gtoloffy of Buxa Duars’ in Otutrterly Journal cf the Geologi¬ 
cal, Mineral. Metallurgical Society of Vol. 13, No. /. 
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alluvial plains, Therefore, the actual thickness of the Siw^liks 
•is not known. However, the exposed width varies from 1.2 km., 
in the Jayanti to abou\'3.8 km. in the Chunabhati khola section. 

The Siwaliks consist of a lower horizon of fine to medium 
grained sandstone with a basal red claystone. and an upper 
pebbly member. The average exposed thicknes.s of the basal 
, .claystone is about* 15 m. Prominent exposures of pebbly sand¬ 
stone are noticed in most of the river sections where lenses of 
lignite and fossil wood are frequent. The sandstone belongs to 
sub-grcywacke 'and arkosic type, which contain occasional bands 
o[ silt and pellets of clay. The chief ingredients of the sand¬ 
stone are sub^ound to irregular quartz, and little feldspar. The 
•matrix (inner formative part) is commonly sericitic and sometimes 
calcareous. 

The Gondwufuis: They are sandwiched between the Buxas 
in the north and the Siwaliks in the south, and thus make an 
important stratigraphic horizon. The exposed width of the 
Gondwanas varies from 2 m. in the Raimatong and Chunabhati 
sections to about 15 m. in a tributary to the Jayanti river. In 
some sections the Gondwanas are totally absent, being cut off by 
the* overlying Buxa thrust. 

The Gondwanas are represented in this pan by an extremely 
tectonised mass of carbonaceous shale, carbonaceous and 
micaceous flaggy sandstone, and of crushed and powdery coal. 

Th£ BuXds: The Gondwanas are followed to the north by 
the Buxas whose dominant units are the quartzite and dolomite. 
The quartzite ‘is best developed in the Buxa Duars area and 
farther-to the west. H occurs in two distinct bands. The lower 
one Overlies the thin basal phyllite. but generally overrides the 
Siwaliks along the Main Boundary Fault. The upper, quartzite 
band is comparatively thicker, occupying the northern part, and 
corresponds to^’ihe Sinchula stage of Lahiri (194l)\ The dolomite 
is light to dark grey, shoeing composition bands. It is generally 
fine grained exhibiting sutured grain outline. Quartz is normally 
rare but is occasionally present* in calcareous matrix. 

The Dalings: They are represented by thin-bedded quartzite, 
phyllite and chlorite sericite schist, and are exposed as thin strips 
near the Indo-Bhutan border, north of Buxa Duars. 

Base~Metal: An occurrence of copper ore, about 0.8 km. west 
of Buxa Duars, had been reported by Mallet (1875)*. but a later 


Mineral 

OccurrenfM 


1 Loc. cit. ' ' V 

* Loc. cit. 
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worker could not locate the spot because of land-slide cover. 
Some disseminated chalcopyrite and malachite (green mineral^ 
strains arc noticed within phyllite and“^^ssociated vein quartz 
near Gaopata. 

rcfkareous tuja: Deposits of tufa are seen in the neighbour¬ 
hood of JayaiUi. Such occurrenocs are also reported from Chunia, 
Bajhe and Kali. 

Oohmite: This is the most important economic material in 
Jalpaiguri district Detailed work has been carried out tcf assess 
the dolomite resources in this^ area. Nearly. 330 samples have 
been analysed. As mentioned earlier, the dolomite occurs wrthin 
the Buxa sequence and two distinct bands have teen delineated, 
of which the upper band is by far the most important one. This^ 
band has an approximate thickness of 380 «i. and extends for 
about U km. strikewisc. The lower band is 38 m. in .thickness 
having 1.2 km. strike extension. 

The reserve of dolomite is really vast. It will be.apparent 
from the fact that within an area of nearly 5 sq. km. the total 
indicated reserve to a depth of 50 m. is about 243 million tonnes. 
At present, the Bengal Lime and Stone Co. and Jayanti Lime Co. 
are mining the dolomite mainly from ^he strewn boulder in.the 
river bed. The chips are sent to the Hindusthan Steel at 
Durgapur and are partly used for the production of lime locally. 

Latitude Longitude 


Buxa Duars 
Bajhe N 
Chun^hati 
Chunia N 
Gaopata 
Kali N 
Mahakal 
Raimatong 
Sakhe 


26*45' 

89*33' 

26Mr 

89*37' 

26*46^ 

89*35' 

26M2' 

89-40' 

26M6' " 

89*34' 

26^43' 

* fe9*37' 

26^44; 

89 "36' 

26M6' 

89*30' 

26*44' 

89^44' 


The climatic condition has influenced the vegetation. Heavy 
rains and hot summer days have made the climate, damp and 
warm, favouring the growth of a wet and evergreen forest. Such 


I Source • Director. West Benga! Circle, Geological Survev of Incfia. 

« K Mukerice, A sketch of ihe vegetation of Jalpaigun District of 

West’ Bengal' Jn Bulletin of hotankal Survey of Indiu, Tol, 7, 


Nos. 196}, pp, 154-57. 
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forest is found only in small patches, while tropical semi-evergreen, 
moist idl, riverine khair-sissoo and the savannah are the different 
types met with in tlje*,^rea. The growth of the savannah may be 
due to the changing courses of rivers, fire and desertion of culti¬ 
vated lands- The silt deposits on the river beds nurture'tall 
grasses followed Jiy a f®'*' herbaceous and shrubby plants and 
scattered trees. These plants cover the waste land with a 
Savannah type’of vegetation. D<ilberf!ia sissoo Roxb. and Acacia 
catechu Linnl gradually predominated and as associates of these 
tw <3 Salmalia'malafyco'ica Schott,.& Endl.. Albizia procera Bth., 
Randia dumeuzrum Lamk. and Albizia adoratissima Bth. esta¬ 
blished themselves. In such riverine forests, as the trees 
increased in. number the grasses were eliminated and other decidu¬ 
ous species of trdes grew up, e.g. Wrightia tomenlosa Roem. 
Dillenia penttigyna Roxb,. Sterculia villosa Roxb,, Terminalia 
crenulata Roth, with Shorea robusla Gaertn,. the king of timbers. 
But these savannahs fell preys repeatedly to fire which cleared 
the grounds for formation of fresh savannah. However, fire- 
resisting species, such as, Shorea rohusta Gaertn., Careya arborea 
Roxb., Dillenia pentagyna Roxb.. Syzygium cerasoidenm (Roxb.) 
Rdizada, Salmalia malabarica Schott. & Endl. and a few others 
gradually invade the savannahs and slowly establish themselves 
eliminating .the grasses. 

If file protection is provided, this process is accelerated. Here 
the most characteristic of the invading trees Macaranga denticidaui 
Muell. -Arg„ Trema orientalis Wall, and Callicarpa arborea 
Roxb. appear simultaneously, and Aipinia Allughas Rose, --a tall 
herb ®f the ZiMg/berdceoe* spreads very rapidly. 

Presence of .sufficient moisture convert the deciduous forest 
to an evergreen *by helping to establish such trees as Amoora 
rohituka W. &‘'A,. A. spectabilis Miq- etc. Shrubs like Phloga- 
canthus thyrstfhrus l^ees, Morinda angustifolia Roxb., Casearia 
vareca Roxb., Micromelunj pubescens Bl., Cojjea bengalensis 
Jloxb-, different species of Ixora. Clerodendron and Bridelia. 
etc. with Leea. Piper. Phyltanthus and different species of Ferns 
form a dense undeigrowth. Extensive climbers like Spatholobus 
roxburghii Bth., Croton caudaius Geisel.. Muema macrocarpa 
Wall., Mifletia auriculata Baker. Mezoneurum cucullatum W. & 
A.. Cissifs, Smilax and^Dioscorea help to make the canopy^more 
compact. * '' 

A special type of vegetatioiv is met with in some places called 
Convolvulus' Mictium and described as creeper jungle. tA typical 
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Convolvulus Mictium has large trees scattered at wide distances 
with the entanglement of herbaceous or semiherbaccous creeper 
beneath. The Convolvulus Mictium is fcnincd on lands cleared 
by burning or felling for cultivation and later abandoned, and 
the “stability of their formation is ascribed to the aggressiveness 
of the climbers. 

In addition to the canes found in creeper jungles there are cane 
brakes in the evergreen type of forests on the ea6tern parts of 
the distria. 

In damp surroundings a graceful palm forms stnall societies, 
and this is Pinanga gracilis which is frequently gregarious. 
Other palms growing wild are Caryoia urens Linrf and Phoenix 
sylvestris Roxb., while Areca catechu Linn., is abundantly cujti- 
valed in villages and towns. « 

There are bamboo groves with Dendrocalamus hamiltoni Nees 
& Am. as the common species. Bamboo groves are also found 
near villages where Bambusa balcooa Roxb., B. tulda B. 
vulgaris are common. 

Near villages many fruit trees are found in cultivation, e.g. 
Mangijera indica Linn., Artocarpus heterophyllus Lamk.. Syrygium 
cumini (L.) Skeels, S. jam bos (L.) AIst6n. S. samarangens (BJ.) 
Merr. & Perr., Annona squamosa Linn,, A. reticulata Linn,, 
Carica papaya Linn.. Psidium guajava Linn., Litchi chinensis 
Sonner., Euphoria longan Steudel, Citrus grandis Osbeck ancj other 
species of Citrus, Limonia acidissima Linn,. Spondias dulcis 
Willd.. 5. mangijera Willd., and Musa. Other trees growing 
in and around villages, self-sown or in cultivated 'condition are 
different secies of Ficus. Moringa oleijera Lam., Anthocepjialus 
cadamba Miq., Azadirachta indica A. Juss., Holarrkena antidy- 
senterica Wall, Erythrina stricta Roxb., Saltnatia mMabarica 
Schott. & End!., Artocarpus takoocha Roxb., SaraiZa indica Linn., 
Tamarindus indica Litjn., etc. In the outskirts of tfee jungle and 
in village shrubberies grows a dangerous stinging plant. Laportae 
crenulata Quad., a slight contact of tlie leaves of which with the 
skin produces a severe burning sensation and pain to the place of 
contact and this spreads rapidly to other parts of the body causing 
high fever and restlessness. This plant is more common in the 
eastern part of the district. On open grounds and on road-sides 
two other recently introduced plants, Lantana acideata Linn., a 
thorny shrub with beautiful small yellovf or red flowers and 
Eupatorium (fdoratum. a tall herb with purplish flowers, are 
replacing «the indigenous shrubby and herbaceous 'weeds, An 
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obnoxious weed is gaining ground gradually and this is Eryngiuni 
foetidum Linn., an umbellifer. This has sharp and stiff spiner 
tipped leaves and digfiotomous branches. Cassia cdaia Linn-» a 
shrub with large pinnate (compound) leaves and beautiful yellow 
flowers is common near rail stations and also elsewhere in open 
places. This is a reputed medicinal plant. 

Tea gardens occupy a large area of the district totalling about 
•1,33,696.5 acres, and form a characteristic feature of the vegeta* 
tion.’^The uniform tea bushes, with their tops pruned to the 
sapie level have tall slender plants scattered in between, for 
imparting shade. Trees most cotnmonly used for thi.s purpose 
are A. chinensis Merr., A. procera Bth., A. lebbek Bth. and 
A.,moluccana Miq., Dalbergia assamica Bth. is also used for^lhe 
same purpose. Aft exotic shrub Crotalaria anagyroides H. B. & 
K. is often planted in tea gardens for enriching the soil. Along 
with this. Cajmius Cajan (L.) Mill, and Teprosia Candida DC. 
are* also grown. In some tea gardens Tung trees are in cultiva¬ 
tion- These are mostly planted on the boundaries and also roads 
inside the gardens. 

Among the cultivated field crops rice is the most important. 
Jute has of recent years* become next in importance, and as in 
other districts of the State, two species are cultivated, viz. Cor- 
chorus capsjtlaris Linn, and C. oUtorius Linn. Then come potato 
and the betel vine. Maize is also cultivated on a large scale. 

The district can boast of some good highways which link diffe¬ 
rent parts to one another as well as to important towns in the 
adjoining district. As shade trees along these roads the following 
are generally founds Samanea saman (Jacq.) Merr.. y^rtocarpus 
hetercphviias Lamk.. Ahtonia scholaris R. Bn, S\^'€itema 
mahogint Linn!. Ticus reUgiosa Linn.. F. rumphii Bl-.^ Dalbergia 
lanceoiari'a Lihn., D. ^issoo Roxb'.. Albizia procera Bth.. A. 
lebbek Bth., Cagerstroemia spedosa (L.) Spers.. Melia azedarach 
Linn., Azadirachta indica A. Juss.. Syzygium cumini (L.) Skeels, 
Cassia siamea Lam.. Delonix regia Raf., Kleinhovia hospita Linn.. 
^Pongamia pinnata (L.) Merr.. Pehophorum pterocarpum Back, ex 
K. H- and Putranjiva roxburghii Wall. 

The soil in the district is more or less porous throughout and 
therefore waterlogged areas are almost absent. Only on the 
southern* parts there are a few marshy places which do not dry 
up completely in sura*mer. The common Hydrophytes on such 
places are : Nymphaea steikda Willd., Jussiaea re pens Linn., 
Ludwigia parviflora Roxb., ^ymphoides cristatum 0-* Ktz.. N. 
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Appendix C (Contd.) 


Najnc of the 

Kind of 

Block,/ 


No. of 


institution 

institution 

Muaieipality 

Post Otficb 

beds 


Balaram M. & 
CW. Centre 

Private Aided 
Maternity & 
Child Welfare 

C/o Rajgaoj 
P. & C.W.P. 

Rajganj 

— 

1 

Kebalpara 
(Malivita) M. 

Centre 


• 


1 

1 

& CW.Centre 
Kakurjan M. & 



•• 

— 


C.W. Centre 

•• 

SI 

•s 

_ 


Mainghora M, 

. & C.W.Cenlre 
Mogradanga 




— 


M. & C.W,Centre „ 

R-K. Mission 

»< 


— 


M. &. C.W.Cenlre „ 
Sannasfkata M. & 

tt 

Dangapara 

• 


C.W.Centre 
Janakalyan M. 

•» ” 

Private Non-Aided 

Rajganj 

— 


& C.W.Centre 

Maternity & 
Child Welfare 
Centre 


Dangapara 



Red Cross 
Medical & M. 

>» 

& 


Jalpaiguri 

— 


C.W. Centre 

Madarihat 
Mobile V.D. 

State V.D. Clinic 

— 

Madarihat 

— 


Clinic 

Alipur Duar 

Family Planning 

— 

Alipur Duar 

— 



S.D. Hospital Centre (Main Centre) 
(Urbas) 


Bahadur S.H.C. 

»* 

— 

Bahadur 

— 


Dhupguri P-H.C. 

»» 


Dhupguri 

— 


Falakata P.H.C. 


— 

Falakata 

— 


Jalpiiguri Dist, Family Planning Centre 
Hospital (Urban) (Main Centre) 
Kamakhyaguri 

Jalpaiguri 



P.H.C 

n 

— 

Kamakhyaguri 

— 


Mai P.H.C. 


— . 

Mai 

— 


Matiaii Block 


— 

Matiaii 

— 

• 

Maynaguri P-H.C. 
Panchkalguri 

P.H.C. 

it 

— 

Maynaguri 

Panchkalguri 



Rajganj P.H.C. 

J> 

— 

Rajganj 

— 


Samuktala S.H.C. 


— 

Samuktala 

— 


Suljcapara P.H.C. 
Uttar Madarihat 


— 

Sulkapara 




P.H.C. 


Madarihat 
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The major part of these forests is now administered as reserved 
•forests. The following table shows the areas under forest in the* 
district in recent yearC 
Table —8 

\R1:AS UNDLK KORKS T in JAl.PAlCa'Rl DISTRKT EXCI.i niNG 
AMPtlR DI'aR : l0t)9-70» 

• • (in acres) 


Stat5" forest 

Baikunthapur 

Jalpaiguri 

Buxh 




— - 




• Reserved 

^ 16,365 

89.554 

1,68.446 

Protected 

52,459 

187 

1,558 

^ Unclassed 

34 

# 

5,027 

1,764 

Private forest 




iMostTy in 

tea gardens) 5,890 

Nil 

4,908 

Total 

74.748 

94,768 

1,76,676 


The forests can be broadly classed as moist tropical forests, 
^I'ishorea rohusta) with associates like schiina walUchii, michelia 
chumpaca and chukrasia tabitlarts being its economically most 
important component. The Lauraceous species on the other hand 
predominate in various associations with la^erstroemia parviflora, 
larminalia crenulata. toona ciliaia. amoora waUichii. a moor a 
rohituka, duat^an^a sonneraiioides. bischofia javanica, .^almafia 
malabarka^ dalhergia sissoo and acacia catechu. 

The*5^/ here is of the best quality in India- The f^breentage 
of idj p€f unit -area in the best forests in the Buxa Division is 
60—75%, .whergas in the Jalpaiguri Division it is 90% r 

The forests are mainfy of four types, namely, riverain, plains, 
hill and savannah. The striking feature 5f succession is that 
the riverain type mei^es with the mixed type and sal forests. The 
plains forests have many distinct types, namely, scattered sal and 
wet mixed forests, mature sal forests, dry mixed type and wet 
mixed type. 

Near the streams and moist pockets there occur a type of 
evergreen forests called North Bengal tropical evergreen forests, 
the typical trees of whi^ arc aesculus assamica, eugenia forMOsa. 


' Central Bank of India, ad Hank Survey Report: Jalpaigttu 

Distrid, 1072, p. 8. •Alipur Duar bas^bccn mixed tip Vitli K*kIi Bihar 
Division and so separate figures «re not available. 
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diilenia indica. echinocarpus sterculiaceus, custanopsis species. 
taiaimui hodgsoni, pimnza gracilis, artwarpus chaplasa and 

myristka species. . 

‘ The hill forests do not bear any pure crop and have very 
little economic use. Some species can be found sporadically, 
namely, loona ciliata. custanopsis species, acrocarpiis fraxirufoltus. 
duabanf-a sonneratioides. aitanthus prandis. chukrasm tabidarjs 

and inorus laevigata. . 

Because of fire protection enforced in the nineteenth century, 
the savannah forests occupy smaller area than before^^Comyon 
species of grasses occurring in-the high and low level savannah are 
saccharum species, eriartthus species, imperata cflmdnca, phrag- 
mites karka. arnndo donax, narenga porphyrocoma md-neyraudia 
reynaudiana} 

■me Fauna is best seen in the Wild Life Sanctuaries lopated 
here. 


JaldaparS Wild Life Sanctuary has a varied collection of 
wild life- It is situated in the Alipiir Duars subdmsion, the 
nearest railway station to approach il being Hasimara on .the 
North-East FronUer Railway. The sanctuary constituted a part 
of the Buxa Forest Division at the time of its creation. Its total 

area is 10.474.40 hectares. . 

The sanctuary was made for preserving the famous Indian one¬ 
horned rhinoceros which inhabited the savannah forests. Now 
various other animals are also found there. In the early thirties, 
the fauna of the savannah forests of ChilaptitS and Malangi areas 
of Buxa reserves was facing extinction owing to the extension 
of lea gardens and the shrinkage of the grass lands. The Benpl 
Rhinoceros Preservation Act came into.force irf 1932 providing 

legal protection for the animal. • 

The sanctuary was declared a ‘game sanctuary m 1940 and 
the Jaldapnra Game Sanctuary range was created m 1954 with 
headquarters at Jaldapara. The sanctuary which had been a part 
of the Buxa Forest Division at the time of its creation, came 
under the management of Koch Bihar Forest Division, when the 
latter was created in 1961. In 1959. the name was altered to 
Jaldapara Wild Life Sanctuary. • _ 


> A. B. fchowdhury — op. cit. pp. 99-1X12. 
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* Apart from the one-homed rhinoceros, the sanctuary abounds Mammals 
•in gaur, elephant, tiger. leopard, sambar, hog deer, barking deer, 
spotted deer, swamp difr. pig, sloth bear, cats of various species,^ 
and various kinds of reptiles, birds and fishes. Though it is very 
difficult to give the exact number of each species, the followmg 
table gives the aproximate number of animals and birds in the 
sanctuary as on 1 ^une 1966. 


Tabic- 9 

^ WILD Lirf, IN IALI)AI*ARA WILD LIFE SANCTUARY IN 
\ JAI.PAIGURI DISTRICT 


9 

0 



No. of 

Common -name 


Scientific name 

indivi¬ 




duals 


Rhinpeeros 

Rhinoceros unicornis 

74 

Tigef 

Panifiera li^ris tigris 

2 

Elephant 

Elephas maximus 

3 

Gaur (Indian Bison) 

Bos paurus ^aurus 

8 

Swamp deer 

Cervus duvcmceli 

3 

Sambar 

Cm vus unicolor tti^er 

20 

Barking deer {Kakar) Muntiacus muntjak 

160 

Spotted deer ICHtal) 

Axis axis 

11 

Hog depr 

Axis prociruiS 

II6 

Wild pig • 

Sus scrofa cristcUus 

119 

Monkey 

Macaco spp. 

299 

Hare 

— 

3 

Squirrel 

Fetaurista spp. 

• 19 

Peacock 

Favo cristatus 

120 

Jungle F5wl • 

Gulius callus 

243 

Wood cock ' 

Sccdopax rusticola 

12 

Owl • 

Bubo spp. . 

6 

Kingfisher 


29 

Hornbill 

Tocktts spp. 

12 

rtgeon 

• 

16 

Dove 

— 

162 

Parrot 

* — 

73 

Blue bird 

— 

6 

Twitter . 

_ 

2 

« 

• 

• 


There are also many other majnmals like civet (Viverra ztheiha), 
jungle cat {F^lis c/idir), leopard cat \Felis hengalensis), filing cat 
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BirJa 


Kep(il«s 


(iorumiri WMcJ 
I.tfc Sanctuary 


( liapramari Wild 
l ife Sanauary 


(Felis viverrinaX jackal (amis aitra/sX rabbit (Lepus nigricollis 
rufkaudatusX sloth hear (Melurxus ursinus), etc. 

In 1963-64, 6 Gayals (Bos spp.) — 4 Umales and 2 males — 
'were purchased and released among the gaur herd. 

As to birds there are many other types besides those listed in 
the preceding tables. They are pre (Dendrocitia spp), lit (Paru!, 
spp), nuthatch iSitta spp), babbler (Turdoides spp), slatyheaded 
scimiler babbler {Pomaiorhinus schisticeps), iora (Ae^ithina spp), 
redstart {Phocntkrurus spp), flycatcher {Musekapa,spp), o»ckoo- 
shrike (Carocina spp), minivet (Pericrocofus *spp), dfongo 
(Dkronts spp), tailor bird iiOrthotomous spp), wren warbler 
(Prinia spp), oriole (Orlohis spp), grackle [Gracuki spp), swallow 
(Hirundo spp), wagtail (Motodlta spp), barbet {Megalaima spp), 
parakeet (Psitiacnla spp), bee cater (Merops yyp), pied kingfhher 
iCeryle spp), horn-bill [Tockus spp.). hoopoe ^{Vpupa spp), 
nightjar {Caprimul^us spp), owl (Bubo spp), vulture {Gyps spp.X 
fishing eagle (Haliacetus spp). imperial pigeon, green pigeon 
(Treron spp), dove (Streptopelia spp), emerald dove (Chalcophaps 
spp), pea fowl (Pm-o spp), quail (Ccturnix spp), black partridge 
{FrancocoUnus spp), cormorant (Phalocrocorax spp), cotton teal 
[Nettapus spp), common leal {Anas spp), grebe {Podiceps spp.), 
etc. 

There are various kinds of snakes and lizards in the sanctuary. 
The snakes commonly found are the huge fangless python (Pyihon 
molurus), the cobra [Naja najaX the king cobra {Oj>hihphapus 
hannahX kraits {Bimsartts spp). vipers (Vipera spp.), cat.snakes, 
common green whip snakes, Indian rat snakes, etc. The most 
common lizards are gecko [Gecko verticilla^us). monitor (Veranus 
spp), blood sucker, etc. 

The Gorumara Wild Life Sanctuary covers,an area» of 2,129 
acres or'5.32 sq.km., the nearest railhead beings Chalsa. railway 
station on the North-East Frontier Railway. The sanctuary 
abounds in rhinoceros, elephant, tiger, bison, sambar, barking 
deer, hog deer, buffalo, pig fowl. etc. "It has also the same kinds of 
other mammals and birds as are tQ be found in Jaldaparn. It was 
declared a wild life sanctuary in 1949 and spreads over Lower 
Tandu, Upper Tandu and Daina forest ranges. 

The Chapramari Wild Life Sanctuary covers an area of 2,373 
acres or 5,44 sq. km., the neare.st railhead being Chalsa railway 
station. It also abounds in the same types of wild life as are 
found in the two other sanctuaries. It was declared a sanctuary 
in 1941 and it "spreads over part of Upper Tandu forest range. 
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* It may be recalled that in 1865 the Government Forest Act Camp. Laws 
Avas passed by the Governor General of India in Council to provide • 
for the management and|f>reservation of Government forests. Rules ^ 
were made under it in 1871 for better management and preserva- ^ 
tion of the Government forests in the lower provinces of Bengal. , 

The Indian Forest Act came in force in 1878. In this act wild 
ammals, skins, tusks, horns, bones and all other parts or produce ♦ 
of animals when found in or brought from a forest were coasi- 
dered^^o he forest produce. In Bengal, rules were framed in 
191^ to regulate hunting, shooting ^nd fishing within the reserved 
and protected forests within the confj^ass of the Indian Forest Act, 

1878- The rule? prohibited hunting, shooting, trapping or fishing 
in fqrcsts 'meant to be wild life sanctuaries and thus the exlinf • 
ti^n of any species was guarded against. The rules also provided 
for permits for ♦shooting, etc. in some forests in certain specified 
period of the year. 

Tlfe Elephant Preservation Act was passed in 1879 and Bengal 
amended this Act in 1932 by enacting the Elephant Preservation 
{Bengal Amendment) Act, 1932 to provide for destruction of , 

elephants gone wild and thus endangering life and property. 

Bengal Rhinoceros Preservation Act was also passed in 1932, 

Thus the elephant and the rhinoceros were protected under the 
Acts of 1879, and 1932. 

# 

The climate of this district is similar to that of the districts gi.imate 
in the plains to the south, but owing to its proximity to the hills, 
the rainfall is mbeh heavier and the temperatures seldom excessive. 

The cold season is frero mid-November to the end of ffebruary. 

This k followed^ by the hot season from March to May. The 
period from June tb about the beginning of October is tlje souih- 
we.st mofisobn s^son. October to mfd-November constitutes the 
post-monsoon season. ^ 

Records of rainfall are avaUable for seven stations for periods Rainfiail 
ranging from 33 to 93 years- The details of the rainfall at these 
sfations and for the district as a* whole are given in tables 10 and 
11. The average annual rainfall in the district is 3,925.1 mm. 

(154.53"). The rainfalf generally increases from the south-west 
to the north-east. About 79% of the annual rainfall is received 
during the. south-west monsoon season. In the latter half of^the 
summer season Mid in “October, the district gets some rainfall • 

mostly as thundershowers. Julf is generally the rainiest month 
when the raiftfall aifiounts to ^bout a fifth of the annual total. 
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Temperature 


Humidiiy 


Cloudiness 


ramiaii jjjg rainfall was 

1.400 mn.. (133.86- and 173.23") in 35^_years 

%n'an ™i"ar. 116 rainy days (i.e, days ^dlh rja^ 
fan of 2.5 L or more) in'a year. This number vanes from 

1? b,Ttiddl. of November wkeo f.mperafures begin to 
droi January is the coldest month with the mean daily mmimum 
. iG7”r (SWF) and the mean daily maximum 

=el“:Sr"^Sdr— 

temperature in these ^ maximum 

-r h" =«'"m^ns^' d^ 

l^rto be as in summer' and^^he tempe^« 
fomh-S mo™“ober. both day and nieht temperatures 

40 ?C 104 0T) in 1932. April 11- The lowest minimum tern- 

in 1905. February 3. 
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or lightly clouded- Cloudiness increases in May. 

Winds are generally light, except for short spells during thunder-- 
storms in the period fipn March to May, when they are stronger. 
During the post-monsoon and winter months the direction of winds 
is variable. In the pre-monsoon months from March to May. 
winds blow mainly from north-easterly or easterly directions. In 
the monsoon months, the winds are mainly from directions 
between northeast and south. 

Soj^e of the cyclonic storms and depressions which originate 
in^he Bay of Bengal in the south-west monsoon and post-monsoon 
seasons move in a northerly direction and affect the district 
causing widesjfread heavy rain. Thunderstorms occur all the 
year round, being least frequent in the winter. Thunderstorms 
efuring the months •of April and May are occasionally associated 
with squall and hail. These thunderstorms are similar to the 
nor>estcrs of South Bengal and are sometimes violent. Fog 
ocedrs ia the winter months. 

Tables 12, 13 and 14 give the temperature and humidity, mean 
wind speed and frequency of special weather phenomena respec¬ 
tively for Jalpaiguri. 


Winds 


Special weather 
phenomena 
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APPENDIX — A* 

. Jalpaiguri Town Protect!^ Works 

Jalpaiguri towr, the district and divisional headquarters of 
Jalpaiguri, is situated on the west bank of the river Tistg. The 
river Kafala, one of the tributaries of the Tista, flows through 
the heart of the Jalpaiguri town bifurcating it ’into two parts. 
The value of buildings in the town would exceed* about 4^rores 
of rupees of which about 2$ per cent would be the valug of 
Government buildings alone/ It has got special economic signi¬ 
ficance, being the headquarters of most Tea iifdustry concerns. 
The Jalpaiguri town has to face the following threats frona the 
rivers fi) erosion and flooding by the rtver Tista from fhe 
eastern side and (ii) flood aggravating river Karala and its 
tributaries. ' 

% 

Threat No. (i> : After construction of the Jalpaiguri town 
protective works in 1955 the question of erosion and flooding 
direct from the river Tista under normal circumstances has been 
solved. • 

Threat No. (ii) : This has not yet been tackled and 
still exists and is being aggravated with the passage of time 
owing to rapid siltation of the bed of Tista. * 

The river Karala is one of the tributaries of the river Tista on 
its right bank. It flows through a riverine length of 36 miles 
to have its ultimate outfall in th^ Tisia at Kings’ ghat in 
Jalpaiguri town. The accumulated water of an area of 54.5 sq, 
miles drains into the river Tista through this ^iver. • 

With the passage of time, the condition in the upper catchment 
of the Tista was so- adversely changed that the b'ed of the river 
Tista started rising alarmingly. The water level of the river 
Tista at present remains almost above the general ground level 
of Jalpaiguri town during monsoon and hardly comes below 
the general level of Jalpaiguri town even during the dry season. 
This high level of the river Tista at the outfall point of the 
river Karala has greatly affected the normal discharging capability 
of the Karala. The ruling level of the Ttsta at the outfall point 


1 Extracts from-S. K. Roy —'Julpai&uri Town ^Protective Works’ in 
Advanced Course on Flood Control, Drainage ^ Irrigation for Polytechnic 
Teachers. June 197S, ed. Jalpaiguri Polytechnic Institute, Jalpaiguri. 



GENERAL 


43 


* being high, the discharge cannot make its way into the Tista; 
•on the contrary, it s]arts heading up submerging parts of. 
JalpSiguri town. Tfiil^submergence increases alarmingly when 
the flood in the river Karala synchronizes with the flood in the' 
Tista which is very common. The main town area gets sub* 
merged by about 8 ft. and the life and normal activities of the 
.town become paralysed. 

’ The matter was given due consideration since 1954 and several 
alternative proposals were thought of from time to time for 
tackling this problem. Broad outlines of these proposals were 
a& follows: ^ * 

(i) Shifting the present outfall of the river Karala into the 
* riyef Tista further downstream towards Manclalghat along the 
Tista bed for a fengih of about 4i miles. Estimated cost 
Rs. 173.00 laklis. 

(ii> Shifting the present outfall of the river Karala into the 
river Tista further downstream towards Mandalghat for a length 
of 4i miles aligning between the bank and the Railway line. 
Estimated cost Rs. 227.00 lakhs. 

fill) Diversion of the hpland discharge of the river Karala 
into Tista skilling the Jalpaiguri town and diversion of the 
lower part 0| KaralS into Gadadhar. Es lima led cost Rs. 397.34 
lakhs. * 

(iv) Diversion of the upland discharge of the river Karala into 
Panga above the Jalpaiguri town and diversion of ihe lower part 
of Karala into'Gadadhar, ^Estimated cost Rs. 303.38 lakhs. 

(v) Diversion of the entire river Karala into the rivtr Piinga 
through the fivor ^Gadadhar aligning the first reach through the 
Tista bed, by-passing the town area.* Estimated cost Rs. 246.01 
lakhs. 

(vi) Diversion of the* entire river Karala mto the river Panga 
through the river Gadadhar “aligning the first reach through the 
town. Estimated cost Rs ^65.64 lakhs. 

Regarding proposal No. I * 

The existing flood slope of the Tista near Jalpaiguri town is 
approximately 2.6 ft./mile. The Karala outfall may be shifted 
to some lower point ifi the Tista by construction of a ^new 
channel with longitudinal slope of about*0.8 ft./mile. Thus with 
a properly designed outfall channel pf length 4i m^es the Karala 
should be able to discharge ita entire flow including the Srainage 



44 


JALPAIGURI 


of the Jalpaiguri town most satisfactorily into the Tista. irres¬ 
pective of its flood levels. This is possible by construction of 
one fully armoured embankment segre^jng the Tista and the 
KaraJa. The back flow of Tista into Karala at 4J miles down¬ 
stream will not affect the habitation in town area even during 
the highest recorded flood of Tista. The alignment of segregating 
embankment would pass through the bed of Tista for avoiding 
the built up area on the bank. The encroachment of about 
1,000 ft, in the river will not affect its function es the average 
width of the river is about 12,000 ft. against reouiremcnt of 
4,300 ft. 

Regarding proposal No. 2 : 

This proposal is almost the .same in principle as that of No. 1. 
For avoiding the built up town areas the alignment of segregating 
embankment has been made through the bed for a length of 2 
miles and the remaining length of 2^ miles passes through the 
country between the present bank and the Railway line. 

Regarding proposal No. 3: 

The diversion of the upland discharge of the Karala above 
Jalpaiguri town is possible. But the submergence of the town 
area cannot be avoided as the discharge of Dhardharu and 
Rukruka, tributaries of the Karala, having a catchment area of 
10-3 sq. miles, i.e. about l/5th of the total catchment entering 
the town area cannot be diverted above the town and the back 
flow of Tista will inundate the town through 'the opening to 
be kept at the present outfall of Karala, ^This scheme envisages 
a cut starling from the Rukruka just below the Railway crossing 
near the northern boundary of the Engineering College Campus 
and connecting it to the river Karala and then another cut from 
the river Karala ju^t above the Arabinda Colony of the town 
area finally joining the Tista river abouf'4 miles downstream of 
the present outfall. The total length of this channel is 8 miles. 
The lowermost catchment area will be diverted by a lined channel 
to the Panga through the Gadadhar. The present outfall of 
Karala will be closed to prevent the backflow of Tista submerging 
the town. 

Regarding proposal No. 4 : . 

This proposal is about diverting the upland discharge of the 
Karala into the adjoining valley the Pariga by 'making a cut 
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of 4 miles instead of the channel to Tista as in the previous 
proposal. The lower cut to Gadadhar is the same as that of 
proposal No. 3. J * 


Re^ardm,(> proposal No^ 5: 

The*"entire river Kara la is proposed to be diverted to the river 
Panga through the rivulet Gadadhar after crossing the Railway 
line. The rivulet GadMhar having a small catchment of 4.15 sq. 
miles* will have to be re-sectioned to accommodate the extra 
discharge of Karala. Both ihe*«rivers being combined will 
ultimately fall iiMo Panga which flows down to Bangladesh. The 
Piinga wilj have also to be widened to take this extra discharge. 
Tq ^oid the built pp area in the Jalpjiiguri town the diversio*n 
channel of Karala will pass through the bed of the river Tista 
for a length of about 32 chains. 

• 

Re^ardins proposal No, 6: 

This scheme is similar to the proposal No. 5 except that the 
diversion channel will pass through the built up town area 
from the start, instead o{ aligning the first 32 chain.s through 
the river bed. The present outfall of Kara la will be closed. 

« 

Present Scheme 


A Committee was appointed by the Government of India to 
go into the problem of Hooding in Jalp^guri town owing to 
Karala iloods. On 23* April 1971 all the member.s of tite Com¬ 
mittee inspected the last 3 miles stretch of the Karala and the 
Tista river from Railway bridge to M^ndalghaC. The Cammiltee 
examined afl lhe*abovementioned 6 alternative schemes presented 
to them and opined in tjie interim report thatnhe scheme No. one 
(estimated to cost Rs. 173 iakhs) contemplating a ex¬ 

tension of Karala channel within the Tista, parallel and adjacent 
to its present right bank, with an outfall at Mandalghat is the 
cheapest and has the lea.st number of human problems involved 
and could be executed quickly. The Chairman further highlighted 
that no other proposal except this can lower the sub-soil water in 
the Jalpaig<iri town and J:hat the other proposals divert the flood 
waters but not drain the sub-soil water.* The Chairman of the 
Committee m^ade the following suggestions for .presenting a 
detailed scheme: * » 



46 


JALPAIGURI 


(i) To Stan 
outfall channel 
extended in the 
Tista 

(ii) 

(a) . Bed width — 

(b) Full supply depth — 

(c) Longitudinal slope — 

(i) Within new outfall 

(ii) Within Karala 

(d) Side slope of cutting 

(e) Tista side berm — 


(f) Land side berm — 

(g) F.D.L. at present 
Karala outfall — 


channel shall be as follows: 

80 metre* 

3 „ • 

1 in 6,400 • 

! in 5.000 
2:1 

30 metre (about 100 ft.). 

(To be varied with a view to 
prevent piping or flowing of 
sand into the channel under 
flood conditions of .Tista and 
no flood in Karala.) 

15 metre (50 ft.) 

80.40 metre. 


with in the present condition the length of the 
shaU be 3.048 metres (10,000 ft.) which can be. 
future as and when the^gradual aggravation of 
affects the new mouth. 

The section of the diversion 


.liii) Connected drain — One metre deep and 4.57 metre wide — 
to drain out the stagnant water and put an end to the water 
hyacinth choking Karala within the town limits. • 

(iv) At the exit the end is to be flared to a width of 140 metre 
keeping a total cross-sectional area enough to ensure that the 

total energy line is not effluxed. ^ „ u 

(V) The crest width of the Tista side embankment shall be 
15 metr€;s to* utilise the excavated spoil as far as possible. 

(vi) The river face of Tista embankment shall be protected 
from erosion by protruding solid spurs and boulder pitching and 
aprons where wanted. ^ 

The Committee stated categoricaHy in the interim report that 
the object of this scheme is to improve the outfall condition of 
a river like Tista in its present condition.' But the above layout, 
if well maintained, will render Jalpaiguri flooding very infrequent 
and^of short duration. 

On the basis of the above suggestions of the Committee a 
detailed scheme has been framed ,and estim'ate prepared. 
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APPENDIX — B 


lolktdlc of the Tisi^«nd ihc TisiS Gun in Ja1j»3l^uri 


The-popular slocy is that the Tlsta is a sacred river and 
personified as a living incarnation of the river goddess of the 
same nqme. Her decree is prophetic and materializes into action. 
The Dharla, locally known as the Dhalla, is said to be the husband 
of the Tista Budi and of another named the Mechi. It Is about 
fouf and a half rjiles from the present Mainaguri Railway Station, 
The Tista Budi has one son and a daughter by her husband, the 
Dharki. fhe name of the son is Karala and of the daughter 
Dulali. Dulali is no longer a river. With the passage of lime 
it has now been* transformed Into a big tank and is severed from 
her parents. On the western side of the Jalpaiguri station the 
Dulali tanTc still exists in the suburb of Adarpanl. The Karala 
river divides the town into two halves as it passes right through 
the heart of the town. Mechi river is now dried up and only 
heaps of sand remain at its, bottom. The point of her confluence 
with the Dharla is now dried up by formation of land. It is 
said that the town of Jalpaiguri is visited with flood in the year 
the Tista Budi* wishes to meet her daughter, the DuIMi, when this 
tank (Du^aU) overflows and mixes with the Tista. In the town 
or in the suburbs when famine and pestilence break out, the 
people go to the jiver bank for immolation of goats or for offerings 
on the bank to appease the» angry goddess, Tista who demands 
worship •by groaning. ^Thls groaning is the sound of tWb Tista 
Gun. • , 



1 . 
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• Rcprixlutcd in substance from a i^nuscript uccount written by H. N 
Mukherjee, a i^ideni Jalpaiguri. ♦ ' • 



CHAPTER 11 


Prr*history and 
PROTO’HISTORY 


HISTORY 

The land and the people of the Jalpai^uci district have a long 
history which includes the history of part of Assam, the Koch 
Bihar and the Rangpur districts. 

No tools and artefacts have so far been found in the district, 
which can be said to have been made by the pre-historic man. 
In the MahabMrata (the historical basis of which goes back to 
the 10th century B.C. according to F. E. Pargiter. H. C. Ray 
Chaudhuri and L. D. Baraett)‘, there is the mention of a king 
named Bhagadatta. He was the king of Pragjydtisha or Western 
Assam. He joined the battle of Kurukshetra on the side cf the 
Kauravas with his anny of Chinese and Kirata soldiers.* In the 
Mahnbhnrata, Bhagadatta has been described a^ a king of the 
mlechchhas or non-Hindu barbarians* 

It is difficult to know the extent of Bhagadatta’s kingdom* from 
the MMbhxJrata. But from the Sabhd-pwvan of Mahabharata. 
it appears that the whole of the area to the north of river Lohit 
or Brahmaputra v/as within his domain and it also extended 
beyond. It also appears that he ruled over all mlechchhas of 
Kirata origin.* Kirata is a generic name, given by the speakers 
of Indo-Aryan languages to speakers of Tibeto-Burnaan languages, 
belonging to Tibeto-Mongoloid races. These Tibeto-Burman 
speakers began to settle down in the southern foothills and 
slopes of the Himalayas from about the first millenium B.C.^ 
As Bhagadatta was supposed to have ruled over all Kiratas and 
as his Kingdom contained tracts north of the Lohit it may be 
presumed that his kingdom extended up to the eastern Nepal 
from the eastern borders of Assam, comprising the foothills and 
slopes of the Himalayas, Within this tract Tails the modern 
district of Jalpaiguri. The Tibeto-Mongploid Nfeches. supposed 
to be an off-shoot of the Tibeto-Purman speaking Bodo group 
of tribes, can still claim to be one of the few autochthonous 
people of the district. RajbansTs, who are the other autoch- 

' S. K. Ohatterji — Kiratfi-Jana-Kriti, Calcutta; 1951, p. 7. 

* MahabharatQ, Sabha-parvan 26, 9 and MahabMrcta. V. S84, quoted by 
5. K. Chatterji — op. cit., p, 20. 

2 S. K. Chatterji — op. cit., p, 20. 

* Mahabharata, SabhS’PaTWin, 30, 26-28, qvxued by S. K. ChAtterji — 
op. cit., pp. 20*21. 

* $. K- ChztteTji — op. cit., p. 22- 

j ' « ' 
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(honous people of the district, appear to be Hinduized and 
Sanskritized Koches oL the past. According to Prof. S. K. 
Chatterji, like Meches^ fcoches too were one of the Bodo tribes.' ♦ 


Except some stray references to the country named Pragjyotisha Anoent History 
and to the Kirata people in the Rdmoyana, Harivath.^a, 'Brahma- 
purdrta, Vdyupurdna. RaphuvaMa, Brihat^ 
semhitd. Yof>m\iantra and the Greek work Periplus of the 
Erythraean Sea of the first century^ A.D.. we do not have any 
precise reference ^to the land and people of the modern district of • . 

Jalpaiguri,^till about the seventh century A.D, 

5adganga Rock inscription refers to .^rt Bhutivarman, an 
ancestor of Bhaskaravarman as performing an A^vamedha sacrifice. 

The famots NiAanpur grant of Bhaskaravarman informs us that 
BhutiJarman captured the whole of Kamarupa and had. a circle 
of feudatory rulers under him. As for North Bengal, we have 
no records of the Imperial Guptas after A.D. 543. We may 
assume that the conquest of Bhutivarman may have something 
to do with the fall of the dynasty in that region.* Bhulivarman’s 
grandson, Slhilavaniian, is dcsciibed in tlie Nalanda seals as the 
performer of two horse-sacrifices, while the latter’s son Susthi- 
tavarman tak*? the title of MahSrajadhiraja. He was defeated 
by later Gupta king Mahasenagupta.* 

Bhaskaravarman is the best known king of the dynasty which 
had been ruling .in Kamarupa since the fourth century A.D. It 
is probable that the thirteenth and the last king of the dynasty. 

Bhaskardvarmari, ruled over the whole of the Brahmaputra* Valley 
in Assam and over ponsiderable areas to the north of Bangladesh 
and West Bengal, From the NIdhanptir copper plate issued as 
a land-grant deed by bhaskaravarman from Karnasuvarna. 

Sa^anka’s former capital, it appears that after the death of 
Sa^ahka, Bhaskaravarman came down from the north of the 
Gariga in West Bengal to the south.* He was a contemporary of 
Harshavardhana of Kanaui and ^a^anka of Bengal. After the 


^ Ibid., pp. 27-28. 

> S. Chauooadhyaya — Early Hisiors of North India, 1058, p. 208. 

« Ibid., p. 2^. , 

* R. C. Mahimdar el.al — "Phr History and CuJlure of the Indian People, 
VoL III, The Classical Age. Bamhay. 1962. p. 140- Some say that accord* 
in? 10 She^Kia-fang-che Harsh a and BhaskaTovarman cc^joincly fought 
against Satanktf and i# is but natural ho think that BnSskar^arma^ 
occupied eastern part of Sa^Shka's Rinsdom as a part of his joint victory. 
(Vide S. Chaitopadhyaya, op.cit., p. 250). 
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death of i^aafika he might have annexed some pam of ^^a^Sfika's. 
kingdom to his own. 

Bhaskaravarman appears to have beej a sovereign ruler, for 
•he, according to Baiiabhatta. is reported to have said that he 
aoknowledsed the overiordship of none hut ^iva.’ Prof. S. K. 
Chatterji thinks that this seventh-century king of Kamanipa was 
a Kirata or an Indo-Mongoloid.* Tf this presumption is •correct, 
then if must be said' that by the seventh century^ A.D.. the 
Hinduization and Sanskritization of the leading sections of the 
Indo-’Mongoloid people had already taken plaqp. for otherwise 
Rhlskaravarman would not have declared himself to he a devotee 
of Siva. Yet he was not a bigoted Puranic Hindu. He made 
real efforts to get the Chinese Buddhist traveller Yuan Chwang 
as a guest of his kingdom and retain him there.’ .Accordm.g. to 
Yuan Chwang, Kamarupa included the whole of Assam valley 
and extended up to the Karafoya river in the west.‘ ‘According 
to him the western and south-western part of the Kanlarupa 
kingdom, roughly corresponding to present Jalpaiguri district, was 
inhabited by tribes of Mongoloid races 
In the ninth century the history of this district became a part 
of the history of the Pala kings within whose domain Vaiiga and 
Varciidia were included. From there, the third Pala king Deya- 
Pala fc. A.D. 810-50) set out on conquests. One of his raids 
of conquest took his brother Javapala to Pragivotisha.’ The 
army’s route perhaps lay through Rangpur and Goalparit districts. 
The king of Kamarupa or Pragjvotisha accepted the suzerainty of 
Devapala and was left unmolested. This king was probably 
Hariara or his father Pralambha.' After *e death of Devapala 
the king of Kamarupa, Hariara asserted his independence.’ 

Bv the end of the tenth centurv a line of kings belonging to the 
dynasty called the Kamboias. dispossessed thn Palas of certain 
parts of their empire in Varendri in North Bengal and Danda- 
bhukti in South Bengal. Historians are at a loss to say where 
they came from, the north-w-est rtr the north-east. Tf they had 
come from the north-east, it is probable that before being, in 
Varendri, they had been in KSmarupa, that is Western Assam. 
Koch Bihar and eastern Jalpaiguri. The Kamboias might have 
been originally an Tndo-Mongoloid tribe, speaking one of the 


ibid., p. • 

S. K. Chatterli — op- cit.. p- 95. 

R C Marufndar « at. ^ op. pp. 1S9-40. 

R a MatumHar - * Ancient Bensalf C^Xattfi, 

Afcordtn? to KamauU Grant of V^dyadeva. PvSgivot^isha wa^ thn name 
of a in which KSmarupa was a mandnh at that time ^ 

R. C. Mainmdar — Pp. «e., p. H2- • 

ibid., p, 12S--* • 
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Tibeeo-Burman languages, but they had become Saivitc Hindus 
and had accepted Sanskiii as their court language, as is evident 
from the stone^pillar inscription of a 5iva temple at Bangadh in 
Dinajpur in Bangladesh.* It is apparent that successive waves 
of Kiratas or Indo-Mongoloids had become Sanskritized and 
Hinduired. 

• In the eighth decade of the eleventh century the Palas were 
dispossessed of {heir kingdom in Varendri by the Kaivarta chief 
Divyok. but Rantapala was able to regain Varendri from Divyok’s 
successor Bhima. Rama pa la followfi^l up his success in Varendri 
by conquering K^marupa. 

During the reign of Ramapala’s son Kumarapala, a feudatory 
king Of Kamarupa, Tjrhgyadeva. rose in revolt. Kumarapala sent 
his minister Vaidyadeva to put down the revolt and integrate the 
country within the Pala empire. Prngjyotisha became a bhukti 
of thc^Piila empire and Kamarupa a mandala within that bhukti. 
according to Kamauli copper-plate grant of Vaidyadeva. But 
after the death of Kumarapala the Uparika or the Governor of 
the hhukii. Vaidyadeva, became an independent king. It is 
possible that the successors of Vaidyadeva could not maintain 
hegemony over the whole of Pragjyotisha or its western pari, 
KamarCipa for a long time. 

According t6 Knmarupa Buranji (a chronicle of Assam Kings) 
a Buddhist nionk named Jitari, who was revered by the Pala king 
MahTpala (c. 978-1026), had established himself as a feudatory 
chief somewhere-in the western KamarOpa,* It is presumed that 
his successors became independent of the hegemony of the suc¬ 
cessors of Vaidyadeva in western Kamarupa — the westernmost 
frontier of which ran along the Tista-Karatoya.* The capital of 
western Kamarupa was ^probably K-amtapur, identifieci with 
Gosanimari in Koch Bihar. The kingdom of eastern Kamarupa 
lay towards the east oP-Varendri in Assam*where the Ahoms 
later established their hegemofiy. 

The hegemony of the Kamt^^var kings over western Kamarupa 
was by no means complete- There were independent, semi- 
independent and feudatory tribal chieftains within Kamarupa, 
This can be gleaned from the account of Muhammad Bakhtyir 

^ R. C. M^jumdar — p. 126. • 

' Khan Chaudhury Amanatullab Abmed — fCo^-Bikdrer ItihAs, Vol. t, 
Koch-B:har. 19Stf. p. 20. 

* The King of gerhap3 Vaid^de%tt or hia successor, might have 

invaded the newly founded dominjpn of the Senas and was driven away 
{vide R. C- Majunidar — ffjstory /)f Ancient Bengal, Calcutta, 1971, 

p. 226^ ^ » 
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KhaljPs expedition to Tibet left by Minhaj-i-Siraj in his Tabaqudu 
These feudatory chiefs and kijigs were known as the 

• Bhuinyas. 


MEfiiEVAL Period After the conquest of Radha and Varendri Muhammad B*khtyar 
• Khaiji set out on his expedition to Tibet, from Devikot in 
. Dinajpur district, towards the close of the winter of A.D. 1206. 

The army marched in a north-easterly directiop till it reached 
the neighbourhood of Bardi^ankot (in Rangpur district) oi> the 
• west bank of the Bagmati river, identified with the Karatoya- 

Tista by Blochmann. On the other side of the river lay the 
territory of the king Kamarupa. The ^army did not -cross 
the river but started moving north through jungle tracts. For 
ten days the army marched through the jungle’, till It reached 
the hills. These jungles were inhabited by three Monjoloid 
tribes the Koch, the Mech and the Tharu or Tiharu. Before 
Bakhtyar had set out on these expeditions he had captured a 
Mech chief and converted him to Islam. This Mech chief who 
later came to be known as ‘Ali the Mech’. led Bakhtyar’s army 
through the submontane region. On the eleventh day from their 
start from Bacdhankot. the troops crossed the Tista and reached 
the extreme north point of the territory of the Rnja of Kamarupa. 
Since the Raja had to suffer an invasion of Lakshmanasena. 
whom Bakhtyar subsequently defeated at Nadi5, the Raja was 
apparently friendly towards Bakhtyar. Bakhtyar’s route back 
from the perilous campaign also lay through the same territory.' As 
is quite evident, the greater part of Bakhtyar’s route, along the 
Karatoya-Tisla till he reached the hills, lay ,through the present 
district * 0 ! Jalpaiguri. • 

At the end of the thirteenth century, a feudatory chief named 
Durlabhnarayan became supreme in KamarCipa and began to 
rule over the tract lying between Hhe Kara toy a in the west and 
the Bamadi in the south and.modem Kamrup district in !he 
east. According to Rtfdrasimha's Btiranji. Durlabhnarayan had 
brought a number of Brahraanas and Kayastha’s from the Gangetic 
plains and settled (hem with rent-free lands. All of them were 
settled either in the present Koch Bihar district or in the 
Brahmaputra valley. 

Among the kayasthas Durlabhnarayan bad* settled there was 
a person named Chandiba^ llvibg in a viUage nemed PemSguri 


1 Jadunath Sarkar (ed.) —Ww/ory of Bengal, Vol. II, Dacca, 1948, pp. 9*11. 
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in the present Kamrup district (according to others at Baradoya 
m the present Nawgon^ district). In this lineage was born the 
great Vaishnava poet.Samkaradeva in 1449. 

Durlabhnarayan’s line could not continue their rule over 
Kamtapur-Kamarupa. They were uprouted by the Dhvaja kings, 
Nlladhyaja was followed by Chakradhvaja. Chakradhvaja was 
succeeded by Nllambar. Nllambar is said to have constructed 
several ^roads from the capital at Kamtapur-Gosanimari in the 
present Koch Bih.ir district; one of these was the road from 
the capital to the temple of Jalpesvar Siva at Maynaguri police 
station area. * 

Ghiyasuddin Azam Shah (A.D. 1389-1409), the Iliyas Shahi 
king,of Gauda, invaded Kamarupa. The Raja of Kamtapup- 
Kamarupa forged a if alliance with his erstwhile enemy the Ahom 
King and put ^p resistance. As a result Ghiyasuddin Azam 
could, not advance beyond the Tista-Karatoya and had to return.* 
It seenrs that the kings of Kamtapur-Kamarupa had pushed 
ahead the borders of their kingdom beyond the Karatoya by 
the middle of the fifteenth century. To recover the cis-Karatoya 
regions from their hand Ruknuddin Barbak Shah (1459-74) sent 
the valiant saint knight of North Bengal, Shah Ismail Ghazi, 
to war against Kamtapur-Kamarupa. Ismail was defeated by 
the Raja of -Kamtapur-Kamarupa in a battle that took place 
near Santosh in Dinajpur district of Bangladesh. But Ismail 
persuaded the Raja to withdraw beyond the Karatoya.* 

In 1498, Alauddin Husain Shah (1493-1519) launched a vigorous 
campaign again.st Nllambar,^ the king of Kamtapur-Kamarupa, to 
regain the territories the Sultans of Gauda had lost south of 
the Karatoya. yhe war is popularly believed to have been 
instigated by NTlambar’s Brahmin mii^lster, whose licentious son 
had been brutally murdered by the Raja. Nllambar had con¬ 
solidated his conquest^, by constructing a military road from 
Kamtapur to his frontier fortress at Ghoraghat. Ghoraghat, in 
the present Dinajpur district, had previously been the frontier post 
of the sultanate of Gauda. Aftw taking Ghoraghit Husain Shah 
marched straight to Kamtapur-Gosanimari and besieged the 
capital. The city was fortified and the siege dragged on for a 
considerable period of time. At last Husain Shah gained entry 


> Jaduniih Sarkar (ed.) — op.cit., p. 1!8. 

» knm'^var was so powerfully improved ^ the saintly rharacter of Ismail 
thnf he is rephrted to^ave surrendered *1x1 ms cl f and embraced Nam and 
that led to the persuasion of RSja to withdraw beyond the river. 
(Vide J. N. Sarkar, op. cil., p. 134). 
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into the inner citadel and captured NTlambar. But the latter 
escaped. Kamarupa was annexed to the Gauda sultanate as 
far east as Hajo. A colony of Afghans was left in Kamarupa 
who dispossessed some of the Hindu /amindars and took over 
the civil and military administration.* Husain Shah followed up 
his conquest of Kamarupa with a raid on the Ahom territory 
and achieved temporary success. But taking advantage of the 
monsoon, the Ahom army severely mauled the Bengal army 
and made it retreat from the Ahom territory.* 

When the Dhvaja kings were ruling over Kamarupa, a chief 
named Haridas was ruling "as a Maiidal on the north-ea\lem 
fringe of Kamarupa. in the territory bound hf the Manas river 
in the east, the Sankosh in the west, the Bhutan-Him^ayas in 
the north and the Brahmaputra in the south. It is not certain 
which king he acknowledged as a feudatory* or subordinate 
official.—-the king of Kamtapur-Kamarupa or the king of the 
Ahoms. Haridas was most probably born in a Hinduized" Koch 
family, if not a Mech family. He had two wives, Heera and 
Jeera. Heera was the daughter of a Bhoi king named Hajo or 
Hajia. Two sons were born to Haridas and Heera, ?5iiu was 
the elder and Visu was the younger son. Harid^ had his head* 
quarters at a place called Chikna. On attaining age, HaridSs’s 
son Vi^u (later Visvasiriiha) waged W'ars against the neighbouring 
feudatory Bhuinyas and annexed their territories. But he wa.^ 
clever enough not to antagonize the Ahom king. 

When Husain Shah attacked KamtHpur-Kamarupa and pro¬ 
ceeded against the Ahom King, Visvasimha did' not rally to the 
side ol either the king of Kamarupa or the Ahom !Gng. He 
was, therefore, spared. He acknowledged the^ suzerainty of the 
Sultan of Gauda and crowned himself as fhe Kamte^var King 
of Kamtapur-Kamarupa, with the former’s approval. 

In 1529, Nasiruddia Abul Muzaffar^ Nusrat-Shah (1519-32) 
invaded the Ahom kingdom frorq his advanced post in Hajo, 
within the subordinate kingdom of Kamarupa. But Nusrat had 
to suffer a defeat. After NusraVs -death, the attack was renewed 
next year by a general of the Bengal army named Turbak.* 
Visvasimha now joined hands with the Ahom King and their 
combined forces defeated the Gauda army. VKvasimha became 

« ibid., pp- 14647. 

* ibid., IOC. cit. 

* J. Ni Sarkar — cit,, pp. *57-58. There l$,«howev», no reference lo 
the hostilities between Ahoms and cJie Muhammadans in the records of 
the Koch n»le (x/ide E, Gah d Hittory of Asspm. 1965, pp. .“10-1). 
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the sovereign king of Kamiapur-Kamarupa. He then annexed 
gc tensive areas of the Gaud a sultanate in the south, the Ahom 
kingdom in the east and Bhutan in the north of his kingdom. 

For the civil and* military administration of his kingdom ' 
Visvasirhha created several offices. He appointed his brother 
sisu. now renamed ^ishyasimha, the Rai or the Raja of the 
frontier*'^©? at Siliigudi or Silikhagudi, identified with modem 
^lliguri in Darjiling district. The headquarters was later shifted 
to Baikunthapur to the north-north-west of the present town of 
Jalpai^ri. The- Raikals of Baikunthapur trace their lineage 
from* $ishyasirhha, the first Raikat*. 

Vij^vasiriiha iBarried according to Gandharva riles*, a term 
by which the Puranic Brahman ical Hindus covered all marriages 
solemnized under non-Brahmanical rites; Vaidic and Prdfdpdtyf^ 
forms were. supposed to be proper ^dHric Hindu forms. But 
Visvasimha held his coronation in accordance with proper Vaidic 
rites, ivhece Brahmins presided and Brahmins, Kshatriyas. Vaishyas 
and ?>udras were present to formally acknowledge the sovereignty 
of the new king.^ According to W. W. Hunter, Vilvasimha 
formally declared himself to be a Hindu, along with a large 
number of his civil and military officials, just before his coronation. 
Hunter’s opinion is that it is through him that the Hinduization 
of the Koches began, which eventually led to their assumption 
of the caste-name Rajbanshj. 

One of Jhe officials who along with Visvasiriiha became 
formally a Hindu, was his brother ^i^u. On becoming a Hindu 
changed his name to .'^ishyasirhha alias Sivakumar. ^iva- 
kumar was preferred because Vi^vasiihha and his followers were 
initiated to Saivism by one Kolichandra Bhattacharya.^ But even 
in the nineteenth •century the Hindu status of the Raikats of 
Baikunthapur was in question. In & case regarding the rights 
of an adopted^ son, which went up to the^ Privy Council, the 
latter held the view tlfet there was no evidence that all Hindu 
customary laws were applicable to them.* 

• Visvasirhha died in circa A.D. 1533. Maharani Sudamni took 
her own life by climbing on the funeral pyre of her dead husband 
and became a sail and thus helped the family to lay a claim 
to being Kshatriyas. 




1 Kban Chowdhury AmanatuUab Khan — op. cit., p. 91 

* ibid., p. S7.. * „ 

« ibid,, p. 

‘ ibid., loc. cit. 
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Vaishnava poets acd preachers like Sariikara, Madhava aad 
Diraodardeva helped the process of Sanskritization and Hinduiza* 
tion of the Koches. Meches and other 'Tlbeto-Mongoloid people, 
speaking different Tibeto-Burman languages* at about the time of 
king Naranarayan. In 1533 or ’34. Vi^vasiiiiha’s son Naranarayan 
was crowned as the king of KMtaput-Kamarupa. At hjs coro¬ 
nation his uncle the Raikat of Baikuiuhapur, $ishyasimha held 
the ritual umbrella over his head. Naranarayan was a great 
conqueror. He extended the area of his kingdom by s^everal 
wars. The western limit of the kingdom was Extended bevond 
the Karaloya and included all ttacts to the cast of the Mahananda; 
in the south-west Che frontier ran along Ghoraghat in Rangpur 
district.^ _ i 

Mn 1587. Naranarayan’s son Lakshmina^ayan ascended the 
throne of Kamtapur-Kamarupa. He was not as strong a king 
as his father. During his reign a collateral branch of the house 
declared independence and established a separate kingdom at 
East Kamarupa (Barpeta district of Assam). Lakshmmarayan 
entered into an unequal alliance with the Mughals. after being 
defeated by them, He agreed to pay a peskhus of Rs. 1,00.000 
to Sheikh Kamal. Jehangir's genera! who conquered Kamarupa,* 
Prannarnyan who became the king of West Kamarupa in 1632, 
conquered East Kamarupa and refused to pay th^ peskhus to 
the Mughal faujddr any more. * 

After Aurangazeb became the Mughal emperor, he sent the 
Subahdar of Subdh Bdhgld. Khan, to subdue the king 

of Kamtapur-Kamarupa. At the advance of the Mughal army, 
the king fled from the capital. But as soon as the Mughal army 
marched towards Assam the king came back and recaptured his 
capita!. The next Subahdar of Bengal, 5?ustba khan, was about 
to march on Koch Bihar (previously vdescribed as Kamarupa. 
K3mtapur-K^arup^ or West Kamarupa) in 1664; Prannarayan 
thought it better to stall the invasion by agreeing to pay a tribute 
or indemnity. Prannarayan brought architects' from Delhi to 
construct a new temple on the site of the old temple of Jalpc^var 
5iva. But he could not complete the constr 'crion during his 
life time. His son Maharaj Modnarayan (1665-80) completed the 
construction of the temple and made a grant of 44 jotes or rent- 
free devoitar for the maintenance of the Jalpe^var temple. 


* K. C. 4. Kha«i — op. cit.» pp. 424-25. i> ^ 

• M. I. Borah tr, & ed._ Baharistcfhi’Ghaybi, Vol. IJ, Gauhati, 1959, 

p. 254. 
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In 1680, Maharaj Modnarayan died. As he had no son his 
•younger brother Basudevnarayan ascended the throne. This was • 
not to the liking of the*Nazir (minister) Jajnanarayan. The latter^ 
enlisted the support of the Bhutanese and invaded Kamtapur. 
The supporters of Basudevnarayan appealed to the Raikat 
brothecs^of Balkunthapur to come to their aid. With the advent 
of R^kats Jagadeva and Bhujadeva with an army, the Bhutias 
fled. But after the Raikats went back, the Bhutias reappeared 
with Jajnanarayan and began their depredations. Jajnanarayan 
capfured the king, executed him a.nd declared himself king. On 
hiring the news of the death of thb king the Riikats reassembled 
the remains of the royal army under their command and marched 
against Jajnanarayan and his Bhutanese army, routed them in^a 
battle on the river ’•Mansai, crowned Mahindranarayan, a direct 
descendant' of - Prannarayan. as the king and went back to 
Baikunthapur after leaving an armed contingent at Kamtapur 
for keeping the peace. 

Peace could not be established in Kamtapur. Central power 
was weak. Jajnanarayan, although bumbled, was still there, 
spreading dissensions, Different officials at different places were 
acting almost independently. In such a situation came the 
Mughal Invasion of 1685, led by the Naib Subahdar of Bengal. 
Bbavani Dasv Some of the governors of the southern chdkl^s of 
Kamarupa acknowledged the suzerainty of the Mughal Subahdar 
Ibrahim Khan by paying tributes and joined hands with the 
faujddr of Ghoraghat. In such a situation the ministers and 
officials of Kamariipa again offered the post of Chatranazir to 
Jajnanarayan. This eflraged the Raikat brothers of Baikiinthapur. 
In this situatioi^ the weak king Mahindranarayan died without 
leaving any successor. As a descen^nt of a col lateral branch 
of the royal family Jajnanarayan declared himself the king. The 
Raikats could mol accept him as the king. • War became inevit¬ 
able. In die battle that fcjlowed. either in 1700 or in 1702, 
Raikats Jagadeva. Bhujadeva and king Jajnanirayan were killed. 

Rupnarayan a nephew of Jajnanarayan ascended the throne 
of Kamtapur-Kamarupa, henceforth known as Koch Bihar, in 
circa 1704. Santaaarayan became his Chatranazir. With the 
accession to the throne began the quarrel mth the Mughal 
iaujddrs of Ghoraghat«and Rangpur. Rupnarayan and Santa- 
n^ayan were bent upon recapturing tffe territories or chdkl^s, 
the governors of which had accedtd to the Mughals vjien the 
Koch Bihar kingdom became Veak. They were also bent upon 
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eslabhshing their hegemony over Baiku.iihapur, which for all ' 
practical purposes became independent during the rule of Raikats" 
Jagadeya and Bhujadeva. There was a protracted war between 
the Ra;a of Koch Bihar and the faujddrs of Ranraur and 
Ohoraghat. At last a treaty was concluded in 1711, Accordine 
to the term,s of the treaty the cMkBs of Karjinhat, Kakina and 
Fatehpur . became pan of the Mughal SutxV, of Bengal; under 
the Jauid>u of Rangpur. The jaujdar gave the cMA/ 4 j of 
Boda. Patgram and Purbabhag in ijara to ChatTanazir’Santa- 
narayan to be enjoyed by him and his descendants. What 
hap^ned to Baikunthapur remained enigmatic. According’ to 
H. N. Choudhury. as a price of the iaujdSr of Tirhut’s support 
to Sanlanarayai.i against the Raikals, Baikunthapur pdrganA. too 
was ceded to the Mughals. But subsequent events go agairi.st 
such an assumption. Baikunthapur. in all probability, became 
an independent territory under the rule of the Raikats. In-1793 
the pargana of Baikunthapur comprised an area of 450 square 
miles. It may be presumed that in the eighteenth century when 
Baikunthapur became independent of Koch Bihar, its eastern 
limit ran roughJy along the Jaldhaka river, the western along 
the Mahananda. the southern roughly along the present boundary 
of the Jalpaigun district and the northern along the foothUls of 
the Himalayas: that is, Baikunthapur was almost xonterminous 
with the present Jalpaiguri Sadar subdivision. Aliput Duars 
subdivision comprising the Western Duars, was -within' the 
kingdom of Western Kamarupa or Koch Bihar. This area was 
soon to become the bone of contention between Bhutan and 
Koch Bihar. ’ * 

In 1714, Upendraniirayan ascended the throne of Koch Bihar 
He had no issue and adopted the son of his dewan, Dinanarayan. 
Dmanarayaii’s father Satyanarayan wanted the 'King' to declare 
Dinanarayan as his. successor. As the King did not agree to 
do that, Dinanarayan requested the Mughal faujdar of Rangpur 
Syed ,^ed to help him to become the King. As the Mughals 
wanted a puppet on the thronb of Koch Bihar, their annv 
advanced to Kamtapur. Raja Upendranarayan sought the help 
of tie Devaraja of Bhutan. The Bhutanese army and the Koch 
army together gave the Mughals a fight in which the fauidar 
of Rangpur was defeated. 
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Having come to the aid of (he Raja of Koch Bihar, the 
'•Bhutanese entrenched themselves in Western Duars. For fear 
of renewed Mugha] invasion the Raja of Koch Bihar was 
reluctant to take steps against them. 

Taking advantage of the weakening of the Koch Bihar king¬ 
dom. jhe Raikats of Baikunihapur — who had already become 
.indepeiiSeni—were trying to fish in troubled waters and to 
extend the bounds of their territory. The thirteenth Raikai 
Dhacm'adeva '(1713-26) had shifted his headquarters from 
Baikunihapur In the jungles to Jalpaigurl in the open, that is. 
n^ar the borders of Kwh Bihar kingdom. 

In 1736 the fourteenth Raikat Bhupdeva died, leaving behind 
two, young sons Vikramadeva and Darpadeva. The absence ^of 
a'strong Raikat at the helm of affairs at Jalpaiguri in Balkui.iiha- 
pur, was inducement enough for the faujdnr of Rangpur Sauk at 
Jung to invade Baikunihapur and take the two brothers as 
capt'ives to Rangpur. The invasion took place some lime between 
1736 and 1739. Baikunihapur was declared a Mughal 
under the laufddr of Rangpur. The revenue of the pari!on‘( 
began to be deposited at the collectorate at Rangpur.* 

In 1752 or ’53 the then faujddr of Rangpur Kasim Ali led 
an army to subdue the rebellious chiefs of Baikui.nhapur. who 
had become* independent in the meanwhile, taking advantage of 
Murshidabad’s preoccupation elsewhere. Kasim Ali took the 
two imprisoned descendants of the R^kat family with him to 
Baikunrhapur and after subduing the rebellious chiefs made 
Vikramadeva tW Raikat. ^ After having spent the best seventeen 
years of his life in iihprisonment Vikramadeva was in mood 
to rebel againthe suzerainty of Murshidibad. 

Afier^ the death* of Vikramadeva, Darpadeva (1758-93) became 
the Raikat of Baikunihapur par^and in 1758. Never in his 
Ralkatship <ftd he. formally renounce • (he suzerainty of 
Murshidabad- 


In 1765 the Dewdni of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa was conferred modern pewop 
on the East India Ccinpany by Shah Alam. Emperor of Delhi. 

Shortly thereafter the Company entered into relations with Koch 
Bihar and Jalpaiguri. ^ In 1774 the Raikat of Batri^haza|i or 
Baikunihapur (fbore or less the present Sadar subdivision of 

' Anin Bhustian Mvjunidnr — 'Unabifiisa SacaMir tfajkunilvapur* in 
Jalpdi^ri Je!4 Satavarshiki ^mfirak^/intha (in Ben^alUi 1SC9-1968, 

Jalpaiguri pp. 31-2. 
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Jalpaiguri) was Darpa Deva. He was confirmed in his possession 
by the Company but a revenue was assessed on his lands and- 
he was placed on exactly the same footing as an ordinary zamindar. 
It is interesting to note that Darpadeva in a petition of remon¬ 
strance against the heavy revenue assessed on him, which he 
addressed in 1777 to the Collector of Rangpur. calls himself Raja 
of Batri^hazari, and it seems he was popularly call^ Raja.. 
Baikunthapur was annexed by the Company in 1772, The 
zamindar was made to pay an annual tribute of Rs. 10,000 but 
after an inquiry was made into the resources of the country 
in 1774, the revenue payable Vas increased to Rs. 25,000, which 
was further increased to Rs. 30,000 in the following year. This 
mainiained in spite of the Raja’s energetic remonstrances. 

Baikunthapur was infested by sannyasls, whdravaged the country 
in armed bands of several hundreds. In 1789' a large body 
occupied the Baikunihapur forest, whence they issued on -their 
predatory excursions. The forest was composed of tree jungle 
interwoven with cane, and was impassable except by narrow 
paths known only to the dacoits. The Collector of Rangpur 
got together a force of 200 barkandUzes and held all the entrances 
to the forest. The were at length starved out, and those 

who did not escape to Nepal and Bhutan were captured and 
brought to trial. It is said that within 12 months 549 sannyQsis 
were brought to trial in this and other parts of Rangpur district. 

The effects of these energetic measures were soon seen in a 
great development of the country. Though all accounts tend 
to show that at the time of the Permanent Settlement the number 
of Muhammadans in the par^and was numerically of no account, 
yet Hamilton reports in 1809 that he found half of the population 
to be Muhammadans. The explanation is, that' the Baikunthapur 
Raja, after the settlement, brought in a large number of Muham- 
madan immigrants from Dinajpur to cultivate thfe waste lands, 
so that, in this part of the countrv, the population had more 
than doubled in twenty years. 

An interesting link between Baflcunthapur and the outer world 
is contained in a letter which came in 1783 from the Governor- 
General to convey the thanks of. and some presents from, the 
Emperor of China to the tdlukddr of Batriihizari (zamindar of 
Baikunthapur) for helping on some elephants which had been 
sent from the Raja of Nepal to the Emperor, and had passed 
through Baikunthapur, 

The Country west of the Tisti belonged to the Raja of 
Baikunthapur who had in the second half of the 18th century 
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become quite powerful with the help of sannya^s. In January 
"1773 the Committee ^f Greuit of (he East India Company' 
considered that it was very necessary for the security of the- 
districts of Diaajpur and Rangpur to engage and subdue the 
Raja of Baikunchapur and accordingly on 20 January 1773 
requirei^of Capt, Stuart to proceed against the Raja in the follow¬ 
ing language : 

“As.the Governor expresses a strong inclination to retrieve 
our Military reputation, as well as to punish as effectually as 
possible any set of armed Men,- entering our Districts in so 
riotous a mannfr I am of Opinion that You shou’d not march 
directly to this Fort but that you should proceed on the West 
Side^ of (he Teesta, until you arrive at a place called Jolpaigucse 
which is on the skirts of the Bycuntpore District, I mean by this, 
that you* sfiou'3 endeavour by every means to stop their retreat 
to tlje Westward, they having come in from the Morung Hills, 
you must inform yourself of all their Motions for this purpose. 
Tho* my intelligences say, that You have no Enemy whatever 
to cope with, but these sinassies who are actually in the pay 
of the Bycuntpore Rajah, against whom an Expedition is now 
on foot after the Reduction of Beyhar. T wou'd recommend 
Your being constantly on Your Guard against a Surprize The 
Sinassies having great confidence In their Numbers and having 
for somb time past given it out that they are coming to this place.’* 

Captain Stuart acted promptly, and on 3 February 1773 made 
the following report from his camp in Jalpaiguri to P.M. Dacres 
Esq., and the Gentlemen of the Committee of the Circuit : 

“At *two in the Afternoon T made a second march, Rnd took 
possession in the tjame of the Honble Company, of Jellpyegaurie. 
the Fortress anj Capital of the Bycuntpore Country, which the 
Rajah in the hight of his Consternation evacuated. 

“I would do but little Justice to the Gentlemen and Soldiers 
under my Command, if I neglected to represent you. their Con¬ 
duct on his Occasion r The* Gentlemen gallant Behavior far 
exceeded what I can describe, and the Boldness of the Black 
Officers and Sepoys. Surpass’d my most sanguine Expectations: 

“I have the Honor &c to remain &ca 

“As I can gain no intelligence of the Enemies Route, nor of 
any strong Hold in Durrup Deows po^ession, when he can be 
supposed to make a stand; I ^hall remain encamped in Jellpye¬ 
gaurie till 1’ receive your further •Instructions, without-1 learn 
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some movement of the Enemies, that may render my Presence 
in the Field Necessary. 

, “The Bycuntpore Country is in a very high state of Cultivation, 
and appears to be one of the richest I have beheld. In order 
10 forward as much as possible any future Military Operations 
that may be intended here, I am endeavoring to collect a ^agozun 
(r/c) of grain.” 

It is now necessary to relate how the present Alipur^Dunrs 
Nubdivision became part of Jalpaiguri district. There was a 
territory between Koch Bihar in the south and the Himalayan 
range.s in the north known a,Bengal Duars. It was about 150 
miles in length (east-west) and 20 to 30 miles in breadth. The 
possession of this area would make possible command oi all 
the passes (dmr) from the mountains to the*" plains. According 
to the Government of India this tract of country' was inhabited 
by 'people who were closely allied with the people of Bengal 
and were expected to cooperate cordially with the British 
authorities. On 12 November 1864 the Government of India 
issued a proclamation permanently annexing the Bengal Du-'irs. 
There was some struggle with the neighbouring Himalayan king¬ 
dom in the north. This struggle came to au euU on 11 November 
1865 when a proclamation was made by the Government of 
India and it was laid down that the future boundary between 
the territories of the Queen of England and those*'of the 
neighbouring northern kingdom would be surveyed and marked 
off. The Western Duars or Alipur Duars thus came into existence. 

The district of Jalpaiguri as an administrative unit came into 
being oir I January. 1869. by the amalgamation of the Western 
Duars district with the Jalpaiguri subdivision of Rangpur (Notifi¬ 
cation of Sth December 1868). This subdivision ha^ been formed in 
1854 with headquarters at Sookanee and^was called the Sookance 
subdivision until the formation of a military bantonmenl at 
Jalpaiguri leading to the transfer cf the headquarters and the 
alteration of the name.^ 

Hi.siorically the most significant development after the forma¬ 
tion of the district had been the growth of tea plantations and the 
tea industry in the district as detailed in Chapter V. Tea industry 
changed not only the landscape but also the demography and 
socio-economic pattern of the distefet considerably,. The 
Western Duirs, which fiad been once a very ‘'thinly populated 

' 'The account W the period f765*1869 it a ihtntened version of the 

account given in A. Miira's Census District Handbooks. Jalpaiguri. 

pp. i to V. 
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^forest area, became dolled wilh inhabited villages, tea gardens and 

factories. . ^ , w .1 . i ««;7 

A few months before the out-break of Mutiny at Barrackpur . MntUiy. 

Cantonment, the East India Company decided to set up a 
Cantonment at Jalpaiguri and sent the 73rd Native Infantry and 
the nth Irregular Cavalry to take up positions in the new Canton- 
ipent. The intention behind the establishment of the Canlonmeni 
was to safeguard the toads along the Bhutanese territories. 

In the first NVeek of November 1857. the British officers of the 
llih. Irregular Cavalry detected a, plot and as a sepoy was 
intercepted, he loaded a musket a!id threatened to shoot. He 
then tried lo escape by jumping into a river, but was captured, 
iried.and sentenced to transportation for life. Others in the plQt 
were also intercepted and dismissed from the service.* 

At the end of November, news reached Jalpaiguri that rebellious 
sepoys from Dacca Cantonment were coming towards Jal^aigun. 

On getting the news Captain Cuf7on moved from Darjiling to 
Jalpaiguri with 400 men to reinforce the cantonment, and a force 
was sent out from Jalpaiguri Cantonment to Madanganj to 
intercept rebellious sepoys^ from Dacca Cantonment there. On 
watching the prcpaiations. the Indian eepoys of the 11th Tire^lar 
Cavalry, decided to inform their comrades at Madariganj ab^t 
the troop movement and sent two mesengers to Madanganj.^ On 
hearing «bout the preparations the Dacca sepoys at Madanganj 
decided to ^by-pass Jalpaiguri and enter Purnia. But on their 
way back the two cavalry men went out as messengers were 
captured and blown away Jrom guns in the presence of their 

comrades.® * .. - . j • 

After the formation of Jalpaiguri district, with its headquartCTs 
at Jalpaiguri town and subdivisional headquarters at Alipur I^ar. 
the district'began to attract educated Hindu gentry from East 
Bengal districts The administration needed* clerks and lawyws. 

Once the clerks and lawyers .came and settled down there, their 
needs attracted doctors and teachers. These people settled down 
in the town and invested thefr savings in building up houses and 
schools. Thus a process of urbanization set in. With the 
opening of tea gardens the urbanization process was further 

augmented. . 

The freedom movemgnt in the district began as an utban 

middle' class moVbment in which leadersltip in the beginning was 

I C E~’Bucklartd — Under Lieuifnani Gor»-mo.i. 'vol. I. S'Jlciitia, 

1902, p. 129. • 

* ibid., p. 1S1* 
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Movement 



64 


JALPAlGinU 


provided by lawyers, doctors and teachers. From the very 
• beginning the students from these families were in the fore-front 
.of all the movements. 

The SwadefT and Anti-partition movements of 1905-11 had 
their reverberations in this district. At Dinbazar the propaganda 
for boycott of foreign goods led to the arrest of D'lrgadas 
Chakrabazty, Adyanath Mtsra and Ananda Biswas. In 1907. 
a septuagenerian pleader Durgacharan Sanyal was sentenced 
to four years’ prison term for assulling two English officials. 
In the same year in the wake* of the movement for the boycott 
of Govemmenr schools, the middle class Hindu gentry of 
Jalpaiguri town established a National School’ In the mcan- 
wjiile some of these gentlemen decided to open a Swede^T 
textile mill at Jalpaiguri town. For that ’ purpose they sent 
Jajneswar Sanyal to Japan for training tn textile 'technology. 
He went and came back with training, From Madras some 
weavers were brought. But as the mill was running ^t a loss 
it was eventually bought by the Mohini Mills of Kushtia. A 
Swade^ ^ilpa Bhandar and a Yubak Bhandar were also opened 
to sell the products of Swadesi industry and handicrafts. 

As elsewhere in Bengal this was the period (1905-11) when 
the earliest of the secret extremist groups were organized in 
Jalpaiguri. There were thefts of arms from MogalkaCa police 
outpost and from an ammunition shop in Sadagarputti in Jalpaiguri 
town. But the secret extremist groups of Jalpaiguri could not 
sustain their activities for long. 

In the wake of the Satyd^raha movement of 1921, the Congress 
organizaaon was set up in the district. The urban upper caste 
Hindus came forward to organi7e the District Congress Comroittee. 
But there was a subtle (^fference between these leaders and 
leaders of the Swade^ and terrorist movements. 'After Gandhiji’s 
advent in the Indian political scene there was an awareness of 
the necessity to work for the support of the peasant masses. 
So the people who organized the Jalpaiguri District Congress 
Committee felt it necessary to go t6 rillages and plantations to 
enlist the support of the peasants and plantation workers and 
the Muslims, who till then were apathetic towards the politics 
of the Hindu educated gentry of the urban areas. In their 
enthusiasm the new converts to Gandhianjdeas opened u spinning 
and weaving school to Train the people in discipline and self- 
sufficiency. to. make them aware of their own capacity- The 
school was opened In 1922 and closed dovm in 1925. It was 
followed by the opening of a weaving centre at Raikatpira of 
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l^lpuiguri town in 1925. It closed its doors in 1927. Al the 
same time a mustard oil*pressing mill was established and wound 
up. 

In the meanwhile, two nationalist Bengali weeklies had started 
coming out from Jalpuiguri town. Khagendranath Dasgupta was 
editing—upholding the Congress view point and 
/yptishChandra Sanyal was editing Jananuit, upholding the 
Swarajya Party, view point. Neither of the papers could carry on 
its publication for long. But Jana/fuil had a longer life than 
Mul^tiv^nu *• 

the Non-cooperation movement of 1930-32 assumed the pro¬ 
portion of. a mass movement in the district. For the first time 
the rural gentry look part in the movement and came forwartl 
and joined poliljcal activities. Organized attempts to politicalize 
the plantation workers began in the district. These attempts to 
organize peasants and plantation workers, set up local Congress 
Committees, Krishak Sabha Committees and trade union units 
did not go unnoticed by the British district administration. The 
district authorities embarked upon a course of mass arrest <?T 
leading political workers everywhere. Nearly a hundred political 
workers were arrested. During this movement for the first time 
a Muslim gentleman rose to leadership of the District Congress. 

The Non-cooperation movement of 1930-32 was a multi- 
d i mens io n a I • soc io • po li tica 1 mo vem en t. Amo n g its prog ramme 
was the fighting of untouchability. Enthused by this Gandhian 
ideal. Kaviraj Satish Chandra Lahiri performed the Dun^^piijd 
of 1931^ with Jogen Datiar a gentleman from one of ^the un¬ 
touchable castes as the priest. Lahiri himself was a Brahmin, 
Women also parficfpated In the Non-coopcration movement and 
were arrested. • , 

At the samt; time there was a small-s«^ale revival of the 
terrorist movement. Two youngmen were arrested for complicity 
in extremist politics in Jalpaiguri town, tried and given long-term 
jail imprisonment. • • 

In 1939, the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee held its 
Mnual Conference at 7alpaiguri town. In this Conference the 
Provincial leaders of Krishak Sabha spoke about agrarian pro¬ 
blems. They planted the seeds of left-wing politics among ^the 
young workers, ^his ultimately led to* the formation of the 
District Committee of the Coramuijisi Party of Itjdia in 1939. 
After the formation of the Dislrici Committee of the Communist 
Party of^ India, the leaders began organizing the peasants, planta- 
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tion workers and the students. In the meanwhile, the Congress 
had captured the Jalpaiguri Municipality and Congressmen were 
also in the District Board. 

•In August 1942. the Congress launched its Quit India move¬ 
ment. Congressmen resigned from their official and semi-official 
posts in Municipality and District Board- All the prominent 
Congressmen of the district were arrested for security reasons. ‘ 
It was at time that the District Committees of the.Muslim 
League (1940) and of the Hindu Mahasabha (1940) were fbrmed. 
Nawah Mosarraf Hossain w%S the leader of the former, while a 
few old Congressmen were at the helm of«the latter. The 
District Committee of the Forward Bloc was formed .in 1942. 

• A communal riot broke out in 1946. <^n 15 August •19.47. 
Independence came with the Partition of the ^country, which 
affected Jalpaiguri district much. Under the Radcliffe Award 
the areas within the southern police stations of Tetulia, Pachjgarh, 
Boda, Debiganj and Patgram. comprising a total area of 672 
square miles went to Pakistan- The Forward Bloc workers of 
Boda, Dhondo Mohammad, who protested against this partition, 
became the first martyr of the district»at the hands of the Ansars 
of Pakistan. A great influx of Bengali Hindu refugees from 
East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) began which changed the demo¬ 
graphic. social, economic and physical aspects *of Jalpaiguri 
district. 
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The salient features of the populalion of Jalpaiguri dislrict 
will be evident from table I prepared on the basis of data pro¬ 
vided •by the Census of 1971. 

• Area and population of Jalpaiguri district was found by the 
Census of 1971. to be distributed in the manner as given in table 2 
in the two sulxiivisions and thirteen police stations of the distreet, 

Arcawise the largest police statipn is Kalchini in Alipur Duars 
SHbdi vision. \Jaynaguri police station has the biggest area under 
its jurisdiction in Jalpfiigurf Sadar subdivision. Birpalni in 
Alipur DuHrs subdivision is the smallest police station in a«a. 
Matiali is the smallest police station in Sadar subdivision. 
Insofar as populalion is concerned, the Alipur Duar police station 
is Jhe largest. Jalpaiguri Sadar police station has the next 
largest concentration of populalion. It should be noted in this 
connexion that both these police stations include municipal towns 
within their bounds and it is primarily due to the existence of 
the towns that these police stations are populous. Mlidarihat 
police .station in Alipur Duars subdivision contains the lowest 
pupululion in the district. 

The Census of 1961 found Jalpaiguri district inhabited by 
13.59,292 person.^. In the decade between 1961 and 1971 the 
populalion of the district had increased by 28.75 per cent or 
at ihc rale of .2.87 per cent per year. The percentage of growth 
of populalion between 1*161 and 1971 was considerably lower 
than t)ercenlage of growth between 1951 and 1961* In the 
Census of I961t ij was found that the populalion of the district 
had increased by 48.27 over what ii was in 1951, that ir, the 
population had risen at' the rate of 4.83 per cent per year. 

In the 1961-71 decade, the rural population of the district had 
increased by 28.05 per cent or 2.81 per cent per year. In the 
J951-6I decade, the rural p<'>pulailon had recorded an increase 
of 45.25 per cent or 4.53 per cent per year. In the 1961-71 
decade, (he urban populalion of the. district r^ofded an increase 
of 35,75 per cent over the population of 1961. i.e.. an increase of 
3.57 per cent per year. Here too the rate of increase was lower 
than .in The 1951-61 decade. In 1961. it was found (hat the 
urban population had increased by ^5.9 7 per cent over the 
urban population qf 1951, that is^an increase of 3.59 .per cent 
per year. • 
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• The following table gives an idea of decadal variation of 
population in Jalpaiguri district as a whole and its rural and 
urban areas separately from 1901 to 1971. 

Table — 3 

nr< AT)M. VARIATION OF POnH.A'llON IN ) \1 PaKU’RI 
. DISTRICI : 1901-71 


Total/ 

Rural/ 

Urban 

Year 

Population . 

9 

Decadal 

variation 

Decadal 

peicentage 

variation 

Total 








* 190! 

5,46.764 





• 

1911 

• 6.63.222 

+ 

1,16.458 

-f 

21.30 


• 192f 

6.95,946 

+ 

32,724 

+ 

4.93 

. 

1931 

7.40.993 

+ 

45,047 

+ 

6.47 

• 

• 1941 

8.47.841 

+ 

1.06.848 

+ 

14.42 


1951 

9.16.747 

+ 

68.906 

+ 

8.13 


1961 

13,59.292 

4- 

4,42.545 

+ 

48.27 


1971 

17.50.159 

-h 

3.90,867 

+ 

28.75 

Rural 








19UI 

5,36.475 






191! 

6.51.457 

+ 

1.14.982 

+ 

21-43 

« 

. 1921 

6.81,133 

+ 

29,676 

+ 

4-55 


1931 

7.22,031 

+ 

40.898 

+ 

6-00 


1941 

8,20.075 

+ 

98.044 

+ 

13-58 


1951 

8.50.602 

+ 

30.527 

+ 

3.72 

• 

1961 

•12.35.478 

+ 

3.84.876 

+ 

45.25 


1971 . 

15.82,079 

+ 

3,46,601 

+ 

28.05 

Urban 








1901 " 

•10,289 






19lt 

, 11.765 

+ 

1476 

+ 

14.34 


1921 

14.513 

+ 

3,048 

+ 

25.91 


1931 

18.962 

+ 

4.149 

+ 

28.01 

4 

1941 

27,77^ 

+ 

8,804 

+ 

46.43 


1951 

66.154 

+ 

38,379 

+ 

138.22 


1961 

1,23.814 

+ 

57.669 

+ 

87.19 


1971 

1,68.080 

+ 

44.266 

+ 

35.75 


While the provfhce of Wgal registcred^a slow pace of popula¬ 
tion growth between 1901 and 4911^ and actual decline between 
1911 and 192*1, Jalpaiguri district recorded a sustained'gr^^wth 
from 1.901 to 1921. In the 19U-21 decade, when rural Bengal 
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suffered a 4.43 per cent decline in population, rural Jalpaiguri' 
registered a 4,55 per cent rise in popularion. 

In the half-a-century between 1872 and 1921. the population 
of the district had increased by 244.2 per cent. In the same 
half-a-century. ihe population of Alipur Duars subdivision had 
increased by a fantastic 1,042.3 per cent No other part of 
Bengal had in a period of comparable span, after the advent 
of Census, recorded such increase in population. The population 
of the district, between 1871 and 1*521. had increased* ipainly 
through massive immigration. The district had vast tracts of 
forest land and cultivable wa^ite in many areas, especially in the 
Alipur Duars sub<livision. These uninhabited fortst and cultivable 
waste lands attracted large n urn hers of land-hungry settlers .from 
Rangpur, Dinajpur, Pabna, Maldri, Rajsahi, Bogra. Goalpilra 
and Mymensiagh districts. Joied'^Trs' of these areas welcomed the 
immigrants. The process of immigration and bringing of .virgin 
land under cultivation went or unabated till 1921. Satufation 
point was reached around the nineteen twenties and immigration 
tapered off. 

Another factor encouraging immigration from about 1880 
onwards was a new economic activity. Tea gardens had begun 
to be established shortly after the formation of the district, but it 
was only in the eighteen eighties that their economic viability 
became clear. Extension of lea plantations continued a rapid 
pace up to the nineteen twenties. Expan.sion of lea plantation and 
industry attracted immigrant labourers from the drslricls of 
BTrbhum, Bankura, MedinTpur. Puruliya of West Bengal, Santal 
Patganas, Ranchi and P51amau districts of BihHr and Balasore 
and Mayfirbhanj districts of Orissa. The growth of tea planta¬ 
tion and-induslry also enco^jraged ancillary economic .activities in 
both rural and urban areas of Jalp^iguri favouring further 
immigration which tapered off around the ninete*en twenties. 

After 1921. the rate of growth vf population in the district 
declined and fell below the rate of overall growth in Bengal. 
This situation continued till 1951. 'Though the Partition of the 
country in 1947 gave rise to the problem of influx of refugees 
from erstwhile East Pakistan, especially into the border districts, 
immigration of Hindu Refugees into Jalpajguri was mpre or less 
courtterbalanced by tht emigration of*Muslim refugee! But 
after 1951. more Hindu Refugees Jrom East Pakistan (Bangladesh) 
poured‘•into Jalpaiguri than Tviuslims who ftfi for‘that country. 
The rate of growth of population in Jalpaiguri in the 1951-61 
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* decade was double tbc growth in West Bengal as a whole in 
•that decade. In the following decade, that is. in 1961-71. the ' 
rate of growth in Jalpaiguri declined. 

In ihe Census of 1961, 4,54.177 persons enumerated in the 
district were found to have been born outside the district. That 
is. Census data enumerate the first generation immigrants only. 
First generation immigrants formed one third of the total district 
population in 1961. Nearly, half of the total first generation 
migrants, coirfprising 2.18.341 persons were born in Bangladesh 
disg-icts. They constituted 16 per cent of the total population 
of.the district. Of the 4.54.177 persons enumerated in 1961 as 
born outside th*e district. 1,58.912 persons were born in other 
States of India. They thus constituted nearly 35% of the ficst 
generation immigrafit population and 11.7 per cent of the total 
district population. Mo.si of these persons were from Bihar and 
Assam and some were from the Punjab. Haryana, Rajasthan and 
Uttar Pradesh. The share of other West Bengal districts in the 
immigrant population of Jalpaiguri was only 74 per cent or 
33 579 persons. Table 5 prepared on the basis of the data 
provided by the Census ,of 1961 gives Ihe urban-rural distri¬ 
bution of the immigrant population in Jalpaiguri district, according 
to the country, slate and/or district of their birth. 

The following statement (table 4) gives the number of first 
generation immigrants in Jalpaiguri district at each of the seven 
enumerations between 1901 and 1961. 


Table — 4 

Year 

Mb. of 
, immigrants 

Year 

No. of 
immigrants 

190*1 

1911 

1921 

1931 

• 

' 95.899 

• 1.52.174 

1,63.024 „ 
1,58.757 

' 1941 

1951 • 
1961 

1.56.765 

2,78.842 

4.54.177 

The district 

had a density of 280 persons per square kilometre 


according to the 1971 Census. In the rural areas Ihe density was 
257 persons per square kilometre while in the urban areas it 
was 2,113-persons per square kilometre. The density was lower 
than the West Bengal average. 

Jalpaiguri was all along a. comparatively thinly populated 
district. When the lirst Censys wa's taken in 1872. the' density 
was 85 persons per square mile. 


MigViUon 


Density 
population 
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Xahte — 5 

nfMI<;R4\'T POPULATION JN |A! PAlCUlU DISTRU’T 
ACCORniNG TO PLACE OP ORIGIN : 1961 


Coiinlry/State/ 

Total / 




District of 

Rural/ 

Enumerated 

in Jalpaigun District 

birth 

Urban 

Persons 

Male 

Female 

Total District 

Total 

13,59,292 

7.33.3?9 

6*25,953 

Population 

Rural 

•12.35,478 

A 

6.33.298 

5,72.180 


Urban 

1,23,814 

70^4! 

53.773 

A,. Born in 

Total 

10.97.606 

5.S8.168 

' 5,09?438 

India 

Rural 

10.21.282 

^.43.865 

4.77.417 


Urban 

76.324 

44.3tl3 

• 32,021 

1. Within the Slate 

Total 

9,38,694 

4.88,822 

• 4,49* 872 

of West Bengal 

Rural 

8.78.062 

4,56.042 

4.22.020 


Urban 

60,632 

32,780 

27,852 

(a) Born in Jalpai- 

Total 

9.05.115 

4.71.893 

4.33,222 

guri district 

Rural 

8.51.150 

4,43.401 

4,07,749 


Urban 

53.965 

28.492 

25.473 

• 

(b) Born in other 

Total 

33.579 

16.929 ' 

16,650 

districts of 

Rural 

26.912 

12.6.41 

14.271 

the State 

Urban 

6,667 

4.288 

» 

2,379 

IT. Born in other 

Total 

1.58.912 

99.346 

59,566 

States- of India 

Rural • 

1,43,220 

87,823 

. 55.397 


Urban 

15.692’ 

U.523 

• 

4,169 

B- Born in countries 

Total 

• 

2.59,795 

1.44.082 

1,15.713 

in Asia outside 

Rural 

2J 2,309 

1.18.348 

93.981 

India 

Urban 

47^486 

25,734 

21.752 

C. Born outside 

Total 

1.891 

1,089 

802 

Asia 

Rural 

1.887 

1.085 

802 


Urban 

4 « 

4 

Nil 

Total of, all 

Total 

. 454.177 

3.61,446 

1,92,731 

iTtitnigranis 

Rural 

3,»i,328 

2.19,897 

1,64,431 


Urban 

69,849 

41,549 

28.300 



PEOPLF 


75 


* • 

* The following statement shows the changes in the density of 
population in the district and its two siibdivIsionsS over the last 
seventy years. 

Table —6 

VARIATION IN DEXSIIY (PERSONS PER SQ. KM.): 1901-71 


District/. 

Subdivision 

1971 

1961 

1951 

1941 

1931 

1921 

1911 

1901 

Jalpaiguri 

• 








district 

280 

220 

149 

I?§ 

120 

113 

108 

88 

Sadar 

301. 

236 

163 

156 

139 

134 

137 

127 

Alipur Duars 264 

202 

132 

115 

98 

87 

73 

43 


Pol fee stations In Alipur Duars subdivision are generally lesS 
densely popylatejd than those in the Sadar subdivision. Police 
stations having urban area.s within them naturally have a higher 
density of, population. But Dhupguri police station having no 
town within it has a higher density than Alipur Duilr police 
station having the Alipur Duar town within it. 

In West Bengal in the last seventy years the males have always 
outnumbered females. In .^alpaiguri district this departure from 
parity had been more marked. At the turn of the present 
century, that is. in 1901. there were 843 females per 1,000 males. 
In 1951. it was found that there were 825 females per 1.000 males. 
From 1961, the sex-ratio showed signs of a swing back. The 
following statement (table 7) shows variations of sex-ratio in 
course of the last seventy years. 


Table—7 

r 



VARIAIION IN 

1 sEX-RA'riO IN 

JAI PAIGURr : 

100171 

Females* 

per 1,000 male? 

: in Jalpaiguri 


Year* 

Total 

llural 

Urban 

• 

1901 

843 

849 

580 

1911 

829 ' 

835 

559 

• 1921 

856 . • 

862 

616 

1931 

830 

838 

581 

1941 

836 

846 

594 

1951 

825 

838 

679 

1961 . 

854 

863 

768 

1971 • 

88V 

893 

829 


For the purpose of Census a* village is coterminous with a 
revenue survey mouza. which visually contains one village or 
hamlet but can contain more than one. 


Sex-ratio 


Rural-Urban 
di.^iributioD 
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In the district there are 744 inhabited and 10 uninhabited 
mouzas or villages. 402 of the inhabited ^nd 9 ot the uninhabited 
villages are in Sadar subdivision and 342 .of the inhabited and 
thf remaining one uninhabited village are in Alipur Duars 
subdivision. The rural area aggregated 6,165.3 sq. km. with a 
population of 15.82.079 persons in 1971. In other words the 
rural areas covering 98.71 per cent of land area of the district 
contained 90.39 per cent of total district population. In 1961, 
it was found that the rural areas of the district accounted for 
90.90 per cent of the population. 

There are 13 villages to‘every 100 sq. km^. of rural assn. 
The maximum concentration of villages is seen in Falakata police 
station where there are 20 villages on an average in every 
100 sq. km. The number is lowest in th*e police stations of 
Kalchini and Rajganj. In both, there are 5 ‘villages on an 
average in every 100 sq. km, ^ 

The Census of 1971 found 2,126 persons on an avei*age in an 
inhabited village. The average population of an inhabited 
village in Jalpaiguri Sadar subdivision is higher than the district 
average, whereas the average populatjon of a village in Alipur 
Duars subdivision is lower than the district average. 

According to the Census of 1971, only 9.61 per cent of the 
total district population live in the urban areas. -Though there 
had been a marked growth of urban population between 1901 
and 1971 and especially between 1941 and 1951, the* rural-urban 
ratio of population has remained substantially, unaltered. In 
course of the last seventy years, tl^at is. from 1901 to 1971. 
while thb urban population of the district has grown on an^average 
at the rate of 5.37 per cent per year over the *urban population 
stock 0 ^ 1901. the rural population has grown at the average 
rate of 1.75 per cent per year over the rural population stock 

of 1901. ' • ‘ _ 

The district does not have any towns with long tradition. 
Only two towns, namely. Jalpaiguri and Alipur Duar have tbe 
legal status of towns, being municipalities. But the Census 
authorities have declared other areas as towns, since each of 
them has population exceeding 5.000 persons, density of 1.000 
persons or more per square mile, three-fourth of working popula- 
lioii engaged in occupations other thafi agricplture and urban 
amenities like educational institutions, medical care institutions, 
and trade centres. Table 8 tn Appendix A prepared on the basis 
of Census data illustrates the growth of towns in the district. 
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, Accordiag to the Census of 1961, out of a total population . LAKOUAUe 
of 13,59.292 persons tn Jalpaiguri District. 7,40.829 persons 
declared Bengali as their mother longue- Speakers of Bengali Utngjili 
as first language thus constituted 54.50 per cent of the lolal 
population- Bengali mother longue group not only included 
Bengalee Hindus and Muslims, but also a majority of Rajbansis 
and a fair percentage of Meches. Out of a total of 3,16,020 
ethnic, ftajbansis only (8,687 or 6 per cent declared Koch and/or 
Raj^nsis as their mother tongue and the rest declared Bengali to 
be .their mother longue; and out V a total of 13,178 ethnic 
Meches 9,936 persons or 75.39 pec cent declared Mech language 
to be their mother tongue. The Koches and/or Rajbansis ami 
the Meches were speakers (at least 75.39 per cent of the Meches 
still are) of the ^oclo sub-family of the Tibeto-Burman family of 
I, languages.^ With their Hindui/ation they have gradually shown 

preference for Bengali. The Bengali written prose was intro¬ 
duced in the Koch Bihar court after the Koches had become 
[ Hinduized, founded a kingdom and (became Rajbansis. Status 
, climbing was perhaps a motivation behind the shift in language 
among the Koch-Rajbansis. as also the fact of Hinduizatlon. 

7 hat is perhaps the reason why very few of the urban based 
Rajbansis declared Koch or Rajbansi to be their mother tongue. 

The RajbanMs of the rural areas in general and also most 
Hindus and Muslims- who have been living in the district for 
generations —speak.a dialect of the colloquial Bengali w^iich the 
educated people designate as Bahe. 

The speakers of Kurukh-Oraon as the first language form the Kurukh Orat>n 
numencaHy most- significant group alter the Bengali mother 
longue group. . The persons who declared Kurukh. Oraon, 
Kurukh-Oraon. Kisan-Kurukh. and/or Loh.<ri-Kurukh as their 
• mother tongue, during the Census of i96J. numbered 1,61.953 
and constituted 11.91 per cent of the population. Nearly 89 per 
cent of the ethnic Oraons of the district declared Kurukh, or 
Oraon, or Kurukh-Oraon. or Kisan-Kurukh or Lohari-Kurukh 
to be their pother tongue. Oraon speakers are not autochthones 
of the district. Tiiey began to immigrate- into and settle in the 
district with the opening of tea gardens in the middle of the last 
century. They’ came from Ranchi. Paliimau and Santal Parganis 
districts of Bihar and Purulia and Bankura districts of West 
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t.aiiguag€s' of 
Nepalese origin 


Bengal. A large majority of the Kucukh-Oruon speakers pf 
Jalpaiguri are residents of rural areas, CX’ the 2,081 ethnic Oraoas 
found living in the urban areas, only II persons or 0.52 per cent 
cA urban Oraon population declared Kurukh-Oraon as their 
mother tongue; the rest probably declared either Bengali or Hindi 
as their first language. Kurukh-Oraon is a language of the 
DravidiSn family. The vocabulary of the lndo*Aryan family Of 
languages like Bengali and Hindi have made considerable inroads 
into the stock of words of Kurukh-Oraon speakers of the 
district. 4 * 

Speakers of different Indo-Aryan and Himalayan grou{» of 
Tibelo-Burman languages of Nepalese origin, like Kha.skura 
•Nepali or Gorkhalj, Hewari, Guruag. P^angar. Rai, timbu, 
Sherpa. Kami and Taraang, etc. together form^ the numerically 
most significant group after the Kurukh speakers. The diffi¬ 
culty about enumeration of the speakers of these languages 3s that, 
though some of the Newars, Gurungs. Mangars, Rais, Limbus, 
Sherpas. Kamis and Tamangs have declared their respective 
original languages as their mother tongues, most of them, on the 
other hand, have declared Khaskura‘Nepalj. often misrepresented 
as Gorkhalj, as their niullici luiigue. According to the Cemus of 
1961, there were altogether 1,13,043 persons who had declared a 
language of Nepalese origin as their mother tongue (this included 
60 speakers of Corkhnli. 296 speakers of Gurung, 5 of Karni. 
75 of Limbu, 495 of Mangar, 1.09.253 of Khaskura Nepali. 28 
of Newari, 109 of Rai. 46 of Sherpa and 2,^67 of Tamang). 
Together they accounted tor 8.31 pa* ceni of the total population, 
Speakers of the languages of Nepalese origin are not autochthones 
of the district. They began to immigrate in to •and settle down in 
the district, especially ifl the wc.slern parts •of the district,, as 
agriculturists, from the beginning of the eighteenth century. Most 
of the early immigrants who settled dbwn after clearing forests 
in Baikunthapur Far^an'i were freftn Morang district of south-east 
Nepal. Opening of tea garden.^ ii\ llie mid-nineteenth century*led 
to stepping up of the rale of immigration from eastern Nepal. 

The persons who returned cither Hindi (95,073 persons), 
Hindusthani (5 persons), Bhojpuri (27 persons), Bih^i (36 persons), 
Garhwali (585 persons), Kumayuni (3 persons). Niigri-Hindt (219 
persons), Rajasthani /681 persons), Rajputaiy (12 persons) and 
Tharu Awadhi (3 persons), ^together numbered 96,644 and 
accoiynted tor 7.1! per ednt of the total* population. There-is 
some justification for clubbing^ their mother tongues together. 
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^For, while languages like Bhojpuri, GarliwHli and Rajasthani 
are distincl languages 'by their own rights, not all speakers of 
Bhojpuri, Garhwali ind Rajasthani have returned their respective 
first languages as their mother tongue. Secondly, there are sdme 
languages like Bihari which can at best be regarded as dialects 
of Hindi. The list also contains names of certain languages. 

•which if classified properly would fall in the category’of Hindi. ’ 

like Nagri-Hiijdi. Hindi speakers are well distributed between 

the urban and the rural areas of the district. They are not 

autochthones of the district and a large majority of them are 

first generation timmigrants still retaining ties with their places • 

of origin., • 

.Dhring the Censiis of 1961, a total of 3.604 persons declared I’rau 
Urdu as their pother tongue. A large majority of them com¬ 
prising 3.085 persons or 85.59 pec cent of the Urdu speakers 
were* residents of the rural areas of the di.strict. Although a 
majority of the people who declared Urdu to he their mother 
tongue were immigrants from outside West Bengal, some were 
of local origin. Among the Muslim landed gentry, especially - 

among the Saiyads and other Ashrafs of Bengal. Urdu speaking 
was a sign of status. In Jalpaiguri district there had been several 
families of Muslim landed gentry, like the family of Colonel 
HedayauAll and Nawab Mosarrat Ho.ssain. 

According to the Census of 1961. a total ol 76.610 persons s-MUm <>v sadii 
declared Sadani or Sadri as their mother tongue. They constituted 
5.63 per cent of the population., All of them were inhabi¬ 
tants of the rural areas of the district- According to a 
scholar*. Sadani .of Sadri is a pan-tribal language of recent 
origin. Jt is a Jjazar patois made »p of Hindi and Bengali, 
resorted to by the Dravidian .speaking Oraons and Austrio speak¬ 
ing Mui.idas and Hos ft) communicate wiih*thosc who did not 
^peak their mother tongue. But in a settlement where one has ' 
to*resort oftener to a language oi wider communication than one's 
own mother longue, one becomes more accustomed to speaking 
the .second language and in course of lime the .second language 
becomes the first language. Sadri or Sadani has become a pan- 
tribal dialect of Hindi and a mother tongue of many original 
speakers of' Kurukh. Mu»da and Ho in tl^s manner. * 

' sankarananda ;Vfukerji^-‘Sadani r* Tht Tribal DIakd bf tlie^Sundau 
ban^ in Bvlletm of the Cultural J^seajch Inslilufi, Vol III A'o 2. 1004 
Ctkuua. pp, ‘17*50. ^ , 

’ » 
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There were 4.283 persons in the rural areas of Jalpaiguri^ 
district in 1961 who declared Madhesi to* be their first language. 
Madhesi like Sadani is a made up dialect’of Hindi as spoken 
by’ tribals who once had other mother tongues. Linguistically, 
Madhesi differs very little from Sadani or Sadri. 

In the Census of 1961. altogether 43.749 persons, constituting 
3-21 per cent of the total population, declared Munda to be’ 
their mother tongue. Munda is a language ot the Muiidari 
group of the Austric family, spoken by Mundas. Mundas are 
not autochthone.s of the district. They began to immigrate Into 
and settle in the district with the opening of«the tea gardbns 
from the middle of the last century. 

^Santali is another language of the Mupdari group of the 
Austric family and is spoken by Sant a Is who ^ also began to 
immigrate into and settle in the rural areas of the district as tea 
garden labourers. In 1961, there were 27,413 persons, cpn.stiiuling 
2.01 per cent of total population who declared Santali to be their 
mother tongue. 

There were 18.673 persons, all in the rural areas of the district, 
in 1961, who had declared Rajbanst vo he their mother tongue. 
At the same time there were 3,16,020 ethnic Rajbansis in the 
district, with 3.08,121 of them in the rural areas. Thus only 5.90 
per cent of the ethnic Rajbansis declared Rajbansi to be their 
mother tongue. The rest presumably declared B^gali to be 
their mother tongue. Rajbansi can hardly be regarded as a 
language; it is a dialect of Bengali, spoken by Rajbansis and 
other people who once used to Speak, some Tibeto-Burman 
language of the Bodo group. This dialect is also known by as 
B<^he. Before they adopted the Rajbansi oP* Bahi dialect of 
Bengali, the Rajbansis — then Koches —used tw speak the Koch 
language, a language oi the Bodo group of Tibeio^-Burman family. 
Curiously enough, In the Census of 1961, 310 person.s. all from 
the rural areas of the district and 309 of them being females, 
declared Koch to be their mother .tongue. • 

There were 5,773 persons in the district in 1961, who had 
declared Bodo or Boro as their mother tongue. It is difficult 
10 say to which ethnic community they belonged. We know 
that Bodo or Boro is a language of the Bodo group, of Tibeto- 
Burman family, spokea by the Kachhar^ of Ih^ plains; but there 
are no Kachharis ia this district. There were of course 619 
Garos* who'probably spok% Garo —a language* of the Bodo 
group. But that does not account for 5,778 Bodo speakers. It 
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Ihcfcfore. seems ihal the 5.773 persons who had declared Bodo 

• to be their mother longue were acliially Meches. 

There were 9.936 persons in (he district in J961 who had 
declared Ihe Mech language to he their mother tongue. ^Bul 
there were altogether 13.053 ethnic Meches In the district in 
1961.. If we assume that 5.779 Bodo speakers were all Meches, 
. then the number of Bodo-Mech speakers far exceed the number 
Of ethnic Meches in the district. Probably, some among the 
5.779 Bodo speaking persons were Meches and some were Riibh;is. 
siricc the RSbhn language, like the Mech language, is a language 
o{ the Bodo group of the Tibeto-Surman family. 

There were 4,506 persons in the di.stnct in 1961 who had 
declared the Rabha language as their mother tongue. Rabha is 
a language of the'Bodo group of the Tibelo-Burman family of 
languages. 

Mnipahilfi, or Maler or Millto, a language of the Dravidian 
lamtly. was returned by 2.730 persons ns their mother tongue in 
1961- But only 1,774 persons had, during the same Census, 
declared themselves to be ethnic Miilpnhariyas. 

Tolo. although demographicaJly a small language, spoken as 
mother tongue by only 376 ethnic Totos. deserves special mention 
because Totos are an autochthonous tribe of the district. Toto is 
a language of the Non-pronominalized Himalayan group of the 
TibetO'Burman family of languages, (ike the Gurung. Mangar 
and Lepcha, 

The overall linguistic picture of the district is that the 
autochthonous peoples of the district like the Koebes and Meches 
once largely spoke Ihe language of Ihe Bodo group of tKe Tibeto- 
Burman family. Totos spoke a language of the Himalayan group 
of Tibeto-Burman family. With thc*Hinduizalion of the Koches 
and the Influx of Bengalee Hindus and Muslims, a large number 
of former Bodo speakers began to speak Bengali apd developed 
a distinct dialect of BcngalT, With the opening of tea gardens 
from the middle of the nineteenth century, large number of 
Dravidlan speaking Oraons and Austric speaking Mundas and 
Santa Is began to immigrate into and settle in the district. In 
course of time Oraon. Mui.ida and Santal became demographically 
significant languages of the district. For communication these 
speakers resorted to a dialect of Hindi or Bengali known as 
Sadri or Sadani or Madhesj. -In course of time the dialect^- 
came a demographically significant mother tongue. 
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Hinduism. Islam and Christianity are the main relipous 
persuasions of the population of Jalpaiguci, district. The follow¬ 
ing table prepared from the data provided by .the Censuses shows 
the - distribution of population between different religious 
persuasions and variations in their growth. 


Tahie -9 

Religious Community 


Hindu 

Total Hindu population 
Percentage of total 
population 
Muslim 

Total Muslim population 
Percentage of total 
population 
Christian 

Total Christian population 
Percentage of total 
population 
Buddhist 

Total Buddhist pK>pulation 
Percentage of total 
population 

Jain 

Total Jain population 
Percentage of total • 

population 

Sikh 

Total Sikh population 
Percentage of total 
population 


1961-71 

decadal 


1961 

1971 

percentage 

variation 

11.60,954 15,19,201 


85.41 


+ 30-86 

1.29,771 

1.56,992 


9.55 

S.97 

+ 20.98 

48-570 

55.707 


3.57 

3.18. 

+ 14.69 

18,258 

15,628 


;34 

• 

0.89 

- 14.40 

7S0 

1.572 


0,05 

008 

*+'75.90 

• 

• 950 

1,253 


•p.06 

0.07 

+ M.89 


Hindus form numerically the largest religious gri^p. But 
Hinduism as practised by the 

Hinduism as practised by, the Scheduled Castes f 

The Hinduism as practised by the Rajbans.s again has ts d.ffe 
Fences trom and similarities with the rehg-on as practised by 
the Meches and Rabhas. Santa,s, though they scrupulously 
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observe ihcir Uaclitional religious practices and cling to iheir age 
old Ihcologlcal beliefs, declare themselves to be Hindus. 

Worship of Siva; in different forms, look root in Jalpaigun 
district. The worship of Siva spread because the PurHniC'Siva 
in his dynamic and malevolent form got syncretically identified 
with 'the concept of the supreme male principle held by the 
• autochthonous Koches, Meches and Rabhiis. Their 'concept of 
Che supreme male principle fitted with Che dhyuna^rupf/ of Puranic 
Mahakal. In the medieval Tantric saivism of the caste Hindus 
of* Bengal the Mahakal form of Siva held greater attraction. 
Tantric saivisQi, therefore, acted as the catalytic agent in the 
HIndulzaiion of the Koches, Meches and Rabhas. Even to this 
day. Mahakni is the presiding male divinity among the Rajbansis, 
Meches and Rnbhas. Mahakni of Jalpaiguri-Koch Bihar region 
is a regional Hindu divinity. 

each Rajbansi settlement there is “thmi" or “sthon dcvat<t" ot 
village divinity. In some village* he is identified with the Mahiikaj 
and in some with the female divinity Ma Manasa. In each Rabha 
seltlcmenl (here is also a or devaia'' identified with 

RishI, the supreme male divinity of the Rabhiis ; Mahakal is 
another name for RIshi.' The greal god of the Meches, Bathou 
is worshipped in form of a sii (Euphorbia Nirijolia) plant and is 
often addressed as .Siva or Mahakal and is worshipped in every 
houseHold.* 

The most famous Mahakal deity of (he district is worshipped 
in the form of a huge or phallic symbol at Jayanti in 

Alipuf Duars subdivision! His annua! festival is held on the 
iivardfri night. Pilgrims from distant places congregate on the 
occasion of the tfe.stival. There is a village called Purvadahar 
near Mallikerhat, where a Siva-lihgam is worshipped Jatilewar 
Siva. Batesvar .'§iva is worshipped at Madhavadanga, The most 
famous J5iva of JalpSiguri is Jalpewar of Jalpes. Local 
people believe it to be oift of the 52 J^akta Tantric Piihas of 
Jndia. The largest fair of^Norlh Bengal is held on the occa.sion 
of the annual festival of Jalpesvar ?§iva in which traders from 
Bhutan and Sikkim and pilgrims from far away districts 
congregate. 

Since siva-Mahakal is the presiding male divinity of the district, 
it is -only natural to expect that .sakti In her different manffesta- 

' A. K. Das k M, K. R.iha - Th» Rnbjiax of WeH Calruua, 1967. 

p. 1S2. • • • ’ 

» C:hanichai:dra Sanval ^ The ffferhes and I he Totos of Sorth Beficfl. 

Raja Rammolianpvir, 1975, pp. 12, 48. ^ 



84 


MLPAlGURl^ 


tious would be worshipped iq the district; for. in Tantric concept 
tion the male principle cannot exist without the female principle 
and vice versa. lu Jalpaiguri town there is a* Kali temple. This 
Kal'ris said to have been established and worshipped by a dacoit 
named Nayan Kapali. In Bengal the Hindu dacoits have a 
tradition of Kali worship. In the southern limits of Jalpaiguri 
town, sakti is worshipped in the form of Devi BhadrakalT. There 
arc several other Kal! temples in the town. A very interesting 
female divinity is Devi Manthani of the village of Manthani in 
Jalpaiguri Sadar subdivision. / Legend has it that she was 
worshipped by Devi Chaudhuraiil, the famous female dacoit of 
(he eighteenth century, whom Bankimchandra Chattopadhyaya, 
the* famous novelist, has immortalized. On.e female divinity 
demands special attention. She is Bhandani. Bhandani is wor¬ 
shipped widely in the tract of the district lying between the Tista 
in the west and the Raidak’ in the east. Bhandani worship is 
an annual religious observance for the people of the region. 
Bhandani was possibly a female divinity of non-Puraiiic and 
non-Hindu origin; for, locally the Bhandani-p«/« is still known 
as the ''dch^ dhori nt^o pujd*'. dhori mao" does not 

mean anything in any Indo-Aryan language. It might mean 
something in (he Bodo languages like Koch. Mech and Rabha. 

Manasa is the most widely worshipped female'divinity of 
Jalpaiguri district. In almost every Rajbansi seltlerpenC there 
is a "tludff' or "sthdn" where the presiding divinity of the seUle- 
ment is worshipped. One either finds Mahnkul or Manasa as 
the p re siting divinity. In almost every rural Rajbansi household 
one finds two very small rooms little away from the main ^ouse. 
One of these rooms contains a symbolic image ^of Manasa and 
the other’either of Mahakaf or of Kali., If both the rooms arc 
occupied by female jlivinities, these would jointly.be called^ the 
"thdkurdni than”,' and if one of these is*occupied byMahakal, 
then the other would be known by*the same appellation. The 
Rajbansis commence all their ritual acts by propitiating Manasa 
first. Among the Meches* and the Rabhas, similar attitude 
is found. 

Runtuk and Basek^ are joint female divinities. They are 
never to be found singly. They are two of the original, and non- 
• _ _ • 

I Charuchandra Sanya! — RajOansis of North Bengal, Cakutu, 1965, 

* fliariuirandia *Sanva4 — Micher nnd The 'i^tos of ^"^'onh Bengal, 

Raia Rammohanpur, I97S. p. 12. • 

J Smia Pal —‘RUbha O TSder Devi Runiuk Bisck in Jalfmtgun JeiS 

itatabSrshiki Snidrjik Granlha, JalpSiguri, 1970, pp. 215*19. • • 
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inlegraietl and as yet non-syncretic divinllles ihe Rabhas are 

• worshipping. They are usually referred to as “ifwnsiri” or 
"ffhar-deo” or household divinities. Thev are represented by two 
earthen pitchers filled with rice and hen’s egg placed on the.top 
of each- Both the pitchers are then wrapped up in white cloths 
with red borders. Incense, vermilion, cotton wool, rice paste, 

• liquor, pork, chicken, rice and bananas are offered tO'them. 

' The. Siintals have their own pantheon of gods, still retaining 
their original identity. Siintals still carry on their traditional 
rilaal practices with the help of’*heir traditional priestly group 
of people knowp as Murmus. The Oraons. Mundas and Hos who 
have not been converted to Chri.stianfty, are divided between 
Hin^uizcd and not yet Hinduired sections. The Hinduized 
Oraons.. Mundfis and Hos who usually describe themselves as 
Ma(lhesiya.s and speak Sadri or Sadani as mother tongue, 
synch-eiically identify their original gods and goddesses with 
Puriinic Hindu gods and goddesses and worship Hindu gods and 
goddesses in addition to their syncretic divinities. Not yet 
Hirduized Onions. Mund^s and Hos, like SHntals. still retain their 
pantheon of divinitie.s with their original conception.*?. 

The nineteenlh century movements to reform the Hindu society 
and religion" like Briihmoism and Bhaktivadi-.'>:lkladharma of 
Ramakrlshva and Yuktivadi-Sevadharma of Vivekananda also 
made their impact felt. The Brahrtio congregation hall of 
Jalpajguri town was established in the year 1901 and Rnmakrishna 
MIssiop was established Tn 1923. Both Brahmo Samiij and 
Ramakrishna Mission did much for the spread of modern educa¬ 
tion especially the female education^ and social service. Their 
influence and .sphere of* activity were limited to the educated 
middle classes •of the urban areas. BrahmoS. however, made an 
attempt to detribalize the Meches by educating .some of them, 
T^e result had been that the Brnhmns succeeded in Hinduizing 
some of them.' 

The Theosophy movement of Annie Besant too had a temporary 
influence on the educated Hindus of the district. A Theosophical 
l,odge was established in Jolpnigurt town in 1923,'** 


Kelision of the 
Saniah. Onions, • 
Monday atul llnx 


inovf iiipnci 


' Cliaruchandra Sanyal — The Mecitc/i and the Totoi nf. >^OTth Bei^snl 
Raja RamTnoftanpur.*1973, pp. 41-42 aiul 50-51. • 

» Cniariifharidra Sanyal —‘Jalpaifnfri Saharcr Ek.toliachhar^ in Jalpaimri 
Jela satabnT\hiki Smamk (hnnfha. Jalpulgini, 1070, p. 07. 
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In the thirteenth century, a Mech chieftain was converted to 
Islam by Bakhtyar Khaiji. It can be presumed that the Mech 
chieftain ‘Ali the Mech’ did not embrace the religion singly, but 
was followed by a band of his clansmen and women. Writing in 
1911. J. F. Griming reported that the Sheikhs and the Nasyas, who 
composed the majority of the Muslims of the district, were,-in the 
main, natives of the district and in their appearance, dress and 
customs differed very little from the Rajbansis.' Gruning, of 
course, conceded that a large number of Sheikhs and Nasya 
Muslims were originally imnjrgrants from Rangpur, Dinajpur. 
Koch Bihar and Pabna. It seems that Bengalee peasants 

from the above named districts were some of the earliest settlers 
who cleared forests and introduced settled cultivation, In 1901. 
the Muslims composed 29.81 per cent of the then district popula* 
tion. They were not an insignificant minority composed of 
immigrants. They were very much the sons of the soil. As the 
Muslim population, in the main, is composed of peasants and 
agricultural labourers, orthodox Islam which is usually sustained 
by the landed gentry is not prominent. Islam, especially in the 
rural areas, is a folkish form, characterised by worship of Pirs 
and Mursheds. Muslim landed gentry have been adherents of 
orthodox Islam. It is due to the efforts of the latter that 
mosques were built. The first mosque of Jalpaiguri town was 
built by Khan Bahadur Rahim Bux in 1875. Another mosque at 
Dlnbarar locality, was established in 1902 by Mohammad Ibrahim. 
Id and Muharram are celebrated everywhere where there is a 
sizeable Muslim population. 

The Church Missionary Society was the earliest Christian 
mission i-o start work among the rural people especially among 
the immigrant tea-garden labourers in Alfpiir Du;‘irs subdivision, 
The Society started iis evangelical and social service work some* 
time in the eighties of the last centiiry. They could convert a 
good number of Sanlals to Christianity within a short lime. The 
Society opened an agricultural colony with Christian Santul 
agriculturlst.s In 1^90. 

Tlie American Baptist Missionary Society began work in 1888. 
By 1898. they converted 20 persons to Christianity. But the 
work of this organization, was mostly evangelical in nature. The 
missionaries preached the gospel iij villages, and hntx. 

• u > 


’ J. T. Grunin^ — op. eif.. pp. 
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The Kalimpong Mission of the Church of Scotland began 
functioning among the tea-garden labourers of Alipur Duars sub¬ 
division from its station In Gorubiilhan in Kalimpong subdivi¬ 
sion of Darjiling district. It converted a number of tribals .to 
Christianity, 

Among the Christians of the district, Protestants predominate: 
there are very few Catholics. The largest number of Christians 
are found among the Oraons and then in descending order among 
the Mundas, Hos, Bhutias, Meches and Santals. 

The first church in the district, founded in 1882 in Jalpaiguri 
town, was. for the Europeans only. In 1896, a church was esla* 
blishftd in Jalpaiguri town for the native Christians, Both ace 
Protestant churches. 

A majority of the Himalayan group of Tibeto-Burman language 
speaking Bhutias. — including the Dukpas, Kagatays, Yolmos. 
Tibetan Bhutias. Sikkimese Bhutias, Bhutanese Bhutias. Sherpas 
from Nepal and Sikkim. Toto autochthones of Jalpaiguri, 
Chakmas. Maghs and Mrus from Tripura and Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, some of the Newars (Buddhamargi) and Limbus from 
Nepal, — found in the district, were Buddhists. While the 709 
Chakmas, 83.Maghs and 443 Mrus were Theravadi (Hinayani) 
Buddhists, all the others were either Mahayani. Vajrayani or 
Kalachakra 5 ^jni Buddhists. All the schools are characterized by 
their adherence to magical riles and practices and have large 
pantheons of Bodhisaltvas, Buddhas, other gods, goddesses, 
benevolent and malevolent V^rits and demons. Some pf these 
gods and goddesses, spirits and demons are conceptually syncretic 
entities, in which fhe original tribal divinities and spirits have 
got merged with *Tantric Hindu and Mahayiim Buddhist Tilntric 
divinities and symbols. * 

The Jains and Sikhs are relatively recent settlers in the 
district. The Marwari Jains, and Sikhs from the Punjab began 
to immigrate into and settle in the district, respectively from the 
middle of the last century and the twenties of the present 
century. 

• 

The size of the*family‘depends more o» the size of the income 
of the family than on any olhei factor such as ethnic, religious, 
customary beliefs and practices. Table 10 prepared from 
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ihe data provided by the Census of 1961 shows the relation 
betwcert occupation, extent of land held and size of the family 
in the rural areas of-the district and also the average size of 
family in the urban areas. It may be mentioned that 95.5 per 
cent of the total number of households (household being defined 
as a unit of persons living in common mess and under the same 
rooO belonged to rural areas and only 4.5 per cent to urban 
areas. 

The Bengalee Hindus in general follow the D<iyabhfi^ii system 
of inheritance. Though the Rajbansi. Mech. Oraon. Muoda, 
Santal, Nagesia gnd Mahali traditional systems of inheritance 
are different from the Mitakshora and the D<~*yobit^if:a systems of 
inheriiance. yet the Oraons, Mundas. Santals, Nagesias and 
Mahalis now-a-days”* are inclined to follow the Mitakshoni 
system of Inherifancc. while the Rajbansis and Meches had long 
been following Ihe 0<fyabhd}>u system. The Rabhas had a 
matrillnear line of succession which is changing fast to patrilinear. 
Those Rabhas who live in hills and jungles still retain the 
malrilinear line of succession, matrilineal line of descent and 
matrilocal system of residence. The majority of the Mu.sllms 
of the district are guided by the Hannfi rode In the mailer of 
inheritance. 

Table II taken from the Census of 1961 shows the 
marital siatus of the males and females of various significant 
age groups and also the changes between 1951 and 1961. 

This table shows that the age of marriage, both for men and 
women, has risen, and unmarried persons are more frequently 
found. 'Both as a result of fall in the death-rate as weir as the 
diminution of the oge gap between spouses, ihe number of widows 
and widowers hai declined. Before the enactment of the Hindu 
Marriage.s Act of 1955. divorce was unknown among the dwiia- 
varfiQ. satsudra and navti^(^kho Hindus. Those of the a-sfft-^udro 
a^folchal or untouchable Hindus who through ihelr affluence 
aspired to higher ritual status %lso imitated this custom of the 
upper caste Hindus. But among a number of the so-called 
a-sal-<udra a^jalchal castes divorce was never a taboo, nor was 
marriage of widows and divorced women. Among the Oruons, 
Mundas, Santals. Hos. Nagesias and Mahalis both divorce and 
marriage of the divorcees were in vogue. Divorce was in vogue 
among the Muslirns of the district according to their marriage law, 
The Hindu Marriage Act has ^ now made divorce-legal Tor all 
Hindus. * 
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All Hindu castes and tribes are normally endogamous. The 
tribal people who have embraced Christianity are not under any 
compulsion lo stick to (he rules of endogamy though they usually 
prefer to remain endogamous. The Special Marriages Act of 
1954 has legalized marriages between spouses of different castes, 
tribes and even religions, provided the relationship of the spouses 
does, not fall within the prohibited degrees- The Hindu 
Marriages Act of 1955 has made all Hindu marriages contractual 
though sacramental rites are usually performed. Table 12 in 
Appendix B given the number of cases, relating to marital relations 
in the Hindu community in the district for some selected years. 
The figures do not include the cases of Muslims. Oraons. Mundns, 
Santals; Hos, Nagesia^, Mahalis, Meches and Rabhas which are 
disposed of according lo traditional customs and practices by 
their traditional authorities. 

Amaig the Rajbansis and tribals marriage through understand¬ 
ing reached between the would-be bride and the groom, marriage 
by capture in front of witnesses, etc. were in vogue and are not 
still unknown though these practices are now replaced by 
negotiations. Among the Hindus and Muslims marriage by 
negotiations is the predominant form. Of late, among the edu¬ 
cated Hindus marriage by understanding reached between the 
would-be bride and the groom is on the increase. When such 
marriages between parlies belonging to different castes take place, 
they are usually registered under the Special Marriages Act of 
1954. The following table 13 shows the number of marriages 
registered in the district under the Special Marriages Act of 
1954 and the Hindu Marriages Act of 1955. for some selected 


years. 

Table —13 

Year 

- Marriages registered 
under the. Special 
Marriages Act 1954 

Marriages 
under the 
Marriages 

• 

registered 
Hindu 
Act 1955 

1955-56 

4 

.. 


1960-61 

21 

.. 


1965-66 

49 

.. 


1970-71. ' 

. 6« 

8 


1973-74 

• 64 

1 



Paying of bnde price which was very common am^ng the Raj- 
bansis, Meche.s. Rabhas, NIgesias. Malpahariyas, etc. is giving 
way to dowry as prevalent among the so-called upper caste Hindus. 
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Widow marriage, iliough legal even for the dwija^’arna. 
sot-.fiidra and nuvafTikha Hindus, is net common. The custom 
prevails among the Meches, Rabhfis. Sanlals. Onions, Mundas, 
Hos, Nagesias, Mahalls. Oaros. Bhutias. etc. It is prevalent 
among the Muslims. The Rnjbansi widow sometimes lives like 
man and wife, with a person known as duiigtio, iheip children 
having the eu.stomary right to inherit property. 

Hindu and Muslim women of the relatively well-off classes 
wear ■f'ld/.r and blouses with petlicoats and bodices inside. The 
Muslim women of the same classes also use a fwr/t/m-while 
going out. The Hindu and Muslim women of, the poorer classes 
use shoner and occasionally blouses. The older women 
,of the villages usually do not wear blouses. The older Rsjbansi. 
Mech. Rabhii and GHro women do not use a sadi in the same 
way as the Hindus and Muslims do. They tic a tuhsi or a 
over their breasts and let it hang a little above the Ankles. 
They call it jota-hipad. They use no upper or lower garment 
separately but use a wrapper-type of unsewn cloth as under¬ 
garment for the lower part of the body. Young Rajbansi Mech 
Rabha and Gilro girls, especially of the urban areas, wear the 
.same kind of dress as the Rengalee Hindu and Muslim girls of 
similar age groups. The Bhutis women don the flowing gown 
called the bakku. ft is worn with an upper ‘garment called 
Ihe hanjii. Totos dress like the Meches or Garos. , ‘ 

Men, depending on their economic status, either' don trousers 
and shins or their traditional dresses. In rural areas, people 
of the older generation especially ,don _ ihe traditional dresses. 
Ofi fesiIve occasions the males generally wear traditional dres.«;es. 
The jraditional dress for ihe Hindu male is Hhe dhoti and the 
P<nijfibf or kurtil or shirt with or without ae additional udiwl 
or^ chidar.^ The traditional dress for a Muslim male is the 
or p'lyjam/r Snd the p/7}ljdhi or kart^, Hmdu and Muslim 
poor peasants and agricultural labourers like their tribal neighbours 
usually wear a very short dhqt/ akin to a loin-cloth. Santal. 
Munda, Oraon. Bhulia and Mech males working in tea gardens 
wear shorts and half-shirts generally. Wearing of under-garment.s 
like the under-pants and ^enjis or vests depend upon the economic 
status of the wearer. The s^njr or the vest is often worn by 
the poor people as proper covering f«r the upper part of the 
body. * ' 

The. Census of 1971 condKctecf a sample purvey ®f ihe maierials 
used for comsiructing the walls' and roofs of the houses-in 
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Jalpaiguri district. The following table 14 taken from the Census 
of V>7i shows the percentage distribution of houses in the rural 
and urban areas aceording to the materials u.scd. 

Tuble —14 

l*LIU;hMA(a\ DISI RllUJ IION OF HOUSKS ACCORDINt; TO 
MATERIALS USED FOR CONSTRtK;TION OF WAILS 


• 

Grass, reeds, 

Burnt brick, C.I. 


Rural/ 

• leaved, bamboo, 

sheets, stone, 

All other 

Urban* 

mud. wattle, wood 

cement concrete 

materials 

Rural 

*81.2 

18.6 

2.2 

Urban 

• * 61.8 ' 

• 

37.9 

3.3 

Table - 

-/5. - . 
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Rural 

60-6 

4.6 

27.2 

5-8 

1.0 

1.5 

2 

Urban 

14.6 

4.7 

61^ 

9,8 

6-0 

8.8 

Nil 


In the rural areas of Jalpaiguri houses having walls of bamboo, 
reeds, and roofs bamboo, reeds, corrugated iron sheets, 
corrugated‘asbestos-sheets, tiles and shirpglcs are usually built on 
stilts of bamboo^ logs of wood or burnt bricks. The house, 
therefore, appears a little raised from the ground level. One 
has to enter the house by dimming a short flight of stairs. Such 
houses are also found in urban ^arsas, These arc generally single¬ 
storied. The roofs are always slanting; two or four such slanting 
sides joined at the top make a roof. The traditional Rajbaiisi, 
Mech, Rabha and Garo houses have the same appearance. 

In houses of this type a rectangular ground-plan with no 
projections and recessions* is followed. Sometimes the plan is 
L-shaped or U-.shaped. 

A household^may (rf may not be^housed in one* unit.. The 
more affluent the family, the greater is the likelihood of finding 
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more than one unit of construction in the 5 ;ame compound. \h 
a Mech, Rabha, Santa], Oraon or Garp household one additional 
unit would be a pigsty. In Rajbansf household one additional 
unit would bt UMuromr than. The second additional unit in 
Mech and Rabha household would be tJfokurdvJr than. 

Regarding the average big and medium sized villagp, most of 
them look like amorphous agglomerates of isolated homesteads. 
Small hamlets, however, show some linear feature. 
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AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION 

sill's 


MM) Lrni.1Z,vno\ IN 

.JAU*AlCt;Rt DISTRICT : 

1962-65* 

« 

(Area 

in thousand 

acres) 


1962-63 

1963*64 

1964-65 

Total area of the district 
Area under forest 

l,5(9.6 

413.3 

1,519.6 

1,519.6 

Aren not available 

413,3 

413.3 

for cultivation 

Other udcultivated land 

242.3 

241.2 

238.5 

excluding-current fallow 
Current fallow 

Net area sown 

Area sown more than •once* 

Total cropped area 

♦ • 

1J7.4 

23.0 

723.5 

68-0 

791.5 

115.9 
14.8 
. 734.4 
86.3 
820.7 

112-5 

8,0 

747.3 
108.1 

855.4 


Ihere is not much unuullivated land left which may’be eon 
i>iiig ticre and (here througho^l the district are mosllv barren anW 

rve mh. Sud. lands have been shown in the 

ve?r have b r' ‘ "‘^"■cropped in the subsequent 

year have been shown in the table as ‘other uncultivated land 
xc^dmg current fallow’. The practice of kee^ if S 
fallow for a season or so is an age-old -one. ^ 

Agrituliurc, Vest'Additional Dii’cctor of 


Kand Reclamation 
and Utilizaiion • 


Cultivable waste 
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about sudden onrushes of huge volumes of water and have the 
tendency to change thtir course from time to time. While 
extensive damage and* devastation are caused by the flood water 
of these rivers, the sudden change of their course leads to the 
destruction of vast areas under cultivation. The damage is 
caused both by erosion and by dt^posit of huge quantities of 
sands on the green fields, 

There* are no major or medium irrigation projects, Some Types of irrigat<o«^ 
small irrigation projects, however, have been completed in recent 
years' by the Irrigation and Waterways and the Agriculture 
Departments. Tb^ following table shows the area under irriga¬ 
tion in the district for the five-year period 1963-68. 

TabJe — S 

ARFA UNDFR IRRIfiATlON IN JM.PSTnilRr DISTIurT : IWS 6K' 

‘ (in thousand acres) 


Percentage of net area 


Year 

Net area irrigated 

irrigated to net 

1963-64 

161,9 

22.0 

1964-65 

163.1 . 

21.8 

1965-66 

166-2 

22.2 

1966-67 

156.0 

20.6 

1967-68 

• 148.3 

19.7 


The different sources of irrigation for the year 1969-70 are given 
below from which it will be seen that the farmers have irrigation 
arrangement in about 1.65,000 acres. 


Table — 4 • 

ARF.A IRRirrATED FROM DIFFERENT SOURCES IN 
• vTArPAIGURI DISTRICT* 


. . 

Area irrigated 


• 

Source of Irrigatfon 

• 

(in acres) 

9 

Percentage 

Government Canal 

•10,010 


6.1 

Private Canal 

1.4M90 


88.8 

Tank 

2,530 


1.5 

Well 

5,160 


3.1 

Other Sources 

810 


0.5 

Total 

— 1,65,000 


100.00 




' Source : Agricultural IconomUi ex-^ffieio Addition at Director of 
Agriculiiire. WAt BengfJ. 

* Source : Central Bank of India — T.eftd Bank Survey Report : JalpBi^tri 
Dhirict, Calcutta, 1972, p. 
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The minor irrigation projects may be classified into (i) deep 
tube«we]l irrigation, (ii) river pump Ifjt irrigation, (iii) small 
irrigation schemes and (iv) shallow tube-wSlls. The table below 
shows the position of the minor irrigation schemes completed 
up to 1971-72. 

Tables 

MINOR IRRIGATION SCHEMES IN JAl.PAlGtlRI DISTRICT* 


Number of Completed 
Name of scheme c scheme 

Area Irrigated 
(in acres) 

Deep Tube-well irrigation 


33 

. 330 

River pump lift irrigation 


1 

50 

Small Irrigation Schemes 


5 

750 

Shallow Tube-wells 


60 

500 

It may be added that owing to hardness of earth, tube-wells 
cannot be sunk easily in most of the areas. In places adjacent 
to rivers, however, ground water supply is available and big 
diameter wells have been found to be suitable for irrigation 


purposes. Tliis has been corroborated by a survey carried out by 
the Geological Survey of India. 

In order to undertake a programme of Minor Irrigation and 
Small Irrigation Schemes it is essential that the river control 
system'be worked out first, Recently, a Master Plan for con¬ 
trolling the Tista river has been completed by experts of the 
Government. Tista Barrage Project is being discussed here 
briefly. 

9 

The Master Plan has a long history. In the pre-Partition days 
a project report was prepared for developing irrigation and hydro¬ 
electric power by the construetion of a dam in the upper reaches 
of Tista with a barrage at Domohani and an associated system 
of canals for irrigation. A fresh project report was prepared by 
the Government of West Bengal in 1957 envisaging the construc¬ 
tion of a storage dam near Goiakholain Dvjiling district about 
29 miles from Siliguri''oD the road to Kalimpong. The reservoir 
was designed for generation, of hydro-electee power and modera- 

* Loc. cit. 
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tion of floods. Irrigation would also be possible by the con* 
•struct!on of a barrage ^ear Domohani. The Central Water and 
Power Commission .was of opinion that this project report of 
1957 was based on limited data. So they prepared a n{OTc 
detailed project report for linking the Ganga with the Brahma¬ 
putra ^fter collecting extensive hydrological, soil and ground 
.survey data. This scheme was intended to provide irrigation for 
nearly 3 million acres and was estimated to cost Rs. 357 crores. 
As it would be difficult to obtain the necessary funds at once it 
was decided by the Government of West Bengal to obtain the 
benefits of irrigation, power, navigation and flood control by 
gradually phasing out the components of the project. The first 
phase was estimated to cost Rs. 64.66 crores of which Rs. ^5 
crores might be prdVided in the Fifth Five Year Plan. This first 
phase would pfrovide irrigation for 5.86 lakh acres in the West 
Dinajpur district and 1.64 lakh acres in the Pumia district of 
Bihar, that is, benefit for 7.5 lakh acres in all. In the subsequent 
phases it would be possible to irrigate 5.3 lakh acres in the districts 
of Jalpaiguri and Koch Bihar. 


The greater part of the district is covered with alluvium ranging 
from pure sand to clay. In most parts of the district the soil 
is a sandy loam, but in the basin between the Tista and Jaldhaka 
rivers it is* hard, black and clayey. This part of the land pro¬ 
vides good pastures and crops of tobacco. In the uplands to 
the north of the Duars tl\,e soil is a ferruginous clay which is 
well suited to the grdwth of the tea plant. The Western Duars 
contains numerous old river beds which have been deserted by 
the streams once flowing on them, and near the hills these 
river beds are strewn With stones and boulders: lower down 
they contain (ravel cmd. in the plains, s^d. These deserted 
river beds are unprofitable wastes where nothing can be grown, 
'^he largest cultivated area in^ this region is the tract between 
Dalgaon and Falakata wh^re fields of rice and mustard can 
be found in the vicinity of the villages. The important crops 
in the district are paddy, jute, tobacco, mustard seed, sugarcane 
and wheat. Rice is the principal crop of the district. Three 
varieties, ^us, aman. and boro, are grown. So far as fruits are 
concerned, pineapples are of some importance while bananas and 
arecanuts ara also g^own in abundance. Pulses like muspr, mug. 
gram, kh^.wi ^nd^arahor and oilseeds like mustard 


Agriculture 
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104 


JALPAIGURI 


Ric€ 


are also grown. In 1971 *72. the area under high-yielding varieties 
was only about 20»000 acres, the crops grpwn in this area beings 
paddy {aus and dnum) and wheat. Tt may .be added here that 
more than ninety per cent of the total cropped area in the district 
is covered by rice and juie. The following table gives the dis¬ 
tribution of the crops In 1970-71' except tea which is dealt with 
in the Chapter on Industry* 


Table — 6 


' 

Crops 

Area 

Production 


'000 acres) 

(in 1.000 tons) 

Paddy 


40 

At4S 

160,6 ' 

- 69.0 

Amm 

484.2 

221.0 

Boro 

0.3 

0.2 

Jute 

104-1 

268.6* 

Wheat 

2.5 

1.1 

Barley 

1.5 

0.5 

Maize 

6.8 

2.4 

Pulses 

3.0 

0.7 

Mustard 

5.6 

' 1.2 

MesVtf 

Not available 

7.7*- 

Potato 

5.8 

10.7 

Sugarcane 

0.8 

16.0 

Ginger 

0.2 

0.4 

Tobaico 

1-0 

0.2 - 

Pineapples 

0.5 

.3,850.0-1- 

There are two main 

crops of rice, 

the dman or haimaniik 

which is reaped in winter and the ms or bha4oi which is harvested 
in August and September. Aman ricciis the most important crop 

and the farmer naturally lakes a keen 

interest in its cultivation.^ 

4 man rice is first sown 

broadcast in nurseries in May and June 

and from about the middle of July to the middle of September 
is transplanted into fields which have been specially prepared for 

it. The young plants are put into the ground by hand, two or 


* Central Bank of India — rif., p. 51, ' 

* In 1975*76, the acre^es covered by wheat, Sman paddy, dus paddy and 
jute were respectively 57,931 ; 4.W,II7 ; l,19.U2j^nd 28,^70. 

* Denotes unit m terms oi 1,000 bales of 200 kgs. each. 

+ Denotes unit In terms of 1,000 mimber^, 
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three together, at intervals of six to nine inches. Once the rice 
has been transplanted (jothing more is done except weeding 
until it is ripe and ready for harvest. 

BJyidoi rice is usually grown on higher land locally known 
as farin^aii. Preparation of the land begins in February; it is 
ploughed six to eight limes and then levelled. The weeds are 
collected and burnt, the ashes acting as manure to the soil. The 
seed is t^hen sown broadcast and the land is slightly ploughed 
up twice and again levelled. When the young plants are about 
four inches high, the fields are weeded and the crop thinned out 
with, a rake. The oullurn of hhuhn rice is generally less than 
that of fiman. 

In the first decade of the present century, the cultivation of jutp 

jute increased at a rlpid rate and the area under this crop was 
almost doubled in the six years between 1901-02 and 1907-08. 

The greater part of the increase took place In the Western Duars. 

The best variety of jute was that produced in the Rajganj police 
.station. The quality of the fibre was good throughout the district. 

According to the Settlement Report of 1906-16. the area under 
jute cultivation was 50,580 acres. The Tshaque Survey of 1044-45 
estimated the area under jute as 39,271 acres.* The same class 
of land which is suitable for hhadoi rice is also used for growing 
jute. In the villages the lower part of the jute stalks, which is 
broken off in order to extract the fibre, is used for fuel ; the 
upper part is used to make fences for protection of crops, such 
as. tobacco and vegetables which are grown near homesteads. 

Tobacco is an important cjop and largely grows in the Western 'f'nbarro 
Duars, the be.st tobaced lands lying between the Tista and Torsa 
rivers. The crop, i;equires careful cultivation and much labour 
is required to bring the crop to perfection. The crop may be 
damaged if hailstorms ocCur in January or February just when 
the leaves are teady for plucking, The crop is usually grown 
on good faringiHi land situated near the homestead of the farmer. 

Tltp fields have to be kept well weeded and the crop requires 
constant attention until the ‘leaves are ready for plucking in 
February and March. 

From figures furnished by the District Agriculture Office, Per acre yield of 

Jalpaiguri, it is found that in 1964-65 the maximum yield per differrnt croT>s 

acre o£ ^rfian paddy wag 18 maunds and it was 12 maunds^in 
case of dies paddy. The maximum per acre yield of wheat for 

9 

r A. Miira —Cemus : T9.“il : West^ Bengal Distrin Hanrihofik, Jafpaigun, 

Calctitta, pp. cxi'Cxii. 
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the .^me year was 10 maunds and ii was 200 maunds in case 
of potato. The statement below gives an idea of per acre yield 
of different crops in various Development Blocks for the year 
1964-65. 

Tahie — 7 


PKR ACRP, PROm)CTlON OF DIFFERENT CROPS'* 
i%4-65> 

(in maunds) 


Name of 

Block 

A man 
paddy 

AUS 

paddy 

i 

Wheat 

Mustard 

Jute* 

Potato 

Jalpaiguri 

10 

8 

6 

5 • 

1,75 

4 

80 

Rajganj 

10 

8 

5 

5 

— 

100 

Klaynaguri 

13 

— 

9 

6* 


45 

Dhupguri 

15 

10 

8 

8 

•3.21 • 

60 

Mai 

13.5 

8.5 

Nil 

8 

2.7 

• 50 

Mat! all 

16 

S 

Nil 

9 

2.42 

' 30 

Nagrakata 

17 

9 

9 

4 

1.80 

50 

Madarihat 

12 

6 

10 

11 

2-00 

75 

Kalchini 

18 

12 

3 

3 

2-21 

90 

Falakaia 

15 

8 

8 

5 

3.37 

200 

Alipur Duar-I 

11.5 

10 

6 

6 

2.7 

60 

AlTpur Duar-II 

12 

10 

6 

6 

2:8 

50 

Kumargram 

18 

10 

3 

2.5 

2.25 - 

65 


Traditional implements are still in use in the district though 
cultivators are gradually becoming aware of improved, agri¬ 
cultural ^practices. The traditional Implements in common use 
among the cultivators include W/ or wooden plough; phal or 
ploughshare; koddii or spade; kurdli or hatchet for splitting 
wood; 3do. a large knife;' khwsha on dheldbhdnpd: a* wooden 
mallet for breaking up clods of earth: a bamboo harrow for 
levelling the fields, etc. A set of these implements, together 
with a pair of bullocks are required by the cultivator to plough 
his land. To help the farmers to -adopt improved practices m 
agriculture, the Agriculture Department has produced several 
improved implements, such as, the seed-drill, wheel-hoe. paddy- 
weeder, mould-board plough and seed-dresser. Their uses are 
still not widespread. The farming methods and practices in this 
district are still primitive. * • 

* Source : Di«rici Agronomic A e:ooffirio Addi^onal Director of Agri¬ 
culture' Jalpaiguri. ^ 

* Jute pKdiirtion h iihovn in icrtns of hales, each bale being 400 )hs. 
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The total area under cultivation is about 7.85 lakh acres. 
There are about 1.00.5CM) agricultural families, the average land 
holding per family being about 7.76 acres. In most of the areas 
only one crop, i.e., paddy is raised while there are only a few 
pockets where two crops are grown. 

Improved seed is one of the important inputs which can increase 
agricultural production to a great extent- Moreover, the success 
of fertilizer and the plant protection programme depend a good 
deal upon the quality of seed. In order to augment agricultural 
production, the Agriculture Department of the State Government 
has- made arrangements for distribution of better seeds amongst 
the farmers through the Block Development Offices. Normally, 
the foundation seeds produced in the farms are given to registered 
growers for multiplication and the multiplied seeds are purcha.sed 
by Govefument^for subsequent distribution amongst other cultiva¬ 
tors m the following year. For storing seeds procured from the 
cultivators, seed farms have been constructed, the particulars of 
which are given below: 

Table — 8 

BLUCK SRED FARMS IN JAI-PAIOURI DISTRICT* 


Location of 4he 

Period of Construction 

Size of the f 

Block Seed Farm 

(Plan period) 

(in acres) 

Mai 

Second Plan 

25.85 

Alipur Duar 

,, 

27.88 

Falakata 


27.42 

Dhupgun ’ 

«. 

25.05 

Kumargram 

». 

26.33 

Nagrakata 

'^hird Plan 

25.00 

l^adarihat 

». 

26.25 

Mat! all 

*» 

24.26 

Kalchini 

,, 

26.10 


For storing the seeds procured from the cultivators, seed stores 
having a’capacity to stc^e 1.000 maunds of seeds were constructed 
in the Block areas. 

• Source : Agricultural Ec<moi»i8i Sc ex-officio AddiMonal Dirccior of 
Agriculture, Government of W«i Bengal. 



108 


JALPAlO^Jftl 


NfnniirM 


Kriiill/er 


The manures in general use are cow-dung, oil-cakes, black 
mud of tanks and hide salt. Cow-dung*is used for all kinds of 
crops except pulses. Castor oil and mustard oil-cakes are applied 
for potatoes, sugarcane, ginger and cabbages. Green manuring 
is‘known to a small extent. 

Under the fertilirer distribution schemes of the Government, 
fertilizers are made available at (he nearest rail head and from 
there the fertilizers are removed by distributors of the depots for 
sale to cultivators. Chemical fertilizers are used' only by pro¬ 
gressive farmers. The statement below shows the consumption 
of fertilizers for the year 1955-66 (uplo 14 February 1966). • 
Table — 9 

CONSIIMP'nON OF FFRTItfZF.RS !N lAI.PAini IRI 
' DISTRICT 09 rk 5 .r^)‘ 


Name of fertilizer 

Consumption (in tonnes) 

Ammonium Sulphate 

72 

Urea 

136 

Calcium ammonium nitrate 

72 

Ammonium phosphate 

NIL 


Crop rot a ti on 


A;»rinilhiral 
cli^easi’^ and 

pcvic 


According to the seasons, the cultivation of the district may 
be divided into three distinct parts; the farmers are busy with 
the first crop during the period from February to June while 
between July and November they work for the second crop. 
The third crop keeps them engaged for the period from November 
to February. In the first crop, mainly jute and nus paddy are 

grown. The second crop is mainly nmtm paddy and in the 

third crop wheat, vegetables and potato are grown. 

AgricuUural diseases and •pests damage a good portion* of the 
crops if proper care is not taken to protect them. The pests 
affecting the main crops are named in the •following statement. 

Crop Pests 

Paddy Rice hispa, rice steam-borer, rice-bug, swarming 

caterpillar, car-cutting caterpillar, paddy-leaf 
roller, paddy grasshopper, paddy mealy bug and 
termite. • 


* 4 short note os Agriailtural Development in •publishat by 

ihe D<ip^rimem of Agriculture it ComTgunitv Dcvclopmrni, G<n'crnm<iu 
of We** Bengal, Calcutta, 1966, p. W. 
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Potato 

Mustard* 

Sugarcane 

Fruits • 


Hairy caterpillar, jute semiloopcr, jute apion. 
Indigo caterpillar, jute ring pest, jute mite, jute 
beetle* and termite. 

Cut worm, mile cricket, aphid and tuber moth 
borers, beetle and mealy bug. 

Aphid. 

While ant, short borer, top borer, leaf* hopper 
and termite. 

Mango hopper, mealy bug and Citrus leaf miner. 


Assistance to farmers is given by -the Slate Government in the 
form of ugricufiuftl. cattle purchase and fertilizer purchase loans. 
The amounts so distributed during the three-year period 1969-72 
are‘Shown in the following table. 


Table —W * • 

KINiNCXM. .VSSIST ANCE TO FARM HRS l«ROM IIH 39 - 7 U lo 11^71 7 ^' 


Period 


Agricultural Cattle Purchase Fertilizer loan 
loan (Rs.) loan (Rs.) (Rs.) 


1969- 70 

1970- 71 

1971- 72 


5,01,000 

1.79,300 

1,29.000 


21,01.000 

1.44.300 

47,500 


1,83.000 

1,64.830 

2.00.749 


Siiicc .4s«htaiuc 
la agn;,uliiiic 


The Co-operative Societies help the farmers through credit i^>(»|in.tii\L 
supply, distribution of fertilizers, quality seeds and pesticides, 
procurement of pumping sets, etc. Besides short-term credit for 
seasonal operations, loiig-tcrm loans involving large amounts arc 
also advanced by them for making permanent improvement of 
land, repayment <7f^ld dues and consolidation of scattered hold¬ 
ings. The marketing co-ogcralives. besides helping in tranJiactions 
of agricultural j)roducc. provide credit facilities on pledge of 
goiHJs, The Barnes Cargo Sized Co-operative Agricultural 
Marketing Society Ltd. has been working as the Central Co¬ 
operative Marketing Society ,of« the district in addition to its 
normal functions. It gels supply of agricultural inputs and 
implements from the West Bengal Stale Co-operative Marketing 
Federation Ltd, on behalf of all other Co-operative Societies of 
the district^ under a co-ordinated programme and arrange regular 
and timely supplies to them as per their requirements for distri¬ 
bution to cultivators. The Barnes Large Sized Co-operative 


> Source : Deputy Cammibstoncr, J-dlpaiguri. 
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Agricultural Marketing Society Ltd. also distributes agricultural 
inputs and implements directly to the-, cultivators of its arc^.s. 
An account of the functioning of the local agricultural societies 
and Large Sized Co-operative Agricultural Marketing Societies 
has been given in Chapter VL It may be mentioned that during 
the Second Plan Period. 1 \ Large Sized Credit Societies and 30 
Service Co-operatives were organized and the Jalpaiguri Central 
Co-operative Bank was also reorganized when Government parti¬ 
cipation in the share capital of the Large Sized 'Credit Societies 
and (he Central Co-operative Bank took place. 

Aciiviiies of Uic During the First and Second Plan periods the agricultural* set- 

Dcpannicm district level was strengthened and more powers were 

given to the District Agricultural Officer and the Block Develop¬ 
ment Officers for speedy execution of the 'various schemes. In 
recent years, arrangements for distribution of better seeds amongst 
the farmers through the Block Department Officers were*, made 
and depots were also opened in remote villages to supply various 
kinds of chemical fertilizers. The district was not included in 
the High Yielding Variety Programme (1966-67) of the State in 
the beginning but later experiments were made with the High 
Yielding Variety seeds. Brochures in Bengali language published 
by (he State Agriculture Department were circulated among the 
farmers explaining the techniques of the cultivation of ,the High 
Yielding Variety. Recently, several demonstrations of High 
Yielding Variety (HYV) paddy and wheat cultivation have been 
sponsored by Government. The use^ of HYV seeds are gradually 
becommg popular among farmers. 

Farmers are being encouraged to undertake Jarge-scale planta¬ 
tion of pineapple and af^canut. The district has \iixh 

progress in adopting (he modern techriiques of mechanized farm¬ 
ing. Only a few'tractors and trailers-can be'seen which arc 
mainly used for agricultural work* in Government farms. 


Am MAI, lIlSMNDRV 

AM» Fisheries 


Fodder vrops 


The fodder crops grown in the district are not sufficient to 
meet the demand of the cattle stock. Jowar. maize, bajra and 
napier grass are usually included in the fodder crops. In the 
early part of the present century, fodder probfcm was not acute 
as will be eyident from the. following extract from^ the Gazetteer 
of I9ii: “Pasturage is abundant; in the north taluks of the 
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^Ves(e^n Duars green fodder is always available and paddy straw 
i^not used for cattle. In the regulation par^anas and in the 
southern taluks of the» Western Duars straw is stored for fodder 
and cattle are fed on it while the off tan rice is growing and th^ 
cannot be allowed to graze in the fields.’'* This position was, 
however,, changed with the passing of years and fodder cultivation 
was later considered essential for healthy growth of the cattle 
stodk. After Independence several schemes were initiated by the 
Animal Husbarfdry Department of the State Government for the 
develppment of fodder crops. Fodder seeds and cuttings were 
supplied to the farmers from the olfibe of the District Live-stock 
Ofiker. The following statement gives an idea of the fodder 
development schemes implemented in recent years. 

Table—!/ 

rUDDER DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES : 



Quantity of fodder 
seeds and cuttings 

Number of fodder 


distributed 

demonstrations held 

Year 

(in .Kilograms) 

in farmer's own plot 

1969-70 

1,343 

Nil 

1970-71 

L325 

4 

1971-72 

Nil 

4 

1972-73 

475 

27 

1973-74 

not available 

25 


Piggery development ^work. has been taken up by the Animal 
Husbandry Department of the State Government recently/ There 
is one scheme for introduction of improved breeding practices 
in the local, stocks of pigs. Under this scheme, boars* of an 
exotic breed, such as, Large White, Land Race or their crosses 
produced at tfie Regienal Pig Breeding 'Station-cum-Bacon 
Factory at Haringhata are distributed to selected pig keepers in 
selected areas to bring about aji upgraded stock which would 
be then utilized for manufacture <3f pork products in a bacon 
factory. In order to help the pig keepers to have recourse to 
this programme, boars are supplied on payment of Rs, 10 only 
per boar. For the maintenance of each boar, an amount of 
Rs. 15 'is also granted. 


j. F. Gi uniiij^ L. op. cn., p. 65. 

Source r Director of Animal Husbandly, West Bengal, 
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For the development of poultry industry in ihe State, oae 
State Poultry Farm was established at Mohluiagar with S’bo 
layers during the Second Plan period. Owing to increased demand 
for eggs as well as chicks, the farm was expanded with 1.500 
layers during the year 1966. The production of eggs up to 
September 1973 numbered 27,137. The number of chicks sold up 
to July *1973 was 982. 

During the Second Plan period one Poultry Extension Centre 
was set up at Maynaguri with laying strength of 100 bird<. This 
Centre has since been convej'ted into a hatchery to supply quality 
chicks to villagers so that poultry units could J>e set up thft>ugh 
private initiative.* 

- The local cattle are small and weak. During the Secondhand 
Third Plan periods the programme for improvement of cattle 
was taken up in areas under the police stations of’Dhupguri. 
h'alakaia, Kumargram and Alipur Duar. Improved bulls ;of the 
Haryana breed were distributed to progressive cultivators or 
cattle owners In a compact area in the ratio of 1 bull in 100 cows 
and mature heifers. In I960, there were 86 Haryana bulls in 
the district and simultaneously all the deshi or scrub bulls were 
castrated or eliminated from the compact area where improved 
bulls have been distributed. 

Before the launching of the First Five Year only two 
veterinary units had been functioning in the district tinder the 
control of the local bodies. At that time, treatment of ani¬ 
mals and epidemic control were the main activities of these 
two units located at Jalpaiguri and Alipur Duar. These two units 
also worked during the First Five Year Plan period* without 
having any appreciable change in the mode 4)f« working. During 
the Second Five Year Plan, these two existing units .were provin- 
cialized and converted into hospitals. * Six Block Veterinary dis¬ 
pensaries and five Aid centres were also^cstablisited. Seven more 
Block Veterinary dispensaries. thre« Aid centres and two Artificial 
Insemination centres were later established during the Third Rian 
period.. Veterinary aid is extended to the live-stock owner?; 
through the State Veterinary hospitals in urban areas, while 
veterinary aid is extended to the owners of live-stock in the 
rural areas chiefly through the Block Veterinary dispensaries and 
Aid centres. The following statement s^iows the number of cases 
treated at these veterinary institutions for the five-year period 
1966.71. ^ • 


• Source : Director of Animal Husbandry, West Bengal 
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Year 

• 

Number of cases treated 

1966-67 

• 

14,101 

1967-68 


16,211 

1968-69 


38.093 

1969-70 


28,561 

1970-71 


40,673 


Electric therapy in animals has been introduced in the veteri¬ 
nary Hospital at Jalpaiguri. 

Arttiicial Insemination centres ar^ attached to Jalpaiguri and 
Alipur Duir bosp^als. The number of artlhcidl insemination per¬ 
formed in these centres during 1967-68 was 1,232, while the num- 
ber.for 1968-69 was 1,276.* Mass vaccination to eradicate com^ 
mon contagious diseases among cattle, mainly Rinderpest, foot 
and mouth diseaUs, haemorrhagic septicaemia, anthrax, is canied 
out when there is threat of an epidemic. Rinderpest being a very 
common contagious disease, mass inoculation against it was per¬ 
formed on a comparatively large scale during the past few years 
as may be seen from the table below. 

Table —13 

MASS VACCINATION AGAINST RINDERPtS-H 
Year In which pcrfontied Nuiubei uf vaccinatiuji 


1966-67 

56,660 

1967-68 

. 61,500 

1968-69 

72,536 

1969-70 

19,724 

2970-71 

21,055 


The State Veterinary liospitals are located at Jalpaiguri and Ali- 
pur Duar. The number of Block dispensaries in the rural areas 
was 13 in^ 1973-74. The number of Aid j^entres and additional Aid 
centres during the same period was 16. Adequate steps are also 
taken against pooltry dlsQases, such as, Ranikbet disease, fowl pox 
and fowl cholera. The numbq* of mass vaccination against Rani- 
khet disease for a number of years is given below. 

TcAle~!4 • * . 

NUMBER OF MASS VACCINATION AGAINST RANIKHET 
DISEASES : I96S-7U 


Year 

Number of vaccination 

1966-67 

44.762 

1-967-68 

52,872 

1968-69 

’51.796 

1969-70 

’ - 24.393 • 

1970-71 

30.736 


1.3 Sourcer District Vetcriuary Orticer, Jalpaiguri. 

a 
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Preventive measures were taken ta tackle the growth of nondq?- 
cript cattle mainly through castration. The number of castrations 
in 1964-65 was 305, while the figures for 1966-67 and 1970-71 were 
305 and 275 respectively. 

A Veterinary Assistant Surgeon is attached to each Development 
Block- He is assisted by two Veterinary Field Assistants. Each 
Veterinary Aid centre, usually lying in the interior, has one Veteri¬ 
nary Field Assistant. The Veterinary Assistant Surgeon mided by 
his Field Assistants treats cases both at Block head-quaiters as 
also in the remote rural areas. Besides undertaking preventive*mass 
vaccination of animals and birds, they advise villagers on such*$ub- 
jecis as improvement of cattle and poultry stocks- The District 
Veterinary Officer during his monthly tours inspects all veterinary 
hospitals, di.spensaries, aid centres and peripatetjc service centres 
and gives advice on technical matters. 

The table below gives statistics of live-stock and poultry on the 
district for the year 1966-^ 


Table--15 

Cattle 


Buffaloes 


Potfllry 


Cows 

1,58,269 

Bulls & bullocks 

1,51,442 

Young stock 

1,55,448 


4,65,159 

Cows 

4.572 

Bulls & bullocks* 

27,958 

Young stock 

15,438 


47,968 

Sheep 

8.576 

Goats 

1,81,197 

Horses & ponies 

700 

Pigs 

3,333 

Others 

131 


92.107 

3,89,075 


Fowls - 

Ducks 4,81,182 


* Source : Directorate of Animal Husbandry, Govern men t of West Bengal. 
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• Jalpaiguri is not an important hsli growing district. The exist- I'ishlrils 
ing tanks, kMls, Ms and rivers offer a very limited quantity of 
fish. Normally, the fish available in the district arc small in size, 
though some small quantities of fish of a larger variety are foilnd 
in the local fish markets during the rainy season. There are very 
few families who live solely by fishing. Rajbansis, Muslims. 

Meches and Nepalis catch fish in addition to their other occupa¬ 
tions., Mahseer fishing used to be particularly good in the higher 
reaches of the Jaldhaka. Tors a, Raidak and Sankosh rivers. In 
th^ early fifties the Jalpaiguri Duarf Games Association did some 
creditable work* to preserve fisheries from indiscriminate des- * 

truction. 

Fish is generally brought dead to the market, except such fish 
as Koi, M^gur or Singi which can live for a long time on a little 
waiec There is no arrangement for cold-storage of fish, but ice as 
used for preserving them for a short period. Several schemes were 
taken up by the Directorate of Fisheries. West Bengal for develop¬ 
ing fisheries, but the progress in this respect so far has not been 
very encouraging. 


Forests cover more or less an area of 4.35,000 acres in Jalpai* 
guri district which means that about one fourth of the area of 
the district fs covered by forests. While the forests are numerous 
and valuable, the major portion of the forest area is administered 
as reserved forest by the Forest Department of the State Govern¬ 
ment fn addition to flic reserved forests, which are situated enti¬ 
rely in the WcslenuDuars between Tista and Sankosh rivers, there 
is a large, forest on the east of Tista. which formerly belonged to the 
Baikuiithapur Raj Estate. *It vested to the State Government under 
the West Bengal Estates*Acquisition Act and came under the con¬ 
trol of the Forest Departmeftt on 26th May 1956. This forest ^ 
appears to be a striking exanjpk of what a magnificent .^7/ forest 
looks like after decades of poor managemerit and improper treat¬ 
ment. Only six per cent of the forests in the district lies in the 
hills, the rest being in the plains. 

The striking feature of the forests are the valuable forests of 
s/il (Shorea robuHa)y the quality of !^fl foMsts in the district being 
better than that found in any Oflicrj>art of India. These forests 
have been broadly classified Moist Tropical forests. K broad 
description of forest areas has been given in Chapter I. 
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I'oicsi piCKiutc The forest produces play an important role in the economy of 
the district. The principal timber tree is aad its importance is 
so great Uiat the working of all reserved forests is directed inter 
aka towards obtaining a maximum quantity of mature timber from 
it. In some parts it grows nearly pure, but it is very often mixed 
with a large Dumber of other species. While is the most eco* 
nomically important species found in these forests, other valuable 
species, such as. champ, malogiri. tun, sissoo, khair, gahtar find 
a ready sale at a good price. Railway sleepers of various sizes 
are sawn mostly by purchasers for supply to the Railways. Dur¬ 
ing the last few decades, various species of cdhamercial impor¬ 
tance were introduced and of these teak occupies some areas. Ply¬ 
wood is gaining popularity and the species Hke chilaune, champ, 
chikrase, tun, gamar, bahera, etc. are used for the 'manufacture 
of tea-chests, and as materials for box-pianking in the orange trade. 
simul, odal, maina, dabdabe are mainly used. Suitable species 
for the match-wood industry are scarce. 

Firewood demand of the tea gardens and of the local popula¬ 
tion is met, as far as practicable, from dry fallen wood and also 
from tops and branches of annual fellings. Apart from this, house 
posts, thatch and other minor produce are also obtained from the 
forests. There is a great demand for canes for basketmaking. In 
recent years, there has been a demand for sarpagandhd {Rawaliia 
Serpentine). 

« 

Local labour is scarce in the forest area. In order to have the 
services.of a regular labour force for carrying’ o‘ul different types 
of works in the forests, forest villages* have been established in 
different places with adequate number gf laboufers. The total 
area of land allotted to each house^iold for homestead and culti¬ 
vation is about 2.5 acres. Temporary or permanent huts are pro- 
vided for each household. • 

In 1960-61. the gross annual revenue from the district forest 
produce was Rs. 30.32,770. the net revenue being Rs. 24.20,864\ 
The annual yield for the same period is given in following 
table. 


' Source : Divisional Forest Ofliccr. ]a!paiguri. 
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Table —16 

kinds of forest produce Quantity (in tons) 

Timber in round * 21.604 

Timber in the form of sleeper 4.200 . 

Timber in the form of plywcMDd 334 

Timber* in other forms (match-wood, etc.) K335 

House posts, poles, plough pieces, etc. *906 

Firewood . 59.348 


B.esides the above forest produce, canes and other minor forest 
produce valued at Rs. 64.539 were srlso obtained during the period 
referred to abovb. The outturn of forest products for the three- 
year period 1965-68 is shown below. 

Table —!7 

OUTTURN OF FORFST PRODUCTS !N JAITAIOURT 
• DISTRICT : 1955-68' 

(in '000 cubic feet) 

Kinds of forest 

produce 1965-66 1966-67 1967-68 

Timber 26.52.100 23.03.401 47,709 

Fuel 70.05.266 70,47,578 1,46.969 


« 

Of the earlier floods mention may be made of the disastrous 
floods o*f 1787 when the Tista river, which used to flow into the 
Ganga, suddenly deserted its channel and turned its waters into 
a still more ancient bed by which it empties itself into the Brahma¬ 
putra in the Rangpur#distrh:t (now in Bangladesh). There were 
serious floods caused by the swelling of the river Tista in 1881 
and 1892. The ‘details of damage caused by these floods are not 
available. • , 

The flood in»1902 was confined to the basjn of the Tista river 
and was caused by incessant rain in the I>arjiling hills on 27 
September of that year. The rainfall at Jalpaiguri during the 
nfonth of August was above* the average and in September more 
than twice the normal amount of rainfall. Consequently. Tista 
was in spate and on September 28 it reached a height of eighteen 
inches above the highest flood level of the preceding ten years. 
It remained at its maximum height for about half an hour and 


Fl.CH)DS, Faminrs 
k Drocigiits 

Floods 
ot 1787 


Floods of 1881 
5iiul 1892 


Flood 
in 1902 


——- --- 

> Source ' SfMixtics Indmfrinl Pnfe^hf publishe<l hy*tbc D^rctor of 
(oltage k Small Stall? Indu'^tr^-;. Government of Wcsi Bengal. Cal* 
ciuia. 1971. 
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then began to fall as rapidly as it had risen, Compared to the " 
intensity of the flood, loss of life was not heavy and was confined 
to places where the rise of water was rapid. .The damage done to 
the crops was not extensive- The winter rice was benefited by 
the silt deposited by the flood and the standing jute was unharmed 
while much of the jute which was being steeped was washed away 
and lost.. The loss of cattle was serious. An estimate furnished 
by the then Deputy Commissioner of the district put the total loss 
at 350 head of cattle and 20 buffaloes. Some damage was also 
caused to the railways. The big breach on the Eastern Bengal 
Slate Railway took over about ten days to repair. A bridge ^yas 
washed away on the Jalpaiguri road and another on the Jalpaiguri* 
.\lipur Dunr road; elsewhere the road damage was not considerable. 

'in 1906. the floods were extensive and covered almost the whole 
district- Heavy and continuous rain fell in July &nd in the same 
month 40.50 inches of rainfall was registered in Jalpaiguri In 
the past the floods were caused by sudden downpours of rain last¬ 
ing a short time, while the feature of 1906 was the long succession 
of rainy and sunle.ss days. On the nighi of August and morn¬ 
ing of August 4. all the rivers and streams in the district rose 
simultaneously and the damage done to railways and roads was 
enormous. By the morning of August 4 much of the town was 
flooded by the rapid rise of the river Tista. The»water rushed 
through the compound of the Deputy Commissioner’s bungalow, 
and across the road into the compound of the Circuit House 
where it was over two feet deep. The court buildings were sur¬ 
rounded by water and at one lime it looked as though some of 
ihe temporary buildings would fall. Near'the Officers’ Gub the 
houses were standing in water and the Superlp^endent of Police 
had to spend Ihe whole morning rescuing women and children 
in the police lines and taking them to his own house* for safety. 
There was no loss c^f life and the number of cattle drowned was 
small. -Some damage was caused tP the hfwdoi, rice crop: the 
continuous rain delayed the harvest, and in a few instances where 
Ihc crop was close to the rivers, they were destroyed by the rush 
of water. The principal damage was, however, to communica¬ 
tions; every railway and every road of importance in the district 
were breached. The rain was so heavy and incessant that the work 
of restoring communications was delayed.. During the first 20 days 
of August not one day Tossed without rain, the' amount of rain 
registered at Jalpaiguri in this period being^48.96 inches and at 
Alipiir Du;lr 50.28 inches. » 
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The complete breakdown of railway and roads made the posi¬ 
tion in parts of the D^ars very serious. Nagrakata and all the 
tea gardens to the ea^st of it became dependent on the Ramshui 
Hat railway station for their supplies of rice and coal and for 
movement of tea. The traffic on the Ramshai Hat-SulkaparA 
and Ramshai HaNGayerkata roads being very heavy, efforts were 
made to keep these roads passable for traffic. Boats were also 
us^ for rescue operations over the Jaldhaka and Daina rivers. 

Floods were* caused by rains and swelling of rivers on several 
occa.sions in the thirties and the forties when prompt and ade* 
quate measures were taken by the‘'Government, District Board, 
private organizations and individuals to relieve distress. The 
cultivators were advanced agricultural loans to enable them to 
cultivate their lands/while house building grants were also given 
in deserving* cases to rebuild mud or thatched houses. 

In 4950. a heavy flood in the river Tista came in the middle 
of June and partly inundated 56 mouzas under police stations 
Maynaguri and Mai. as also three wards of Jalpalguri Munici¬ 
pality. The number of families affected by the flood was 4,135. 
while the number of cattle lost was 3.163. About 25,400 
maunds of foodgrains were lost and 1.171 houses were damaged. 
The standing crop of 592 acres of jute and 562 acres of 
were lost. A* large forest in the bed of the Tista was almost 
wiped away. 

In 1952. {here was heavy rainfall in Jalpaiguri and there were 
two floods at an interval of three months, one in July and the 
other in September. The flood in the month of July caused 
about 86 breaches in roads and railways including severe*^damage 
to SIX bridges, .The September flood caused some damage to 
agricultural lands and mud hutments, . Assistance in the •form of 
loans and grants was giv5n to the affected persons. 

The flood of 1968 was devastating, affecting 420 sq. miles of 
the district. The Tista embankment of Jalpaiguri town was 
bi;eached. It was so sudden that the people had little time to 
escape to a safer zone. The flood water inundated at least 90 
villages under 6 police stations, the total number of persons 
affected being 4.25.000. At night when the people had been 
sleeping, the heavy onrush of water and very quick rise of water 
level made the people 4)ewildered and immediate rescue work 
was Impossible. Altogether, 1.975 persons died and the number 
of cattle lost* was 5^.958. The number of hou.se? damaged or 
destroyed was 41,400, the money value of these house.s being 
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estimated at Rs. 917.76 lakhs. About 1,08,300 acres of cropped 
area was affected and the extent of loss in terms of money was 
estimated to be Rs. 254.97 lakhs. Naturally, it took a long time 
for the district to recover from this havoc. 

Famines are rare in the district, tboi^h until 1905 the district 
was included among those liable to famine. The Bengal Famine 
of 1866^7 hardly affected the district though export of rice to 
distressed area.s else^where resulted in the rise of local price' of 
rice to about double the ordinary rates. In 1873-74. th^e was 
slight distress in those parts of the district which border on 
Dinajpur, Rangpur, and Pumia. but no relief measures were 
called for. Owing to the fact that the district is bounded on 
the north throughout its entire length by the Himalayan Range, 
it is very improbable that either the local rainfall, or the supply 
of water brought down by the rivers and streams would be 
inadequate even when the severest drought which might- occur 
elsewhere- According to available statistics, the total number of 
droughts in a period of 60 years from 1891 to 1950 was only 5, 
the years being 1891, 1896. 1900, 1930 and 1942.* 
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CHAPTER V 
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The most important industry in the district is the manufarture 
of lea which has been described in Its various aspects in a 
separate. section in the second half of this chapter The other 
industries of the district are of minor importance jn comparison 
with tea. 

Weaving of gunny cioth of* a very coarse quality called dhokro 
and striped cloth called phota made mainly of jute may be 
mentioned as old-time industries. These are still manufactqred 
for home consumption. But the industry is" in a d^aying stage 
as there is at present little demand for these produ^s. The 
cultivation of eri from worms grown on the castor oil plants and 
the weaving of eri chadar by the tribal community nnay also 
be regarded as one of the old-time industries. But this industry 
has also lost its importance as the tribal people engaged in this 
industry have taken up other types,of gainful employment in 
recent years. 

Many types of small-scale and cottage industries found in the 
district are of recent origin. They are rice and ^oil milling, 
wheat and spices grinding, stone-crushing, saw-mills, automobile 
workshops, engineering workshops, carpentry, hosiery, leather 
works, bakery, making of steel lrurri:s, manufacture of candles, 
brick and tiles, suitcase making, bidi making, pottery, toy making, 
cane and bamboo works, clay modelling, tea-chest manufacturing, 

etc. " ' ‘ 

There is no hydroelectric or thermal power-station in the 
district. Eleciricily is the main source of power and this is 
supplied by the West Bengal State Electricity Board. Electricity 
is supplied from the Jaldhakii Hydel Project in the district of 
Darjiling. Jalpaiguri Diesel Station, Koch Bihar Diesel Station 
and small diesel stations at Mai and Blrpara in Jalpaiguri and 
Changrabandha in Koch Bihar. 

TJie district suffers from acute shortage of electric poVen The 
bulk of the power recaved from the State Electricity Board is 
consuti\ed for- domestic purposes.^ On account of Ute scarcity of 
power, the scope of development of small-scale industries in 
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!he district is limited. Most of the tea gardens have iheir own 
power generating plants.j 

Jalpaiguri town was electrified by a private licensee. This 
licence was revoked by the State Government on 19 February 
1971. Since then the State Electricity Board has taken over the 
responsibility of supplying power to the town. The generating 
.station at Jalpaiguri belonging to the licensee and having a 
capacity of 850 KW was taken over by the Board. Since the 
take-over, some improvement in the system has been made. 
Eleven KV distribution lines werd drawn from Oodlabari. 
Bansirhat, BTrpara and Hamiltoftganj Sub-.stations for bulk supply 
to 10 tea gardens,' Jalpaiguri Engineering College and to Defence 
Department of Hasimara and Jaigaon. besides supply to Govern¬ 
ment of Bhutan at Samchi and Phuntsoling. 

Owing to damage of the Jaldhaka Hydel Plant during the 
natural calamities of 1968. restriction on use of power was 
imposed by the State Government. The third generating unit 
at Jaldhaka with a capacity of 9 MW was commissioned on 
25 November 1972. With the availability of more power it 
was possible to withdraw power restriction totally. Alipur Duar 
66 KV Sub-station was commissioned and the 11 KV distributing 
mains were connected with the said Sub-station for improved 
power flow at Alipur Duar and the neighbouring areas. A 33 KV 
line was -drawn from Mohitnagar to Maynaguri to link up with 
BTrpara-Mayhaguri system for further flexibility of power supply 
to Jalpaiguri. Fourteen rural area.s like Dakshin Oodlabari, 
Shishujhiimra and Bhotepatt[ were electrified in 1972-73, 

A.s the generating cat>acity of the Jaldhaka plant is limited to 
12 MW for the , present, arrangement has been made by the 
SEB to i|npf>n 5 MW from the A.ssam Slate Electricity Board. 
About 25 km. of 132 KV-line has been drawn from the Assam 
border to Alipur Duar. .A 132 KV Sub-station has been set up 
at Alipur Duar to receive pow^r from the Assam Stale Electricity 
Bojird and to feed the same to the Jaldhaka network. The 
construction work in respect' of the Jaldhaka Stage-11 scheme 
for additional power of 8 MW was started in May 1973. While 
installation of two 750 KVA diesel generating sets at BTrpara 
is in progress for obtaining additional power, a 66 KV transmission 
line is proposed to be d^awn from Siliguri to Mohitnagar near 
Jalpaiguri to meet' the future power requirement of the area. 

In order lo^boost power .supply Zi Jalpaiguri town, the SEB 
has recently sanctioned a Master Plan involving an expenditure 
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Rural F.Ie^iri- 
work 


Sale of 
Elcdrif ity 


of Rs. 14.82 lakhs. The scheme envisages setting up several 
distribution Sub-stations and drawing of high, low and mediirtn 
voltage distributing mains within (he town and ils oulskirts. 
vUp (0 31 March 1965 only two towns and 16 villages were 
electrified in (he district. 

After a time-lag the SEE sanctioned a scheme for electrification 
of 16 villages in Jalpaiguri and Maynaguri police stations at a cost 
of Rs. 7.71 lakhs. Of these, three villages were electrifie4 ia 1972- 
73. Work in respect of 9 villages has recently been completed, while 
the remaining 7 villages are expected to be electrified by the 
end of 1974. A separate scheme financed by the Rural Electrifi¬ 
cation Corporation has also been sanctioned’^for electrification 
of 62 villages in Mai and MatiaH police station. The work is 
likely to be taken up in 1974-75. As on 3 f March 1976. 8 towns 
and 203 villages were electrified. The following table -shows the 
sale of electric energy under different heads in the district for the 
year 1970-71.* 


SAI.E OF F.I.ECTRIC F.NFRGY IN JAI.PAIGURT DtSTRlCT 
(In Kilo Watt Hours) 


1. 

Domestic (Heat & Small Power) 

16,885 

2. 

Residential (Light & Fan) 

V.. 4,07,655 

3. 

Commercial (Heat & Small Power) 

-. , 59,959 


Light & Fan 

8,92,604 

4. 

Industrial (low & medium voltage) 

5.05.330 


High voltage 

26,00.659 

5. 

Public Lighting • 

62,694 

6. 

Public water works & 



sewerage pumping ^ 

11,996 

7. 

Distributing Licensees 

3,18,610 

8. 

Total 

' .. 48,76,392 

9. 

No. of Consumers , ' 

5,274 


JVDUSTRIFS AVI) 
MANDFAmiRFS 


There are no mines in (he district. The geological formations 
are composed of a series of rocks which consist of variegated 
slates, quartzites and dolomites. The dolomitic limestone bands 
in tthe Buxa Duars form the most imp^ortant mineral deposit in 
the area. Dolomite ia found all along in the hill range from 

V 

* “ fc , . t J o 

' Wost^Rcngal Stale F.lcrtricity Boanl — TWM/tV? {Mimc{)ffraphe<n. 
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near Lapchaco to Raidak. The minerals of the district include 
cdal» graphite, lignite, i^n ore, copper ore, etc. Coal occurs 
interbedded with grey carbonaceous sandstone. Lignite can be 
found in patches throughout the entire length of the west side 
of Jayanti river. Iron ores, mostly haematite, are locally 
developed near Gaopata. The ores are of low to medium grade 
The lime obtained from dolomite is of good quality and has 
good tensile strength. Deposits of magnesium sulphate occur 
at sotxkh localities in the foothills region. 

• 

Cottage and sm^lLscale industries may be classified into major 
and minor groups. While the major group includes leather and 
leather products, non-meiallic mineral products, basic metal and 
their products, transport equipment and miscellaneous manu¬ 
facturing industrfcs, the minor group consists of such industries 
as cottbn cloth weaving in handloom, making of rope and cordage 
out of jute, manufacture of wooden products, making of baskets 
and broomsticks, making of clay model, foundry industry, repair 
of cycle and rickshaw and goldsmithy. 

The small industries of the district may be classified under 
two groups, registered industrial units and unregistered unils. 
The following 'statement shows the number of registered units 
with the hun;ber of persons engaged in these units for the years 
1969 and 1970. 

UNITS RF.GISTKRr.l) WITJJ THK CHIKK INSI'KC IOR <)l 
FAClt)RlES, WES'l* UKNCJAIJ 




No. of 

Year 

No. oi units 

persons employed daily 

1969 

*251 

18,980 

I97X> 

250 

20,357 

1975 

253 

19,900 


The following table shows the number of establishments and 
workers not covered by the Factories Act in 1965-66. 


I Dire<Uiratc of Coitagc ^ Small-Scale Industries. West Bengal — Sjithiics 
on Industrial Potential' Disliitt Caicuua. 1971: Govcmmrm 

of West Bengal — Etonomjc Review : 1976-77. 1977, p. 178. 


M inerals 


Cxxuige rjul small* 
scale iiiUusirics 


Kigisieicd & uii- 
iH'glsierec! nidus* 
(rial units 
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NO. OK SMALL INDUSfRIAI, I^vSTAB 1.1 SHMENTS AND WORKERS !N 
JALPaIGURI DISTRICT NOT COVERED I^Y THE KAGTORIES ACT ; 

1905-C6» 


4 

No. of 

establishments 

Percentage in 
the urban area 

No. of 
' workers 

Percentage in 
the urban area 

Percentage of 
establishments 
to State total 

o 

a 2 5 

-I B'2 

§ g 2 

^ i/3 


9,840 

22.4 

18,680 

23.6 

4.72 

1.44 

Smull'Malc 
i nil U9( lies 

Some of the important small-scale industries with location are 
given below.* 


Name 

of Industry 

Areas 

where located 

, 


Saw Mill 


Carpentry 
Rice & Oil Mill 


Engineering Workshop 
Bricks and Tiles 

I 

Gold and Silversmithy 
Bakery, 

Cane & Bamboo making 
Cotton handloom weaving 


Eri rearing and reeling 
Brass & bclhmetal 
Pqjtery 

Steel trunk and suitcase 


Lataguri, Dat^ram, Gaycrkiita, Alipur 
Duar, Rajabhaikhawa. Nagrakata, 
Damanpur, Hamiltonganj 
Jalpaiguri, Alipur Duar, Maynaguri 
Jalpaiguri, Maynaguri, Alipur Duar, 
Falakata, Dhupguri, Gayerkaia Bara- 
dighi. Mandalghat, Mujnai, ^ooapur 
Jalpaiguri, Dabgram, MM. Maynaguri, 
BTrpara, Gayerkata 
Jalpaiguri, GayerkMa, Falakata, 
Alipur Duar, Maynaguri 
Jalpaiguri, Alipur Duar 
Jalpaiguri, Alipur Duar, Kamakbya- 
guri, MhI ' 

Latiiguri. Damanpur, Alipur Duar, 
Jalpaigijri 

Jalpaiguri, Devnagar, Mandaighat. 

Sarium,* Bhaslali, Balasundar. 

Kamakhyiguri 

Krimakhyaguri 

Jalpaiguri, Alipur Duar 

Singimari, hjal 

Jalpaiguri, Alipur Duar 


* Direciorate Of Ccaiage & Smatl*ScaIe Indusirk-s, West I<cn«al — Statislirs 
on Indusltial PoUnlial : District Jalpaiguri, Calcutta. 1971. 

* Source : District Industrial Oflicer, Murshidabad. 
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, In 1972. the number of registered units was 384. while that 
of the unregistered units was 10,000. Most of the registered 
small-scale units are very small with u fixed capital investment 
not exceeding Rs. 5,000 and employing not more than live 
persons.’ A sample survey indicates that about 62 per cent of 
the registered small-scale units employ 1-5 persons. 

Ericulture industry is generally found in the rural areas and 
particularly in Alipar Duars subdivision. Ericulture provides 
gainful seasonal employment to the agriculturist families. 
A Training Centre is being run fey the Slate Government at 
Tafeswarguri in«Alipur Duar police station. The government 
gives financial assistance, marketing and other facilities to the 
industry. During th^ Fourth Plan period, efforts were made Co 
increase the. pr^uction through greater use of fertilizers, larger 
financial assistance for irrigation, establishment of graft nurseries 
and seed station, increasing the supply of healthy eggs and larger 
assistance for co-operatives. The following statement gives an 
idea of producton and persons employed during the five year 
period ending 1971-72. 

PRODUCTION OF ERI-EGCS AND NUMBER OF PERSONS EMPLOY F.l) 
IN ERICULTURE INDUSTRY IN J.^LFAIOI'RI DISTRICT : IW7 72^ 
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1967-68 

7,536 


11 

1968-69 

5,813 


!I 

1969-70 

6,239 


14 

1970-71 

5,360 


(4 

1971-72 

6,077 


14 


Average casual 
labourers engaged 
frr nurseries 
throughout the yea 

Employed in village 
rearing work 

w 

3 

S 

-:r 

5 = 

H 5 -, 

1,190 

1.925 

27,775 

1.097 

1,279 

28,578 

932 

1,295 

40,2U 

‘705 

1,290 

36,067 

499 

!,140 

38,899 


Loans under the Bengal Slate Aid to Industries Act arc 
sanctioned m suitable cases by the State Government, the DircAor 
or Additional Director of Industries. West Bengal, registered 

• Soujct* : Disu'ict Induftiial OfTitc^, .Muisliidabad. 

I Source : Cential liaok of India — Lend Hank Swwy Rthurc, Jalbdisitri 
disirici^ jiliguii, 1D72, p. 75. 
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cO'Operatives, District Industrial Officer« and Block Development 
Officers. The table below shows the t(ftal figures ia respect of 
loan disbursed to small-scale units by the Block Development 
Officers for the period from 1969-70 to 1971-72.* 


1969-70 


Units Amount 
assisted disbursed 

Rs. 

91 35,000 


1970-71 


Units Amount 
assisted disbursed 

^ Rs. 

55 16,000 


1971-72* 


Units ^ Amount 
assisted disbursed 

Rs. 

5 ^ 20,000 ’ 


The following table ^ shows the extent ol loans disbursed to 
the small industrial units by the Deputy Commissipner and 
District Industrial Officer, Jalpaiguri for the period from 1969-70 
to 1971-72. 

AMOUNT OF I^ANS msBURSED TO SMALL-SCAIJl INDUSTRIES 
UNITS IN JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : I96a-70» 

District 



Deputy 

Commissioner 

Industrial' 

Officer 


Units 

Amount 

Units • 

Amount 

Year 

assisted 

disbursed 

assisted 

disbursed 



Rs. 


Rs 

1969-70 

I 

3,000^ 

.21 

21.000 

1970-7 r 

1 

4,000 

* 14 

15,000 

1971-72 

6 

30,000 

.41 

42,500 


Besides loans, as stated* above, the ;mall-$cale industrial units 
can also get hnaocial assistance from the \o<^l banks under 
certain conditions. The banks including* the State Bank of India 
advanced about 7S.73 lakhs of rupees to small industrial units 
of the district as on 31 December J971. • 

Almost all the small-scale industries are under proprietary 
management. There are, however, some units which are run by 
co-operative societies and are commonly known as industrial co¬ 
operatives. In 1963, there were 35 such societies in the district, 
but these societies mostly failed to function properly. 

1 Sour<;f : (Mitral Bank of tiuUa —’/-cad fianh Sutvey Report, Jalpaiguri 
di^trUl, SiUguri, 1972, p. 73. 

« p. 75. 
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At present, only a few of the societies are functioning. It may 
W added that lack of Jiroper technical guidance and financial 
difficulties have stood in the way of progress of these societies. 

The handloom weavers mostly reside in the Development Blooks 
of Jalpaiguri, Alipur Duar I, Alipur Duar !I, Kumargram. 
RanTganj* and Maynaguri. The handloom products include 
napkins and iddis of lower counts. In Jalpaiguri Block, however, 
a few ariisans ^from Tangail (in Bangladesh) have settled and 
are at •present engaged in manufacturing Tangail ^dis of finer 
counts. The following statement shpws the various aspects of 
handloom industry in the district at present.^ 


No. of handloom weavers in the district 

• 

663* 


No. of hand]ooms in the district 

339 


No.- of handloom co-operative societies 

23 

t 

* ■ if-y 

,ji) 

No. of artisans in the co-operative fold 

590 

No. of looms in the co-operative fold 

Total consumption of yarn in the 

436 


co-operative fold (bales per year) 

2,377 



The Handloopi Development Officer, Koch Bihar looks after 
the working of the industry in this district. 

The West Bengal Finance Corporation with their headquarters pi her financial 
in Calcutta have recently established a branch office at Siliguri 
for supplying raw materials to the small industries operating in 
different areas of North ♦Bengal. The raw materials whioh are 
usually supplied to the small-scale industrial units include 
aluminium ingot, B.P. Sheet, G.P. Sheet, iron and steel, billets 
for rolling Tnills, zinc and paraffin. The* number of units which 
were recommende^i for supply of raw material^ in recent years 
is given in the following statement.^ 


Year 

No. of Units 

1969-70 

10 

1970-71 

12 

1971-72 

18 

1972-73 

81 


i Source : District Industrial Officer, •Jalpliguri. 

* Deputy Commissioner, JalpSiguri — jalf^iguri 197), pp- 110*11. 

* • • 

♦ 
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- Assisiaiice lo iiidus. In June 1973 (here were altogether 80 industrial co-operatives 
^ na CO opera nes district of which only 18 were acftially in working conditida. 

The following statement gives an idea of the working of these 
* • * societies for the two-year period ending l972-73.^ 


Managerial 

subsidy 


Working 
capital loan 


Government share 
participation 



No. of 

No. of 


No. of 


Year 

units 

Amount ^ units 

Amount 

shares 

Amount 



Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs- 

1971-72 

I 

1,200 2 

15,000 

I 

2.500 

1972-73 

1 

1,650 ^ 

4 

_ 



R€«istvaiion of The progress of work in connection with registration of small- 
inUusirial^Units industrial units is shown in the following statement.* During 

the period 1961-62 to 1968-69 the total number of Industrial 
• units registered was 288. 


.Nfanufaciure 
of lea 


No. of units registered . 

1969- 70 43 

1970- 71 41 

1971- 72 77 . • 

1972- 73 223 

It has already been stated that the most important industry 
in the district is the manufacture of tea. Tea was introduced 
into the Western Duars from the Darjiling .district, where the 
industry was first established as a commercial enterprise in 1856. 
Soon tea gardens were found throughout the north of the district 
between the Tista and the Sankosh rivers, whefever the land was 
not occupied by reserved foreste or river beds. The planters' 
attention was turned to the waste lands of the Western Duars: • 
In 1874, a garden was opened at CJazaldoba by Richard Haughton, 
the pioneer of the tea industry in the Jalpaiguri district. It was ' 
soon found that the soil and climate of the Western Duars were , 
very suitable for the growth of tea and soon Government offered 
land to willing investors on favourable terms and*the industry 


' loc. cU. 

* Wid., pp. 106 07- 
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developed rapidly. From D.H.E. Sunders Senkment Report it 
a^Jears that the lea ind*istry in this district began in 1874-75 
and the first leases were issued to 22 gardens in 1877. At the 
time of preparing the Settlement Report there were 182 gardens, 
in all, growing and manufacturing tea. The total area compris^ 
in them >vas 1.39,751 acres at that time. Out of (his number, 
only eleven gardens were managed by native companies and 
individuals and were worked exclusively by native agencies while 
the remaining gardens were owned by European capitalists mostly 
iiV the form of companies. The following table illustrates the 
growth of tea industry in the district during the period from 1876 
to 1907.* * 


Year- 

No. of gardens 

Acreage under tea 

Outturn of tea 
(in lbs) 

1876 . 

13 

818 

29.520 

1881 

55 

6,230 

10,27,116 

1892 

182 

38.583 

1,82.78.628 

1901 

235 

76.403 

3,10.87,537 

1907 

180 

81,338 

4,51,96,894 


Rapid extension of cultivation of tea in these years changed 
almost completely the physical characteristics of the submontane 
country over a great area. The greater part of the primeval 
forest disappeared and mile after mile of the countryside was 
replaced by tea gardens. The table given above shows that the 
area under tea nearly doubly between 1892 and 1901, while 
after this period the ei^tension of cultivation had been^ com¬ 
paratively slow. , ^ 

All the tea gardens are situated in the Western Duarjf with 
the exception‘of Danguajhar, a small garden lying at a distance 
•of 4.5 miles (7.2 ^m.) from the JaJpajguri towrf. In 1960. there 
were 152 tea estates in the district. The number was 151 in 
1976. 

«, D.^.E. Sunder's Settlement Repon* of 1895 contains an account 
of tea cultivation in those days. According to this account, the 
tea plant (Thea Sinensis) is raised from seed which is sown in 
November or December, or a little earlier if the weather be 
favourable and the soil no^ too damp. The seed beds are care¬ 
fully hoed and frcM from all jungle. Gertnination of the seed 
. • 

» J. F. Gruning— 9engal and Assam District Gazetteers. JalptSisuri, 

AUabaUad. 1911. p. 105. • 
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takes place in about a month or six weeks from the time of 
sowing. When a year old, the young-trees are planted out and 
are placed in rows at variable distances from 4'x4' to 6'x6'. 

plants generally become fit for light plucking during the 
third year, but they do not attain full maturity until about the 
fifth or sixth year. Much depends, however, on the‘nature of 
the soil and cultivation, timely rainfall, and good management. 
Leaf plucking begins in April and continues^ to the end of 
December, when pruning commences and is carried on* till the 
end of February. Hoeing is essential at intervals throughout 
the year- Any negligence and delay in this respect may cause 
injury to the plants. The usual enemies of the tea-plant are 
- mosquito, red spider, and green fly. An attack from these pests 
does considerable damage. The plucking of leaves from the 
bushes is done chiefly by women and children. Men are employed 
only when necessary. They gather the leaves in a bamboo basket 
which is supplied to each of them, The basket hangs over the 
back of the plucker. and is supported by a plaited grass or cane 
band which is passed over the person’s forehead. After plucking 
and weighment, the leaf is spread out in the withering house 
upon long wire trays which are fitted to shelves erected for 
them, As soon as the leaf becomes soft and velvety, it is put 
on a rolling table. Rolling breaks the cells of the leaf, and 
gets rid of a portion of the moisture, retaining as far as possible, 
the volatile oils and this induces fermentation, which is essential 
in proper manufacture of tea. A twist is also given to the 
leaf. A.s soon as the requisite twist is obtained, the rolled leaf 
is placed on tables and is covered with sheets of wet cloth or 
gunny. It is then allowed to ferment until*it attains a bright 
coppery colour After-this the leaf is usually passed through 
the rolling-table for a short time. The next process is putting 
the leaf into the firing machine which is heated' The leaf having 
now lost all moisture, and being now dry, is put through the 
breaking machine. Sorted, thp tea is packed. 

The processes connected’^with* the manufacture of tea have 
undergone changes in course of years. Although much tea is 
transplanted by hand, there are several good transplanting imple¬ 
ments in use in the tea gardens. While the tea is young and 
Weeds are likely to grow quickly -on the uncovered soil, it 
receives both deep hoeing and light hoeing. In recent years, ex¬ 
tensive cuhivation experiments carried o’H at the Toklai Experi¬ 
mental Station, Jorehut, Assam have helped the planters to 
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improve the quality of lea as well as its production. Fertilizers 
are applied to tea every ’‘year or every second year and many 
types of manure are used. These include sulphate of ammonia, 
nitrate of soda, calcium cyanamide, oil cakes, blood meal, etc" 
Fertilizers are usually used in rotation. 

The economic cultivation and production of lea is vitally linked 
With.a proper understanding of Insect pests and diseases which 
affect the tea plant during all stages of its growth. The main 
insect pests of the lea plant are (he cockchafer or white grub, 
the tefmite or white ant, the looper* caterpillar, (he bunch or 
cluster caterpillar, •the red slug and mites or acadinea. The 
Toklai Experimental Station have contributed considerably to 
the planters' present-d^y knowledge of tea pests and diseases. 
Rapid strides jn the investigations of insect pests and diseases 
of the tea plant and their eradication have been made in the 
forties following the advent of DDT and other synthetic plant 
protection compounds. 

Tea is particularly susceptible to moisture. The growers pack 
their tea in boxes lined with lead or aluminium foil and this 
protection is adequate provided the tea reaches the blenders in 
reasonable time. Distribution in packets facilitate sales in small 
quantities. The earliest packets were either made of or lined 
with lead foil In recent years, however, the technique of 
packaging lias-improved to meet all types of local conditions. 
The finest quality teas are marketed sometimes in tins or 
special moisture-proof packets. Over the past few decades, 
plastics of different kinds have been brought into use -as a 
wrapper for the packet or carton. It may be added that for 
popular brands at low prices, paper packets with grease-proof 
linings are'used extensively. After blending and packing, tea 
from the factories fans out to innumerable selling points in 
(owns and villages. There are headquarters of the salesman 
who once a week calls upon flie b^zfirs in their jurisdictions, 
supplying the hotels and cantaen^v ^nd petty grocers with just 
sufficient tea to ensure that their stocks arc always fresh. 

In 1915. Jyotish Chandra Sanyal, a lawyer of Jalpaiguri who 
was connected with a few companies, made a proposal that 
Indian-man aged Tea Companies of Jalpaiguri should form an 
association for safeguarding''the interest of Indian planters. The 
principal organization of the tea growers at that time was the 
Indian Tea Association*^ (ITA) which was being run wholljf by 
non-Indians. The proposal put* forward by Sanyal received 
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enthusiastic support and within a short period the Indian T^a 
Planters' Association was formed witli ten companies. Later, 
other tea companies joined the Association, a Branch Office of 
the Association was established in Calcutta for maintaining 
contacts with the Tea Board and different directorates of govern¬ 
ment and for giving efficient service to the members in the 
procurement and distribution of control led materials, food-grains; 
and also for dealing with a host of other problems affecting the 
industry. -ITPA now controls 104 tea estates of which 60 are 
in Jalpaiguri. At present, there are 160 tea gardens in the district 
of which 102 were originaHy non-Indian and 58 Indian. The 
area under tea of these gardens up to 31 March 1963 was 
* 55,950 hectares. The production of tea in 1562 was 6,56,09.932 kg. 
A number of estates which were non-Indian priginally have in 
recent years changed hand and have come under Indian manage¬ 
ment. Some of these estates have become members of ITPA. 
At present, about 27 per cent of the area and production of 
Jalpaiguri district may be attributed to Indian gardens and 
73 per cent to their non-Indian counterpart. It may be added 
that the tea garden population of the district accounts for approxi¬ 
mately 25 per cent of the population of the district. The number 
of workers in tea estates is about 1,90.000 and their annual wage 
bill in 1964-65 exceeded rupees eleven crores. The value of tea 
produced by Jalpaiguri tea estates in 1964-65 was about rupees 
thirty crores.’ 

of lea The following table gives the latest available production and 
area of tea in Jalpaiguri (during^ 1972-13) including Koch Bihar 
which has only one garden.* 
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59 18,432.43 • 2,32,66,556 70 38,048,33 * 5,36.98.948 


‘ Indian Tei Flamers’ AssocilAion, Jalpaiguri Gcidrn. Jubilee Souvenir/ 
Calcutta, 1965. . « _ 

a Te* Boaid,— Sj/itistifs 1972 7S. Calcutta. *1974, 18. 
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The 251 tea gardens cover an area of 59,988 hectares, and in 
1573 they yielded 85,534.000 kg. tea. The average yield per 
hectare was 1,426 kg. in 1976.^ 

The devastations caused to the lea plantations of the Duars 
by innumerable mountain streams fall into two categories (a) the 
flooding action of the rivers resulting in waterlogging of-the tea 
bushes and lowering of soil acidity, both of which are harmful 
to the “Standing tea bushes ; and (b) deposition of heavy loads of 
washed down boulders, sand, clay, gravel, etc. over the tea garden 
land«. making them practically unfit for lea cultivation. The tea 
gardens have suffered from several such natural calamities. 
Another source of danger to many tea-estates is the possibility 
of sudden and sweeping changes in the river courses. It has been 
estimated-that ift 1964 floods in the turbulent Tors a alone had 
been responsible for destroying agricultural crops and standing 
tea bushes on about 25,000 acres. 

Jalpaiguri has vast resources of commercially exploitable 
forests and there is good scope for development of timber-based 
induatrics, such as. plywood, tea-chest, paper mill and match 
factory. The large number of tea gardens in the district require 
various types of implements and tools. These are usually pur¬ 
chased fsom the Calcutta market. The.Cutlery Service Station 
of the State‘Government at Kurseong supplies a portion of the 
tea garden implements. This supply is quite inadequate owing 
to very limited production. This is why there is good scope for 
the development of srfiall-scale industry for manufacturing tea 
garden implementj jn the district. There is also very good scope 
tor production of caffeine which is prepared from tea waste. 

• 

In 1973. three.ordinary Labour Welfare Centres and one Model 
Labour Welfare Centre were functioning at BTrpara. Hamiltonganj, 
Matiali and Satali respectivdy. They provided medical, educa- 
tiofial, cultural and recreationaV^facilities to workers, besides 
holding classes for workers’ children and supplying to them, 
free of cost, primary books, pencils, slates, etc. V^ile the work¬ 
ing hours of the Labour Welfare Centres in the industrial areas 
are at present from 22 noon to 8 p.m, in most c-ases. such centres 
in the plantation areas remain open for foqr hours in the morning 

--— - * # « , 

' Government of West Bengal, Information and Public Relations Office, 

jalpaiguri — BU Daphd Karma’iutfu RupS^ane! JalpSigiiii. 1976, p. 10. 
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and for four hours in the evening. The year of starting of the 
Labour Welfare Centres in the district ^and Iheir addresses are 
as follows. 


Na'me of L. W. 
Centre 

Year of Starting 

Address/ 

Post Office 

Hamiltonganj 

1947 

Hamiltonganj 

Matiali 

1954 

Matiali 

BTrpara 

1961 

BTrpara 

Satali 

1962 

I^simara 


Labour Welfare Day for the plantation area was observed in 
the district on 4 February .1973. All the 14 Labour Welfare 
Centres functioning in the plantation areas of North Bengal parti* 
j cipated- An exhibition of handicraft.^ of the different cejitres was 
arranged. The exhibition attracted a good number of visitors. 

There are two posts of Inspectors of Minimum Wages, attached 
to the office of the Assistant Labour Commissioner, Jalpaiguri. 
One Inspector is posted at Jalpaiguri with jurisdiction over Sadar 
subdivision while the other is posted at BTrpara with jurisdiction 
over Alipur Duar subdivision and Koch Bihar district. The main 
duty of the officers is to watch the working of the provisions of 
the Act and start claim cases or prosecutions, as the case may 
be. for violations of the Act. At the upper level, there are the 
Deputy Labour Commissioner posted at Siligurf' with jurisdiction 
over all North Bengal districts and the Assistant Labour Com- 
missioner at Siliguri with jurisdiction over Jalpaiguri and Koch 
' Bihar districts. Besides, officers of the-Agriculture Directorate 
and Block Development Officers are the ex-officio Inspectors, 
Minimum Wage.s in respect of employment in agriculture.' 

During the past few years labour unrest mainly originated from 
demands for better wages, bonus and amenities, retrenchment of 
workers and disciplinary action taken against employees. The 
following statement shows the number of disputes for the, period 
from 1969 to 1972. 


.» 

* Source : Department of t.a^wur. Government of WeM Bengal. 
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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 1969-72* 



9 

No. of disputes 

Year 

No. of disputes received 

disposed of 

1969 

707 

571 

1970 

603 

504 

1971 

448 

274 

1972 . 

556 

412 


TJie following table* gives the nuriiber of strikes and lock-outs 
for the period re'terred to above. 



No- of 

^No. of 


strikes Si 

persons 

Year . 

lock-outs 

involved 

1969 

25 

15,931 

1970 

29 

21,295 

1971 

64 

38,095 

1972 

34 

23,049 


No. of strikes 

& lock-outs Men 

called off Continued involved 


24 

1 

15 

28 

1 

2.500 

63 

1 

2.500 

34 


— 




*-* Dq>uty Cornmiuionef, JailpSiguri — jfipaiguri, 2973 ; Final Yeifr of the 
Fourth Plan, p. 128. 
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BANKING. TRADE AND COMMERCE 

The money-lenders were and siill are the main financing agencies 
especially in the rural areas. Institutional finance is. however; 
obtained. from the Post Offices. Life Insurance Corporation of 
India and the Commercial and Co-operative Banks. Soijie non- 
scheduled Banks like Bengal Duars Bank Ltd. (established T9I1) 
and The Raikut Industrial Bank Ltd. (estd. 1920) have been 
taken over by the State Bank of India by an order of 1966^ of 
the Central Government. The Jatpaiguri Banking and Trading 
Corporation Ltd. (estd. 1889) made a voluntary transfer of assets 
and liabilities in 1967 to the United Commercial Bank, and the 
Jotedars’ Banking and Trading Corporation (estd. “1911) has been 
converted into a non-banking company in 1962 and the name has 
been changed to Jotedars’ Trading and Loan Corporation Ltd. 
The following list shows the names of Banks, including their 
branches, along with their location as are to be found in the 
district. 

NAMES OF COMMERCIAL BANKS IN JAinXtGIlRI niSTRirX: i<172 


Name 

Location 


State Bank of India 

Club Road. Jalpaiguri 

-do- 

Merchant Road, 

•* 

-do- 

Alipur Du5r 


-do- 

Dhupguri 

(P-S- Dhupguri) 

-do- 

Falakata 

(RS. Falakata) 

-do- 

Mai 

(P.S. Mal)- 

-do- 

Hasimarfi . 

(P.S. Kalchini) 

•do- 

BTrpafa 

(PSr Madari Hat) 

Central Bank of India 

Jalpaigurr 


•do- 

DomOhani 

(P.S. Maynaguri)- 

•do- 

Chalsa 

(Matelli) 

•do- 

Belakoba 

(?,S. Rajganj) 

-do- 

Gayerkata 

(P.S. Dhupguri) 

-do- 

New Jalpaiguri 

(P.S. Rajganj) 

United Bank of India 

Jalpaiguri 


-do- 

Alipur Duar 


United Commercial Bank 

Ja^aiguri 


-do- 

Maynaguri 
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Two branches of the Stale Bank of India are also proposed to 
be opened at Banarlftt (Dhupguri Block) and Hamiltongaaj 
(Kalchini Block). Banking facilities are now available in the 
interior Development Block areas, except a few Development 
Blocks^where such facilities are yet to be extended. 

These Commercial Banks including the Slate Bank of India 
serve an approximate population of 97.500 per office in the 
district. 

There were 28 Commercial Bank offices in the district till 
June 1976. Th^ average population served per office in 1976 
was 63,000. 

•There are also ty/o offices of the Central Co-operative Bank 
in the dustricc one at Jalpaiguri and the other at Dhupguri. 

The. Co-operative Land Mortgage Bank, too, has two office.s, 
one at Jalpaiguri and the other at Alipur Duar. These Co¬ 
operative Banks serve an approximate population of 4,38,000 per 
Office- Co-operative credit societies numbering 498 also have 
a hand in the matter of financing varied requirements, 

The total deposits of the Commercial Banks as on 31 December Credit FacUitieV 
1971 amounted to Rs. 789.32 lakhs spread over different items 
as follows: Current deposits Rs. 277.52, Savings Bank deposits 
Rs. 284.85» and Term deposits Rs. 226.95. all in lakhs. Thus 
the average per capita deposits of Commercial Banks came to 
about Rs. 45.05. The following list further shows the growth 
of Bank deposits in decent years in the district. 


GROWTH OF COMMERCIAL BANK DEPOSITS IN JAl.P.ilGURl 
DISTRICT : IS69 71 


As on« 

No. of 

Total deposits 

Annual rate 


offices 

(in lakhs of Rs.) 

of growth 

31 December 1969 

8 

641.42 

— 

31 December 1970 

12 

699.31 

+ 9.03% 

31 December 1971 

18 

789.32 

-fl2.87% 


The deposits *of the Co-operative Bank have also increased in 
recent years* and following t^le would reveal the ^position 
during the last three years, * 
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GROH'TH OF CO-OPERATIVE BANK DEPOSITS IN* lAl.PAIGURl 
DISTRICT : 1969-71 i 


As on 

31 December 1969 
31 December 1970 
31 December 1971 


(in lakhs of 


Current 

Savfng.s 

4.07 

5,46 

2.19 

7,53 

2-42 ’ 

8.30 


Rs.) 

Annual rate 
of growth 
Fixed (on total) 

0.71 - w 
105 14.9% 

2.32 I0.8%- 


It will be seen from the above table that the deposits in Savings 
Bank and Fixed Accounts have increased, while in the Current 
Accounts the figures have gone down. The per <fapria deposit, 
however, comes to Rs. 0.74. 

As on 31 December 1971 the Post Office Savings Bank of the 
district had a total balance of Rs. 3,52.08.708.87 spread over 
43,817 accounts. The per capita deposit there comes to about 
Rs. 20.09. 

Out of a target of Rs. 55 lakhs in 1969-70, a sum of Rs, 41,41,179 
was collected from the sale of National Savings Ojtificates up 
to the end of December of that year. Such Certificates, worth 
Rs. 11.31 lakhs were sold in the district during the* Calendar 
year ended on 31 December 1970. The per capita contribution 
on that account comes to Rs. 0.65 in 1970. In 1975-76, the 
small savitigs amounted to Rs. 65,36,733. 

The following table records the performances ^of Post offices 
in this regard in recent year^: 


DEPOSITS IN The post offices Or* JAI.PAIGIJRI 
DISTRICT : 1969-71 


No. of accounts 
Deposits (in lakhs of Rs.) 
Rate of growth of deposits 
Value of National 
Savings Certificate 
sold (in lakhs of Rs.) 


1969 

1970 

1971 

39,620 

42.651 

43,817 

32.084 

33,036 

35,209 

— 

- 2.9% 

' 6:6% 

4.53^ 

2-56 

11.31 
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The achicvemenc of the Life Insurance Corporation of India 
•ill recent years can be^ realised from the following table. 

ACHICVKMKM* Ol' LIH' INSU RANCH C:ORPORATlON OV INDIA 
IN JAIJ’AICURI DISTRICT : 1967-72 •• 



No. of 

Policies 

Sum assured 
(in lakhs of Rs.) 

First year 
Premium collected 
(Rs.) 

1967-68 

6.687 

515.96 

46.52.270 

1968-69 

5.803 

297.50 

50,60.386 

1969-70 

5.852 

303.48 

54.23.294 

1970-71 

6.845 

375.22 

62,08.609 • 

1971-72 

8*369 

489-39 

Not available 


The Commercial Banks including the Slate Bank of India of 
the district advanced credits of Rs. 275.15 lakhs in 1972 as 
follows fin lakhs of Rs.): for agriculture 4.00; for small scale 
industries 78.73 and for others 192.42. These banks had also 
advanced Rs. 228.54 (in lakhs) In 1969 and Rs. 253.75 (in laVks) 
in 1970. The Di.strlct Co-operative Bank also rendered financial 
assistance to agriculturists through its Primary Co-operative Credit 
Societies as detailed below. 


LOANS 

ADVANCED BY THE DISTRICT CO-OPERATIVE 
JALPAIGURI : 1969-71 

BANK, 


(in* 

lakhs of Rs.) 



Short Term 

Medium Term 



tfop Loan 

Agriculture Loan 

Others 

1969 

37.63 

1.04 

7.43 

1970 

36.24. 

0.97 

7.63 

1972 

34.54 

0-97 

7.61 


The Primary Co-operative dfbdit Societies also make advances 
out of their own resources. These societies made a total advance 
of Rs. 52.84 lakhs as on 30 June 1970. 

The Jalpaiguri Co-operative Land Mortgage Bank. Jalpaiguri 
advanced long-term cr^its to the extent of Rs. 12.92 lakks as 
on 31 December 1971, while the Alipur’Duar Co-operative Land 
Mortgage B§nk. Al^ur Duar Sdvoiced a sum of Jls, 7J8 lakhs 
for the same account during ihe same period. 
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Taccavi loans of various kinds, namely. Cattle Purchase loan. 
Fertilizer loan and Agricultural loan, as advanced by Governmenl 
to farmers have been listed in Chapter IV. 


Debts are incurred by individuals for meeting various commit¬ 
ments like marriage, funeral ceremony, etc. Table 1 in Appendix A 
shows the percentage distribution of families with and without 
debts in the rural areas in 1366 B.S. (1960-61).* • * . 

Table 2 in Appendix A shows the percentage of families which 
took loans in relation to the total families in the rural areas, of 
the district. 

Table* in Appendix B further shows the details of debts incurred 
in the rural areas during the aforesaid period. 

It appears from the foregoing table that the quantum of out¬ 
standing loan at the beginning of a year is greater than that which 
is taken during the year. It can so happen only because old 
debts are added to new borrowings with interests piling up year 
to year, there being very little repayment. 

A report^ says that the average borrowers from Government 
in 1957 numbered as follows: Cultivators 200, Non-cultivator^. 
420, All families 242, Big cultivators 20, Large cultivators 159. 
Medium cultivators 333 and small cultivators 218. . ’ 

Appendices C. D at the end of this chapter would further show 
average debt per family, cash loan.s borrowed per family in the 
district iu 1951-52. 

A survey was carried out by the Cultural 'Research Institute 
of the State Government * between 1967 and 1969 in-several 
villages of the district, namely, Uttar Kamakhyaguri, Dakshin 
Kamnkhyaguri, Madhya Kamakhyaguri.* Khutimari. Indubasti, 
Bangdoba in the field of economy dtc. to assess the nature and 
extent of the gap that prevail^ among the Scheduled Tribes, 
Scheduled Castes and other coinmunities there. The said survey 
revealed the following facts as set forth in the table below. 

‘ Family Budget enquiry in Ru>al and Urban Areas of West Bengal, 19^9-60 
and 1960-61, Governtnent of West Bengal, Slate StaiisUcel Bureau, 
Cafcuita, 1967, pp. 11*12. 

^ ibid., pp. 13*14. 

3 Alt India Rural Credit Survey : Repent of iJie Committee of Directors. 
P'01. I*. The Survey Report, Pd*t 2 (Credit AgCi^des), Reserve Bank of 
India, Bombay, 1957, pp. 114, 116. , 
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AVERAGE INDEBTEDNESS IN SELECT VILLAGES OF JALPaIGURI 
• DISTRICT: 1967-69 • • 

Percentage 
Total No. of families 

Community * of families indebted Average per family debt 
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Movement 


It will be seen from the above table that greater percentage^ 
of indebted Scheduled Tribe families is to be found in the forest 
villages, while in the ordinary villages the percentage of indebted 
families of other communities is greater than in the forest villages. 
The Scheduled Castes people are the most indebted class of all 
and they belong only to the ordinary villages.^ 

Government agencies advanced Rs. L87 lakhs as industrial 
loans to small-scale industrial units during the last three years. 
The following list shows the agencies distributing industrial- loans 
there. 


SMALL-SCALE IN'DI’STRIAL LOAN IN lALPAIGUR! 
DISTRICT : 1969-72 



Disbursed by 

Deputy Commissioner 

Disbursed by 
Industrial Officer 


Units 

Amount 

Units 

Amount 


assisted 

disbursed 

assisted 

disbursed 



Rs. 


Rs. 

1969-70 

t 

3,000 

21 

21,000 

1970-71 

I 

4,000 

14 

15,000 

1971-72 

6 

30,000 

41 

42,550 


A Blockwise disbursement of Industrial loans under the Bengal 
Stale Aid to Industries Act is tabled below. 

The Co-operative movement of the district started with the 
opening of the Bonapara Gr^ya Samavay * ^shyabhandar in 
22 February 1911 at village Bonapara. Some 13 agriculturists 
united and formed this society and had it registered under the 
Co-operative laws to fight against the village Shylocks. A number 
of other Co-operative institutions also came into being at that 
time, but most of them went ovej* to. East Pakistan (now Bangla- 
de.sh) at the time of the Partition. The aforesaid society began 
with a capital of Rs. 136J raised from among the members and 
advanced the same as agricultural loan. Later, the Pioneer Bank 
of Shillong made an advance of loan of Rs. 500 to the society 
to ilgment its finance. It also took a loan of Rs. 2,000 in 1915 
from the Eastern Bengal and As.sam Central Co-operative Bank 

_^ 

• Report of the Commissioner for Scheduied Castes and Scheduled Tribes, 
1969 70, Goveiomenc of India, Delhi, pp. 154. 292. 



LOANS DISBURSED TO SMALL-SCAl.E INDUS!RIAL UNITS OF 
JALPAICURI DISTRICT : 1969 72 
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Loans advanced 
by Co*nperative.s 


to enhance ils fund. The number of members of thi.s society' 
went up to 52 in 1968, and the total aipount of loans advanced 
by it came to Rs. 12.700 the same year. There were 23 credit 
societies during 1911-20,60 during 1920-30, 19 during 1930-40 295 
during 1940-55 and 263 during 1955-60. The names of a few 
other old Co-operative societie.s of the district are MahakSlguri 
Samavay Samiti, Alipur Duar (established 1912). F'akirganj 
Samavay Bank. Jalpaiguri Sadar RS. (1913), Munamari Samavay 
P-S. (1913), Jamidarpara Samavay* Sairytl, 
R^jganj P.$. (1913). As it was ditlicult for these institutions to 
collect financial advances fr(9m the Banks at Shillong or Dacca, 
an institution named Jalpaiguri Central Co-operative Banking 
Union was created and registered on 6 April 1919 to tackle the 
pfroblem. The Central Co-operative Bank used to advance short¬ 
term and mrddle-lerm loans lo ils member ^o-operatives to 
enable them to make further advances to agriculturists.. The 
Jalpaiguri Land Mortgage Bank, registered on 4 October 1953 
began to make long-term advances of loans to agriculturists for 
purchasing bullocks, agricultural implements, etc. It began its 
work in 1958-59. Now there is another Land Mortgage Rank 
at Alipur Duar. 

The following table would show the sums advanced as loan 
by the said two institutions for sometime past. » 


LOANS ADVANCED BY CO-OPERATIVE INSTITI'TtON.S IN 
JAT PATOLRI DISTRICT : 



By 

By 


The Central Co-operative 

The Co-operative Land 


Bank 

Mortgage Bank 

» 

B.s, 

Rs. 

1919-20 

‘ 56.972 


1929-30 

12.907 . 


1939-40 

38,098 


1949-50 

1.47.000 ' 


1958-59 

— 

29.900 

1959-60 

6.97.875 

91,850 

1964-65 

32,54.454 

9,59.?62 

1965-66 

36.60,885 

-10.50.981' 

1966-67 

39.61.394 . 

11.51.481 

1967-68- 

41,59.00(i 

^ I3';56,823 
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The Jalpaiguri Central Co-operative Bank, Jalpaiguri has also jaipsigun Cemral 
a* branch at Dhupguri a ad now proposes to open a branch each t.<>.opmiive Hmk 
at Mai and Maynaguri. Apart from advancing loans, it affords 
other banking facilities like remittance facilities, collection pf • 

bills, etc. This Bank lost from its area of operation five thanas % 
which went over to East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) at the time * 

of the Partition. The bank, had a membership of 461 affiliated • 
societies, on 30 June 1971. and its paid-up capital stood at 
Rs- 9 lakhs. ofVhich Rs, 3 lakhs represented Government contri¬ 
bution. The working capital of the Bank stood at Rs. 48.38 lakhs 
consisting of borrowings of Rs. 32-2(f lakhs, deposits of Rs. 12.16 . 

lakhs and its own funds Rs. 4.02 lakhs. The aggregate lending.s 
of the Bank stood at Rs. 41.21 lakhs on 30 June 197! of which 
the medium-term loSns were Rs, 95,000 and short-term-cum- 
working capital-bum-share Capital loans were Rs. 40.26 lakhs. 

The- two Land Mortgage Banks of the di.strict afford long- i-an<! Mongagf' 
term credit facilities. The period of loans varies from 7 to 
15 years; and the sums vary from Rs. 700 to Rs. 25,000. Loans 
are advanced to individual member.s through the Primary Land 
Mortgage Banks for redeeming old debts, reclaiming lands, 
purchasing improved agricultural machinery, etc. During 1970- 
71, the Bank gave a financial assistance of Rs, 5.71 lakhs. The 
financial position of the Banks on 30 June 1970 was as follows: 

« 

FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE I-AND MORTOAOr. RSiNKS AT 
fAT.PATOI'RI AND .All PUR DU AH ON SO |I’NF, 1070 


• 


Rs. 

Paid-up shait capital 


1,00.000 

Reserve and other funds 

« 

38,000 

Borrowings • 


• I3.40.01M) 


^11 31 December 1971, the Jalpaiguri Land Mortgage Rank 
had total loans outstanding to tlie extent of Rs, 12,92.000 while 
the Alipur Duar Land Mortgage Bank had Rs. 7,18.000 during 
the sard period. 

The Jalpaiguri Co-operative range office came into existence 
In 1961. arfd prior to thault was included in the Darjeeling rar.ge. 
There are altogether 720 co-operative societies in this district, 
of which 498, are Agricultural societies. The foljowing 

list shows the different kinds ot societies operating in the district, 
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• 

Nature of 

No. of 

Nature of 

No. of* 

the society 

units 

the scttiety 

unit.'f 

Bakery 

2 

Labour Contact 

8 

Canteen 

1 

Land Mortgage Bank • 

2 

Central Co-operative 


Live-stock . 

2 

Bank 

1 


• 



L.S. Credit 


Consumers’ Stores 

67 

(Agricultural) 

43 

Dairy 

2 

Markctin| 

18 

Fisheries 

12, 

Multipurpose 

19 

Farming 

13 

Other industrial 

18 

Samavny Krishi 


Other non-Credil 

1 

Unnayan Samfii 

298 

Primary Agricultural 


Transport 

15 

non-Credit 

13 

U.C Credit 

133 

Primary Co-operative* 




Bank 

1 

Weavers’ 

19 

Rrinrin^ and dyeing 

2 

Womeifs 

I 




Printing Pre% 

2 

Grain Bank 

- 39 





Processing 

14 

Housing societies 

4 

• • 

• 



The 498 agricultural credit societies had a working capital, of 
Rs. 76.65.000 on 30 June 1970. while they granted loans of 
Rs. 3.43.000 during the same period. They had outstanding 
loans to the extents of Rs. 52.48,000 repayable to the Jalpaiguri 
Co-operative Banks and Rs. 6.00.000 repayable to the Cooch 
Behar Central Co-operative Bank (Wour Duar.s subdivision). 
The 13 non-agriculturd! credit societies had a working capital of 
Rs. 5.39.000 during the same’period, liity granted loans of 
Rs. 5,99,000, while the outstanding loan amount was Rs. 4,38.000. 
The 67 primary and 1 wholesale Consumers’ Stores had 14,722 
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members and a working capital of Rs. 13,32,000 on 30 June 1970. 
TTiey made purchases fof Rs. 66,90.000, while their sale.s fetched 
Rs. 63.55,000 during the same period. 

Besides some agricultural products, the district produces large 
quantities of tea and jute. It also produces fruits, jute, tobacco, 
etc. The little.foodgrains that arc produced here, are consumed 
within the district. The main items of import are rice, spices, 
oil, pulses, wheat, sugar, iron, steel,*cement, coal, etc. Rice to 
the extent of 10 lakh maunds is imported from the neighbouring 
Wes^ Dinajpur and Darjeeling districts and from Nepal. Pulses 
to the extent.of*about 60 lakh maunds are imported from Bihar 
and Uttar Pradesh. Potatoes of different kinds, wheal and 
oil are also imported. The total approximate value of the 
import is Rs. 10 crores a year. 

The exports on the other hand arc the three cosh crops (the 
three Ts). namely, lea. timber, tobacco and jute and oranges. 
The total valud of the tea exported is about Rs. 40 crores. The 
total mailcetable surplus of the district is about 14.00,000 maunds 
of jute (valued approx. Rs. 7.00,00.000), 10,000 maunds of tobacco 
(valued approx. Rs. 11.00.000) and 10,00,000 pieces of oranges 
(valued approx, Rs. 1,00,000). Jute and oranges are exported 
to Calcutta, and* tobacco is exported to Assam, Orissa and 
Calcutta. • 


The West Bengal State Cfe-operative Marketing Federation 
Ltd-, functioning through th& Bernes Large Sized Co-operative 
Agricultural Marketing Society Ltd. distributes agricultural inputs 
and agricultural implements in the district. This Society has 
been distributing agricultural inputs and implements directly 
to the cultivators of the area. The following co-operative societies 
are engaged in distributing the aforesaid agricultural ^materials in 
different areas of the district. 


Trade 


ACRIcllLrURAT, 
Mark 1,1 INC 
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ACIRK UI.IUKAI, MAKKK'IIV; SOC.lt. litS IN ).\I,PAKU1RI 


Name 

DISTRICT : l!)7g 

For (Block) 

Nful Thana Large Sized Co-operative 

Mai 

Agricultural Marketing Society 

- 

Dhupguii L.S- 

CAMS. 

Dhupguri 

RangaUbfizar 

-do- 

Madarihat 

ITdakatn 

-do- 

Falnkilta • 

Kumargriim 

hIo- 

Kumargram 

Parerpar 

-do- 

.\)ipur Duac 1 

Alipur Duar II 

-do- 

.Alipur Duar !I 

§Oviibari 

-do- 

Jalpaiguri 

Jalpaiguri Co-operativc Rice Mills Society ' 

-do- 


Rangdhamali Samavay Krishi Unnayan Samiti " -do- 
Dhanlrampur -do- .Alipur Duiir 1 

Savari Samavay Krishija Vipanaii Samiti Dhupguri 

There arc some other important agencies engaged in ihc 
distribution of agfiniltiiral inputs in the district, namely, the 
Fertilizer Corporation of India, Food Corporation of India- 
National Seeds Corporation of India, Imperial Chemical Industries. 
Tata Fison Ltd-. Rallis India Ltd., etc. 

The Modified Ration Shops in the district numbered 506 as 
on 27 November 1976. 

Agricultural marketing is not, however, well-devdoped for lack 
of an adequate transport system. Agricultural produce is. there¬ 
fore. generally marketed at the nearest assembling h'lts and at 
unremunerative prices- A list of the mark^t^ is furnished in 
Appendix G. , 

Processing of agricultural produce rs also confined to rice- 
handling, flour-milling and oil-milling. , These -units arc .small 
and inadequate to meet the lola^ requirement of the district. 
The following list shows their number. They generally process 
150 to 850 mds. of cereals per *8 hours a day. 

IVrF.S OV PROCESSING MII.I.S IV JAt.PAfGURT DlMRICt*: 1972 


Type No- 

Rice Mills ^ ^ 11 • 

Rice and Oil 'Mills 7 

^ Flour Mills c ' e * 2 

Small Industries 1 
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4 


* I he producers usually have very little storage lacilities on 
stienlifio line. They store paddy, jute, tobacco, mustard seed, 
etc. in a corner of their dwelling houses. Merchants, however, 
have separate godowns for storing the commodities. There^Js 
only one cold storage in the district, near Siligurl town. 

Wa re ho using facilities available in the district are listed below. 


tV.VRKIlOl'MNTJ l AClLITITS l\ j,\t,l’,AK;URT DIM KICI : jl»72 


• 

Jalpaiguri 

Sadar 

• Subdivision 

Ah pur Duars 
Subdivision 

District 

Total 

• 

• 

♦No. 

Capacity 
(in MT) 

Capacity 
No. (in MT) 

No- 

Capacity 
(in MT) 

Warehousing 

Corporation’s 

Warehouses 

1 

1,400 

1 2^00 

2 

3,900 

Government 

Godowns 

25 

53,400 

Nil Nil 

25 

53,400 

Co-operative 
Godowns' 

14 

1,714 

5 792 

19 

2,506 

Private 

800 

N-A. 

600 N.A. 

1.400 

N.A. 


Godowns (approx.)* (approx.) (approx.) ^ 

The Census of 1961 enumerated 27,439 persons or about 5 
per cent of the total working population of the district as engaged 
in trade and com me reef There are eight trade associations in 
the district, namely, Alipur IXi^r Merchants’ Association. AHpur 
DiKir: Dhupguri Byabasayee ^Samili, Dhupguri; Fish Merchants’ 
Association, Jalpaiguri; Indian Tea Planters’ Association, 
Jalpaiguri; Jalpaiguri District Merchants' As.socialion, Jalpaiguri; 
Jalpaiguri District Mill Owners' Association, Jalpaiguri; North 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Jalpaiguri; and 
Wholesale Cloth •Merchants' Association. •Jalpaiguri. 

Fairs and festivals are quite large, in number in the district, a 
list of which is given in Appendix H. 
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APPENDIX C' 


AVtRACiE 1>EBT PER FAMILY CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO CKEDI 
AGENCY IN JALPAiGURI DISTRICT : 1951-52 

(IN RUPEES) 


Co-opera- Profession- 

live & Com- al (Private) • 


Gioiip 

Total 

Debt 

Govern¬ 

ment 

mcrcial 

Banks 

Rcia- 

lives 

Land-. 

lords 

, Money¬ 
lenders 

• Oriel's 

BiiS cultivators 

] 15 

_ 


53 

35 

27 


Large cultivators 

III 

1 

1 

55 


20 


Medium cultivators 

72 

. . 


24 

39 

8 

I 

Small cultivators 

68 

2 


27 

17 

21 

... 

Cultivators 

83 

1 

_ 

34 

- 31 

16 


Non-cultivators 

31 

5 

_ 

7 

_ 

19 

1 

All families 

75 * 

2 

— 

30 

27 ■ 

' 16 

-- 


APPENDIX 

CASH LOANS BORROWED IN JALPAlCURI DISTRICT : 1951-52 
(AMOUNT IN RS. PER FAMILY) 


All 

ciiUivaiors 

Cash loans out¬ 
standing for one 
year or less 

- V - — 

Cash loans out¬ 
standing for more 
than one year 

No. of logins borrowed per family 

0.6 

* 0-1 

0.1 

Total amount borrowed 

70.7 

15.5 

2.7 

Rate of Interest-Nil 

57.2 

11.8 - . 

2.5 

Less,than 3}% 

2.7 

2.7 


3H% 

0.6 

. 0-3 

• — 

7-10% 

0.1 

_ 

— 

10-121% 

0.4 

- 0.2 

0.1 

124-18% 

2.1 


— 

18-25% 

7.4 

0.2 


25-35% 

0.2 . 

0.2 

_ • 

35-50% 

_ 



50% and above 

_ 

_ 


Unclassified 

— 

— 

0.1 


’Source : Rarai Credit foUow-up Survey, I956’S7, Reserve Bank of India, 
. Bombay, p- 647. ^ • 

"Source ; All India Rural Credit Survey, Technical Repairs Reserve Bank of 
India, Bombay, pp. 583, 610,^616. 



AVERAGE BORROWINGS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO CREDIT AGENCIES IN JALPAIGURI DISTRICT 
(AI^OUNT IN RS., FIG^JRES IN BRACKETS DENOTE PERCENTAGE TO TOTAL BORROWINGS) ; 1957 
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Bank of India, Bombay, 1957. pp. IQ,31,49. 
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Name of the Name of Nature of Principal Agricultural 

Maiicet the Block the market Attendance Ccvnmodities dealt in 
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LIST OF FAIRS AND FESTIVALS IN JALPAIGURI DISTRICT 
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CHAPTER VTI 


COMMUNICATIONS 

It is said that a king named NUambar of Kamtapur-Kamrup RoAb Transport 
constructed several roads which fanned out from the capital to 
different directions of his territory, remnants of which ’are still 
to be found ia various places. One such road proceeded along 
the north-western direction to Jalpe^var temple of Jalpaiguri. A 
part of the said road still exists under the name of Dinhata- 
Methliganj Road.^ Before the opening of the Bengal Duars Rail¬ 
way, the tea-gardens of the Dam-Dim area depended on the 
Jalpaiguri-Dam-Dim.and Phiilbari Ghat roads to send their tea 
to or get supplies from Jalpaiguri and Siliguri.* 

At present, the State Highway connects the district headquarters 
of Jalpaiguri with Alipur Duar, Koch Bihar, etc. All the thirteen 
block headquarters are connected either by State Highways or 
good metalled roads. Distant places like Delhi, Lucknow. Patna, 

Calcutta, Gauhati. etc, are connected by National Highways, 

The district has a total of 1,644 km- road maintained by the 
P.W.D.. the ^lla Parishad and the Municipality, the details of 
which are as follows : P.W.D. Road, metalled 801 km. and un¬ 
metalled 90»km.; Zilla Parishad Road, metalled 139 km., un- 
meialled 495 km. and Municipal Road, metalled 53 km- and 
unmetalled 66 km.* 

• « 

The Public Works ^Roads) and Public Works Department of 
the State Goverdrftent maintained 1,061km. of extra-municipal 
roads in’the district as on.31 March 1975. 

The following table gives the particulate of the roads cons¬ 
tructed by P.W. (Roads) Department during the period from 1954 
to •1968.* . . 


1 Khan ChowdhuiT AmanatuUa Ahmed — KochbehSrer ItihUs. Koch Bihar, 
1936. p. 43. 

2 J. F. GriiVimg — En^tern Sfnzftl and Assam District Gazetteers: 

g 'iri, Allahabad. 4911, p. 116. • 

entral B >nk of India — Lead Bank Survey Redort: Jalpaiguri. Silijmri, 
1972, pp. 29-30. • 

* Source : AMisiani EiRpneer, Jalpaiguri Construction Subdividon P.W. 
(Roads) Department, Government of West Beneal. 
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Vehicles and 
conveyances 


\RSTC 


Name of 

Length 

Width in 

Class of roads 

the road 

Mliynagurj-Changra- 

in km, 

metres 

Major District 

band ha Road 

Jaldhaka-Ranirhai 

20.60 

3.66 

road 

Feeder Road 

8.05 

.. 

•f 

Dhupguri-Falakuta Road 

22.50 

3.65 

Otfier district 
road 

Link Road to Moiiclalghat 

*11 26 

2.44 

Village road • 

.Talpaiguri-Paharpur Road 

4.66 

4.88 

State Highway 

Bonarpara Road 

Road from Maynaguri 
railway station to 

Ma y n agu r i -C hangra - 

7.24 

2.44 . 

Village road • 

bfmdha Road 

Link Road to 

13.00 

2.44 


Berubari Road 

Link Road to 

1.60 

3.66 

State Highway 

Jalpes temple 

Hecramati Gurudevpur- 

I.IO 

2-44 


hat Road 

K holii Igram -Kheti- 

2.00 

2.44 


Phulbari Road 

7.24 

2.44 



The fcullock cart still plays a tery important part in the 
economic life of the people, especially in the countryside where 
It provides the most economical means of trahsport. mainly of 
goods and occasionally of passengers, .While cycles cart be seen 
in every nook and corner of the district, cyc^e^rickshaws are 

mainly concentrated in the urban areas and in places of interest. 

• 

There arc the following categories of vehicles (stage carriage 
and contract carriage) plying in this district, namely, (a) buses 
run by NBSTC (North Bengal State Transport Corporation), 
(b) buses run by private operators, (c) h^V buses run by private 
operators and (d) taxis including station wagons run .by private 
operators. ^ • 

There are'33 routes whefe the buses or North* Bengal Stale 
Transport Corporation ply in the'district. 
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There are 86 buses plying in the district which are operated Trlvaie operators 
by private owners. Ogt of them, 7 (seven) buses are run on 
temporary permits. 

The /wf bus service is peculiar to this district owing to 'the war bus 
existence of a large number of hats (weekly markets at particular - 

places) at various places. These hat buses are used conclusively 
by' the local traders ihaf bepdries). These buses are permitted 
to ply to the particular h’lis from their notified garages approved 
by the Regional Transport Authority, They are not allowed to 
lake passengers from midway. Tt^e hat buses are treated as 
contract carriagi. There are 74 hat buses plying in the district 
for the different hats allotted by the RTA, The existing 
bu^es are not sufficient to meet the demand of the hdt bepdries 
(traders) of- the district, as a result of which overcrowding in- 
cludipg roof‘top travelling ns chronic in fthe Duars area on 
Sundays which are traditional hdf days. It is a fact that the 
overcrowding is more acute in hd( buses than the stage carriages. 

260 taxis including 7 station wagons run in this district from Taxi (Cocitract 
different places. The RTA sanctioned 50 taxi permits in the 
last part of 1972. The permits were sanctioned mostly to un¬ 
employed pensons. Out of these permits 21 taxis have already 
been placed on the road and are part of the total of 260 taxis. 

Most of ihd taxis ply from Jalpaiguri to Siliguri and Jalpaiguri to 
Haldibari (in Koch Bihar district) with their stand near Kadamtala 
in Jalpaiguri town. Besides the Jalpaiguri stand, taxis are also 
available at the folU>wing places, namely. Maynaguri. <jairkata. 

Banarhat. Maf, B[rpara, Falakata, Hasimara, Kalchini and Alipur 
Duar. 

r 

The issue o6 permits,for 50 two-seated aulo-rickshaws is under ,Au(,o-ricksi»aw 
consideration of the RTA jf which 25 will be for Sadar Sub¬ 
division and 25 for .Alipur Duars Subdivision. Necessary arrangc- 
ifient is under way. • • 

TTie different categories of vehicles registered in this district 
are as stated below : 

• • > * 

(1) Stage (Carriages • 86 

(2) Contract Carriages 
(taxi 760 ; hat bus 274) 


534 ' 
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Early rau. roads 


Northern Bengal 
-S.tate Railway 


Bengal Duars 
Railway 


(3) Private carriers — 1.^08 ^ 

(4) Public carriers ^ — l»b27 

(5) Private cars & jeeps — 3,582 

^he early rail roads traversed the district for journeys to 
Darjiling and for catering to the needs of the growing tea in¬ 
dustry. The southern section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway, 
which was called the Northern Bengal State Railway, opened its 
metre gauge line on 28 August 1887 from Atrai to Jalpaiguri. Jt was 
extended from Poradaha to Bher^ara Ghat on 19 January 1878 
and from Sara Ghat to Atrai on that very day. It was fur^er 
extended from Jalpaiguri to Siliguri on 10 June 1878. It was part 
of the through passage from Calcutta to Darjiling. Prior to its 
opening, travellers bound for Darjiling went^y rail to Sahibganj 
on the bank of the Ganga and after crossing the river undertook 
a long journey by road from Karagola Ghat to Siliguri. This rail¬ 
way entered the Koch Bihar district near Haldibari station and in 
a northerly direction went to Jalpaiguri where it curved to the 
north-west. It served the whole of the track to the west of the 
Tista. At that time, there were the following railway stations on 
that line falling within the district, namely, Mondalghat. Jalpaiguri 
and Belakoba. At the time of the partition of 1947, a big slice 
of this railway fell within East Pakistan (now Bangladesh).^ The 
present broad gauge line between New Jalpaiguri and Jalpaiguri 
within the district is a remnant of that old railway. 

The Bengal Duars Railway on the metre gauge was opened to 
serve th^ growing tea industry. In 1891, Ihfe Government of India 
entered into an agreement with Octavius Steel for opening this 
railway.. It was agreed upon that the railway would run from 
Barnes, in the eastern bank of Tista and to the opposite side of 
Jalpaiguri, to Dam-Dim and that there would als^ be a branch 
from Lataguri to Ramshaihat on, the western bank of the 
Jaldhaka. It was also agreed upon that in future the line would 
run over a bridge on the JaldhakS to the East from Ramshaihat. 
The company was supplied with cost-free land, slippers for the 
track and free use of the ferry service between Jalpaiguri in 
Bamesghat. 

The following list shows the-dates on which the different 
section^ of this railway were opened. 
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''From 

Barnes 

Lataguri 

Barnes 

Barnes 

Dam-Dim 

Mai 

Cbalsa 



Distance 

Year of 

w To 

(miles) 

opening 

Dam-Dim 

31 

1893 

Ramshaihat 

54 


Lalmanirhat 

66 

1900 

(now in Bangladesh) 



Barnesghat 

1 


Bagr^ot 

7 

1902 

Madarihat 

44 

1903 

Matiali 

5 

1915 


Eastward expansion of the railway could not be conceived 
of owing to the Ituge cost involved in the construction of the 
bridge over the Jaldhaka. At present, the only remnants of the 
railway are the sections Lataguri-Ramshai and Lataguri-New 
Mai Junction, The Barnes-Barnesghat branch was washed away 
in the Tista flood of 1910 ; no train plies on Chalsa-Matiali section 
at present. A large part of the Barnes-Lalmanirhat section has 
gone to East Pakistan (Bangladesh) at the time of the partition. 



The Cooch Behar State Railway started functioning from the 
western .side, of the Torsa river to Gitaldoha in narrow gauge 
from 1891. The section between Koch Bihar and Alipur Duar 
was opened in 1900 after constructing a bridge over the Kaljani 
river at a cost of Rs. 66.519. The line was extended to Rajabhat- 
khawa in 1901 and to Jayanti the same year. The latter portion 
was converted into metre’gauge in 1910 and was mygcd with 
the Eastern Bengal State Railway. The metre gauge from 
Rajabhiitkhawa* to Hasimara wa.s extended in 1914. ^ 


The Assam. Link Railway project was taken up after Icdepen- faistNT position =. 
dence to connect Assam with the rest of India. The table at the [ [^j; 

next page shows how different railways were connected in the Railway 
project- • • 


As the Assam Link Railway was a metre gauge one, it was Bniad Gauge 
thought that a broad gauge should also be laid in tlic area. At 
first, passengers had to alight at Farakka and to ferry over the 
Gahga to Khejuria gl^t on the other side- Now the Railway 
passes over the Farakka barrage arid from New Jalpaiguri 
station it enters the district. 'The line passes thr 9 Ugh Belakoba, 

Raninagar, crosses’the Tista to the North of Jalpaiguri fown and 
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enters Koch Bihar district after touching Maynaguri. Dhupguri 
and Falakata stations. ^The New Cooch Behiir station was 
formerly constructed between Cooch Behar and Baneswar railway 
stations of the former Cooch Behar State Railway. The line 
then proceeds to Alipur Duar after crossing the KMjuni over a 
bridge. New Alipur Duar became the new station on the broad 
gauge. This line runs parallel to the metre gauge Assam link 
over the Sankosh and up to Fakiragram Jn. Much of the 
broad gauge, uhlike the Assam link, had to be laid out afresh. 

The district made available about 2.384 acres of land to 
construct this railway at a cost of a'oout Rs. 80 lakhs. Trains 
began to ply on this line from January 1964. 

All the railways im the district are now under the North-east' Present r^itl roads 
Frontier railway.- 

The broad gauge (main line) from New Jalpaiguri to New 
Bongaigiion (in Assam) passes through the fallowing stations, 
namely, Ambari Falakata, Belakoba. Raninagac-Jalpaiguri, 

Jalpaiguri Road. New Domohani. New Maynaguri. Betgara. 

Allagram, Dhupguri. Kholalgram. Salb'*ri, Khirerkote. Falakata 
and Gumani Hat. It also touches New Alipur Duar. Samuktala 
and Kamakhyaguri stations. 

The metre "gauge (main line) from Katihar Junction proceeds 
to Kamakhyaguri touching on its way several stations within the 
district, namely, Bagrakot, Oodiabari, Dam-Dim. New Mai Jn.. 

Chalsa Jn.. Chaprantary. * Nagrakata. Caron, CheNgmari. 

Banarhat. Binnaguii, Dalgaon. Mujnai, Madarihat. Hasimara. 

Hamiltonganj, Kalchlni, Garopara, Rajabhatkhawa Jn., Da man pur. 

Alipur Duar *Jn., Salsalabari, SamuktaUl Road and Chepani Hal, 

The broad gauge (branch lin^ from New Jalpaiguri to Jalpaiguri 
passing through Ambari Falakata. Belakoba, Raninagar-Jalpaiguri 
and" Mobitnagar extended to’Haldibari in Koch Bihar district 
but at present trains are not running to Mondalghat and Haldibari. 

Trains running on the metre gauge (branch line) from New M.il 
Junction to-Changrabandha in Koch Bihar district now stop at 
Lalaguri Junction "and do not proceed ahead to Changrabandha 
via Domohani, Maynaguri Road jwid Bhotepatti. A solitary train 
runs on the metre gauge (branch line) from Lataguri Junctibn to 
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Ramshai. A solitary train also runs on the metre gauge (branch 
line) from Rajabhatkhawa Jn- to Jayanti touching Buxa Road on 
its way, The metre gauge (branch line) from Alipur Duar 
Junction to Bamanhat in Koch Bihar district touches Alipur 
Duar Court and Alipur Duar stations. 

The principal commodities for outward booking are jute, timber, 
tea, tobacco, live-stock and vegetables, while the principal imports 
of the district by rail are food-grains, textiles, medicines, Kerosene, 
iron and steel, salt, sugar and other consumer goods. 

Although there are many rivers and streaifis in the district, 
few of them are fit for navigation. Only the Tista, the Duduya. 
\nd the Mujnai, the Kaljani and the Torw are navigable for a 
short distance and the last one only during the rains. River trade 
is very insignificant since the njierchants prefer to send their goods 
by rail- There are at present 78 public ferries controlled by the 
ZilKi Parishad. 


Transport facilities available io this district have been des¬ 
cribed earlier in the chapter. Almost all important places in the 
district are connected by a network of bus services. Such 
services even extend beyond the border of the’ district to the 
adjoining districts of Darjiling and Koch Bihar. Fo<’ a short 
travel cycle-rickshaws serve as the most convenient transport 
and are available in almost all important places of interest. 
Taxis are mostly available at Alipur Duar, Banarhat. Birpara, 
Falakata, Gairkata, Hasimara, JaJpaiguri. Kalchini, Mai and 
Maynaguri. 

• » 

The Jalpaiguri Zilla Parishad maintains one Dak bungalow 
and six insjjection bungalows, the particulars of which are 
given below : 

Name of the 

bungalows Location Accommodation 

Sadar Dak bungalow Jalpaiguri town, near 6 roopis (double- 

Jalpaiguri RaiTway « seated) with 

Station^ attached sanitary 

« Idlrine and bath. 
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Name of the 

Location 

Accommodation 

bungalows 



Bataigole Inspection 

Mai P.S., on 1st mile 

2 rooms (doubje- 

bungalow 

of MaJ-Baradighi Rd. 

seated) with 
attached sanitary 
latrine and bath. 

Dhupguri Inspection 

Dhupguri P.S.. on the 

Do 

bungalow 

1st mile of Dhupguri- 

Falakata Road 

« 


Maynaguri lnspe*aion 

Maynaguri P.S., near 

Do 

bungalow 

Maynaguri new mar¬ 



ket and State bus 


4 

depot 


Falakata Inspection 

Falakata P.S., on the 

Do 

bungalow 

1st mile of Falakata- 



Madarihat Road 

• 

Alipur Duar 

Alipur Duar town, 

2 rooms (1 with 

Inspection bungalow 

near Chowpathi 

3 seats, 1 with 

• 


2 seats) with 

« 


attached sanitary 

« 


latrine and bath. 

Kumargram Inspection 

Kumargram P.S. 

2 rooms in 1st 

bungalow 


floor with I seat 

• 


in each Toom. 


There are ihre&'dharmaSal^i^ in JaJpalguri town. 

Titalia Extra Departmental Branch Office (now in Bangladesh) 
being in existence since,1849 may be considered to be the oldest 
Post Office in the Jalpaigug district as it then existed. The 
composition of Jalpaiguri Postal Division has undergone several 
chariges since its formation. •Brfore 1905 the Division comprised 
Jalpaiguri, Darjiling and Koch Bihar revenue districts. Con¬ 
sequent on the partition of Bengal in 1905 during the Viceroyalty 
of Lord Curzon. Jalpaiguri was transferred to the newly created 
province of Assam. As^a result of the revision of the territorial 
boundaries during the regime of Lord Hasdinge. the then Viceroy, 
Jalpaiguri Postal Division was reformed and named,as Jalpaiguri 
& Sikkim-Titet Po^al division from 1 April 1914. Several 
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changes were made in 1916, 192B and 1934. The Jalpaiguri* 
Postal Division now comprises the two revenue districts 
Jalpaiguri and Koch Bihar. 

There were 123 Post (Mces including 32 Telegraph Offices 
before the 1st Five Year Plan in the duslricl of Jalpaiguri,.namely, 

I Head, Office, 17 Sub-Offices and 105 Branch Offices. 

Duriog the first and second F'ive year Plans, the niiinber of 
new post offices opened in the district was 33 and IS respectively. 
At the end of the Second plan period the position of the P.O.s 
was as follows: 1 H.O., 49 S.O.s and 124 b.O.s. As on 31 
March 1976. there were a total of 443 post offices in the district. 
Besides. 41 post offices have telegraphic arrangements. A list of 
these telegraph offices is given below : 

Jalpaiguri Sadar Subdivision 

Jalpaiguri Head P.O., B^arhJt. Binnaguri. Carron. D*Tm-Dim, 
Dinbazir. Domohaai. Dhupguri. Chalsa. Gairkala, Gopalbagan. 
Jalpaiguri Court. Lataguri. Maynaguri, Matiali. Manabari, 
Nagrakata. Prasannanagar. R.lmjhorL R^liganj. Syli Hat. 

ALIPUR DuARS SUBDIVIiSION 

Alipur Duar. Alipur Duar Junction. Alipur Duar Court. Buxa- 
duar. Dalsingpara, Falakata. Hamiltonganj. Hlsimara, Hadipara. 
Kalehini, K umargram. Kan) 1 khyagurI. Newlands. Panabasti, 
Rajabhatkhawa, Santalpur. Madarihat. Blrpara. Jaleswar. 

As on 31 March 1976. the number of post offices having 
telegraphic arrangement increased to 6f)- 

All the important places of the district have telephone facilities. 
Herc is a list of the telephorre exchanges functioning in the 
district. 


Name of exchange Capacity 

Jalpaiguri - 840 lines 

Ajipur Duar 300 „ 

Banarhat 200 ' „ 
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Name of exchange 

Capacity 

Birp^ 

150 lines 

Mai 

200 

Hasim^a 

100 

Maynaguri 

100 .. 

Nagrakata 

100 

Oodlabari 

100 „ 

Falakata 

50 

Kalchini 

50 „ 

Matiali 

50 


There are three .associations of transport owners, namely. 
North Bengal >lotor Transport Association, Jalpacguri District 
Bus Association and Jalpaiguri District Truck Owners’ Associa¬ 
tion. The offices of these associations are located at Jalpaiguri 
town. Beside.s, there is another association of the truck owners 
which is named Jalpaiguri-Siliguri Truck Owners’ Association. 
Its office is located at Siliguri. The names of the associations 
of the transport workers are (i> North Bengal Transport Workers’ 
Union, Jalpaiguri. (ii) North Bengal Motor Karmi Sangha. 
Maynaguri, (iij) Automobile Workers’ Association. Alipur Dmir 
and riv)^Bharattya Motor KarmT Sangha, Jalpaiguri. 


Organizations 

OF TRANSPORT 
OWNKRS AND 
IIMPI.OVF.RS 
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There are a good number of public servants both of the Central 
and the Slate Governments posted in the district. The Census of 
1961 returned 2.37 persons as against 4.79 for the Stale to be in 
the administrative departments of the Central and State,Govern¬ 
ments of the district per 1,000 of the total population in both 
cases. The police force in the district had a strength of 1.15 per 
1,000 total population of the district in 1961 as against 1.45* per 
1.000 of total population in the State. The ^te Government 
^ployees numbered 8,321 18,075 males and 246 females) in all 
in 1966. The percentage of female employees to the district total 
was 3.0 that year. The following table records lh6 number of the 
Stale Government employees by emolument groups as on 31 
March 1966. 

NO, OF STATE GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES IN lALPAIGURI 
DISTRICT : 1966 

Emolument Groups Number 


Rs. 


1—75 

776 

76— 100 

2,355 

101 — 150 

2,851 

15r— 200 

1.026 

201 —250 

568 

25 J —300 

. 320 

301 —400 

256 

401 — 500 

65 

501—700 

57 

701 — 1,000 

n 

1,000+ 

26 


8,321 


The Jalpaiguri municipality was constituted in 1885 and that 
of Alipur Duar in 1957. There are also other *local bodies like 
the Zilla Parishad. Anchalik PaTishad, etc.^ of which a detailed 
account has been given in another chapter- As on 31 March 
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1968. the total employees in the local bodies of the district 
numbered 510, consisting of 8 persons in administrative and 
supervisory work, 31 in technical work. 103 in clerical and 368 
in inferior services. 

The two municipalities had a total number of 437 employees 
on 31 March 1965. The categories of employees there were as 
follo.ws : administrative and supervisory 6. technical 17, clerical 
88. others 326., They were paid Rs. 42,633 as total monthly 
emolunfents, the per capita monthly earning being Rs. 97.56. 

The distribution of employees Recording to the monthly 
emolcments was gs listed in the table below. 

F.MPI.OYF.F.S BY FMOI.UMFNT GKOl'P IN THE MUNICH*AMTlFS OF 
fALPAlGiy<l DISTRICT : 31 MARCH I96S 

Below Between 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

75 

75—99 

100—149 

150—199 

200—299 

300—399 

298 

14 

72 

31 

19 

3 


The Jalpaiguri Zilla Parishad had a total of 84 employees on 
31 March 1965; 2 being in the administrative and supervisory 
category, 19 in, the technical, 19 in the clerical and 44 in the 
inferior categories. The total monthly emoluments paid to them 
during the aforesaid month was Rs. 13.049. the per capita 
monthly earning being Rs. 155.35. There were 21 employees 
getting a monthly emoluments below Rs. 75 and 23 in Rs, 75—99. 
7 in Rs. 100—149, 4 in.Rs- T50~199. 26 in Rs. 200—29P. 1 in 
Rs. 300—399. I in Rs. 500—749 and I In Rs. 750—999 groups. 

The table at the hext page shows the distribution of emploj^ees in 
the two municipalities and,the Zilla Parishad of the district on 
31 March 1965- 

Workers grouped under^'Other services’ meant the largest group 
of persons outside the agricultural sector according to the Census. 
The* services included both public and personal services, educa¬ 
tional, medical, religious, legal services and also business services, 
community services and recreation services. In the district, such 
people taken together numbered 46.886 (including 42.908 males') 
in 1961. §uch workers formed 53.50 per cent and 51.23 per 
cent of the total workers* respectively in ^961 and 1971. 

In 1961. there wer^ 235 teachers in the urban areas agd 54 
in the district as a whole per 10,000 of the population of age 
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tfelow 20. The number of physicians, surgeons and dentists was 
also 49 for the urban area§ and 8 for the entire district per 10,000 
population of the district in 1961- During the same period the 
para-medical staff like the nurses, pharmacists, etc. was 29 in 
the urban areas and 7 in the entire district per 10,000 of the 
population. In absolute figures in 1961, the physicians numbered 
1,132 in the district of whom only 9 were females. Of them, 
607 were in the urban areas The Ayurvedic physicians num¬ 
bered 236, including 5 females, Of them, 115 were in the urban 
areas. The homoeopathic physicians numbered 283, of whom 
203 vyere in the urban areas at that thne. Surgeons and dentists 
numbered 371, of''whom 231 were in the urban areas. Nurses, 
pharmacists, etc. numbered 896, including 356 in the urban 
areas. Teachers numbered 3,699 in the district in 1961; of them 
785 were in secondary schools. 1,976 in middle and primary 
schools and 720 were other teachers. Jurists numbered 110 in 
the district. Architects, Engineers and Surveyors numbered 372 
in the district. 

Domestic and personal services are those services which are 
rendered to households by domestic servants, cooks, etc. Though 
the agricultural people of the district do not ordinarily keep 
many domestic servants nor have they the means to do so. still 
we have had returns of such working people according lo the 
Census of. 1961. In that year, there were governesses, tutors and 
private secretaries to the extent of 2.18 in the district as against 
3.32 in the State per 1,000 households. The domestic servants 
and cooks in the district were to the extent of 27.22 as against 
41.91 in the State per l^KDO Households during that years. Thus 
it appears that on the average there was one domestic servant 
and/or cook per *40 households in the district. Governesses, 
tutors and private secretaries are not returned as such in the 
Census records unless they are engaged full-time in such avoca¬ 
tions. On many occasions, persons doing these jobs on a part- 
time basis had been counted in their main avocations. The full¬ 
time workers may have been found rn tea-gardens and elsewhere 
where no other job was available to such workers. 

The tailors and cutters in the district numbered 1,603 in 1961. 
Dress makers numbered 1.531, Barbers and hairdressers num¬ 
bered 1,338. during the same period- There were 6,028 domestic 
servants in the district ^*^1961. 

A list of registered labour o’ganisalions of the district has 
been given in the Apfjendix. 
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APPF.NDIX 

LABOUR ORGANISATIONS (BOTH OF EMPi.OYF,RS AND EMPLOYERS) 
IN THE JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 1972 


Rigd. 

No. Name 

Address 

10802 

AHpur Duar Mahakuma 

R.S.R Office. 


Byabasayee Samiti 

P.O. Alipur Duar. 

5404 

AHpur Duar Municipal 
Employees* Association 

P.O. Alipur Dua/. 

4136 

Alipur Duar Rice &-Oil Mills 

P.O. Alipur Duar.. 


Mazdoor Union 


5635 

Alipur Duar Shop Employees’ 

P.O. Alipur Duar. 

• 

Association 


4013 

Automobile Workers* 

P.O. Alipur Duar. 


Association 


5059 

Bharatiya Motor Karm? 

Congress Bhavan, 


Sangha 

P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

2900 

Bidi Mazdoor Samity 

P.O. Dinbazar. 

6474 

Bidi Mazdoor Union 

RO. Alipur Duar. 

7679 

Bidi Mazdur Union 

Brahmo Samaj Road. 
P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

1727 

Byabasayee KannacharT Samiii 

P.O, Jalpaiguri. 

5734 

Byabasayee Samiti 

P.O. DhupgurL 

10936 

Cha Bagan Mazdoor Union. 

Ukilpara. R 0. Jalpai¬ 


West Bengal 

guri. 

7436 

Gia Mazdoor Congress 

RO. Nagrakatl. 

4533 

Cooch Behar-Jali»iguri Bidi' 
Workers’ Union 

Kalhalguri, Jalpaiguri, 

1083 

phewlaghora Tea Estate 

Dhewiaghora Tea 


Union 

Estate. Jalpaiguri. 

4670 

Divisional insurance 

Employees* Association 

P.O. Jalp^guri. 

6993 

Duars Chay Mazdoor Union 

Temple Street. 

P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

7941 

Duars Chia Kaman Sramik 

RO. Dalsingpara 


Sangha 

Bizar. 

6020 

Duars Tea Estate Subordinate 

RO. Matelli. 

• 

Staff Union Congress 


1615 

Duars Cha Bagan Workers’ 
Union 

RO. Alipur Du5r. 

8841 

Du3fs Khan Mazdur Union 

RO. Kalchini. 
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Regd. No. 


Name 


Address 


7565 Electric Supply Works' Union 
Union 

8583 Forest Mazdur Union 
3167 Ghat Mazdur Union 

2921 • Jalpliguri Cba Bagan 
KarmacharT Samiii 
9335 Jalpaiguri Cha Mazdur U»ion 
2338 Jalpajgiiri District Merchant 
Association 

5776 Jalpaiguri .Division Insurance 
Field Workers' Association 
4957 Jalpaiguri Forest Mazdoor 
Union 

3101 Jalpaiguri Municipal 

Employees' Association 
8334 Jalpaiguri Municipal 
Employees’ Union 
7686 Jalpaiguri Rice & Oil 
Mijl Sramik Union 
3128 Jalpaiguri Rickshaw 
Mazdur Union 

6245 Jalpaiguri Zilla Kishan 
Congress 

5733 Kalchini Rickshaw Saddlers* 
Union 

9518 Life Insurance Employees’ 

• Association 

1800 Magheroabi Damanpur Cha 
Bagan Mazdur Union 
6182 National Union of .Plantation 
Workers. West Bengal 
8230 New Jalpaiguri Merchants’ 
Union 

10066 North Bengal Bus Transoort 
Workers’ Unfon 

5838 North Bengal Chamber^ of 
Commercial Icdustries 
Employees’ Union 


P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

P.O. Mai 
Kanti Kutir, 

P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

P.O, Birpara. 

P.O. Dinbazar, 

P.O- Jalpaiguri. 

P.O. Kalchini. 

P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

J a 1 paig uri Munici pal 
Office. P.O .lalpaigiiri. 
P.O. Dhupguri. 

Kadamtala. P.O. Jal¬ 
paiguri. 

Odlalien, P.O. Mana- 
bari. 

P.O, Kalchink 

Jalpaiguri Division, 
Naren Villa, 

P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

P.O. Alipur Duar. 

P-O. Birpara. 

Bhakti Nagar, 

P.O. New Jalpaiguri. 
P.O. Nagrakata. ^ 

P.O. Jalpaiguri. 



, 180 


JALPATGURI 


Regd.No. Name Address 

10907 North Bengal Forest Sramik Damanpur, P.O. Jal- 

Congress paiguri. 

• 9977 North Bengal Forest Workers' P.O. Alipur Duar. 

& Jagic Cultivators* Union 

7611 North Bengal Motor Karmt P.O. Maynaguri. 
Sangha (Bus Worker) 

4451 North Bengal Press Employees’ Desbandhu 

Union • Chittaranjan Road. 

P.O, Jalpaiguri. 

5656 North Bengal Rajmisifi Kamarpara, 

* Labour Union P.O.*Jalpaiguri. 

10908 North Bengal Timber Mer- Damanpu^ 

chants Employees' Union P.O. Jalpajguri. 

10040 Premier Timber Co. Workers' P.O. Alipur Duar. 
Union 

4213 Press Workers’ Union P.O. Alipur DuAr. 

5839 Rashtriya Cha Mazdoor P.O. Jalpajguri. 

Congress 

2665 Rashtriya Cha Mazdur P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

Congress. Jalpaiguri , 

5932 Rashtriya Washermen Congress P.O. Nagrikata. ^ 

8058 Sardar Cha Office KormacharT C/o CD4, Mahantapur. 

Union P.O. Jalpaigun, 

4561 Tea Garden Indian Employees’ P.O, Kalchini. 

Association • • 

1688 Tea Planters’ Samiti P.O. Nagrakata, 

4808 Terai Cha Bagan Mazdoor Mukar*eandapuri, 

Vnion . P.O. Siliguri. • ‘ 

6070 The Jalpaigud Kerosene Municipal Market. 

Hawkers* Union P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

7247 West Bengal Cha Mazdoor ’ P.O. Mai. 

Sabha 

10140 West Bengal Cha Sramik P.O. Damanpur. Jal- 

Congress paiguri. 

2233 West Bengal Cha Sramik Union P.O. Jalpaiguri. 

6625^ West Bengal Tea Employees’ P.O. Cha Isa. , 

Association . 

2785 Zilla Cha Bagan Workers’^ P.O- Mai, 

• Uniofi • • 



CHAPTER IX 


Economic trends 

The Census of 1971 divides the general population of iha? dis¬ 
trict into two broad categories of workers and non-workers of • 
which the former comprises the following nine livelihood classes: 
fl) Cultivator. (II) Agricultural labourer. (Ill) Live-stock, forestry, * 
fishing, hunting and plantations, orchards and allied activities, 
<IV) Mining and quarrying, (V) Manufacturing, processing, ser¬ 
vicing and repairs: (a) Household-industry, fb) Other than house¬ 
hold industryr (VI) Construction. (VII) Trade and Commerce, 
(VTII) Transport, storage and communications and (IX) Other 
services. • 

the distri^^ution of the total population of the dislricl, according 
to the above classification, is given in the following table. 

COMPOSITION OF LIVELIHOOD CLASSES IN THE 
JALP IGURI DISTRICT 

Number of 


Category 


No. Description 

Persons 

Males 

Females 

-IX 

Total No. of persons enumerated 

17.50.159 

9,27,707 

8,22,452 

i-rx 

Total workers 

4 

5,44,686 

4,62,066 

82,620 

1 

Culfivators 

2.16,712 

2,11,552 

5,160 

II 

Agricultural Iab 9 urers 

55.694 

51,512 

4.182 

HI 

Live-stock, foresfiy, etc. 

1,53,367 

88.S21 

64,546 

IV 

Mining add quarrying 

509 

369 

140 

V 

Manufacturing, processing, etc. 





(a) Household industry 

8,716 

7,824 

892 


(b) Other than household industry 

14,691 

13,979 

712 

V] 

4 

Constructioii 

3,191 

3,056 

135 

vu 

Trade and Commerce 

29,768 

29,166 

602 

VIII 

Transport, storage and commilnicaiions 

18,949 

18,388 

561 

IX 

Other seAices 

43,089 

37,399 

5,690 


Non-Workers • 

12,05,473 

• 4,65,641 

7,39,832 
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District Total 


General level 

PRJCE5 


The staiemeot below indicates the percentages of workers and * 
non-workers together with the percentages^ of workers belonging ' 
to different livelihood classes. 


' PERCENTAGES OF WORKERS AND NON-WORKERS 


Total 

31.12 


Livelihood Classes 


I II III 

IV 

Va 

Vb 

VI 

VII 

12.38 3.18 8.77 

,03 

.50 

.84 

,J8 

1.70 


VIII 

IX 

• Non- 
workers 

1.08 

2.46 

68.88 


In 1971, the workers coostiluied 31.12% of the total population 
of the district as against 38.44% in 1961. Thus, during the decade. 
1961-71, there was a reduction in the proportion of workers by 
7.32%. In 1961 the number of agricultural workers in the dis¬ 
trict was 2,42,738, cultivators and share-croppers being 2^27,314 
and agricultural labourers 15,424. The corresponding number 
in 1971 was 2.72.406 of which 2,16,712 were cultivators and 55,694 
agricultural labourers. Thus, during the same decade, there was 
a decrease of 4.7% in the category of cultivators and an increase 
of 26% in that of agricultural labourers. This growth in the 
ranks of agricultural labourers is disproportionate to the normal 
growth of population. 

op In 1859-60, the price of best rice varied from 75 to 87 paise a 
maund and that of common rice from 50 to 62 paise a niaund. 
Best paddy was sold at prices ranging from 25 to 37 paise a 
maund and common paddy from 12 to 25 paise a maund. By 
1870. prices had nearly trebled ; best rice sold at from Rs. 2.50 
to Rs. 3 a maund. and common rice at from Re. 1 to Rs. 1.50 
a maund. The average price of common rice for the period 
1893-1902'was about Rs. 3 -a maund. There was little change 
in the next three years, but in 1906 the price rose to about 
Rs. 4-50 a maund and 1908 to Rs. 5 a maund.' By 1912, the 
price came down again and varied between Rs. 3.25 and Rs. 3.81 
a maund in January and September respectively. For the next 
three years the price rise was continuous and reached the height 
of Rs. 6.66 a maund in 1915. This was foUowed by a gradual 
fall during the next three years when in 1918 the price per 
maund ranged between Rs. 3.76 in January and Rs. 4.66 in 


* J. F. Grunlag—Gwr Bengal and Assam Gazetteers : Jalpaigurl, Allahabad, 
1911. p. 97. ' , 

(1 maund IS equivalent to 37.38 Kilograms.) 
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^ptember. In 1919 the fluctuation in the price was much wide, 
being about Rs. 5.48 pef maund in January and about Rs. 11.43 
in September. In 1920, it averaged Rs. 9 a maund. Except for 
the years 1922-23. when it registered perceptible decline ajid 
ranged between Rs. 5.50 and about Rs. 6 a maund the price of 
common rice ruling for the period 1924-27 is marked by gradual 
rise culminating in over Rs. 8 a maund in September 1927. 
This was again followed by gradual recession in price since 
1928 and by 1935 the price declined to as low a level as 
Rs. 2.88 a maund in January and 3.33 a maund in September 
1935- The nexi^five years (1936-40) witnessed an upward trend. 
Though the process was slow at the outset, it became rapid 
since 1941 when the^ price per maund was Rs. 5 in January and 
Rs. 6.67 in September. In 1947, it rose to Rs. 13.36 in January 
and Rs. 20 in* September and further to Rs, 32 in September 
1950, ‘ reaching the climax in October 1951 when the prices 
ruling were Rs. 53.33 per maund at Jalpaiguri and Rs. 68.00 per 
maund at Alipur Duar. With the harvesting of the winter crop 
at the end of 1951 the prices began to come down and the trend 
continued till 1955, but started spiralling again from the follow¬ 
ing year. The average price per maun cl in the district was 
Rs. 33.63 in 1952; Rs. 24.25 in 1953, Rs. 19.10 in 1954, 
Rs. 18.84 in *1955. Rs. 21.50 in 1956. Rs; 23.44 in 1957 and 
Rs. 27.94 in 1958. The index number of retail prices for food 
articles as also the consumer price index numbers for different 
expenditure levels registered in consequence progressive rise, as 
the following table' (A & B) would indicate. 

TABU:—A 

INDEX .NUMBER OF RETAll. PRICDS FOR FOOD ARTICLES 
(Base*: November 1950-100) 

• ^ Centre : Jalpaiguri 

• February October 


Food articles 

1956 

♦96F 

1966 

1971 

1956 

1961 

1966 

1971 

Rice 

79 

97 

15.^ 

209 

100 

107 

242 

264 

Rice products 

58 

84 

140 

142 

79 

89 

177 

207 

Wheal prod*ucls 

iO 

78 

97 

154 

83 

79 

99 

■ 160 


Contd. 


' Source: Burrau of Applied Economics and Statistics, Governmerrt of West 
Bengal. 
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February 



October 

« 

Hood articles 

1954) 

1961 

1966 

1971 

1956 

1961 

1966 

1971 

Mung 

$1 

93 

149 

195 

77 

93 

172 

264 

Masur 

96 


144 

171 

82 

82 

160 

265 

Kalki 

«4 

102 

178 

278 

94 

127 

159 

278 

Other pulses 

64 

80 

139 

174 

72 

75 

142 

. 200 

Mustard oil 

60 

i05 

139 

219 

98 

95 

. 166 

232 

Salt 

74 

123 

121 

214 

92 

' 123 

129 

357 

Spices 

67 

133 

226 

283 

71 

138 

236 

272 

Sugar 

100 

‘l29 

146 

202 

105 

126 

153 • 

246 

Gur 

92 

83 

100 

129 

67 

100 

145 

296 

Milk 


75 

100 

175 

62 

88 

175 

150 

Ghee 

— 

167 

187 

218 * 

' 150 

167 

201 

‘ 218 

Potatoes 

n 

48 

62 

92 

118 -* 

123 

126 

182 

Onion 

t06 

j|4 

108 

128 

$8 

116 

131 

214 

Other non-leafy vegetables 

53 

85 

61 

109 

68 

106 

114 

160 

Leafy vegetables 

52 

85 

83 

134 

121 

194 

194 

246 

Hsh 

n 

132 

209 

254 

Jll 

204 

210 

267 

Meat 

70 

82 

i09 

131 

70 

93 

109 

132 

Egg 

64 

85 

108 

137 

71 

ns 

133 

180 


TABLE—B 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS " 


(Base : November 1950“^ 100) 

Centre : Jalpaiguri 

Moiuhly expenditure levcJ in rupee 


Year 

1-100 

4101-200 

201-350 

351-700 701 .and above 

1956 

. 91.2 

90-6 

90.9 

92-3 

94.4 

1961 

105.6 

105-1 

105.3 

106.1 

106.5 

1966 

153.1 

157.6 

• 153.2 

146.3 

136.6 

1971 

193.0 

195.0 

189.3 

178.7 

162.4 


The fallowing table' indicating the prices of various agri¬ 
cultural produce during the agronomically significant months of 
January and September of 1961, 1971 and 1973 reflects this 
general trend. 


— Not ayatlabie « 

' Sou'ce ; Directorate of Agricultural Marketing, Government of Weal Bengal. 
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Rural wages The Casual nature of agricultural employment is responsible * 

for reducing wages on an average to a*low level- Then there 
are differences in the wages paid to men, women and children 
. depending upon the nature and importance of the work. While 
men are engaged for all agricultural operations, women and 
children are mostly engaged in transplanting and harvesting. The 
• following table gives the average daily earnings of different 
categories of agricultural labourers during the years 1961. 1966 
and 1973.^ 


c 


Normal Other agricultural 

daily Held labourers labourers 

, working (Rs. per day) (Rs- per day) 


Herdsmen 
(Rs. per animal 
per month) 


Year 

hour!^ 

Man Woman Child 

Man Woman 

Child 

Woman Child 

1961 

X 

2,34 

1.4S 

1.15 

2.58 

1.58 

1.08 

2.08 

• 1 

1966 

8 

3.24 

2.29 

1.69 

3.24 

2.48 

1.88 

2.66 

2.46 1.75 

1973 

8 

4.0.3 

3.54 

_ 

4,0.3 

3.58 


3.00 

— I 


The average monthly earnings ot labourers engaged in tea 
plantation were, as stated by Gruning in 1911. R«. 6 for men. 
Rs. 4.50 to Rs. 5 for women and Rs. 2.50 to 3 for children.- 
Payment was usually made on the hdztr^ system. tAfter com¬ 
pletion of the first hUzird a worker was free to undertake a second 
task, known as doubli. and paid at the same rate. During 
1939-44 ^hc h^zird rate for men, women and children was 0.25. 
0.19 and 0.12 paise respectively.'* Dearness allowance was for 
the first, time introduced in 1941. The total daily earnings in¬ 
cluding dearness allowances stood at 0.87. 0.75 and 0.44 paise 
respectively for men, women and children in 1947.^ Prior to 
1951, minimum wages in this industry were fixed at the instance 
of the employers and also through the Industrial Committee on 
Plantation. In 1951. the State Government for the first tiifie 
fixed the minimum wages for workers in the industry in pur¬ 
suance of the Minimum Wages Act of 1948> the rates prescribed 
being Rs. 1.19, Rs. 1.06 and Rs. 0.62 paise daily for men, women 


' Source : Directorate of Agriculture, Qovernment of West'Bengal. 

• J. F. Cruning-^/t. df. p. 96. v • 

*"*Jdpaigun Disrrief Centenary Sauvenir (1869-196S), JaJpaiguri 1970, p. 302. 
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and children respectively. Since February 1953, wages are being 
fixed according to the si^ of tbe garden, namely, (i) 500 acres 
and above and (ii) below 500 acres. la August 1959, at the 
instance of the State Government, the workers employed in fac^ 
lories were granted wages at rates at which plantation workers 
were paid in gardens of 500 acres and above. In April 1966, 
the* Central Wage Board on Tea Plantation recommended mer¬ 
ger 6f hdziri and doubli into one single wage for the day and 
refixed xiaily wdges at the following rates, (besides a dearness 
allowance at the rate of 5.8 paise per day for gardens of 500 
acres and above): Rs. 2.13 for men? Rs. 1.96 for women and 
Rs. 1.15 for children; for gardens below 500 acres, Rs. 2.10 
for men. Rs. 1.93 for women and Rs. 1.15 for children.' Other, 
benefits include suppl}' of cereals at Rs. 40.19 per quintal. The 
tripartite agreement reached in 1969 gave a further increase in 
the daily earnings of the workers which were Rs. 2.27 for men. 

Rs. 2.10 for women and Rs. 1.22 for children employed in 
gardens of 500 acres and above and Rs. 2.24 for men, Rs. 2.07 
for women and Rs. 1.22 for children in gardens below 500 acres. 

Besides. a dearness allowance at the rate of 18 paise was 
granted to male aud female wuikcis and 9 paise to children 
irrespective of the size of the garden In 1972-73, the total 
daily earnings including dearness allowance of a male worker 
amounted io Rs. 3, that of a female worker to Rs. 2.83 and that 
of a child to'Rs. 1.58 in gardens of 500 acres and above, the 
corresponding rates being Rs. 2.97, Rs. 2.83 and Rs. 1.58 in 
gardens below 500 acres.'^ Supply of cereals at subsidized rate 
also continued. * 

• • 

It is not possible to give an idea of the family budgets of the Family BUOCEn 
well-to-do, the middle and the lower income groups throughout 
the district as sufficient information is lacking. * But the follow¬ 
ing table giving monthly expenditure figures on various counts ' - 

at Jalpaiguri will indicate the trend of family budgets of different 
expehditure groups during the period 1950-51 to 1966-67-* 


' ibid. p. 305. 

* Wesi Ben$at Labour Gazettey April, 19^. pp. 381-2. 

^ Tea Statistics (I9^2'73)y p^iblished by the Indian Tea Board, p. 136. ' 
Source : Director, Bureau of Applied Economics & Statistics, Calcutta. 
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Em PLOW! AT 
KXCHANfX 


PtRCENIAOE EXPENDITURE ON DIFFERENT GROUPS OP ITEMS 
OF LONSUMPTION BY DIFFERENJ EXPENDITURE LEVEES 

Centre : Jalpaiguri 

Monthly expendiiuj'e levels (in Rs.) 


Croups Oi items 

Average of 




701 and 

of consumption 

Years 

MOO 

101-200 

201-350 

351-700 

above 

Food 

1950-51 

62.37 

65.64 

63^21 

52.09 

35.87 

1955-56 

65-10 

60.67 

55.74 

47.i3 

39.12 


1960-6J 

6$.09 

66.92 

62.13 

55.97 

51.18 


1966-67 

71.80 

70.81 

62.06 

56.89 

50.42 

Clothing 

1950-51 

5.71 

5.96 

5.89 

5.18 

4.25 

1955-56 

7.55 

7.15 

8.17 

7.91 

. 7.80 


1960-61 

7.49 

7.66 

7.64 

7-66 

8.06 


1966-67 

5.54 

7.07 

«.75 

6.83 

7.06 

1 uel light 

1950-51 

7.49 

6.34 

5.33 

3.93 

3-05 

1955-56 

7-05 

6.15 

4.59 

4.62 

3.70 


1960-61 

7.15 

5.47 

4-96 

4-94 

4.79 


1966-67 

9,20 

5-93 

5.03 

3.55 

3.26 

Ilousi ng 

1950-51 

i.92 

3.61 

3.04 

3.47 

7.09 

1955-56 

5.14 

4.69 

4.80 

7.75 

7-30 


1960-61 

4-75 

4,24 

3.47 

5.45 

5.89 


1966-67 

2.96 

2.96 

5'-09 

5.42 

5.30 

Miscellaneous 

1950-51 

22.51 

18-45 

22.53' 

35.33 

49.74 


1955-56 

15J6 

21.34 

26.70 

32.49 

42.08 


1960-61 

12.52 

15.71 

21-80 

25.98 

30.08 


196^-67 ' 

10.50 

k 

13-23 

V 

21.07 

27.31 

33.96 

Total 

1950-51 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100,00 

100.00 


1955-56 

100.00 

100.00 

‘ 700-00 

100.00 

100-00 


1960-61' 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 


1966-67 

100.00 

• 100.00 

100.00 

100.00 

100.00 


The District Bmployment E^xchange started functioning at 
Jalpaiguri in 1964 and exercised jurisdiction over the entire dis¬ 
trict till 1972. A separate exchange was established at .^lipur 
Duar in 1973. 

The following table regarding the District Employment Ex¬ 
change and showing figures of registrations, vacancies notified, 
4 )laceiiients, live register at the close of the year.and monthly 
average number of ^employers using this E?echange during 1972 
will convey an idea of the axteni of unemployment in the dis- 
liTcl and the efforts of this unit to relieve it. 
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DISTRICT EMPLOYMENT EXCHANGE : JALPAiGURI 





Live Register 

Monthly average 

No. of 

Vacancies 

No. of 

at the end 

No. of employers 

Year registrations 

notified 

placements 

of the year 

using the 
Exchange 

1972 9,947 

1,368 

113 

1.1,009 

10.6 . 


The sex-wise i)reak-up of the total applicants was male 
11,865; female 1,444. 

The following table gives the edacaiTonal qualific^ttions of the 
job-seekers at the ehd of the year 1972. 





No. 

(1) 

Below School*Final and illiterates 


7,489 

(2) 

School Final « 


1,986 

(3) 

Higher Secondary and under-graduates 


2,608 

(4) 

Graduates 

... 

926 


Total : 


13,009 

The following table indicates the occupational 
job wanted at the end of the year 1972. 

pattern 

of the 


Broad category of jobs 

No. 



Industriil & Supervisory 

269 



Skilled & semi-skilled 

805 



Unskilled 

6,209 



Clerical 

5,002 



Educational 

124 



Domestic 

84 



Others 

516 



Total : 

13,009 



The Exchange reports excess supply of unskilled workers (both 
male & female) and freshers from schools and colleges. 

As on July 1976, the Registrants on the Live Register numbered 
16,700. 

To relieve* congestion jn^ crowded occupations, the Exchange 
notifies the cases to other Exchanges where- vacancies are likely 
to exist and also provides vocatioaal guidance to candidates by 
advising them to equip 'Hiemselves for absorption in new occhpa- 
tions. Wjth the same object in view, the Employment Market 
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Information Unit of the District Employment Exchange collets 
various information on the employment pattern at the public and 
private sector establishments employing 25 persons or more 
Jhrough Statutory Quarterly Employment and Biennial Occupa* 
tional Returns under the Employment Exchanges Compulsory 
Notification of Vacancies Act !959.’ 

Within the framework of the Five-Year Plans, the C'ommunity 
Development programme aiming at ameliorating the socio-econo¬ 
mic condition of the rural.people was first launched in this dis¬ 
trict in 1955 with the inauguration of the Jalpriiguri, Maynaguri 
and Dhupguri development blocks. The programme now covers 
the whole district with 13 blocks, the pai'ticulars of which are 


given below.^ 

Name of Name of 

Sub-division block 

Date of 
inaugu¬ 
ration 

Present 

stage 

Area 

In No. of 

sq.km, villages 

Total 

popula¬ 

tion 

Sadar 

Jalpgieuri 

1.4.1955 

Post-Slaae II 

475.1 

24 

— 


Maynaguri 

1.4.1955 


561.5 

105 

1,59,764 


Dhupguri 

1.4.1955 


651,4 

86 

2,16,330 


RSjganJ 

1.4.1959 

• 9 

636.6 

• 29 

1,28,774 


Mai 

1.4.1964 

Stage 11 

505.3 

118 

— 


Matiali 

1.4.1964 

.9 

235.8 

42 

— 


Nagr§kata 

1.4.1964 


^76A 

41 

66,002 

Alipur 

Kumargram 

ilO.1956 

Post Stage 11 

504.0 

60 

97,211 

Duars 

Fsiakatg 

1.4.1957 


3lt5 

63 

1,30,529 


Madarihit 

1.4.1961 

.9 

380.5 

51 

1,00,749 


KSlchini 

2.10.1963 

^tage II 

892.0 

42 

1,34,467 


Alipur Duar I 

Alipur Duar 11 

1.4.1964 

1.4.1964 

1 

y 699.0 

J 

551 

V 

75J 

2,71,766 


‘ Source : Directorate of National Eijiploynient Service, Calcutta. 

*SourOc : A gricul ture & Comm uni ty De vel opmen^<Cc»mmubiey Dovelopmenl) 
Department, Government of West Bengal. 
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As the executive head of the block administration, the Block 
Development Officer i% the drawing and disbursing officer in 
respect of most of the schemes sanctioned under the Community 
Development budget. He also co-ordinates and supervises ;he 
activities of the Extension Officers who are responsible for the 
implementation of the schemes of their respective parent depart¬ 
ments. Normally, there are 8 Extension Officers in a Block, one 
each for agriculture, animal husbandry, rural engineering, social 
education, programme for women and children, co-operation, rural 
industries and panchayafs. There are also a number of village- 
leve.I workers, the Gram Sevaks and Gr^ Sevikas. to carry 
development activities to the remotest comers of the district. 

The actual expenditure incurred by the various blocks of the 
district till 31 MarCh 1973 for implementing different welfare 
schemes is shown in the table below:' 


' Source : Agriculture & Community Development (Community Development) 
Department, Government of West Bengal. 
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Kalcl^mi 48.28 • 65.74 82,10 . 43.50 25.00. 7fO0 ^ 48-20 384.82 

AlipurDuarl -38.88 80.00 65?92 31-22 28.18 78.00 59.20 381.40 

.AlipurDuacII 31.88 * 75.00 58.70 27.50 21,50 70,00 ^ 50.20 334.78 

Grand Total 638-39 1,270.99 1,539.77 615.72 401-12 1,166.04 * 898,81 6,530.84 




CHAPTER X 


GENERAL ADMTNTSTRATrON 

Jalpaiguri dfstrict was formerly a Non-Regulation District and 
was included in the List of Scheduled Districts to which legislative 
enactments which did not apply automatically, could be extended 
by executive order with or without modification. The head of 
such a district like Jalpaiguri was called ihe Deputy Commissioner, 
a designation which still persists *evcn though the distinction 
between the Regulated and Non-Regulated Districts was completely 
abolished with the coming into force of the Constitution of India 
on 26 January 1950f Like his counterparts in other districts of 
West Bengal, be is in overall charge of the administration of the 
district both in its revenue and executive spheres. 

The Deputy Commissioner is responsible to the Government, 
through the Commissioner, Jalpaiguri Division and the Board of 
Revenue, for the administration of revenue In the district- He 
collects land revenue from the tenants of land formerly held by 
intermediaries; he also collects rents and cesses from the tenants 
of government land and the income from the lease of grazing 
rights, etc- He has also to collect the primary education tax. 
excise revenue and stamp duties- He is responsible for collecting 
overdue putlic demands. The maintenance of land records, in¬ 
cluding the records of rights, plot indexes, accounts of boundary 
disputes, statistical information, and settlement records are some of 
his important duties wlilch he discharges through a hierarchy of 
revenue officials, working under him. The hearing of appeals 
against the decisions of subordinate revenue officers, in s variety 
of matters, also falls within his jurisdiction. He grants loans in 
accordance with the pravisions of the Land rmprovement Loans 
Act 1883 and the Agriculturists’ Loans Act of 1884. He carries 
out acquisition of land for Government projects and other public 
purposes. He heads the Registfallon Organization of the district 
and is the ex-officio District Registrar. 

On the other hand, as the head of the district in its executive 
sphere he is concerned with the maintenance of law and order 
within the district and \yith that end in view he may take roich 
action as he deefhs necessary during any crisis or emergency. He 
grants, suspends and cancels licences for fire arms, explosives 
and petroleum. He performs several important duties in'respect 
of the, jails, anti-corruption matters and issue of passports. He 
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grants nationality certificates as also certificates to applicants 
claiming to belong lo Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes. He 
has various responsibilities concerning the welfare of Scheduled 
Tribes. In case of natural calamities like floods and famines he 
takes necessary steps to deal with them and for providing relief 
to the distressed. He has to conduct the decennial census opera¬ 
tions arid all general and by-elections to the Parliament and'the 
Stale legislature as well as to all local self-governing bodies wiih- 
in the district. Matters relating to food and civil supplies also 
engage his constant attention. Besides. Ihe implementation of 
various development schemes in pursuance of the?Five Year Plans 
has added new dimen.sians to his traditional functions. He co- 
dfdinales the activities of district level officer's of various depart¬ 
ments connected with development activities. Ii; the Jalpaiguri 
District, the Deputy Commissioner has Ihe additional responsibility 
of administering the Western Duars Marketing Fund. 

Besides the Deputy Commissioner, there are two Additional 
Deputy Commissioners in Jalpaiguri, both belonging to the Indian 
Administrative Service. 

The present sanaioned strength of officers (valid for September 
1973) belonging to the WBCS and WBJCS is as follows: Sadar 
Subdivision (including officers meant for district headquarters) : 
WBCS 2 and WBJCS 5. and Alipur Duar Subdivision : WBCS 
3 and WBJCS 2.^ 

A list of the Development Blocks along with their expenditure 

on development .schemes has been given in Chapter IX. 

« 

The Jalpaiguri Income tax circle had 1 Class-I Officer. 4 Class- 
H Officers, 37 Class-Ill and 8 Class-lV staff, in 1971-72. In 
1972-7^ the number of Officers and staff was as follows:. Class-1, 

I : Class-II, 4; Class-Ill, 31 and ClasS-lV, 9. The numbers of 
assessees in 1971-72 and 1972-73 were respectively b.352 and 6,491. 
In 1971-72 and 1972-73. they rea^ 2 :ed Rs. 45.46,000 and Rs. 
47,37,000 respectively as Income tax and other taxes. TJie 
numbers of defaulters in those years*wcre 5,024 and 5,686 involv¬ 
ing respectively the .sums of Rs. 1,02.14,000 and Rs. 1,11.35.000. 
The numbers of Certificate cases pending for the department 
were respectively 4,411 and 3.229 for those years. 

The Organizational set-up of the Cemral Excise and Customs 
has been dealt with in Chapter XI. 

> TJie WBCS and lUe WBjCS have; niei'g^d Into nne s^vue iti 1974 .md 
ihevr have hern a WRCS (Senior Scale) and a WBC:S (Junior Scale). 
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•There is a Divisional Office of the North-east Frontier Railway 
at Alipur Duar. The offfces of the District Mechanical Engineer, 
District Medical Officer, etc. of this railway are also located there. 

The offices of a Senior Superintendent of Post Offices and la 
Divisional Engineer. Telegraphs are located at Jalpaiguri. 

There is the office of an Assistant Central Intelligence Officer 
at J'alpatguri. 

The^e Is a District Small Savings Organizer at JalpaigurL He 
has a yearly target of small savings collection for the district. 
The collection is made by the Authorised Agent.s. from Pay Roll 
Savings Schemes •and through general campaign and direct pur¬ 
chases from the Post Offices. The Authorised Agents are 
appointed by the Staie Government officials. There is a District 
Savings Advisoj 7 Committee and a Postal Co-ordination Com¬ 
mittee for finding out ways and means for the growth of small 
savings collection and for removal of difficulties faced by 
investors, agents, etc. in postal transaction. 


Railways 

■ 

Posts \ 
Telegraphs 

Intelligence 
Small savings 


Consequent on the devastating Tista flood of I96S affecting 
Jalpaiguri it was recognized that there was an ui^ent necessity 
of evolving measures for affording protection and minimizing 
the sufferings of the people and loss of property. Accordingly, 
Governn^em of India set up in January 1971 the North Bengal 
Flood Control Board under the chairmanship of the Union 
Minister of Irrigation and Power and five State Ministers as 
members and the Chairman of the North Bengal Flood Control 
Commission as Member-Secretary. Subsequently, th^ Chief 
Minister of West Bengal has been appointed Chairman. The 
North Bengal Ffood Control Commission was also set^ up on 
9 November 1971 with headquarters al Jalpaiguri. It comprises 
a Chairman and two Members who are all technical officers. The 
objective of the North Bengal Flood Control Commission is 
investigation, planning and design and preparation of the schemes 
as’well as implementation ot execution of the same by a whole¬ 
time special organization. The Commission is to work within 
the broad framework of policy directives issued by the North 
Bengal Flood Control Board and prepare inter alia a comprehen¬ 
sive plan, for flood control work in North Bengal including 
Jalpaiguri distriot besides Koch Bihar an^ Darjiling. 

The Commission is headed by a Chairman who is assisted by 
a Member fExecutidhl and a Member (planning,‘investigation 
and design). The Member (Execution) has under him three 
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Executive Engineers holding charges respectively of Jalpaigiyi 
Irrigation Division, Koch Bihar Irri§ation Division. Siliguri 
Irrigation Division and an Additional Executive Engineer of the 
Stliguri Irrigation Division. The Member (Planning, etc.) is 
assisted by the Executive Engineer, Design and the Executive 
Engineer, Morth Bengal Investigation Division, 

The Irrigation and Waterways Department is the Administrative 
Department under the direct control of which th« North Bengal 
Flood Control Commission functions. The Chairman of the 
Commission exercises all th^ powers of a Chief Engineer and ha.s 
administrative control over the .staff and works in the three North 
Bengal Districts of Jalpaiguri. Koch Bihar and Darjiling. 

* To protect vulnerable and flood-prone ar^as including agricul¬ 
tural and forest lands, tea estates and towns against flood inunda¬ 
tion and river erosion In Jalpajguri district certain flood control 
schemes were taken up and the number gradually auemented as 
the Fourth Plan Years advanced. The amount spent for the 
purpose in the .Talpaiguri district is as follows : 

FXPFNDITURF ON MEASURES FOR Fl.OOn C:ONTROt IN 
JAI.PaICU^RT DrSTRiCT 


Year 

Expendiluic in 
Lakhs of Rs. 

Remarks . 

1969-70 

10.51 

construction -and main¬ 

1970-71 

27.51 

tenance of 31.49 km long 

1971-72 

97.23 

embankment to protect 

1972-73^ 

90.00 

• 39^00 hectares of agri- 


cultural land. 


The district of Jalpaignri has been divided into six .subdivisions 
to look after the operation and maintenance of the dectrica! 
installations of thew Board. Ileadquarter^s of theae O & M Sub- 
divisions are situated at Jalpaiguri, Maynaguri. Mai, Birpara and 
Alipur Duar. Each Subdivision is headed by one Assistant 
Engineer under whom technical andmon-lechnlcal staff are posted 
at different places within his jurisdiction. The Assistant Engineers 
are responsible to the Divisional Engineer fO & M Divi.rion) 
whose headquarters is situated fn the .laln^uri town. The 
iurj^dfetion of the Divisional Engineer h mostlv confined to the 
district of Jalpafgtiri. although he also looks af^er some portion 
of the district of Koch Bihaa A Superintendfne Engineer 
(0& M> is posted at Jalpafguri to whom th? Divisional Engineer, 
Jalpaiguri (O Sc M) Division fs responsible. The jurisdiction of 
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the S.E. (O & M) covers the entire district of Koch Bihar. The 
S.E. (O & M), Jalpaigun is responsible to the Deputy Chief 
Engineer (North Becgai) whose headquarters is situated at Siliguri, 

He, in turn, is responsible to the Additional Chief Engineer 
(O & M) at the Head Office of the Board in Calcutta, 

With a view to expediting rural electrification, the Board has 
also_ set up a separate organization for the district of Jalpaiguri. 

At present a Divisional Engineer (Rural Electrification) is posted 
at Jalpaiguri town and he is to look after the entire di.strict of 
Jalpaiguri and also part of Koch Bihar district. The Divisional 
Engineer is assisted by 2 Assistant Engineers who are entrusted 
with the construction work of the high, medium and low voltage 
lines and sub-stations for electrification of new villages. Th? 

Offices of the Assistant Engineers are situated at Jalpaiguri and 
Maynaguri. 

The Rural Electrification Division with headquarters at Jalpai¬ 
guri started functioning since November 1972 with the idea of 
paying close attention to rural eJectrificalion in this district and 
the neighbouring Kocli Bihiir district. Initially, this Division 
looked after rural electrification works of the whole of the Koch 
Bihar district and Siliguri Subdivision of the Darjiling district 
in addition to the entire Jalpaiguri district. With a view to 
stepping up rural electrification in Jalprdguri district, the Siliguri 
Subdivision and the eastern part of Koch Bihar have been ex¬ 
cluded from the jurisdiction of the Division. This Division is 
attached to the Superintending Engineer, Rural Electrification, 

Circle-fll having his headquarters at Siliguri. The Superintend¬ 
ing Engineer (R.E, Ilf) is responsible to the Additional Chief 
Engineer (Rural EJectrification) of the Board in Calcutta. 

The North Bengal Slate Transport Corporation with its head- v^r,h n ■ 
quarters at Koch Bihar serves the five North Bengal Districts, State Tran^ort 
camdy, Koch Bihar. Jalpaiguri. Darjiling. Maldah and West 
Dinajpur. la April 1945, ih^ former Koch Bihar Raj started a • 
motor transport service with a fleet of 3 buses and 3 trucks under 
Its Second World War ReconSiraction scheme. After the merger 
of the Koch Bihar State with West Bengal since I January 1950 
the Government of West Bengal took over control of this under’ 
taking and extended its operation. The NBSTC was subse- 
quently established with ;he participation of the Railway Board 
mth effect from-15 April 1960. It has^ a Chairman, a Vice- 
Chairman, a .General Manager? a Chief Engineec a Deputy 
General Manager and a Chief Accounts Officer. It has 502 
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persons on its adminislraUve staff, 2,734 on its traffic staff aod 
1,201 on its mechanical and/or maintenance staff, it incuned 
a total establishment cost of Rs. 1.55.60,096 in 1973-74. 

^ A Divisional Office of the Life Insurance Corporation of India 
3S located at Jalpaiguri. It is headed by a Divisional Manager. 

The Office of the District Manager, Food Corporation of India. 
Jalpaiguri is located at Jalpaiguri. 



CHAFIHR XI 


REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 

The Jalpaiguri district consists of two widely different trades, 
viz., the pars>ands of Baikunthapur, Bod a and Patgram, formerly 
included in the Rangpur district, and the Western Duar^. added 
to the district in 1S64, and, in giving an account of the land 
revenue *admifli strati on. it is necessary to deal separately with 
them. 

TJic parffanas of Baikuruhapur. Bftda and Patgram formed part 
of the Koch kingdom, but were conquered and annexed by the 
Mughals who incorporated them in the frontier Faujdari of 
Fakirkundi or Rangpur: they were transferred to the East India 
Company witl> the cession of the di^ani in 1765. Practically, 
nothing is known about the system of revenue and revenue ad- 
mini.stration pursued in respect of the territories comprising the 
modern district of Jalpaiguri till about the sixteenth century, The 
people were mostly shifting cultivators, hunters and food gatherers. 
As such, their economy was a subsistence economy. Settled 
agiicultuic began in Baikunrliapui area only aftei a section of 
the Koches were Hindui/cd under the influence of Bengali Hindus 
and took over Kamtapur-Kamanlpa kingdom under the leader¬ 
ship of -Bisu or Bisvasiiiiha. Blsvasiiiiha made his brother Sisu 
or ^ishyasimha, the Rai or the Raja of the Kot or fort at 
Baikunthapur. By utilizing the slate power the Koch king and 
the Raikat endowed rent-faee grant of land to Bengali and 
Assamese Brilhmins and Kayasthas. The latter brought with 
them the techni^Cies of settled agriculture to Baikunthapur and 
the DuSys. 

The Mughab Foujdar of Rangpur first iqvaded Koch Bihar 
kingdom in 1685. Conflict broke out in 1704-05 between the 
Koch Bihar kingdom and Mughal FoujdOr of Rangpur. At last, 
a^cace treaty was concluded between the Mughals and the Raja 
of Koch Bihiir in 1711, by the lerm.s of which the erstwhile Koch 
Bihar chaklas of KajTr Hat, Kokina and Fatepur became parts 
of Rangpur, and Boda, Patgram and Purbabhag chdklas were 
ceded by* the king of Koch Bihar on condition that the Mughal 
Foujdar would firm out the right of collection of revenue of 
these cha kid9 to Kctfh Bihar. * • 
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•paid Rs. 30,651 as revenue for the year 1763, to Mirza Hosain 
Reza, the Mughal CoDe(itor of Rangpur/ 

To punish the rebelUous Raikat Darpadeva, Company's army 
marched on to Baikunihapur and captured it m February 1773. 
Darpadeva Bed to jungles- A year later Darpadeva sent His 
emmisary to Governor General Warren Hastings, offering to 
surrender. He also agreed to pay the revenue at an enhanced 
rate. It was decided in 1774 that the Raikat would pay a 
revenue of 25,000 per year.' The revenue was arbitrarily 
enhanced the next year, i.e, 1775,^ to Rs. 30,000.^ This was 
maintained despite Rmkat’s protests:' 

When the Permanent Settlement was introduced in 1793, the 
revenue for Baikunthapur pargantl was settled at Rs. 25,936 per 
year and the Raikat* was recognized as the zamindar under the 
Permanent Settlement for Baikunthapur pargand in Rangpur 
district. 

Alipur Duars Subdivision of Jalpaigurl, comprising the Western 
Duars of Bhalka, Buxa. Madar, Rala and Chamarchi were added 
to Jaip^uri district in 1865-66. 

It will be convenient to give here the account of Dr. Buchanan 
Hamilton (1809) regarding the pargatids of Baikunthapur, Boda 
and Patgram which constituted the Jalpaiguri district less the 
Western Duars : *‘Patgram Estate, which comprises the police 
division of the same name, is the property of the Cooch Behar 
Raja, and contains 62 mauzas or collections of villages. More 
than half the estate is let to large farmers, some of whom hold 
under leases called upandtaki. which are granted for a certain 
specified farm and not according to a particular area/so that 
their rent canno^ Jdc increased nor their lands measured. The 
don, or local land measures is equal to 15,670 sq. feet, or 1.08 
Calcutta ’ bighas. There are 30 joteddrs who pay their rents 
directly into tha office <if the Raja’s collectof; these are^ called 
khdrii joteddrs. The others.^who pay their rents to the village 
officers, are cdXXtd dihibandi. The large farmers let out to 
under-tenants as much land* as* suffices to pay their rent, and 
cultivate the remainder through prajds. on the usual sharing 


1 W K. FInninger ; Hisloriral Inlrodwtion to the Bengal Portht\, of 
the Fifth'Heporl of the Seiect Committee of the House of Commons on 
the Affairs of the*East India Company. Calcut-a, 1962 (ISPP edn.). p. 10. 

* Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, 22 April 1774. 

^ J. A. MillJgarv--^infli^Reporr on 1/je Survey and SeiUemenl Op^iations 
in the Jalpaiguri District 1906-16, Calcutta, 1919. p. 7. 
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tenure. The average renl paid by the jotedvrs to the Raja 
1 am told, only Rs. 3 for 10 do/is, equal to 4h annas a CaicuUa 
bigha, but I believe the tenants have to pay the whole of the 
village establishment. The people are very poor, shy and indolent. 
-“Boda is a very fine estate, also belonging to the Cooch 
Be bar Raja. It contains 402 mmtzm or dihis besides 27 large 
kfwrij farms, such as I have mentioned in Patgram. No 
Idkhiraj land is mentioned in the Collector’s papers; but it is 
said a very large part has been granted rcut-free by rhe^ Raja, 
both to religious persons and to his servants. Most of the farms 
were originally large, but they have in general been reduced to 
a small size, by subdividing among heirs, a most ruinous practice, 
which should be entirely prohibited. The whole estate is divided 
fnto tcluks, and these again into mafials,^ each of which Avas 
originally one farm. In every taluk are found two to five 
tahutddrs, who are wealthy farmers appointed by the Raja 
according to the wishes of the other tenants, and are usuaUy 
continued in office for several years. The tahuiddr finds security 
for the whole rent, and receives from the tenants from Rs. 50 
to Rs. 175 a year, according to the extent under his charge ; the 
tenants pay the whole village establishment of clerks {pat war is), 
and various kinds of messengers isarddrs. pdiks, kowdh. etc.). 
The lands were not measured when the scttlemeiU of the Raja’s 
estates was made, the tenants being very averse to such^a course, 
as might naturally be expected, for the rent which- they pay is 
very small. The leases specify neither the term of years for 
which the holdings are let, nor the measurement of the farm, 
but only the rent stipulated to be* paid* for the farm. If any 
tenant goes away, the others pay the rent until they can procure 
a new tenant, or else they divide the land Vmong themselves. 
The Raja has, therefore.* no interest,, except to collect* the rent 
with as little expense as possible, and to beg and^ squeeze all that 
he can from the tenants. There is no economy in the management. 
In some tdluks no tahutddr can be tound. and these are managed 
by somastds, or agents, each with, a large establishment. The 
tahutddrs, who are men of property, and who ought to pay their 
whole rent into the Raja’s Office, make delays, so that six 
taiisilddrs or stewards are required to refresh their memories. 
The twenty-seven original large farms, which are not^ dependent 
on the tahutddrs. but which, if undivided, would have paid their 
rents immediately into the Raja’s office, have now subdivided 
into so many small shares, that a whole ITost of subordinates is 
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• required to manage them. In fact, the Raja’s interests in this 
'estate seem to have b«en very much neglected. 

'•Baikuiithapur or Battris-Hazari, although part has been Uaikuiuhapur 
alienated to Bhutan, is still a very fine estate, and comprises ^the 
two entire police divisions of Fakirganj* and Sanyasikaiu. I! is 
not included in any sarkcr or Muhammadan division of the . 

country having only been added to Bengal since the British ^ 
assume^ the government of the country. A person named Sisu, 
grandson in the female line of the Koch Hajo (the founder of 
the Cooch Behar Rajas), is the original ancestor of the Baikuntha- 
pur family. It is generally asserteef that Sisu was the son of lira, 
the daughter of Hajo. but the family themselves allege that he 
as well as Visu (another grandson of Hajo and the first of the 
Cooch Behar Rajafe who was converted to Hinduism) was the 
son not of Jiia, but of her sister, Hint, and that his father was 
the god 5iva, on which account all the members of the family 
assume the name of Deo, and return no salute that is made to 
them by any person. Sisu, on the conversion of Visu to Hinduism, 
look the title of J5ib*Kumar, or young ^^iva; he was appointed 
hereditary Raikat, or the Second person in rank in the Koch 
kingdom, and received the Baikui.uhapur estate. 

“Formerly the family resided at Baikunihapur, where there 
was a little dultivation .scattered among the woods; while all the 
southern ^rt of the estate was allowed to be thickly overgrown 
with reeds and bushes, as a defence against the Muhammadans. 

Dharma Deo, on the decay of the Mughal power, left Baikuntha- 
pur and settled at Jalpaiguri. He began to clear the lands in 
the south, which are* now well cultivated; but the tracts in the 
woods and jungles to the north, which were formerly cultivated, 
are now neglected. There are no large tenants on the estate, and 
the rents are still very'low owing probably to the vicinity of 
Bhutan and Gurkha (Sikkim, then held by'the Nepalis), ‘where 
there is much waste land and a large proportion of the tenants 
are constantly removing from one jurisdiction into another. The 
actual rent realised from the‘tenants, is I understand, about 4^ 
annas per don of land, good and bad, containing 12,472 sq. feet, or 
about 0.86 of a Calcutta bigha. The maximum rent for a farm. 

20 don in extent, is said to be as follows : House and garden 
land, Rs. 15 ; first qualky land, Rs. 12; second quality land. Bs. 9 : 
fhird quality I^nd, Rs. 7 ; fourth quality .[and. Rs. 4 ; total Rs. 47. 


Now JalpIiguTi. 
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Originally the tarms were let by giies$ measurement, or 
kaldari or ‘plough’. That is, a farm was estimated to contain 
as much as could be cultivated by a certain number of ploughs 
and paid a fixed sum for each, a custom of which once probably 
extended all over Kamrup. About the year 1788, land measure 
was first introduced. The whole estate is divided into fifteen 
- idluks, and the establishment is a very moderate one. In 
SanyasikatiL, which is the largest tiiluk. there is one .steward 
(fahsilddr), one clerk {nmharnr)^ three inspectors of villages 
(pradhdns), one valuer of mpncy {podddr), one chief messenger 
(sarddr), one assistant messenger imirdhd). four ordinary messen¬ 
gers {pdiks), one officer (jarnddcr), and four matchlockmen 
{barkanddz) and four sweepers. There is no subordinate village 
establishment, The whole are paid by money wages 


rOHMATIOS OF 

DisiRicr 


Survey & 
Settlemeni 


On the formation of the district in 1869, we find the district 
divided into two distinct tracts for revenue purposes. The 
Permanently Settled portion, comprising Baikunthapur pargand 
and the ckdkius of Boda, Patgram and Purbabhag forming Jalpai* 
guri Sadar Subdivision and Alipur Duars Subdivision comprising 
180 temporarily settled estates and five government estates. 

According to the Survey and Settlement Operafions of 1906- 
16. there were 122 revenue-paying estates and 212 r,evenue-free 
estates in the Permanently Settled portion of Jalpaiguri district. 
Most of these estates belonged to two large zamlDdaries, namely, 
the zamiadary of the Raikat of Baikunthapur and the Chdkld}di 
/amindary of the Raja of Koch Bihar in Boda, Patgram and 
Purbabhag ckdklds. 

The ffist settlement of land in Western Duars cook elfect since 
April 1871 and was made after a detailed measurement and 
classification of all cultivated land. The Government look aL 
lands in khds possession and settled them with jotedars. The 
joieddrs were permitted to retain in their holdings as much waste 
land as they chose, and they in fact’appropriated 1.42,127 acres 
of waste land against 80,395 acres of cultivated land. Apart 
from the interest of joteddrs, no other interest on land was 
recognized. At this settlement it was decided that the joteddr 
had^a vested and transferable interest imthe holding. The total 
revenue demand stood ai Rs, 88,618 at the end o\ the settlement. 
_ 

I Quoted by J. F. Gruning, Eastern Bengal and Vis Met Gazetteers, 

/alpaigtm, Allahabad, 1911, pp. 80-S2. 
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* The second settlement of lands in Western Duars took effect 
since April 1880. In tW.s settlement, the rights of chukomdars. 
that is, tenants under the iotedors were given some recognition. 
Government desired that the aggregate of rent paid by chitk'mid^.^ 
to a joteddr should not exceed the revenue payable by the jotedor 
by more than 50% and that the rent payable by the chukonid''rs 
should be fixed for the period of settlement. The general result 
of the settlement was to raise the revenue from Rs. 88.618 to 
Rs. 1,51,862- Rates were subsequently found to be pressing on 
the inferior jotes and small joteddr^ found it hard to pay the 
revenue and so /•emissions amounting to Rs. 17.806 bad to be 
granted. Yet, the Government had to lose a revenue of Rs. 5,465 
as some of the joiedftrs found it more economical to desert their 
jotes than to continue under heavy financial pressure. 

The third settlement and survey operations were carried out 
between 1889 and 1895. Tn this settlement, the lands in Alipur 
Duars Subdivision were seen as parcelled into 11.112 jotes or 
blocks held by the Government in khds. Of these. 9,971, com¬ 
prising an area of 3,84,895.91 acres, were assessed to revenue, 
One jote was settled with the descendants of Upendranath 
Duardar as revenue-free jote. comprising an area of 36.6 acres. 
262 jotes. comprising an area of 3,38.047.26 acres, were held by 
the Government in khds for future settlement. 817 iotes com¬ 
prising ah afea of 49,109.08 acres were held by Government in 
khds as permanent fallow. 61 joies, encompassing a total area 
of 2,119.25 acres, accommodated 17 private and 44 Government 
hats and markets. , • 

Of the 9.971 revenue paying j(7tes. 6,703 were old and 2,743 
were newly settled.* Jalpe^var 5iva held 44 revenue paying jotes: 
however, .at a later settlement. Jalpes estates were made re'venue- 
free. 

According to ’the settlbrnent of 1889-95 the revenue demand 
fon 9,971 revenue paying jote^ of Alipur Duars Subdivision stood 
at ps- 3.74,901. This was a substantial increase and was due 
partly to the increase in the number of revenue paying jotes 
brought under cultivation in recent years, and partly to the 
enhancement of rates. 

The jotes proper had an average area of 38.6 acres, according 
to the .survey settlement operations of 1889-95. The largest jote 
had an area of 2,609 acres, while the smallest had an area of 
only 0.06 acres. Descendants of Haragovinda Kaiham and Col. 
Hedayel Ali were the biggest jotednrs of Alipur Duars Subdivision. 
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Shortly after the acquisition of Che Western Diiars. Col. (then 
Major) Hedayet Ali obtained in 1866 a' rent-free lease for five 
years, permitting him to bring under cultivation all the unoccupied 
lands in twenty t^UikSy with a promise that all lands so brought 
under cullivaCion would be settled with him at the end of that 
period. The lease was subsequently cancelled, but again revived 
in 1868. Under the terms of the renewal of the lease, ifedayet 
Ali was given a lease of unoccupied lands in ten tdjuks\ exclusive 
of the lands in possession of Government mydls. The arrange¬ 
ments made with Hedayet Ali were modified in 1871 and 1876. 
In the settlement of 1889*95, a total of 22.563^ acres, including 
waste lands, spread out in 389 joies, were settled with the 
descendants of Col. Hedayet All at half the rate of normal 
revenue payable by other joied^rs. The aggregate^ of the revenue 
payable by the estate of the descendants of Hedayet Ali. at half 
the rate of normal revenue, stood at Rs. 7,897 in 1910-11. 

The third settlement was made with the iotedw for varying 
periods ranging between four and ten years. With those holding 
leases for less than ten years, arrangements were subsequently 
made in which rates were readjusted. 

The fourth settlement of Alipur Uuars Subdivision began in 
the cold weather of 1907 and was completed [n 1916. This 
settlement recorded a big change vis-a-vis the settlement of 
1889-95. During the last mentioned settlement, the-greater part 
of land to the east of the Tors a river was unsettled waste land 
or forest. In the settlement under review 2,93,000 acres of such 
land had given place to 100 sq. mihs of-tea gardens. Similarly, 
a great development had taken place in the tract lying between 
the Jaldhaka on the west and the Torsi! in the east- Although 
the settlement of 1889-95 had practipally shown the whole of 
this area as “Tea .Grant”, a very large number of them were at 
that time only speculatively taken up and were subsequently 
surrendered. These were profiitably taken up for tea cultivation 
only in the first decade of the. twentieth century. There was 
also an extension of cultivation into the former waste lands of 
settled jotes. 

t\<[ RHj»(ion< Tt is now necessary to describe the system of land relations 
thijt prevailed in Jalpaiguri district before the enactn^ent of the 
We.si Bengal Estates ^Acquisition Act* of 1953 and the West 
Bengal Land Reforms Act of 1^955. Tt may be noted that the 
.system of land relation.s in Jalpniguri district difrered consider¬ 
ably from what it was elsewhere in Bengal, 
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,ln the Permanently Settled portion of the .district, that is, in 
Jalpaiguri Sadar Subdivision, the zamindary system obtained. 
There were two large and some small zamindary estates. 
Revenues payable by them were fixed, except for cesses an8 
other levies imposed on them by executive orders made under the 
provisions of relevant acts. Zamrndars enjoyed heritable, rights 
and* rights of transfer by gifts and sale. They also enjoyed 
the right’of parcelling out land for rent. 

The zamindnrs used to parcel out their estates among 
The Joredm in the Permanently Settled portion of the district 
were* a class of •intermediatics between the zamindars and the 
cultivators; they paid rent to the zamindars and collected rent 
from their subordinate tenants. * 

The joted^rs of Government’s Khds Mahal, on the other hand, 
were those people with whom the Government settled ioles or 
blocks of land for fixed periods. The rates by which they had 
to go in paying land revenue were variable, but usually fixed for 
the period of settlement. Like the zamindars of the Permanently 
Settled areas, they too were subject to some kinds of cesses of 
varying rates. 

There were three types of jotedari tenures. The foteddr^ of mal 
jote were thos€; with whom the first settlement was made and 
were in existence during the second settlement as such. They 
were the original jotedars. They bad heritable rights over their 
mal jotes and could transfer their jotes by gift or by sale at will. 
Renewal of leases, however, depended on their acceptance of 
the term dictated by Government. Ordinary or non-mal jfitedars' 
rights dilTered from those of mol jotedors' in re.spect of transfer 
of land. Ordinary joied'lrs did not enjoy,absolute right of transfer, 
although they too like the mal jotednrs enjoyed heritable interest 
in land provided they accepted the terms of leSse. There was a 
third kind of lease applicable ^o tea gardens, the areas of which 
were extending with every settlement. These were called the 
Tea Grants. * 

Jofeddrs of Permanently Settled areas of Jalpaiguri district 
were first degree pattaniddrs who elsewhere in Bengal were 
known as t/}lf4kd^rs. Under the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act they became*ho could not be evicted at will. The 
rents paid by them became fixed, and they came to enjoy rights 
of inheritance and traifcfcr of land. Their rights to give land in 
pottani were not disturbed by the B.T, Act. 
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In other respects the land tenure system of Alipur Duars Sub* 
division differed very little from that of the Permanently Settled 
areas of Jalpaiguri. 

• The joted^rs in both the Permanently Settled estates and in 
the Government Khas Mahals in Alipur Duars Subdivision used 
to give most of their land patfani to chukanidars or mr/fandars, 
Ai first he {chnkaniddr) was not allowed, under the provisions 
of the joteddr's lease to sub-let the whole or any portion of his 
tenure in further patfani. although he was allowed to employ 
ddhidrs or share-croppers.* But in course of time, especially 
after the enactment of the Bengal Tenancy Act-by the provisions 
of which he became a rdiyat with heritable and tran.sferable 
interest in the holding, began to give portions of his land in 
pattani. B.T. Act recognized chukmvdw or mulanddrs as 
under*tenants who paid money rents to joteddrs. 

The chukdniddrs or mulanddrs used to parcel out portions of 
their land in pattanl to dar-chukoniddrs and dar-chuknniddrs 
again, in their turn, gave portions of their holdirtg in further 
pattani to dar-a-dar-chukaniddrs. 

At the base of the ladder were the ddhinrs or projas. They 
cultivated land immediately under a joieddr. chi^k^nidSr or 
derivative chukdnidar, but whatever the designation or status of 
the ddhtdr's immediate superior might be, he was known as the 
adhidr's “e/rf”. Half the produce of the land went to the g?>r 
and half to the ddhidr. The giri usually made an advance of 
seed or cash to the ddhlnr which was adjusted when the produce 
was divided. The ploughs and cattle .sometimes belonged to 
the g/ri and sometimes to the ddhidr. The legal status of the 
various classes of ddhidr was somewhat uncertain till the Board 
of Revenue passed orders that ddhjdrs, who are independent 
of their ^iris in Jhe matter of plou^s and cattle, were to be 
treated as tenants, irrespective of the length of time during 
which they had occupied the Ian us they cultivated 


In 1951 the various interests 

in land in 

the district 

'ye re 

distributed as follows*. : 

Class 

Area in 

Average Rent 


acres 

Rs. A 

P. 

Tenure-holders 

‘Rent-paying, fixed 

65.867 

0 11 

0 

- -D itto—enhance able 

3.92,159 

1 2 

7 


* Mitra (ed.) — census Went Benunl Dhtrict Cfnnuf Handbooks : 

Calcuiia 1955. p. xcvili. 
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• 

• 

Area in • 

Rs. 

A- 

P. 

Class 

acres 

Average Rent 

Rent-free 

15,623 



• 

4 

Raiyats at rtxed rents 

Settled raiyats on 

12-795 

f 

2 

n 

cash rents 

Settled raiyats on 

3,66.565 

2 

4 

11 

produce rents 

14.745 


- 


Occupancy-raiyats on 

• 




cash rents • 

211 

2 

6 

10 

Occupancy-raiyats on 
psoduce rents ^ 

Non-occupancy-raiyats on 

53 


— 


cash rents 

Kon-occupancy-raiyats on 

14,135 

2 

14 

I 

produce rents 

2.833 


- 


Rent-free 

Under-raiyats, 

3,402 


— 


cash paying 

Under-raiyats, 

58,617 

3 

9 

0 

produce payirig 

9,937 





Relations between the landlords and myats or the persons 
recognized as tenants by the Bengal Tenancy Act were cordial 
and more or less free from tension and strife. 

Strained relations jotedurs and chuk^nidflrs «n the 

one hand, and ^dhidrs on the other, developed due to non-legal 
and semi-customafy exactions the former made upon the Jatter. 
The situation was particu%ly bad in the estate of the descen¬ 
dants of Col- Hedayet Ali. There were many sharers and co- 
sharers of that estate. TSe share of each had dwindled down to 
very low levels and so to replenish their funds all the sharers 
were^ in the habit of making ^xhorbitant exactions from the 
ddhinrs. The effect of these exactions was The Tebhaga Move¬ 
ment of 1946-50. which led to the enactment of West Bengal 
Bargadars Act of 1950. for the amelioration of the condition of 
the croi>sharing tillers. The Tebhaga Movement spread Jo 
JaJpaiguri from ^the neijhbouring districts of Rangpur and 
Tn this movement ihc^ddhidrs demanded that 2/3 of 
shaie of produce should remain with the actual tWer with I /3 
going as rent lo the land-holder and that the land-holder should 
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be debarred from making illegal exactions from him. The 
1946»50 movement led to the legal recognition of occupancy right 
of crop-sharers and abolition of illegal exactions. 

During the settlement and survey operations of 1889-95, an 
attempt had been made to group the settled agriculturists among 
the Meches and Garos together, and give them a separate colony, 
for they were being exploited by their more intelligent neighbours 
and were in danger of losing their land. A Mech ’and Garo 
Colony was established in Alipur tehsil, east of the Torsa river 
and south of the road kading to Rajabhatkhaw a, 766 jotes 
covering an area of 90,593.66 acres or 30 sq. miles were set apart 
for the Colony. But not all members of the two communities 
* were settled, because a majority were nqf settled agriculturists. 
No special measures were, however, taken to^ ensure that the 
tract of the country should be kept reserved only for Meches and 
Garos. Ordinary leases were issued and there was nothing to 
prevent the jotedars from transferring their holdings. A special 
enquiry was made in *1907-08 and it was then found that there 
was not a single Garo in the Colony and more than half of the 
jotedars were outsiders, mainly Oraons. These Or Sons had 
initially been drafted from Bihar as labourers in tea gardens. 
After they had made some cash savings, mai^y of them pur¬ 
chased jotedari rights and settled down. In 766 iotes» there 
were only 218 Mech jotedars \ 177 Mech chukanidars and 219 
Mech cdhiars. 

Toto, a small Tibeto-Burman speaking autochthonous tribe 
lives jn Totopara, bounded on the nartli by Bhutan, on the 
east by the Torsa river and on the east and the south by the 
Titi forest. The whole jote containing 2,033 acres was settled 
in Mandali grant given' in the namq of the traditional headman 
or Man^l of the Totos for Rs. 120 per annum by the settle¬ 
ment of 1889-93. But the settlement* of 1906-16 changed it to 
a tax of Rs, 2 per adult male p#r annum. The lands in Toto¬ 
para are inalienable to non-Totps.^ 

The Santa Is were drawn into the district as tea garden 
labourers from Bihar, Orissa and western Bengal by labour 
contractors and by 1901 they numbered 10,857 in the district. 
The missionaries of the Church Missionary Society were very 
active among the Santals and Oraons who .had come as ’tea 
labourers- To make their position stronger among the immi- 
gr^t tribais, the Christian missionaries Iwd approached Sunders, 
the Settlement Officer who conducted the survey and settlement 
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pperalions of 1889-93. Mr. Sunders selected a piece of waste 
land in Mahakalguri tdluk in Alipur Duilrs Subdivision between 
the Gadadhar and the Raidak rivers. Eventually, the Churcli 
Missionary Society set up a Colony mainly for the Christian 
Santals on the 30 sq. miles of land the Government had settled 
with it In 1911, there were 1,500 Christian and 500 non- 
Christian Santals in the Colony. Every acre of available land ' 
was under cultivation. In 1953, the then Superintendent of 
Census Operations. A. Mitra found more Meches than Santals 
in the Colony, although the Colony was known as Santa! 
Colony. Land •in the Colony is inalienable to outsiders and/or 
non-tribals and all sub-transfers are subject to the approval of 
the Church Missionary Society. 


The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act of 1953 was passed, 
annualling all intermediary interests. Another piece of legis¬ 
lation, the West Bengal Land Reforms Act 1955 was also passed 
to follow up the West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act of 1953 
and to incorporate the West Bengal Bargadari Aa of 1950 with¬ 
in its purview. 


Land Reforms & 

PftlSENT SYSTEM 
OF LAND AND 
LAND REVENUE 
MANAGEMENT 


The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act of 1953 brought ail 
cultivators* into direct relationship with the State. According 
to the Act, the ex-intermediaries can retain up to 25 acres of 
agriculttiral and 15 acres of non-agricultural land in their 
possession for cultivation. These ceilings also apply to all 
tenants. The lands held in excess of these ceilings were vested 
in the State for distribution among landless laboiyers and 
cultivators having uneconomic holdings. The procedure for 
distribution of such lands has been laid down in the West Bengal 
Land Reforms Act 1955. The West Bengal Land T^eforms 
(Amendment) Act of 197l brought down the previous ceilings 
of 25 acres per individual in respect of agricultural land to a 
lesser area per family. The maximum is 7 standard hectares 
(about 20 bighas) and the minimum is 2.50 standard hectares, 
according to the number and nature of members of the family. 
There was a High Court case over this new ceiling. The case 
is sub'judice. 

• AocordiQg to the W. B-^EsUics Actjuisition Act and the W. B, i.and 
Reforms Act, apy person who cultivates his land (a) himself and/or 
(b) with the help of the members of his family, and/or {<) with the 
help of hired labourers under hi?^own supervision and/or (d) by parcel¬ 
ling out the* whole or pan of his holding among the bhrgSdSni/idhiars 
or crop sharers, is to be regarded as a cultivator. The cultivator need 
not necessarily be a tiller himself. 
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Alter the enactment of the West Bengal Estates Acquisitioji 
Act and tbe West Bengal Land Reforms*Act. a revisional survey 
and settlement operation was undertaken from the attestation 
$tfige to prepare a new record of rights. In preparing the record 
of rights of the revisional settlement operations, the Settlement 
Department, has been, from the very beginning of the operations, 
marking out the lands vested in the State. According to the 
Director of Land Records and Surveys, West Bengal, “it is not 
possible to say the exact total quantities of lands that vested 
(surplus of land held over th^ ceiling by the ex-intermediaries and 
tenants of all kind) before August 1967.‘ “Front August 1957 a 
new intensive drive was launched for recovery of lands held in 
btndmi or through clandestine transfer agd all other lands, 
vesting of which had been evaded so long.”* 

Tbe total amount of land, held by various ex-intermediaries 
and tenants over and above the originally stipulated ceilings, which 
was vested in the State in Alipur Duars Subdivision of Jalpaiguri, 
up till 31 March 1973, amounted to 39,288.45 acres. Regarding 
Jalpaiguri Sadar Subdivision, there is some discrepancy between 
the figures given by the Settlement Wing of the Land Revenue 
Department and the Management Wing of the same Department. 
According to the former 1,68.215.05 acre^ of land ^ere vested till 
31 March 1973. The latter Wing maintains that up to that date 
1.55,341.96 acres were vested.^ Of these, 8,324.50 acies (7,699.91 
acres in Sadar Subdivision and 624.59 acres in Alipur Duars Sub¬ 
division) were found unsuitable for cultivation.* Only a small frac¬ 
tion of the 1,71.018 holdings, spread'Over ^96 mauzas of the dis¬ 
trict, has so far been covered by the operation for the preparation 
of a new record of rights under the W.B.^.X. Act and the 
W.B.L.R. Act.^ 

Out of the cultivable land available for redistribution a total of 
only 51,004.53 acres could actually be redistributed up to 30 June 
1973. The remaining lands were under litigation, Out of this 
51,004.53 acres of land redistributed, 16.046.70 acres were bn 


‘ .-f Siotetneju of P'cUed Under Hengftl Eslate.'i AcqtfMtion Acf 

(up to June 10U9), Oi ret tor of Lind Records & Siirvoi?, west Bengal, 
1970, p. (i). ^ • 

2 ibid-, he. tit. • 

5 ()f6ce ol the Depulv C^oitfinissioner, JalpSigiiri, f'inal Year of the Fourth 
Plan, Jalpaiguri, 197$, p. S.^l. • 
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Kfiiyati settlement and 34,957.83 acres were .settled on the basis 
of one-year licence whic*h is renewable.’ • , 

For the purpose of collection of land revenue and cesses, the OigaiUzation 
district is divided Into 13 Circles. Seven of these Circles, nam^y. rcvemce 

Jalpaiguri Sadar. Rajganj, Maynaguri. Dhupguri. Mai. Matiali * , 

and Magrakata are in Jalpaiguri Sadar Subdivision, and six of • 

the Circles, namely. All pur Dufir I, .\!ipur Di’lr II. F-Hlakata, 

KalchjnL Madarihat and Kumargr.nm are in Alipur Duurs Sub- • 

division. Each Land Reforms Circle is headed by a Junior Land 

Reforms Officer. Above them there are two Senior Land 

Reform.? Officer! one for each Subdivision. The following table han't R^vnmc • 

gives the demand and collection of land revenue and cesses in 

the district for 1971J4. * 

STATEMENT OF DEMAND & COLl.F.CTION OF LAND REVENUE & 

C:ESSES in JAI.PAKirRl niST RIC r : 1071-74 


Year 


Total demand Total collection Collection as 
tnchiding arrear during the year percentage of 

demand 

Rs. Rs. 


ia?7 B.S. (I97U72) .^2,23,703.fi4 12,54,58.3.58 38.91 


078 B.S, (1972-73) .36,01,704.38 1 $,07,277.15 50.00 

1379 B.S. 41973-74) 38,87,295.85 10,13,341.51 26.07 

• 

The total number of holdings in the district, as on 31 May 1973. 
was 1,59,018 (1,09.347 in Jalpaiguri Sadar Subdivision and 49,671 
in Alipur Duars Subdiyisioi>). Of these 20.349 (17.211 in Sadar 
and 3,138 in Alipur Duars Subdivisions) were exempt from paying 
land revenue. R^t of the holdings numbering 44,803 (30,026 in 
Sadar and 14,777 in Alipur Duars) were revenue paying. * 

There is an Officer-in^Charge of Tea Garden Tonzl who is grarit 
responsible for the collection of revenue and cesses from the 189 
tea gardens in the district. * The figures below give collection 
from tea grants for 1972-73. 

Total collection of land revenue 
No. of gardens and cesses in 1972-73 

189 Rs. 22,19.431.76 

After the recent settlement and survey operations it was found 
that the fea gardens hach a surplu.s of 34,292.01 acres not uifder 
plantation. GovVnment look over these lands in possession. • 


« ibid., p. 254. 
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ForesU of Jalpaiguri district come under four Forest Divisions 
each under a Divisional Forest Officer. The Statement^ below 
gives a detailed account regarding revenue from the forests of 
thfe district. 


Name of the division 

Forest area of 

Average* annual 

Average annual 


(he district 
coining under 
the division 

income 

expenditure 


Sq. Km. 

Rs. 

' Rs. . 

Jalpaiguri Forest 

380 L 

45.00.000 

10,00,000 

Baikunihapur Forest 

275.29 

20,00.000 

40,000- 

Koch Bihar Forest 

N.A- *• 

N.A. 

5,00,000 

Buxfi Forest 

700 

50,00,000 

3,00,000 

Income from the forests, however, cannot be treated as revenue 

in the same sense as the proceeds of taxes, duties and fees. 


Agricultural Income Tax is levied, administered and collected 
by the State Government. The following table^ contains the 
collections in selected years. 

Year No. of assessees Collection made 


1960-dl 

1965-66 

1970-71 

1973-74 



Rs. 

2,633 

18,15,777.21 

2,768 

13,19,555.28 

2,357 

5,'65.129.65 

2,474 

11,70,392.52 


The Superintendent of Excise, Jalpaiguri helps the Deputy 
Commissioner in running the district administration insofar as the 
State Excise is concerned. State Excise Js levied on country 
spirit, gonja, and bh^ng, the consumptions of which were as 


follows: 


Year’ 

Country Spirit 

Gmjd 

Bhang 

1970-71 


(in 1^.) 

(in kg.) 

22,56,519.0 LPL* 

^ 502 

11 

1971-72 

18.03,967.0 ,. 

372 

11 

1972-73 

23,82,452.0 ^ 

572 

15 

1973-74 

3,78,868.0 ., 

58 

2 

(April & May only) 




I Source ; Deputy <^mmi»sioner. JalpSiguri, The Final Year of the Fourth 
« Plan, Jalpatgun, 2973. pp., 87-102^ 

(Note : •Average means, the average of the first four wars of the Fourth 
Five Year Kan 1969-74- 
••N.A.jneans not available.) ^ 

• Source*: Commissioiicr, Agricultural Income Tax. Weil Bengal 

• Ijondon Proof tiirc. ® * 
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following statement gives the collection of State Excise 
revenue for 1970-74.* * 


Year 

Collection 


Rs- 

1970-71 

1.55,79,116.00 

1971-72 

1.33.66.117.00 * 

1*972-73 

1.74.76.656,00 

‘ 1973-74 

24.64.305.00 

(April & May only) 

« 

« 

The Jalpaiguri Income 

Tax Circle collected the following 

amounts : 



Rs. 

1971-72 

45.46 lakhs 

1972-73 

47.37 ., 


The civil district of Jalpaiguri comes under the jurisdiction of 
three difTercm Ccjilial Excise Divisions ; the main source of duties 
are tea and tobacco. 

Jalpaiguri Central Excise Division is handed by an Assistant 
Collector/ fn 1973-74, the total collection from Central Excise 
was Rs. 1 >23.45.000 in Jalpmguri Central Excise Division. Yearly 
average cost of collection was roughly Rs. 6 lakhs.^ 

• 

• 4 

The most important sources of revenue for the State Govern¬ 
ment are the ComWercial Taxes or the taxes on sale or purchase 
of certain* commodities. The relevant taxation acts are Bengal 
Finance (Sales Tax) Act of 1941. Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Tax 
Act of 1941. West Bengal Sales Tax Act of 1954. Central Sales 
Tax Act of 1956 and West Bengal Paddy Purchase Sales Tax 
Act.of 1970. 

The civil district of Jalpaiguri comes under the jurisdiction of 
three different charges for the administration of Commercial 
Taxes. The whole of Alipur Duars Subdivision is under the 
Koch Bihar Charge. Rajganj police station area in Sadar Sub¬ 
division is'included in the Siliguri Charge which includes tfie 


* Source : Deputy Comn^ssioncr. Jalpaiguri, Final Year ol the .ourth 
Five Year Plan, Jalpaiguri, 1973. pp. 300-01. 

* Source: Assistant Collector, Central ^cise, Jalpaiguri Integrated Division. 


Income Tax 


Centrai. Excise 


Commercial 
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greater portion of Darjiling district. Jalpaiguri Sadar Subdiyi* 
sion. minus Rajgarij thana. comes undei the charge of the Com- 
merdal Tax Officer, Jalpaiguri. 

^ The following table gives the revenue proceeds of the taxes 
levied under different Acts and collected from the Jalpaiguri 


Charge. 


No. of 


Year 

Acts 

asscssees 

C-ol lection 




Rs, 

1955-56 

B.F.(S.T.) Act 1941 

836 

12,13,734.00 


B.M.S.ST. Act 1941 

18 . 

24.852.00 


W.B.S.T. Act 1954 

29 

6,48,142.00 

1960-61 

B.F.fS.T.) Act 1941 

966 

16,05,30^00 


B.B.S.T. Act 1954 

29 

34,762.00 


B.M.S.S.T. Act 1941 

51 

10,13,697.00 


C-S-T. Act 1956 

375 

1,96,037.00 

1965-66* 

B.F.1S-T.) Act 1941 

1062 

32,26,065.00 


W.B.S.T, Act 1954 

36 

1,44,951.00 


B.M.S.S.T. Act 1941 

57 

14,98.847.00 


CS-T. Act 1956 

546 

4,79.056.00 

1970-71 

B.F.fS.T.) Act 1941 

615 

15.10.144.00 


W.B.S.T. Act 1954 

15 

. *14.473.00 


B-M.S.S.T. Act 1941 

37 

11,49,922.00 


CS.T. Act 1956 

288 

7.48,285.00 


W.B.RP.S.T. Act (970 * 

J1 

82,586.00 

1973-74 

B.F. (S-T.) Act 1941 

740 . 

26,30.368.00 


W.B.S.T. Act J 954 

14 

J 2,197.00 


B.M.S.S.T. Act 1941 

* 38 

(3,26.891-00 


C,S.T. Act 1956 

.284 

6.69.752.00 


W.B.RP.S.T. Act 1970, 

11 

893-00 


The expenditure for collection of Commercial Taxes in this 
Charge in 1970-71 was Rs. 81.000 and in 1973-74 Rs. M 2.000. 


Motor vehicles are registered and driving licences arc granted 
by the Deputy Commissioner and Collector of the district under 

4 . 


C* including Siliguri Siibdivisiorkihen under Jalpaiguri 
charge). 
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*tjie Motor Vehicles Act. He also collects die registration and 
licence fees, and road t&x. 

As on 31 March 1973, there were 86 stage carriages. 534 
contract carriages (260 taxis and 274 buses), 1.908 private carriers, 
1,627 public carriers and 3,582 private cars and jeeps in the 
district. The collection from them in recent years was as follows:' 


1970-71 

. • • Rs. 

Driving licence fee 34.633.(XI 

Registration fee 2.52,445.00 

Road tax * 25,26,734.83 


1971-72 

Rs. 

34.830.00 
‘ 3.66.733.00 
26,05.278.82 


1972-73 

Rs 

44,675.20 

2,59.708.90 

29.95.113.69 


Another source oi revenue for the State Government is the fee 
on registration of documents. The Deputy Commissioner and 
Collector of the district is the ex-ojjicio District Registrar, He 
is assisted by a District Sub-Registrar, three Joint Sub-Registrars 
and two Sub-Registrars. The following table gives the volume 
of work, income and expenditure in the Registration offices of 
the district. 

SIAIICMB-Nl O.N KKGIS I KA I ION IN | \1 I'.AK. I'RI lUSIRK.I. 1071-72 


« 

Name of the Registration 



No. of 
documents 

Wills only 

Receipts 

Fx pend 1 til re 

Including 

registered 

office A year 

Rs. 

Rs. 

registered 


Sadar Registration Office 

. ^ 



• 

1971 

65,957.50 

88,710.53 

6,671 

* 10 

1972 

61,282.63 

89,931.43 

6,188 

15 

Sadar Joint S.R. Office 





1971 

42,935.00 

26.9785)0 

5.790 

• 2 

1972 

41.909.50 

27,8.31.00 

5.671 

T 

Maynaguri S.R Office 

• 


« 


1971 

6S.4I6.18 

33.155.98 

8,191 

6 

1972 

54,943.00 

34,923.98 

7,000 

4 

Alipur Doar S.R, Office 





* 1971 

83,342.00 

• 39,491.41 

8,504 

4 

1972 

71,427.00 

37,090.99 

7,806 

1 

Falakata S.R. Office 


1 



1971 

41,451.00 

29,760.73 

4.456 

2 

1972 

.38,361.00 

32,573.55 

4,388 

] 

Dhupguri ^R. Office 

54,^63.00 



« 

1971 

35,447.05 

6,587 


1972 

56,537.50 

48,588.95^ 

7,108 

3 

‘ Deputy Commissioner, 

'lalpaigui'l 

: Pinol Year 

of the Fourth 

Ffiie Yror 

Plan. Jalpaiguri, 1975. 

p. 18fi. 
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. CHAPTER XII 


INCIOEVCE 

.OF Crime 


LAW, ORDER AND JUSTICE 

At the beginning of this century dacoiiy was quite common in 
the district and was committed by gangs who carried on their 
depredations mostly from across the border. The modus 
operand! of such dacoilies and the way they were -tackled .have 
been described in the last gazetteer as follows:' The criminal 
work of the district is not heavy, but owing to its position on 
the frontier, dacoities ate not uncommon ; these 'are mostly the 
work of Nepalese and Bhutias. who live across the border, but 
others are committed by Meches whose homes are within the 
district and who trust to be able to escape into Bhutan if sus¬ 
picion falls on them- Successful attempts have been made in recent 
years to break up the gangs of dacoits and bring their members 
to justice. The most dangerous gang used to work in Nepal and 
in the Darjiling and Jalpaiguri districts; its leader. Balibant 
Mangar. was a citizen of Nepal, who had received a long 
sentence, for dacoity with murder in his own country, but had 
contrived to e.scape. After many attempts the Jalpaiguri police 
succeeded in arresting him and he was convicted for bad liveli¬ 
hood ; he was subsequently handed over to the Nepal authorities 
who applied for his extradition. This arrest broke up the gang 
for the time being; but Balibant’s nephew. Jaman Singh Mangar. 
soon collected another gang and began to commit dacoilies along 
the bordw of the district; he was hunted -out of Jalpaiguri by 
the police and entered Nepal where he and most of his followers 
were arrested ; the few who escaped at the time have nearly all 
been run down since by the combined efforts of the Nepal autho¬ 
rities and the Darjiling and Jalpaiguri ^police. Urjan Ghurti. 
who was the last of the dacoits to remain at large, was arrested 
in the Alipur Duars subdivision in Xugust 1908. Another gang 
which gave considerable trouble was- composed of Bhutias who 
committed a number of dacoities along the frontier: its members 
have been recently arrested and convicted in Bhutan. Thirty- 
three crimes, mostly dacoities and burglaries, were traced to a 
gan^ which consisted of Meches and ^Garos with one local 
Muhammedan; convictions were obtained in 2a cases and 12 

• ^ • 

I T Gruninfj_ East Bengal and Assam Disfrict Cazetteers : Jalpaiguri, 

AlUhabad, 19U. p- 152. 
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mombers of the gang were afterwards prosecufed in a gang case 
under section 401 of the Indian Penal Code and were convicted. 
Another gang of Meches committed a dacoity in the Tondu 
village; the offenders, one of whom had absconded and gone its 
Bhutan, were arrested and sentenced to terms in imprisonment 
varying from five to eight years.^ 

The table below shows that most of the crimes committed in 
the district recorded a sharp rise during the period 1961-71.’* 


Year 

Dacoity 

Burglary 

Cattle 

theft 

• 

Ordinary 

theft 

Murder 

Sex 

crimes 

1961 

33 

540 

42 

651 

36 

16 

1962 

37 • 

544 

57 

769 

37 

23 

1963 

37 

685 

77 

804 

48 

19 

1964 

17 

422 

46 

761 

42 

14 

1965 

25 

408 

44 

720 

26 

23 

1966 

22 

390 

92 

658 

36 

17 

1967 

30 

395 

82 

752 

41 

53 

[968 

34 • 

435 

53 

873 

43 

42 

1969 

• 95 

626 

64 

997 

38 ^ 

74 

1970 

128 

638 

— 

1,421 

_ 


1971 

142 

791 

• 


1,659 

— 

— 


The increased participation of the stale in the matter of pro- Enforcement 
duction, transportation and distribution of foodstuffs and other 
essential commodities led to the promudgation of a new tel of 
laws during the last two de'eades or so which, of course, do not 
fall within the main crime statute, the Indian'Penal Code, but 
their infringement is no less^ significant to the society. The 
figures of this new type of offences in the district during 1967. 

1968 and 1969 were 519, 60% and 748 respectively as against 
17,843. 14,572 and 7,408 in the State during the same period. 


The following table gives the relevant figures of cognizable Pro«cution, and 
cases reported, prosecuted.and convicted during the period 196-7- convictions 


> - - w 

* loc. cit. 

* Source:^ D.I.G., C.I.D., West Bimgal amt S.P., Jalpaiguri. 
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l•A<'ise offcm e 

I. 


Okc.amsatios 
or THK Poi jcr 
Fokcf, 


Present Police 
|K rsoiinel 



No. of cases 

No. of cases 

No. of cases 

Year 

reported 

proseclited 

convicted 

1967 

2,235 

1,679 

335 

1968 

2,507 

U947 

281 

1969 

3,271 

2.397 

153 


The table in Appendix A indicates excise offences committed in 
different police stations during the years 1968-69 and 1972-73. 

The Jalpaiguri district police force is headed by-the So peri n ten- 
dent of Police. He is assisted by one Additional Superintendent 
and four Deputy Superintendents. There are 13 Inspectors. 109 
Sub-Inspectors. 85 Assistant Sub-Inspectors. 1 Jemadar. 79 Head 
Constables, 32 Naiks and 1,023 Constables. Of the Inspectors, 
rwo are in independent charge of the police stations at Sadar and 
Alipur Duar, one is in charge of the Sadar circle comprising the 
police stations of Ramgan]. Mai and Matiali, one is in charge of 
the Maynagurl circle covering the police stations of Maynaguri, 
Dhupguri and Nagrakata and one is in charge of the Alipur 
Duar circle comprLsing the police stations of Kalchini. Madfirihat, 
Falakata and Kumaigram. 

TTie other police per9onnel of the district are distributed as 


follows r 

Unarmed 

Branch 

Ins¬ 
pectors S-I. 

A.S.l. 

Jama- 

dnr 

Head 

cons¬ 

tables 

Naiks 

Cons¬ 

tables 

Police Stations 

— 

49 

44 

1 

13 

_ 

332 

Circles 


— 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

Court Police 

1 

6 

? 

-k- 

1 

— 

21 

D.T.B. 

2 

17 

25 




89 

D.EB 

1 

12 

I 


- - 

. 

16 

District 

Miscellaneous 

2 

13 

3 

• 

10 

* 

48 

Casualty Reserve 

— 

5 

— 

'— 


_ 

60 

Armed Branch 
D istrict Armed 
Police 

2 

4 

* V 


5 

23 

331 

Sadar Subdivision 
(including treasury 
police) 





2 

1 

9 

Alipur Duars Sub¬ 
division (including 
treasury police) 

- 

3 

- 


18 ' 

8 

46 

Casualty Reserve 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


66 
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• 

Resides the regular police force, there are sepii-official organiza¬ 
tions with analogous objectives like the Home Guards, National 
Volunteer Force, etc., the personnel of which are recruited from 
the local people who volunteer their services on a part time basiS? 
Tlie present strength of Home Guards is 2,172 (urban 165 and 
rural 2,007). 

An inslitution not within the immediate ambit of the regular 
pi>lice force is seen working in the rural areas where tlic local 
self-governing bodies like the Union ^oards of the past and the 
Village Panchayajs of the present mainlaln a wing of the rural 
police through such personnel as the Dafadars and Chowkidars. 
There were 98 Dafadars and 643 Chowkidars in the district during 
1968-69. 

Village Resijftance Groups act as self-help organisations for 
guarding the properties of the rural communities against dacoities 
and burglaries mainly, They are fostered and assisted by the 
police administration. The number of such Resistance Groups 
In the district was 920 comprising 27,589 members in 1973. 

The difitricc has a district jail at Jalpaigun established in 1883 
and a sub-jail at Alipur Duar. In the district jail, there is a whole¬ 
time Superintendent in charge, 1 Jailor, 1 Deputy Jailor, 3 Clerks. 
I Medici Officer and I Compounder. Besides, there are the 
Watch and Ward staff consisting of 3 Head Warders and 43 
Warders. 

There was a total of *754 cbnvicts (male 734 and femalt> 20) in 
the district jail during 1972 of whom 663 (male 643 and female 
20) were discharged and 91 remained at the close of the year. 
The average daily numbe; of prisoners was 69.03 males and 
9.90 females. 

The following table gives die classification of the convicts in 
lhe,district jail according to different age-groups. 


Age-groups 

Male 

Female 

Up to 16 years 

18 

_ 

From 16 to 21 years 

205 

3 

From 22 to 30 years 

250 

6 

From 31 to 40 years 

7cr 

5 

From-41 to 60 years 

91 

' 4 

Above 60 years 

5 
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The classification of prisoners according to their prison terms 
in the district Jail at Jalpaiguri for the year 1972 is as follows : 


Prison terms 

Male 

Female 

Up to I month 

19 

_ 

From 1 month to 3 months 

28 

— 

From 3 months to 6 months 

18 

— 

From 6 months to 1 year 

3 

— 

From 1 year to 2-years 

5 

— 

From 5 years to 10 years 

11 

— 

Over 10 years 

3 

— 

For life 

1 



The average number sentenced lo labour in this jail during 
1972 was 63-44- The total credits from jail manufactures 
amounted Rs. 4,179.95 and total debits to Rs. 3.852.76. 

Only 6 minor offences were committed by the prisoners of 
Jalpaiguri Jail during 1972. 

A teacher is Attached to (he district jail for imparting educa¬ 
tion to the prisoners. There is a library for their use. 

The Bhutan Duars Act, (Act XVI of 1869) excluded the juris¬ 
diction of ordinary civil courts from suits relating lo land in the 
Bhutan Duars. The old Rent Law (Act X of 1859) was in 
force in the Regulation portion of the district. Under this Act 
Deputy' Collectors had jurisdiction'to try rent suits of all types 
and under the provisions of the Bhutan Duars Act all suits rela¬ 
ting to immovable property, revenue and rent* were tried by the 
Deputy Collectors specially empowered by the Government. The 
Code of Civil Procedure was extended to the Jalpaiguri district 
in 1882, but did not come into effect in the Western Du^s or 
Bhutan Duars until after the repeal of Act XVI of 1869 by 
Act VII of 1895. After the passage of the latter Act the Code 
of Civil Procedure was in operation throughout the district. 

By the Regulation of 1829, a new set of higher officers, called 
the Commissioners of Revenue and Circuit, was constituted 
throughout the Presidency of Bengal. When the district of 
Jalpniguri was placed under the Commissioner of Koch Bihar in 
1869, he was vested'with the powers of a Civil and Sessions 
Judge. He was authorised to exercise -judicial,' appellate and 
controlling authority in the civil and criminal departments accord- 
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ing to the laws in force. In 1872, the Deputy Commissioner of 
Jalpaiguri was vested with the powers of a Subordinate Judge. 
In 1875, a Joint Sessions Judge was appointed for Jalpaiguri to 
assist the Commissioner in the discharge of his judicial functions. 
He was invested, in accordance with the provisions of Act VI of 
1871, with the powers of a District Judge within these two dis» 
tricts. In 1879, the Jalpaiguri district was included within the 
jurisdiotions pf the District and Sessions Judge and the Sub¬ 
ordinate Judge of Rangpur. The Divisional Commissioner ceased 
to act as a Civil Judge and the pow^r of the Deputy Commissioner 
as ■a Subordinate Judge was also withdrawn, The latter was re¬ 
invested with the power of Subordinate Judge in 1881 when the 
Sub-Judge of Rangpur ceased to act as the Subordinate Judge 
for this district. In 1890, the Deputy Commissioner was again 
divested of tfie power of a Subordinate Judge. The Sub-Judge 
of Dinajpur was authorised to hold periodical sittings at Jalpaiguri 
for disposal of the work of the Sub-Judge's Court of that station. 
In 1896, the Subdivisional Officer of Alipur Duars was vested with 
the powers of a Munsif within the subdivision. The Jalpaiguri 
district was included within the local limits of the jurisdiction of 
the Court of the District and Sessions Judge of Dinajpur in 1906. 
Sittings were held either at Jalpaiguri or at Dinajpur at the dis¬ 
cretion of the District and Sessions Judge. This arrangement 
continiftd Jill Independence in 1947, when the four districts of 
Darjiling, Jalpaiguri, Maldah and West Dinajpur were placed 
under one judgeship with headquarters at Jalpaiguri. In the same 
year one Subordinate Judge was appointed for Jalpaiguri and 
West Dinajpur. He was authorised to hold sittings either at 
Jalpaiguri or af Balurghat. The judgeship for four districts was 
split up into two judgeships in April 1956, namely, the judgeship 
for Jalpaiguri-Darjiling with headquarters at Jalpaiguri and the 
judgeship for Maid ah-West Dinajpur with headquarters at Maldah. 
In 1960, an Additional District and Sessions Judge was appointed 
aj Jalpaiguri. In the same year the power of the Subdivisional 
Officer as ex-officio Munsif of Alipur Duiirs Subdivision was with¬ 
drawn and a Munsif was appointed for this subdivision. In 1968, 
the West Bengal Separation of .Tudicial and Executive Functions 
Act was passed- The Act classified Magistrates into two classes, 
namely. Tl) Judicial Magistrates who are appointed in consulta¬ 
tion with the High Court and (2) Executive Magistrates who are 
appointed without su^h consultation. The former deals primarily 
with cognizance, investigation, inquiry into and trial of any 
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offence under the Indian Penal Code or under any other local cv 
special law, while the latter is mainly coWrned with prevention 
of offences and other executive and administrative functions. 
The functions of the Magistrates were separated by amending 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898. The separation was given 
effect xci in this district from 19 November 1971. 

C M 111 SCI iijj ' The present set-up for the administration of Civil Justice 
consists of the District and Sessions Judge at the head (for both 
the districts of Jalpaiguri and Darjiling), an Additional District 
and Ses.sjon5 Judge (also for-both the districts), a Sub-Judge and 
a Miinsif at Jalpaiguri and another at Alipur Difir. 

The work load for 1972 of , the courts exercising civil juris¬ 
diction will appear from the following table. * 


Details of 

No. of suits instituted 

• 

No. of suits disposed of 

No. of 
suits 

C'oiirts 

Money 

Title 

TotfJ 

Money 

Title 

Total 

pending 

Total 

District Judge 


12 

12 

— 

13 

13 

17* 

Addl- District 
Judge 

.. 


— 

— 

— 

— 

1* 

Sub-Judge 

Jalpaiguri 


21 

54 

23 

122 

' 145 

168 

Munsif, 

Jalpaiguri 

114 

147 

261 

39 

247 

286 

« 

912 

M unsif. 

Alipur Dual 

77 

102 

179 

53 

4 

67 

120 

236 

The following table gives the number of the S.C.C. suits insti 


tilted, disposed of and pending in different courts of the district 
at the close of 1972. 



No. of 

No. of 

No. of S.C.C. 

Details 

S.C.C. suits 

S?C.C. suits 

suits left 

of courts 

instituted - 

disposed of 

pending 

Sub-Judge, 

. 



Jalpaiguri 

Munsif, 

61 

5S 

S8 

Jalpaiguri 

36 

33 

142 

Munsif. 



. 

Alipur Duar 

12 

6 • 

13 


• Figures relate to ilie districts of Darjiling and Jalpaigciii which 

are under one District Judge, 
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. Besides the District and Sessions Judge (for both the districts 
of Darjiling and Jalpaignri), 1 Additional District and Sessions 
Judge (for both the districts of Jalpaiguri and Darjiling) and 
1 Assistant Sessions Judge, there are two Subdivisional Judicial 
Magistrates, one each for Jalpaiguri and Alipur Duars. and four 
Judicial Magistrates (with first class powers) two each for Jalpai¬ 
guri and Alipur Duars. One of the Judicial Magistrates at Alipur 
Duars also exercises civil powers. The Judicial Magistrates try 
criminal cases* in the district of Jalpaiguri under the provisions 
of the West Bengal Separation of Judicial and Executive Functions 
Act. 1968 alon^ with the Executive Magistrates whose jurisdic¬ 
tion has been l^d down by the said Acl. 

The table in Appdcndix B gives the results of trials of criminal 
cases in different courts of Judicial Magistrates during 1972. 

The table ia Appendix B gives the results of trials of criminal 
courts of sessions of the district. 


Court of 

No. of 

No. of 

Dis- 

Convic¬ 

Died. 

No. of 

No. of 

Sessions 

offences 

persons chaise/ 

ted 

escaped persons 

cases 


reported 

under 

acquitted 


or trans¬ 

remain¬ 

disposed 



trial 



ferred 

ing 

of 






to other 

under 

during 






State 

trial at 

the year 







the end 








of the 


» 






year 


Assistant 








Sessions Judge 

66 

241 

106 

18 

— 

117 

37 

Additional 








Sessions Judge 

25 

)45 

2 

6 

— 

137 ' 

2 

Sessions Judge 

55 

149 

28 

12 

1 

108 

22 

Total: 

147 

535- 

136 

36 

1 

362 

61 


There are two Bar Associations, one of pleaders and the other 
of mukhtears. both at Jalpaiguri and Alipur Duars. 

• • 

The Probation of Offenders Act, 1958 (Act 20 of 1958) was 
extended to the District of Jalpaiguri on 9 January 1975 and on 
the same date a Probation Officer joined there. 

The Act provides for non-institutional treatment for juvenile 
as well as aduh offenders who have committed offences punish- 


• Source: ChTef Probafion Officer. Bengal. 
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able other than with death or imprisonment for life and any Court,, 
within the limit of oases triable by it. is ^empowered to deal with 
offenders under this Act. The Act intends to reform and rehabi¬ 
litate offenders through the supervision and guidance of a Pro¬ 
bation Officer. 

There is a special provision under sec. 6 of the Act imposing 
restriction on imprisonment of offenders under 21 years of age 
according to which : 

(1) The Court shall call for a report from the Probation 

Officer and consider that report before sentencing any such 
offender to imprisonment; and , 

(2) The Court shall record its reasons for* sentencing any 

such offender to imprisonment instead of releasing him on 
probation. • 

But there is no special provision exclusively for the juvenile, 
that is, an offender under 18 years of age, 

The present Probation Officer is in charge of the whole district 
and he serves the need of all the criminal courts of the district. 

The Deputy Commissioner. Jalpaiguri is the local controlling 
authority of the Probation Officer, who has his office in the 
Collectorate. The Probation Officer, and his orderly peon, 
constitute the administrative set-up of the district, the depart¬ 
mental control being of the Inspector-General of 'Prisons. West 
Bengal exercised through the Chief Probation Office,**. West 
Bengal. 

No. of juveniles, adolescents and adult offenders dealt with 
under the Act in the year 1976, were—-below 18 years (Juvenile) 
— 16 ; h8 to below 21 years (Adolescent)-^9 ; and 21 years and 
above (Adult) — 16. «« 



No. of cases'detected No. of cases convicted No. of cases compounded No. of cases filed 


I 
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CHAPTER XIII 


OTHER DEPARTMENTS 

% 

There is an Additional Chief Engineer of the Public Works 
Department in the district headquarters. Under him there is a 
Superintending Engineer of the Northern Bengal Circle*who is 
assisted* by t^iree Executive Engineers who in their turn are 
respectively in charge of Jalpaiguri Division. Nagrakata Construc¬ 
tion Division and Jalpaiguri Construction Division. They are in 
their turn helped by Assistant Engineers and Sutt^Assistant 
Engineers. There is also a Superintending Engineer of North 
Bejtgal Construction Circle. * 

Under the Additional Chief Engineer, there is the Superintend¬ 
ing Engineer, North Bengal Construction Circle II who is assisted 
by two Executive Engineers who in their turn hold charges of 
the Alipur Duar Construction Division and the Torsi Bridge 
Construction Division. These officers frame necessary estimates 
for construction and maintenance works. They also maintain old 
roads and construct new roads, bridges, National Highways, 
Stateways. etc. The Alipur Duar Construction Division has built 
the Primary Health Centre at Jasodahga, The Jalpaiguri Division 
has constructed additional blocks in the Jalpaiguri district hospital 
to provffie accommodation for 150 additional permanent beds.* 

There is a Joint Director of Agriculture at the district head¬ 
quarters who is in cl^arge of the North Bengal districts. The 
agricultural activities of the district are looked after by a District 
Agricultural Officer who is assisted by an Agronomist and 
ex'offjch Additional Agricultural Officer and Subject ’ Matter 
Specialist. The work is spread over the 13 development blocks 
where the work is executed through the block Development 
Officers. A BDO is assisted djy an Agricultural Extension Officer 
apji an Assistant Agricultural Extension Officer and two or three 
other field officers. There are also three Assistant Managers in 
different agricultural farms. The District Agricultural Officer 
depends on his Directorate for all necessary allotment of funds 
and sanctions of schemes. The Deputy Commissioner of the 
district allots funds for cattle purchase loan, fertilizer loan. Stc. 
to the BDO dfrect. In addition to small irrigation schemes, 

__ • 

* Deputy CJornmissioner, Jalpaiguri — 197) : Final of the* Fourth 
Five Year-Plan, JalpSiguri, 1973, pp. 177. 
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fertili/ers and seeds distribution, programme of higb-yielding jute • 
and paddy, the depiJnmenl hab been en^ged in the distributiort 
of coconut and arecanut seedlings and sugarcane development 
wprk. 

'the Executive Engineer. Agriculture (Irrigation), stationed at 
Jalpaiguri, holds charge of work for three districts, namely, 
Jalpalguri, Koch Bihar and Darjiling. He is assisted by the 
Assistant Engineer (Agriculture^Irrigation). Jalpaiguri. ,At the 
beginning of the fourth Five-year Plan this wlng'insulled and 
energized 33 deep tube-wells.^ It also constructed six block seed 
farms and 39 seed stores. Its normal work is *e running and 
maintaining of all deep tube-wells. 

.The Executive Engineer, Agriculture (Mechanical). Jalp^uri 
Division stationed at Jalpaiguri has jurisdiction over Jalpaiguri, 
Koch Bihar and C^rjiling districts. An Assistant Engineer. 
Agriculture (Mech.) looks after the work of this district. There 
are six River Lift Irrigation Schemes functioning in the district. 
The Assistant Engineer looks after the operation, repairs and 
maintenance of these diesel-driven pump-sets. The construction 
wark at the site for laying pipeline, construction of staff qua hers 
and pump houses are done under the direct supervision of the 
Assistant Engineer. He also maintains and repairs tne tractors 
of the Mohitnagar State Seed Farm, 

A District Agricultural Marketing Officer is stationed at 
Jalpaiguri. He is assisted by a Subdivisional Agricultural 
Marketing Officer stationed at the headquarters, who in turn is 
assisted by three market reporter^, one each at Jalpaiguri, 
Dhupgun and Belakoba. There is another Subdivisional Agri¬ 
cultural Officer at Alipur Duar who is assisted, by two market 
reporters stationed at Alipur Duar and Falakata. There is also 
a Jute Grading Assessor. The DAMO is assisted by a Jute 
Field Officer and an Inspector. Fruit and Vegetable Preservation 
schemes. The activities of the department include marketing 
survey, provision of movement facilities by removing the trans¬ 
port bottle-necks, marketing extension service, dehydration of 
fruits and vegetables. The department regulates markets under 
the West Bengal Market Regulation Act. 1972, provides loans 
for development of markets, looks after warehouses under the 
Went Bengal Warehouse Act, 1963 supervises coal storages under 
the West Bengal Coal Storage (Licensing and Regulation) Act, 
1966 and performs market news service. It a^so helps in rehabilita¬ 
tion of Toio families practising shifting cultivation at Totopara. 
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• It helps the Totos to get reasonable prices for their marketable 
surplus of oranges, bamboos and betel nuts? 

There is a District Veterinary Officer in the district town, yc Ammal husban- 
controls the seven Veterinary Assistant Surgeons posted in the 
Development Blocks at Jaipaiguri, Maynaguri, Dhupguri, Rajganj, 

Mai, Matiali and Nagrakata. He controls two Additional Veleri- . 
nary Assistagt Surgeons posted at Maynaguri and Dhupguri 
Blocks. 

The District Veterinary Officer also the District Supervising 
Authority of tlv Slate Veterinary Hospital at Jalpaiguri and of 
the Mobile Ambulatory Clinic Van at Jalpaiguri. He controls 
IQ Veterinary Aid Centres located in different Blocks. He is 
responsible for the welfare, treatment and prevention of diseases 
of animals of the district. He checks up sudden outbreaks of 
epidemic diseases among the animals in his area. 

There is a Veterinary Pathologist for investigation and con¬ 
firmation of contagious, infectious and parasitic diseases requir¬ 
ing prompt action. 

A Veterinary Field Assistant is attached to each of the 10 
Veterinary Aid Centres where they give first aid to ailing animals 
and birds and-vaccinate the animals and birds against contagious 
diseases^in the areas. 

There is a Senior Veterinary Surgeon called Elephant Specialist 
who investigates elephant diseases and treats them. 

There is a District Live-stock Officer in the district headquarters Livestock 
who looks after the welfare of the live-stock, The district has 
about 4,65, J 62 vattle out of which only 1,55,102 are breeding 
cows. Of these breeding cows, a small fraction, that 'is, less 
than 0.1%' has been brought under the Cattle Development 
Programme in three bldcks, namely, Maynaguri, Dhupguri and 
Fllakata through the systeiti of natural breeding by improved 
bulls. The department disyibpted 50 boars under the Piggery 
Development scheme to the farmers of Alipur Du Sr I and II, 

Dhupguri and Maynaguri development blocks. 

There is a Superintendent in the Stale Poultry Farm at Mohit- I’ouluy 
nagar. The State Goyernmeni has established one Poultry 
Multiplication Centre at Mohitnagar and one Poultry Extension ^ ' 

Centre at MaynaguriThe activities of the poultry farm may be 
seen in the table follows: 
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Cottage akd 
&HJLL Scale 
(industries 

Indusines 


PERFORMANCE OF THE STATE POULTRY FARM, MOHITNAGAR: • 
• 1967-75 * 



1967-68 

1972.73 

>Cverage No. of layers maintained 

714 

1,245 

Average No. of birds mamtained 



(other than layers) 

4,488 

1,148 

Total No. of eggs produced 

1.20,974 

1,71,895 

Total No. of eggs set in the farm 

38,362 ' 

47.040 

Total No. of eggs sold for table 



purpose 

80,175 

1,19,958 

Total No. of eggs sold for hatching 



purpose 

2,433 

3,512 

Total No. of chicks produced 

27,504 

19,075 • 

Total No. of chicks sold for breeding 

15,815 . 

15,473 


Total expenditure Rs. 1.03,910.93 Rs. 1.28.229.22 

Total receipts Rs. 58,034.50 Rs. 69,095.12 


The Sadar Subdivision ol’ Jalpaiguri district is under the 
administrative control of the District Fishery Officer. Darjiling 
at Siliguri. One Assistant Fishery Officer is the executive officer 
for execution of different departmental schemes within the sub¬ 
division. The Allpur Duars Subdivision is under the administra¬ 
tive control of the District Fishery Officer, Koch Bih^r. The 
Superintendent of Fisheries for the development ‘of Derelict 
Fisheries Scheme. Siliguri, is in overall charge of Darjiling, 
Jalpaiguri and Koch Bihar districts^ to look after the derelict 
fisheries^ There is a Block Fishery Advisbry Committee in each 
Block. a 

Ad amount of Rs. 750 generally is advanced by the Department 
per bigha of water area to the person who solely possesses the 
area, for partial reclamation and cultural cost for a period of 
eleven years only. The fishermen who are in need of assistance 
for purchase of yam, making boats and other fishing implements 
may get assistance by way of loans* A departmental fish farm 
has also started at Maharaj Dighi for production and sale of 
edible fish. Anglers are allowed there during the angling season. 

There is a District Industrial Officer stationed at the district 
hea'dquarters who is in overall charge in respect of thfe Cottage 
and Small Scale Industries programme excluding handloom and 
sericulture. Two Extension Officers (Industries) assist the District 
Industrial Officer and are also entrusted with the departmental 
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Cvork for Mai and Matiali development blocks. There are also 
Field Officers of the department, one each for Talpaigurl, Rajganj, 
Mayn^guri, Dhupgun, Nagrakata, Falakata, Madarihat, Kalchini, 
Alipur Duar I and II and Kumargram blocks. 

The Superintendent of Sericulture at Matigara fSiliguri) looks 
after sericulture including ericulture of the district, Ericulture is 
mainly found in Kumargram, Alipur Duar II and KalchinI 
development blocks. 

The forest areas of the district, are looked after by four 
Divisional Forest Officers- The DFO, Jalpaiguri Forest Division, 
has his office at Jalpaiguri. The Division generally produces big 
SW timber suitable for construction work. Every year it fel);> 
about 300 hectares of reserved forests area and plants it in the 
next financial year when an equivalent area is felled again. The 
proces.s would so continue till all the old forests are covered. 
The Division gives an average revenue of Rs, 45 lakhs a year. 

The forests of Baikunihapur Division are situated in Rajganj 
and Mai police stations. There are five Ranges in this Division, 
namely, Bel;lkoba. Amhari. Sarugarah. 7th Mile and Apalchand. 
The Divisional Forest Officer in charge of these Ranges of this 
district is assisted by one Assistant Forest Officer, six Fore.st 
Rangers, twenty-seven Deputy Rangers/Fore.slers and a ho.st of 
other staff,. The annual revenue of this Division is about 
Rs. 20 lakhs. 

The activities ot Koch Bihar Forest Division in this district is 
confined to Chil'ipita. Nilpara, Madarihat and JaldaparH Wild 
Life Sanctuary Ranges within the Alipur Duars Subdivision. The 
Divisional Forest “Officer. Koch Bihar is in overall charge of lhe.se 
Ranges.. In Chilapata Range, there are four Beats and-Camps 
named Chilapata, Bania, Mendabari and Kodal Basil. In Nilpara 
Range the Beats and Camps are named Nilpara. Godamdabri, 
Bhutri and Dalsingpara. Tiie Madarihat Range has five Beals 
and Camps, namely. North Khairbari, Lankapara, Dumchi, 
South Khairbari and Holla pa nC In the Jaldapara Range, there 
arc eleven Beats and Camps, namely. Hollong, Shishumara, 
Moiradaiiga, Jaldapara. Salkumar, Bengdaki. Khowchaydpara, 
Manikarje Ghat Camp, Daidaighat Camp, Northwest Corner Beat 
and Northeast Corner Beat. 

Special Camps have been established wkhin Jaldapara Sanctuary 
to prevent poaching, The Division maintains three elephants to 
take the tourists around Jaldapara Sanctuary. It has a’ tourist 




Sericulture 


Forest 

|a(paigurs Forest 
Division 


Baikiiiiiha^ur 
l'orc',1 Divisitm, 
Siliguri 


Koch Bihar 

Forest 

Division 



234 


MLPAI6URI 


Ruxa FoicU 
Division • 


Labour 


lodge at Ho I long. The construction of a tourist lodge at Mndari* 
hat is also in progress under this Divlwon, 

The Buxa Forest Division is in Alipur Duars Subdivision. A 
Divisional Forest Officer is in charge of this Division. Every 
year this Division tells about 400 hectares of forest area 
and the area so felled is planted and maintained at a cost of 
about Rs. 3 lakhs. The total revenue of the Division during 
1972-73 was Rs. 33.48.600. 

The Labour Directorate has one Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
four Labour Officers and "two Minimum Wa^es Inspectors in 
the district. The Assistant Labour Commissioner is in overall 
charge of the district in connexion with the administration of 
labour laws. Two Labour Officers having their headquarters at 
Jalpaiguri and Alipur Duar are in charge of enforcement of the 
Plantations Labour Act, 1951 and rules framed thereunder. One 
of the two other Labour Officers who is in charge of the imple¬ 
mentation of the Payment of Bonus Act. 1965 is posted at 
Jalpaiguri and the other Labour Officer having his headquarters 
at Biipara look^ aflei the conciliation wuck of the icgion. lu 
addition to this, the Labour Officer (Plantations) having his 
headquarters at Siliguri in Darjiling district enforces the Plan¬ 
tations Labour Act in respect of eleven tea gardens under 
Jalpaiguri district- Out of the two Minimum Wages Inspectors, 
one is posted at Jalpaiguri and the other at Birpara. They look 
after the enforcement of the Minimum Wages Act, 1948. The 
Act covers industries like Bidi, Ctiaki mills. Rice mills. Oil 
mills. Hour mills. Printing Press, Cinema, Tailoring shops. 
Public Motor Transport. Slone breaking and crumbing. Agriculture. 
Leather, manufacture. Road construction and Building Operation. 
The following labour laws are administered in the district : 
(1) Industrial Disputes Act. 1947; (2) Plantations Labour Act, 
1951: (3) Payment of Bonus Act, 1945: (4) Minimum Wages Act, 
1948; (5) Payment of Gratuity Act. 1972 and (6) Industrial 
Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946. 

The Shops & Establishment Directorate has one Supervising 
Inspector with headquarters at Alipur Duar and one Inspector 
with headquarters at Jalpaiguri. Theyjook after employment, 
wages, working hours^ of the persons employed in shops 
& establishments under the Shops & ^Establishments Act, 
196i This Act extends to eight places of this district, namely. 



OTHER DEPARTMENTS 


235 


>dlpdiguri, Maynaguri, Dhupguri, Gairkata, Blrpara, l-alakala, 
Afipar Duar and Mai {ic^n area). 

The Labour Directorate also administers four Labour Welfare 
Centres including one Model Labour Welfare Centre in the 
Plantation Areas of this district, These Centres are situated in 
close proximity to areas having predominantly Labour popula* 
tion. There are nine Labour Welfare Workers including two 
Lady Labour Welfare Workers and four Durwan-cum-Nighi- 
watchmen in the four Labour Welfare Centres of this district. 

The Jalpaiguri .Co-operative Range’came into being in the year 
1961. Prior to 1961, the jurisdiction of this range was included 
in Darjiling Range which covered the districts of Darjiling, 
Jalpiiiguri and Koch •Bihar. At present, the jurisdiction of this 
Range is over the whole of Jalpaiguri district with headquarters 
at Jalpaiguri. A Government order has re-defined the adminis¬ 
trative jurisdiction of the Assistant Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies, Jalpaiguri by which the area of the range has been 
reduced to Jalpaiguri Subdivision only with effect from 1 July 
f973. There are altogether 784 Co-operative Societies in this 
Range out of which 448 are Agricultural Credit Societies. 

There is a District Co-operative Union for the whole of the 
district of Jarpaiguri- The members of the Union are the 
Co-operative, societies of this district and also individuals. The 
function of the union is to promote co-operative activities and 
disseminate information on the movement and educate people 
in this matter. ^ . 

The Assistant* Controller of Weights and Mca.sures stationed 
at Koch,Bihar has jurisdiction over the districts ol Jalpaiguri and 
Koch Bihar. In the Jalpaiguri district there are two offices of 
the Weights and Measures organization, one located at Jalpaiguri 
and the other at Alipur Di^ir. They are looked after by two 
Inspectors of Weights and Measures, one at each place. The 
principal duties of the Insptodrs of Weights and Measures are 
as follows : 

(1) Verification and stamping of weights, measures, weighing 
instruments and measuring instruments. 

(2) Inspection. • 

(3) Collectioft of fees and other charges. 

f4) Keeping in sa£f custody •of articles seized and detailed in 
the discharge of his duties. 
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(5) Keeping in safe and proper custody the working models 
and other equipments and appliances entrusted to his charge. 

(6) Conducting of prosecutions under the Act. 


|\H>KMA1ION 

ANU PUBUC 
Relations 


FiSASCT 

Statistics 


A District Information and Public Relations Officer is posted 
in this district. He is the Controlling Officer of the Subdivisional 
Information and Public Relations Officers of both the Subdivisions 
and of the Technical Supervisor and his staff of this district. The 
District Information and Public Relations Officers, Jalpaiguri has 
the command and control, over the two Audio-Visual units 
placed directly under him. 

The Technical Supervisor looks after the maintenance of 271 
radio sets installed in the rural areas of the district. The Techni¬ 
cal Supervisor has to instal new radio sets in'the rural belts when 
the prayer to have a set from persons concerned gets approval 
from the Deputy Commissioner. From April 1971 onward, a 
large number of evacuees came, to the district for food and shelter. 
At that time the I & PR staff held special publicity campaign 
relating to health and sanitation. They helped the Civil Defence 
authority during the period of emergency in 1971 by preparing 
hoardings, pamphlets, leaflets, cinema slides, etc. for display and 
distribution in Civil Defence areas. 

A short summary of work of the Information wing of thif» 


district is 

stated as 

follows: 





No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

No. of 


film 

meetings 

radio 

radio 

exhibi¬ 

Year u 

shows 

addressed 

sets ' 

rural forum 

tions 

1970 

250 

152 

242 

• 1 

26 

4 

1971 

2S9 

164 

256 

28 

4 

1972 

399 . 

240 

271 

38 

10 


There is a District Statistical Officer who is in charge of the 
district unit of the Bureau of Applied Economics and Statistics pf 
the State Government. He is primarily responsible for supervi¬ 
sion and direction of coUection of data regarding crop survey 
and ad hoc surveys, price coUection work and collection of miscel¬ 
laneous statistics. He is also responsible for supplying statistical 
information at district level to officers and for coordination of 
statistical work in the district. He is assisted a Supervisor, 
an Inspector, an Assistant Investigator, ar.. Assistant Computer 
and othfer staff. 
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. There is one Agricultural Income Tax Officer, Grade 1 and 
three Agricultural Inconje Tax Officers, Grade II at Jalpaiguri. 
The jurisdiction of the Range is spread over the districts of 
Jalpaiguri. Darjiling and the Mekhliganj Subdivision of the 
Koch Bihar district. 

There is a District Rehabilitation Officer under the administra¬ 
tive control of the Deputy Commissioner at the district head¬ 
quarters who looks after the Refugee Relief and Rehabilitation 
activities. There is also a Subdivisional Refugee Relief and 
Rehabilitation Officer at Jalpaiguri and an Additional RRO to 
assist him. This office has got two branches, namely. Refugees 
Rehabilitation and Evacuee Relief. 

• 

There is an* Assistant District Controller, Food and Supplies 
at Talpaiguri who is entrusted with the work of food procurement 
and licensing rice and husking mills. There is also a Chief 
Inspector. Food and Supplies to assist him. Besides, there are 
four Inspectors who check up the accounts and stock of rice and 
husking mills. There is also a Subdivisional Controller, Food and 
Supplies at Jalpaiguri for di.stribution of cereals under the modi¬ 
fied rationing scheme. ' 
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CHAPTER XIV 

V 

( 

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 

The district has a chequered history of local self-government. 
The Bengal Local Self-Government Act came into existence in 
1885. but the Road Cess Committee already existed here as in 
other districts under the District Road Cess Act X (B.C-Xof 1871. 
This Committee had to look after the construction and develop¬ 
ment of roads, bridges, dak^ bungalows, etc. The Committee of 
this district was constituted in 1875-76 and continued up to 1587^ 
though work like valuation of estates and tenures and house 
assessment had started a little before. In 1875-76, the total values 
of estates and tenures were respectively^ Rs. 12,76.102 and 
Rs. 9.09,091 as against the revenue of the district of Rs. 2,73.445. 
The valuation of estates was thus 4.3 limes of the revenue. There 
were 741 villages liable for house assessment of which 19 villages 
were asses.sed that year. Demand for road-cess on lands for the 
year was Rs. 17,598 while collection was made to the tune of 
Rs. 15.116 in 1875-76. That year, remission was allowed to the 
extent of Rs. 55. The percentage of collection of demand thus 
stood at 85.89. The demand for road-cess on houses in 1875-76 
was Rs. 937. collection being Rs. 771 and remission Rs. 76. The 
percentage of collection on demand on this score was 82.-28.* The 
District Cess Committee headed by the Deputy Commissioner 
consisted of 21 members, all of whom were nominated by 
Government, The Committee used So be recon.stituied every two 
years. *A11 the main roads of the district were first laid out by 
the Ce.ss Board, which derived its income mainly from the Road 
Cess. -Government subsidy was also granted to the Cess Board- 
In 1878. the District Cess Board had an income of Rs. 39,084 
from the Road Cess which was supplemented by Government 
subsidy to the extent of Rs, 15,000.^ Cesses on houses were also 
realised as the figures above would show, but were discontinued 
later in 1879. The office of the* Cess Board was located in a 
room of the ‘Iron House’ in the town owned by the Maharaja of 
Cooch Behar. This house was later called Nripendranarayan 
Hall after the name of the Maharaja. The Cess Board, apart 


' S, Ghosh -- ‘.^aovaryer Oarpane Jclai SvSvaiivasasan’ in DU- 

irirt OnUnoi'v Sr>uvenlr . e<1. t > Sanvai and others, 

1 «» 70 . }y. 257 . 

Snuifc : A)umol AHmini^Irnlion of H^VQeil : 
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from th$ roads, constructed several bridges throughout the dis* 
trict between J876 and 1,887 even though there was paucity of 
fund. This Board built a bridge on the Karla river at DinbaTar 
within Jalpaiguri town at a cost of Rs. 3,000 in 1878. That very 
year the road between the Railway stations here and Dinajpur 
was laid out at a cost of Rs. 2.311. In 1880, a big iron-bridge 
was constructed at a cost of Rs. 24,100 over the Karla river, the 
work for^ which was entrusted to Messrs. Mitchell & Co. of 
Calcutta, In 1879, the Cess Board began planting trees on both 
sides of the main roads. Some rubber figs were planted on 
Pahanpur Road in Jalpaiguri town. 

This Board once resolved in 1886-87 to lay down tramways in 
the district from Barnes to Chalsa via Maynaguri and Laiaguri.^ 

Two branches were also proposed to be constructed, one from 
Maynaguri to -Falakata via Dhupguri and the other up to 
Nagrakata. The last meeting of the Cess Board held on 20 
January 1887 keenly discussed the construction of the tramways. 

The District Board constituted under Act 111 (B.C.) of 1885 Bnarrt 

stepped into the local self-government administration of the dis¬ 
trict in 3 May 1887 and continued its service for the development 
of the rural areas till 1964 when the Zilla Parishad came into 
existence. The District Board inherited the control of roads, 
bridges, ferries *and dak bungalows from the Cess Board and 
itself started looking after primary education, rural health, medical 
and veterinary services. It also supervised the Local Boards. 

Union Boards, etc. and was in charge of pounds and fairs. The 
District Board was then head^ by the Deputy Commissioner and 
had 16 members, all nominated by Government. The term of 
office of the Board continued for five years. The first non¬ 
official Chairman of the Board started fynciioning from 15-May 
I92t. and the Board had altogether 21 members on 3 June 1922. 

The District Board, which, wa.s housed in Nripendranarayan Hall 
since the abolition of the Board, was shifted to its own 

building in 1889. 

As to its activities, the District Board looked after 78 ferries, 

147 pounds and 10 dak bungalows of the district and controlled 
road-length to the extent of about 558 miles during the last days 
of its existence. This Board also looked after the primary educa¬ 
tion in the-district till the^District School Board was constituted 
in 1936 to do the-said work. At the time of constitution of the 
District School Board there were as many as 765 primary schools 
in the district which obtained subsidy from the District Board. 
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The Board set up charitable dispensaries at Boda, Pachagarf^ 
Tentulla, Rajganj.-Mal, Samuktala. etc.. After the promulgation 
of the Bengal Public Health Act in 1919, a District Health Officer 
was for the first time posted in the district by the Board in 1921. 
*lx had 12 charitable dispensaries for which expenditures of 
Rs. 61.967 and Rg. 57.430 were incurred in 1952-53 and 1953-54 
respectively. The Board also set up a Public Health laboratory 
at JalpAjgurl in 1937 in which food articles came up for examina¬ 
tion. The public health welfare activities were looked* after by 
the Board till 1959 when the State Government look over the 
entire responsibility of such activities. The Board also looked 
after the schemes for drinking water supply. l! had as many as 
JO dak bungalows, one each at Jalpaiguri. Maynaguri. Mai. 
Dhupguri, Falakata, Madarihat. Alipur* Duar. Kumargi'am, 
Kamakhyaguri and Kalchini. The income of Ih-e Board on all 
accounts was Rs. 4.60,413 and Rs. 4,47,972 in 1952-53 and 1953- 
54 respectively, 

i.o(ai i\oBnh The Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885 provided for 

Local Boards, and the Alipur Duiirs Local Board at the sub- 
divisional level wos formed in 1899 and the sanction to its forma¬ 
tion was accorded in January 1900. ihough work commenced 
only in 1900-01. The Jalpaiguri Local Board in the Jalpaiguri 
Sadar subdivision came into existence very late -on 1 December 
1930. The Annual Administration Report of Bengal for the year 

1928- 29. however, openly comments about Local Boards thus: 
“Beyond their function as electoral colleges for district boards 
it cannot be said that local boards, ^with their delegated resources 
and pbwers. attract great interests: and’it is primarily to meet 
the legal position arising from the establishment of union boards 
in Jalpaiguri ... that thej’r number is being increased." Both the 
institutions were, however, abolished-on 1 January 1948 and the 
members of the ^aff absorbed by the District Board. The Dis¬ 
trict Board donated some amount of money to the Local Boards 
with which the latter used to repair roads, sink wells, etc. These 
Boards also settled disputes between two Union Boards over the 
wsues regarding boundary, ownership of pounds or ferries, etc. 
The Local Boards also approved of the pay of the staff of the 
Union Boards. At first, these Boards were constituted of mem¬ 
bers nominated by Government, though, later non-official members 

. were also drafted. 

Union Boards There was no Union Board or Union Committee as late as 

1929- owing perhaps to the backwardness of the district, scanty 
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habitation, occupation of. land by the tea industry, etc. The tea 
garden authorities themselves looked after the roads and public 
health in their areas, and hence no rural organisation was 
necessary to look after them for years. The Union Boards came 
into existence in Boda. Pachagarh. Tentuha. Rajganj, Kotwali, etc. 
only in 1930. In 1947, there were as many as 120 Union Boards 
in the district of which 44 unions conterminous with 5 police 
stations went over to E. Pakistan. The Union Boards existing 
in this district were distributed among the police stations as 
follows: Jalpajguri 12, Rajganj 10. Maynaguri 10. Dhupguri 7, 

Mai 8, Matiali' I. Nagrakata. 2, Falakata 6. Madarihat 2. 

Kumargram 4, Kalchini 2 and Alipur Duar 12. The annuaj 
income of a Union Board was roughly R.s. 4.000 in the 1960s and 
the expenditure roughly Rs. 3.500. 

After Independence a four-tier system of local self-government 
came into existence. The Balwantrai Gopaljee Mehta Commis¬ 
sion was appointed to examine the rural self-governing institu¬ 
tions on the basis of which report the Panchayati Raj stepped 
into rural society, with a slight divergence from the all-India 
pattern. In West Bengal, the four-tier system with the ffram 
ivlf/ta at the lowest rung has been accepted unlike the three-tier 
system prevailing elsewhere in India. 

As already stated, the Zilla Parishad came to be formed in zuia Pari«ha<i 
the district on the remains of the defunct District Board under 
the provisions of the West Bengal Z/IIa Panshads Act. I963‘- 
The watchword for the innovation was ‘democratic decentralisa¬ 
tion and people’s participation’. As to its economic resources 
for a particular -year, the Zilla Parishad of the district had a 
total income of Rs. 24,28.340 including the total receipts for 
the year to the extent of Rs. 4.90,499 in 1970-71. The closing 
balance that year was Rs. 9,46.153 after (he* total expenditure 
of Rs. 14.82.187. The table depicting the income and expenditure 
position of the Parishad on all accounts in 1970-71 has been 
placed in Appendix A. The*Zhla Parishad is under the chaige 
of an Administrator. It maintains 139 km. surfaced roads, 

495 km. unsurfaced roads. 1,670 ring-wells. 17 tube-wells, 8 
dispensaries, 9 inspection bungalows and 76 ferries managed 
through lessees. * 


' "An Art to nr^viUe fo. ihc re-m<Tdeninj» of I-ocal Governwith a 
view to aswiathiij ihc local amhoriiie^ with developmcni activities and 
bringing about democratic. derentralKation and people's participation, 
in planning and dcvclopmeni" (vf'd/’ Preamble to the Art). 
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There are as many as 13 Anchalik J^arishads in the dhlritt 
mostly conterminous with the Development Block areas. They 
were formed under the provisions of the West Bengal Zilla 
Parishads Act, 1963. The discrepancy in the areas of the 
Blocks and the Parishads in some cases may be accounted for 
by the* fact that while the block areas sprawl over forests, the 
Parishad areas do not. Besides, it may be that all the former 
Union Boards did not come under the purview of the Parishads 
at the time of collection of the report. The following table 
shows the income and expenditure of the said Parishadi in 
1970-71. 


,i''chal 

hancbayau 


ANCHALIK PARISHADS IN JALPAIGURI MSTRICT r 1970*71 * 
Area in sq. miles 


Name 

Block 

Anchalik 

Parishad 

Income 

(Rs.) 

Expenditure 

(Rs.) 

Alipur Duar I 

100.04 

100.04 

94.298 

8.052 

Alipur Duar TI 

169-59 

169.59 

16,315 

4,957 

Dhupguri 

216,88 

121.73 

8.016 • 

5,894 

Falakata 

122.06 

107.07 

18,070 

•6,047 

Jalpaiguri 

185.06 

185.06 

17,951 

' 4,504 

Kalchini 

344.00 

31.00 

11,062 

5,618 

Kumargram 

194.09 

128.09, 

18,394 

13,352 

Madarihat 

182,00 

182.00 

*14,243 

9,404 

Maynaguri 

251.53 

184.98 

23,286 

3,548 

Mai - 

il9-4P 

119.40 

28,630 

17,956 

Matiali 

78.19 

20.04 • 

13,745 

5,165 

Nagrakata 

• 23.88 

23.88 

. 15.826 

5,994 

Rajganj 

245.08 

231.97^ 

17,270 

5.519 


The incomes consisted of sums specified for schemes, collections 
from different heads of account, grants from the State Govern¬ 
ment, etc. The expenditure, on the other hand, consisted mainly 
of salaries, office expenses and schemes for development work. 

The Anchal Panchayats constituted under the West Bengal 
Panchayat Act. 1957. roughly correspond to -the old Union 
Boards numbered 92 in the distnet. The following table shows 
the number of Anchal Panchayats under each Anchalik Parishad 
and other relevant particulars, 



ANCHAL PANCHAYATS IN JALPAICURI DISTRICT : 1970-7] 
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Uclike the Unioli Boards, the AnchaJ Panchayats show bigger 
resources. They not only receive taxes, rates, fees, etc. under 
different sections of the relevant Act. but also receive grains and 
contributions from the State Government towards the salaries of 
their establishment consisting of Secretaries. Dafadars and 
Chowkidars, and lump grants for development activities. They 
also receive funds from other sources for varied schcrnes. The 
income and expenditure position for the year 1970-71 ‘of the 
Anchal Panchayats of tlje district has been set forth in 
Appendix B. The table at page 244 depicts tly trend of assess¬ 
ment under different heads of account as obtaining in 1970-71. 
. Unlike many other slates of India, this State has <^am 

Panchayats as the lowest rung of the fhdder of rural self- 
government under the West Bengal Panchayat Act 1957. Mainly 
concerned with public health the Gram Panchayats constituted 
out of Gram Sabhas, has a host of other miscellaneous welfare 
activities like primary education, co-operative work, etc. The 
Income and Expenditure position of the Gram Panchayats of 
the district as in 1970-71 has been set forth in Appendix C. 
The following table shows the constitution of the Gram 

Panchayats of the district. 

GRAM PANCHAYATS IN JALPAICURl DISTRICT.: 1^70-71 


Name of the 

No. of 

Total No. of 

No. of 

No. of 

Anchalik Parishad 

Gram 

members of the 

meetings of 

informal 


Panchayats 

Oram P^chayat 

the Gram 

meetings 


under the 



Panchayat 

of the Gram 


Anchallk 



• • 

Sabhas 

. 

Parishad 

Men 

Women 



Alipur DuSr I 

42 

543 

• 2 

156 

26 

Alipur Du&r 11 

* 63 

718 

— 

2J3 

40 

Dhupguri 

51 

602 

• 

123 

49 

PaUkata 

51 

537 

2 

8S 

4 

Jalp&iguri 

70 

862 

• 3 

305 

— 

Kalchmi 

14 

160 

2 

101 

8 

Kumargram 

32 

359 

— 

100 

24 

Madarihat 

24 

237 

2 

88 

36 

Mhyoaguri 

U 

947 

16 

480 

• 98 

Mai 


572 

4 

28 l 

21 

Matiali « 

lb 

W 

— # 

34. 

1 

Nagratala 

9 

12$ 

1 

54 

— 

Rajganj 

65 

750 

6 

247 

.105 

• 

• 
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Now lit 
nunis 


JaipSi^ri 

Municipality 



^ The latest approach to the Panchayat organisation shows 
leanings towards the alMndia pattern inasmuch as the bill styled 
'The West Bengal Panchayat Bill. 1973’ which is going to be 
placed before the State Legislature soon replaces the Anchal 
Panchayat organisation by Panchayat Samiii at the middle rung 
of the ladder of (he Panchayat system- Thus, it is expected 
that in future there will be a three-tier system consisting of Gram 
Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti and Zilla Parishad replacing the 
present four-tier system consisting of Gram Panchayat, Anchalik 
Parishad, Anchal Panchayat and Zilla Parishad- Beside^, the 
rural police consisting of Chowkidars and Dafadars will be fully 
paid staff of the Government. The Panchayat Samiii, a larger 
'body than the Anchalik Parishad and consisting of elected 
representatives of the people will be connected wjth the planning 
and execution of all development programmes at the Block level. 

With the formation of the Jalpaiguri township near about 
1869, the need for setting up municipal ad mi ns it ration was felt. 
The tea plantations in the district, starting about 1877. also 
required an urban headquarters in Jalpaiguri. Naturally, the 
population of the township increased and the municipal acti¬ 
vities were looked after by an organisation named ‘Jalpaiguri 
Union’ till in 1 April 1885 the Jalpaiguri Municipality came into 
being with a population of 7,936 and 1,389 rate payers in 
1886-87. At first, it had 13 members nominated by Govern¬ 
ment. (he Deputy Commissioner being the Chairman and the 
Civil Medical Officer the Vice-Chairman. In 1911. it consisted 
of 16'Commissioners, of whom 3 were f a: officio, the Deputy 
Commissioner being the Chairman 3 were nominated by the 
Government, and the remaining 10 were elected, the town being 
divided into 5 wards for the purpose.* The Municipality 
continued to function under official aegis till 1916, though a non¬ 
official Vice-Chairman was nominated to the organisation in 
1887, The budget of the Municipality for the year 1886 showed 
estimates for Rs. 5,398 only. The- Municipality permitted Rani 
Jagadisvari of Baikunihapur to establish a market in Dinbazar 
in 1887, ITie Municipal area was surveyed in 1890, and the 
first non-official Chairman was elected in 1916-17, Since then 
non-official Chairmen began functioning in the organisation. 
The Municipality was divided into 7 wards electing 19 Commis¬ 
sioners. In 1967, it divided into 19,one-member ward, but 


]. P. GruJfing - op. ciJ. p. IJ<7- 
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tbe elected members could not take charge of office on Hccoimi 
of litigation. ’ . 

During its long existence the Municipality was superseded fay 
Government twice, in 1958 and in 1966. In 1971-72, a Board 
18 Commissioners elected out of 19 seats under the scheme of 
single-member constituency ran the administration for the ' 

benefit of 55,345 people of the town including 5.286 rate-payers. 

The rjatS-payefs thus formed 9 per cent of the total papulation 
in the town. In 1910. the number of rate-payers was 1,572 
there forming 15.36 per cent of the^ population. 

There was no^ provision for drinking water supply in the town > 'Vaiur s« 4 )piy 
before 1935. though a futile attempt to sink tube-wells was 
made in 1889 by tl^e then Municipality. A few wells were also 
sunk later. The Jalpaiguri waterworks came into being in 1935 
to ensure pure water supply to the citizens of the town. The 
District Board paid Rs. 10,000 to the Municipality as its con¬ 
tribution to the waterworks scheme in 1935-36. The first two 
pumping stations, lifting 14,000 gallons of water per hour, were 
erected with the financial help obtained from a generous 
gentleman of the town, but they are not in order now, Two 
Other pumps were later set up by the Municipality which had a 
capacity for lifting 24,000 gallons of water per hour. In 1972, 
there were also 82 hydrants by the roads and 391 house 
connections- under the Municipality, At present (I972>- the 
Municipality has 4 deep tube-wells from which water is electri¬ 
cally pumped out and then passed through the eliminaiion plant 
for eliminating excess •iron from water. After chlorinis^ion the 
water is supplie^d to consumers through underground pip? lines. 

The iron-eliminating and chlorinating plant was installed 
towards* the close of 1935-36. The Municipality have prepared 
a schemes of Rs. 24 lakhs for reorganisation,of water supply in 
the town and have laken up the matter with the State 
Government. • ^ 

-The Municipality runs 6,pr^ary schools and 1 night school r.cUication 
for which it spent Rs. 22,828 in 1955-56. Rs. 26,809 in 1956-57, 

Rs. 51,458 in 1967-68 and Rs. 28,.573 in 1971-72. The entire 
cost of running the institutions is borne by the Municipality 
without any charge for the purpose from the citizens. 

As to public health activities, the first vaccinator was 
appointed in the Municipality in 1889. Tn 1956-57 and 1967-68. 




' S, Ghosh - op. cil.. p. 235, 
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vaccinations numbering 40,831 and IM37 respectively were doQe*' 
by the Municipality while in 1971*72, 20,269 persons were 
vaccinated, of whom 1,330 were primary cases. 2.276 persons 
had TABC inoculation and 5,000 persons had AC inoculation 
the same year. Besides, 268 specimens of stale or adulterated 
food were taken of which 54 specimens were finally proved to 
be adulterated on chemical examination. In 1967-68, 68 such 
specimens were taken. Disinfection of wells numbered 3,735 in 
1971-72. In 1971-72, there were 2,381 and 1,402 births and 
deaths, being respectively 4>30% and 2.53% of the population, 
in the town as per municipal records. The conservancy work of 
the municipality like removal of night-soil, road-cleaning and 
road-walering is partly mechanised, There ^were 1,976 sanitary 
latrines and 2.764 service latrines In the town in 1971-72; and 
266 workers were engaged in conservancy and drain clearance 
work. 

A private limited company named Jalpaiguri Electric Supply 
Co, Ltd- began to supply electric power since 1934 for running 
the municipal water works and for lighting about 600 lamps in 
the municipal roads. In 1972. there were 652 street lights in 
the town, power being supplied by the West Bengal State 
Electricity Board. The Municipality also arrange for impro¬ 
vised lighting during Durga Puja and other festivals- 

The Municipality produce compost manure with night-soil and 
street-sweepings for distribution to agriculturists. The scheme 
suffered damages during the flood of 1969. The Municipality 
could only distribute 245 tons of cofnpostvmanurc in 1971-72 to 
agriculturists. 

Drainage is a problem with this town for a" long time; and 
during the rains a con side ha ble portion of the town remain water¬ 
logged for days.' /There being no embankments on the river 
Karla, river water overflows the banks and inundates the 
neighbouring region. The Municipality spent Rs. 95,468 in 
1971-72 for repair and maintenance of the existing drains in the 
town. 

The Municipality ha.s a market of its own, constructed in 1958 


Cl |. I*. Gruniii^ — op. cit., j). 1^8: The principal rcguircinciiif; 
of lUc Municipalitv are the Improvement of the >>sicm of drainage, aud 
ihe filling up of ihe and hollows whUh form '\)ooh of siugnanl 

waUT during the rains, Lnd (oniribuie largely lo ihc unheaUliiiutss of 
ihc umn. TJie drainage part of Hhe town cowards she Karla riv<r 
and <>V Ihc ocher pan tcwards ilic lowdving fields beyond the railway 
embankmcin." 
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with a loan received from the Refugee Reli.ef & Rehabilitation 
Department of the State’ Government. Nevertheless, the market 
never became a source of revenue income for the Municipality. 

It has a length of 29.7 km. of piicca road and 29.8 km. bi 
kutcha road within the town. During 1971 •72. it spent a sum 
of Rs. 40.115 for improvement of roads and culverts. Out of 
this* amount, a sum of Rs. 1,538 was spent from Government 
grant ^ for expenditure on communication. Rs. 1.708 from 
Development grant, Rs. 12,941 from Government Joan fund and 
the balance of Rs. 23.923 from the Municipal fund. Government 
also sanctioned 'a grant of Rs. 19.486 for expenditure on com* 
munication which was scheduled to be spent in 1972-73. The 
roads of the town require repair and renovation because of the 
damages caused by floods almost every year. 

The financial resources of the Municipality can be gauged 
from the following. During the 10 years ending in 1901-02 the 
average annual income was Rs. 19,959. In 1904-05 and 
1905-06, the income was respectively Rs. 72,582 and Rs. 56,814. 
inclusive of Government grants. The expenditure during the 
decade ending 1901*02 averaged Rs. 18,354 a year. In 1904-05 
and 1905-06, it was Rs. 68.361 and Rs. 74,804 respectively 
including the cpst of the new hospital building and furniture, 

In I967-68. the total earnings of the Municipality were 
Rs. 7,37.911- and the total expenditure Rs. 7,67,173, the shortfall 
being made up from the balance of the previous year. 

In 1971-72, (he total income and expenditure of the Munici¬ 
pality were to the extent of Rs. 13.17,845 and Rs. K.83,336 
respectively. 

In 1971-72, the demand of tax was to the extent of Rs. 10,96,767. 
while (he collection and. remission were to the extent of 
Rs. 5.45,433 and Rs. 5,579. 

The Aljpur Duar Munlcipaliiy was established on 7 February 
1957. It sprawls over 9.30* sq. km. and has a population of 
36.^67 according to the Census, of 1971. The number of rate¬ 
payers here was 5.484 forming 14.9 per cent of the total popula¬ 
tion. As to ils varied activities, the Municipality sunk 10 
lube-wells and re-sunk 36 tube-wells during 1971-72. The 
tube-wells* under municipal control so far numbered 144 'in 
1971-72. A new scheme with Govemmejit aid for augmenting 
water supply a cosi, of Rs. !9,40.000 has been taken up for 
implementation. Four tube-wells have since been sunk m two 
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/ones, one in the old town area, and the other in the new town 
area. 

There were as many as 330 street lights in 1971-72 to which 
•electricity was supplied by the West Bengal State Electricity 
Board- 

The Municipality has no market of its own, but it exercises 
control, supervision and care over two markets of the town, 
one of which is owned by the Land and Land R«venu6 Depart¬ 
ment and the other was established by refugees from East 
Pakistan (now Bangladesh).- 

The only pound, located here, was so long''managed by the 
Jalpaiguri Zilla Parishad, and has been transferred to the 
Municipality for management with effect from I April 1968. • 

The municipality owned a length of 13 km. of pucca road and 
49 km. of kutcha road during 1971-72. 

In 1971-72. 12,099 persons were vaccinated, of which 1.199 
were primary and \l.90Q re-vaccination cases. AC inoculations 
were given to 9,840 persons, whde TABC inoculations were given 
to 804 persons the same year. Triple-Antigen was also given to 
275 children. Disinfection was also effecteH m 53 wells and 72 
houses that year. 

The Municipality had aa income of Rs. 5.97,272 and an 
expenditure of Rs. 5,96,008 in 1971-72.* The demand, collec¬ 
tion and remission figures of the Municipality for "the year 
amounted to Rs. 6.74,826, Rs. 1.36.364 and Rs. 1.903 respec¬ 
tively. 


' In the first year of ii« establishment (1957-58) it bad a total receipt 
ot Rs. (j,4(M and a cot^ expenditure of Rs. 8,075. In 1958-59, 1959-60 
and 1960-61, its total Receipts aroounied respectively to Rs. 19,806, 
Rs, 31,261 .and Rs. 52/ 7.5 and expenditures no Rs. SWfiS, Rs. 58,286 
48.744. vide >8- Ray, Census 1961 r West Bengal: District 
Census Handbook : Jnlpc'guri. Calcutta, 1969, p. 419. 
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INCOME 

APPENDIX A 

c * 

OF JAIJ'AIGURI ZIIJ^ PARISHAD 

1970-71 


(r\ RUPEES) 


Table — I 


Rs 

Opening 

For specific Schemes 

14,56.686 

Balance 

Unlied Funds 

4.81,154 

Giants, eto. 

Land revenue 

76,783 

made by 

Augmentation 

7,440 

Qovt. for 

Subvention fof D.A. 



to the employees 

75,440 


Contribution and grants from 
, Anchalik Pari shads 

i.OOO 

. 

Proceeds of Road Cess 

2.40,000 


Receipts from tolls, etc. 

9,280 


Receipts from institutions 

17,700 


All other receipts 

8,038 


Debts, deposits and advances . 

54.501 


Total receipts 

4,90,499 


Total income including 
opening balance 

24,28,340 


F.XPKNDITURE OF JALPAIGURI ZILI^ PAR 1^511 AO 1970-71 
(IN RUPEES) 


Table —II 

Salaries of personnel 

1,61,260 

Salaries of 

To personnel 

2.752 

personnel 

To members of the Parishad 

20 


Office charges 

6,938 

Grants for 

Schemes through Anchalik 



Pari shads 

11,03,004 


Schemas entrusted by the 

State Government 

13,555 

Grants for 

Public utility services 

1,25.294 


Public institutions 

10,330 


Scholarships, etc. 

489 

£ 

Other expenditure 

30,725 


Debts, deposits and advances 

27,815 


Total expenditure ' 

14,82,187 

Closing = 

‘For specific Schem* s ... 

3.47.544 

Balance 

Untied Funds n 

* 5.98,601 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OF THE GRAM PANCHAYATS IN JALPAIGURI DISTRICT r 1970-71 
(ROUNDED OFF TO THE.NEAREST THOUSAND RUPEES) 
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CHAPTER XV 


EDUCATION AND CULTURE 

It is doublfu! if there were any well-known centres of learning 
in the district in the ancient and medieval times. The Census 
of 1872. which is the earliest, recorded 19 primary schools having 
283 students and 22 teachers. The first High English School of 
the district, namely, the Jalpaigurt Zilla School was established 
in 1876. In 1875-76,’ there were 153 schools with, 3,263 stude»nts 
on the rolls. The average number of square miles to each 
school was 18.992 and the percentage of school to population 
was .031. ^ 

In 1879, there were only 64 schools, attended by 1,372 students, 
while in 1907-08 the number of schools rose to 418 and the 
number of students to 12.196. In 1907-08, there were 13 schools 
for every 100 sq. miles, and one school for every 1,929 people. 
That year, boys to the extent of ]7.4 per cent and girls to the 
extent of 1.7 per cent, or 10.1 per cent of the total population 
of school-going age were at school. There was a Normal School 
in Jalpaisuri town (possibly established in 1871) which was 
transferred to Rangpur in 1878. A Sadar Middle Vernacular 
School remained at Jalpaiguri. Such vernacular schools were 
also established in Chandanbati, Debiganj, Maynaguri, Jorpakri, 
Saptibari, Sikarpur (Bhelakoba), etc. .A Middle English School 
Is said to have been established in FaJakata in 1893. The early 
primary schools were located in Falataka, Berubari Ma'hgram, 
Gomastapara, Sikarpur. Bhurangor Bari. Pultali, Saptibari (Batteli) 
and Bhuskadanga.^ 

The Cess Committee and the District* Board were respectively 
established in 1884 and IB87, and a number of schools appear 
to have been established during these years, probably under their 
patronage. 

As regards education in the Western Duars it has been estimated 
that in the last decade of the 19th century, about 96 per cent 
of the people were illiterate. It has been said that owing to 
the shortage of man power and the difficulty in engaging culti- 


' Report on the Administration o» Bengal, IS75-7C, p. cUkv. 

» A, K. rakrashf, ‘lalpaiguriljelay Sikshavistarer Rup-rekl:i’,"in Ja!pai§uti 
Jel8 Satavar^hlhi Smnrak OAmthd. ed. C. C. Sanval and others, Jalpaignri 
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vators, ihe inaccessible jungle areas and want of roads, the 
jotedars objected to their children going to school. They thought 
that children would leave ploughing and take to writing petition^ 
or doing •Babagiri’ (acting the Babu).' The jotedars spent* 
Rs. 3,340 between 1893-95 for education. In March 1898 there 
were 98 schools (including Middle English, Upper Primary and 
Lower Primary), in Maynaguri, Falakata, Alipur Du.ir and Bhalka 
iahsils •With 2,260 students in all.* In the present century the 
Duars area has developed educationally and culturally. 

There has been an all round quantitative development in 
education since 1947. The number of Primary Schools has 
doubled, while the number of students in those schools ha^ 
increased by four times during the two decades beginning from 
1947. Middle iSchools also doubled during that period with a 
four-fold increase in the number of students in them. High 
Schools have increased six times during these years with an 
increase of eight times and a half in the number of students. 
The number of colleges has trebled, and students there have 
increased by eight times. As to technical education new insti¬ 
tutions have grown during this period There are also teachers’ 
training institutions in the district. 

There were 15 boys* High Schools and 1 girls* High School 
just befoie the Independence of India (1947). The following 
table gives the names of schools with the dates of recognition 
as existing in the district prior to Independence. 


Schools 


Secondary 

education 


RECOGNIZED HIGH SCHOOLS IN JAI.PAir.tJRI DISTRICT •mi 

• * 

Year of 


Name 

fecognilion I'ype 

Remarks 

Jalpliguri Slla School 

1876*^ Boys' 

• 

• Probable date 

Alipur Duar High English 

• 


School 

.1919 


Fanindradeva Institution, 
Jalpaiguri 

Jalpaiguri Sadar Girls* 

1920 


School , ^ 

• 

1927 Girls* 

■ 

• 

' D. N. E, (Junflcr, iiowy aud Settlement of 
District of Jalpaieuri. Calcutta, 1^95, p, 90. f 

Western Viiuis in the 

> Lee. a{. 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

Year of 

■ 


• 

Name recognition 

Type 

Remarks 

Domohani Polwhele High 





English School 

1927 

Co-educational 


Sonaulla Institution, 

Jalpaiguri 

Bhelakoba (formerly Waliar 

1929 

Boys’ 

• 


Rahman) High English 
School * 

1943 



» 

(Bakali) Dhatmapur Abdul 





, Karim High English School 

1945 

•» 

Abolished in 

1951 

Dhupguri High English 


• 


• 

School 

1946 

»» 

• 


Jorpakrl Abdul Gani High 
English School 

McWilliam High English 

1947 




School 

Mandalghai High English 

1947 

•• 



School 

1947 

- 

Abolished in 

1948 

There were 22 High Schools in the 

district iti 1957-58 

with 


a roll strength of 4.993 boys and 1,213 girls. In 1963-64, the 
number of schools rose to 35, and the roll strength fo 7,072 boys 
and 4.105 girls. Higher Secondary (including Multipurpose) 
schools numbered 13 and 24 respectively in 1957-58 and 1963-64 
with a^roll strength of 3,872 boys and 8,*330 girls in the former 
year and 1,919 boys and 3.456 girls in tht latter, As on 
I August 1971 there wrc 1,464 boys and 1,476 girls in the 
Higher Secondary Schools: 10.249 boys and 4,406 girls in the 
High Schools and’14,078 boys and 7,542 girls in the Multipur¬ 
pose Schools of the district. A report says that in 1963-64 the 
number of Secondary (High and Higher) School teachers was 
as follows: 969 males and 317 ffemales.' * 

Middle English Schools numbered 21 for boys and 2 for 
girls on 15 August 1947. Besides, there were 5 Junior Madrasas 
for boys and 1 Madrosa for girls at that time which were 
al^lished in 1950, and converted into* High Schools ♦or Junior 
High Schools for hoy% and girls subsequently. • 

—j ■ ■ ■ 

' Government of Brjigal, Borfaii of Applied F.cononnVs & Slaiistic?;. 

StatKficnl AtlHf of Wan Bengal; IlXi?. Calcuua, 1969, p. S‘Z. • 
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*The following table gives the names of the Middle English 
schools that were existing in the district in 1947, All but one 
still exist. 


RF.COGN17.EI) MIDDI.E ENGLISH SC^HOOT.S I\ f.ALPAfOliRl 
DISTRICT : 1947 


Name - 

Year of estab¬ 
lishment 

Type Remarks 

Falakata Middle 
School 

English 

1888 

Boys' 

Maynaguri 

•do- 

1895 

.. A Middle Verna¬ 

- 



cular school existed 
here since 1889. 

Jorpakri 

•do- 

1919 

A Middle Verna¬ 

Mondalghat 

-do- 

1919 

cular school existed 
here since 1892. 

Sikarpur 

(Bhelakoba) 

•do- 

1920 

An M. V. School 
existed here since 

Bakali 

-do- 

1920 

1889. 

An M. V. School 

Dhupguri 

-do- 

1921 

existed here since 
1889. 

Ananda Model 

-do- 

1922 


Majidkhana 

•do- 

, 1922 


Salkumar Hat 

-do*. 

1929 

- 

Chengmari -t 

-do- 

1931 

Abolished in 1951 

Mahakal^ri 

Mission 

-do* 

1931 

Co-educational 

Kumargramduar 

-do- , 

1934 

Boys’ ■ 

Alipur Duar Girls’ 

-do- 

1938 

Girls' 

Ka dam tala Girls' 

-do* 

" 1939 


M^nikganj Middle 
English School 


1940 

Boys’ Previously located 

Gadra Middle English 


in Brahmanpara as 
an M. V. School. 
Previously located 

School « 


1940 

in Jamadarpara. 

Alipur Duar McWillam 

1941 

C>educationa! 

Middle English 
School 



> * i 

1 


17 
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• Yearofestab- » 

Name 


lishment Type Remarks 

^ * 

Bhatibari Middle 

English 


School 


1942 Boys’ 

Rajadunga P.M. 

•do- 

1943 

Jalpes 



Laksbmikanta 

Bonapara 

-do- 

1944 

Joydhardanga 

-do- 

1945 „ Previously located 

in Joydhardanga (in 

a 


Bangladesh) 

Chura Bhandar 


• 

Bhel Bhela 

-do- 

1947 


In 1957-58, the number of such schools want up to 56. The 
enrolment of boys and girls in such schools was respectively 
2J92 and 954 in 1957-58 and 3,586 and 1,988 in 1963-64, The 
number of students further increased to 5,241 boys and 4,120 
girls on I August 1971. The Junior Basic Schools had 16,358 
boys and 7,645 girls on its roll on 1 August 1971. 

In the last decade of the 19th century some,of the schools 
were aided by the District Board. According to the Panchayati 
Union scheme framed during the first decade of this century, a 
primary school named 'Model Primary School’ was established 
in each Panchayati Union. Government then used to make a 
grant cf Rs. 1,000 for the consiructJon ofcthe building and other 
allied expenses, and each boy used to get a monthly stipend of 
Rs. 10 or Rs. 11, while each girl received k*s. 16. As these 
schools were looked after by the District Board, they were 
called ‘Board Schools’. Government also ordered in 22 March 
1916 that schools should be constructed* for the wards of workers 
In tea-gardens. At first, such schools were under Government 
control, hut later they were ma^e pver to the tea-garden autho¬ 
rities. In 1934, such schools numbered 106 with a roll strength 
of 1,875 in the district. There were about 350 Primary Schools 
in the district in 1921.' There were 1,075 Primary Schools in 
the undivided district of Jalp^guri in 1927-32, of which 1 was 
a Government school. 231 were managed by the District Board, 


1 A. K. Pakvashi, Jalplig iri Jelay sikshavisr§rer Rup-rekliS', in Jalpai^uri 
]eli ^alavSrshlki Smdrfik Graniha : 1868-1968 (in Bengali), cd. C. C. Sanval 
and others. Jalp§iguri, 1377 B.S. p, 184. 
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2 were managed by the Municipality an^ 841 were private 

Primary Schools (including 123 non-aided ones). 

Primary Schools under the Bengal (village) Primary Educatiewa 
Act of 1930 came to be established in 1936 in the district. The 
District Board started free tuition facilities in the schools from 
1933-34. 

The quota of primary schools after Independence was fixed 
at 604. Just at the time of Independence the number was 588 
and all the schools were co-edu(^tional. There was also a 

prinlary school for girls at Domohani managed by the Railways. 
The total number of primary students was 31.937 of whom 
boy's numbered 25,907 and girls 6,030. In 1960-62, the per¬ 
centage of .school-going children of 6-14 years of age was 31.93,' 
The followihg table shows the number of an enrolment in 
the Primary (Including Junior Basic) schools in the district during 
1963-64. 

PRIMARY .SCHOOI.S IX JAI PaIGI'RJ DISTRK T : 

Govern* Pri- 

mc’Mi Discrict Munidp-il vatc^ Si mk* tits 

Central Sniic Bo^rd Board aided Total Boys iWrU I'otal 

. 27 1,021 5 27 I.OHfi 70.0SS 

The number of schools and of students have considerably 

increased during the two decades beginning with 1947. In 

1950-51, there were 704 Primary Schools attended by 48.640 
pupils, the member Increased to 1.386 institutions with 97.961 in 
1971. In 1963-64. the nufiiber of Primary and Jimigr High 

school teachers taken together numbered 2.872 males and 573 
females. 

There* are two pre-primary schools^ fn Jalpaiguri town named 
Sisunikelan and SIsumahal managed by pristate agencies. The 
former was established *on 6 January 1941. It was enlarged 
through the munificence o^ Government and the tea industry 
sometimes In 1950 and loc?te4 on a piece of land mea.suring 
about three high as and a half. There are two nurseries, one 
kindergarten and one Junior Basic section attached to it. It 
has also a park and a clinic for children who are admitted to the 

' Goveinnieiit of We^i Bengal. Bureau of Applied Economits & Statistics, 
Baihvnrdness of" the DufTtets of West Bengal^ CalciKta, IWl. p, SO. 
TJie official records sav that there are 6 pre-primary imiiiiuinn& in the* 
dUirict. Thfc ac<'ounis*of Sisunik^ian and /isumahaf aiic taken from 
S. B, Chanda, ‘Jalpaiguri Jelar Kkso BachlWe .Sirisikshar Kiaffiavikas, 
in Jafpmgiiri Jelc Snuirok Cyan*ho. ed. C, C. Sanval and 

oihcrg, Jalpaiguri, 1970, p. < 
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institution at the age of three. It had 250 students in 1958, arfd 
in 1968 the figure nearly doubled. 

Sisumahal came into being on 3 January 1944 and had 200 
students in 1968. 

Ananda Marg has also set up a kindergarten school here 
where the mediums of instruction are English and Hindi. 

The Census of 1971 records 242 persons as literates per 1.000 
of the district population as against 330 persons* per 1,000 in 
the State. The said Census records 4.24.292 (3,00,398 males 
and 1.23.894 females) persons as literates in district. That 
literacy is progressing both among the males and females of the 
district can well be seen from the following table. 

PERCENTAGE OF LITERATES IN JALPAIGLRf DISTRICT : 1901-71 


Year 

Persons 

Males 

Females 

1901 

3.92 

6.98 

0.36 

3911 

5.57 

9.89 

0-44 

1921 

5.67 

9-92 

0.72 

1931 

4.79 

7.92 

1.08 

1941 

8.77 

14.15 

2.41 

19M 

12.40 

18.00 

5.61 

1961 

19.22 

27.07 

10.01 

1971 

24.22 

32.38 

>5.03 

• 


The following table further records the percentage of literates 
according to qualification in the rural and urban areas of the 
districtva decade back. • • 

PERCENTAGE 01 LITERATES BY QUALIFICATIC^ IN JAI.PAIGURl 
DIS'ERICT : 1961 

Rural , Vrhin 


• 

Male 

Female 

• 

Male 

Female 

Illiterate 

75.97 

92.88 

44-14 

59.22 

Literate (without 

educational level) 

14.93 

• M.21 

21.07 

18-61 

Primary or 

Junior Basic 

7-19 

2.66 

22.20 

19.32 

Matriculation 

and above 

1.91 

0.25 

6.08 

• 1.42 

University degree and 

other technical cours 

• 

• 

• — • 

♦ 

6.51 

• 

1.43 

• 

• 

Lo.oo 

1 

• 

100.00 

100.00 

JOO.OO 
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-The Census of 1961 ha^ recorded 10,98.091 arsons as illiterates, 
1,47,910 persons as literates without any educational level and 
1.13,291 persons as having some education. The last class fonne^ 
8,33 per cent of the population. The following table classifies 
‘he^literate persons of the district according to the Census of 


Lll'ERATE PERSONS IN JAI.PAIGURI DISTRICT : I9B1 


Education 

• 

Persons 

Male 

Female 

Primary or Junior Basic 

S8,827 

63,214 

25.613 

Matriculation or Higher 
Secondary * 

19,137 

16,926 

• 

2.211 

Technical Diploma 

676 

667 

9 

Non-technical Diploma 

2,250 

1.829 

421 

University Degree: 

General 

1,745 

1,472 

273 

Engineering 

m 

111 


Medicine 

174 

173 

1 

Agriculture 

27 

27 

Veterinary 

11 

11 


Technology 

38 

38 


Teaching 

207 

141 

66 

Others 

« 

• 

88 

88 


Total 

•« 

1.13,291 

84,697 

28,594 


The Students in the forjies mostly used to attend colleges at Coiiegiaie 
Koch Bihar. Rangpur or Rajshahi as there .was no college in “^ucation 
the district headquarters* A son of the late Ananda Chandra 
Raut of Jalpuguri made a gift of 4 bighas of land and Rs. 25,000 
m xash for a college in memory of his late father. The college 
n^ed Ananda Chandra College started functioning from 1942 
with a roll strength of 91 which figure rose to 211 next year 
and to 582 in 1947. B.A. classes were opened in 1948. 

With .the munificence of Asramati Devi, wife of Raja 
Prasannadeva. t&e Prasannadeva Girls’ College came into existence 
in 1950. • ^ 

With a gift of 50 "bighas of* land from the local peo^e. the 
Ahpur Duar College came into existence in 1957. The number 
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of students in dilfer^nt streams of the colleges as on 30 Septemboi 
1971 is set forth in the following table. 

.i,OVERNME>T-5PONSOHKD C<>U.EGES 'V I i H FN ROLMF.NT IN 
• JAM’AIGURl DLSIRKT : 19/1 

Pre-university 

Arts Science B.A. B.Sc. 
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls 

Alipur Duar 

SJtf buar 179 107 * 62 6 89 60 96 ,9 

Ananda Chandra 


Tcaihcrs’ 
1 raining 


« 


•liuUihli'iiil Schools 






*C ollege, 

Jalpaiguri 159 16 50 1 

Prasannadeva 
Women’s College, 

Jalpaiguri — — “ ” 

A Commerce College named Aiianda Chandra College of 
Commerce has recently been opened in Jalpaiguri which had 422 
boy and 19 girl students on 30 September 1971. 

The Colleges are affiliated to North Bengal University- There 
was a Normal School in Jalpaiguri before 1878 where teachers 
were given uaining for teaching in Primary Schools. Later, this 
school was transferred to Rangpur (now in Bangladesh). Two 
Old Type Guru Training Schools were established later—one at 
Pachagarh (now in Bangladesh) in the Sadar Subdivision in 1900 
and the^other at Bhatibari in Alipur* Duarj Subdivision m 1904. 
A Reformed Type Guru Training School came into being in 
Jalpaiguri in 1914, This school has been convertfed into a Junior 
Basic Training College in 1950. There is also another such 
college named Bhflakoba Junior Basic Training College at 

Prasannanagore. Jalpaiguri. ' . . x 

The Ananda Chandra Training College imparls training for 

B.T. examinations. ^ 

There were two weaving schools, possibly established in 1930. 
in the district—one located at Samukiala in the Alipur Duars 
Subdivision, and the other at Mandalghat in the Sadar Subdivision. 
Later, these schools became peripatetic ones. Incidentally, the 
number of scholars in technical training a*nd craftsmanshit schools 
per million of population in 1961j62 was 446.' 


23(X 14 163 15“ 

« 

— 181 — 7 


Gove’rnin'^.l VVeU Ben«al, Bureau of 

Backwa<drtess of the Dutnet of tFeil Bengal, Calcuita, IM/l, p- 
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’-The Jalpaiguri Polytechnic Institute established on 15 August 
1950 had 35 boys on itsVoll as on 30 September 1971. In 1970, 
it had 90, 120 and 30 seats for Licentiate in Civil Engineering, 
Mechanical Engineering and Electrical Engineering respectively. 
It also teaches draughtsmanship. The Institute has two hostels 
and 33 teachers. In 1971-72, 41 students were admitted to it 
of whom 35 passed. In 1972-73. 81 students were admitted, of 
whom^ 23 passed. • 

Jackson Medical School with roll strength for 40 students was 
established in Jalpaiguri in 1930. h was managed by Govern¬ 
ment, the Civil Surgeon of the district being its Principal, 
Hundreds of students became L.M.P. from this school, and in 
later life they b|came physicians in the Duars and the 
Terai area and also served under numerous local bodies. The 
school has been closed down since 1950 and has been converted 
into a Pharmacy Training Centre attached to the Sadar hospital, 
Jalpaiguri. 

The Jalpaiguri Engineering College, a Government-aided 
institution functioning from 1961. had 401 students in 1963-64. 
This iustitution had 603 boys on its roll as on 30 September 1971. 

Formerly, training in nursing and midwifery was given in the 
local Ramakrishna Asram. Now such training is given m the 
Nurses’ Training Centre attached to the Sadar hospital, Jalpaiguri. 
It had *45 • trainee-girls in 1958. As oa 30ih September 1971 
there were 91 trainee-girls and 4 trainee-boys there. 

Large sums are being spent by Government for the education 
of the backward clasees. In 1965. there were 2,586 Scheduled 
Tribes and 6,4^^ Scheduled Castes students in the secondary 
schools of the district, forming respectively 12.03 per cent of 
the total Scheduled Tribps students and 5.28 per cept of the 
total Scheduled Castes ^students of the State. The figure thus 
show greater spread of education among the Scheduled Tribes 
than among the Scheduled Castes. In 1965, the percentage distri- 
botion of the Scheduled Trite secondary-stage students (com- 
muniiywise) among the total secondary-stage students of the 
district was as follows: Kora 0.04, Malpaharia 0.73, Lodha 3.33, 
Munda 9.24, Oraon 56.06, Santal 6.23, Bhutia 0.77. Garo 0.54, 
Lepcha ().04. Mahali Mech 19.58, Nagesia 0-04, Rabha 0.46, 
Bedia 0.04, Chik^ Baraik 0.04, Kisan 0.19. Savar 0.04, Bhumij 0.08, 
Asur 0.04. ^ ^ 

The percentage distribution of some selected Scheduled Caste 
secondary-stage students (communitywise) among the total secon- 
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dary-Stage students of the district was as follows in 1965;^ 
Muchi 2.10, Rajwar'l.IO. Rajbansi 78.02^ 

A review made by the Cultural Research Institute of the State 
(Government in 1965 brought to light some facts about stagnation 
in the secondary-stage of education. The following table sets 
forth the results of their findings.^ 


PERCBh'TAGE OF STAGNATION (FAILURES) IN • 
JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 1965 


Classes 

Scheduled Ca^ 

Scheduled Tribes 

Other Communities 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1963 

1964 

1965 

V 

32.01 

36.74 

24,00 

29.76 

33.77 

28.72 

t 

27.33 

28.27 

28,31 

VI 

28.69 

25.75 

30.30 

37.50 

30.83 

28,87 

2S.25 

32-72 

26.75 

VII 

29,86 

34.33 

30.21 

38.50 

30.33 

27.34 

29,24 

29.31 

30,75 

viu 

41.55 

34.77 

37.23 

39.49 

30-46 

31,78 

36.39 

32.70 

32.55 

IX* * •** 

56.41 

56.25 

28.81 

33.33 

36.00 

48.39 

26,13 

32.06 

30.15 

X* 

4».84 

47.06 

39.02 

36Afi 

70.00 

12.50 

27.19 

24.57 

29.42 

XI+ 

43-31 

48-04 

56.77 

35-54 

36.97 

30.17 

43-05 

39.55 

43.55 

School leaving 
examination 

65.66 

64.88 

55.56 

36.36 

59.26 

35.71 

43.73 

44.82 

45.89 


There are several tols in the district, namely, Maynaguri 
Anandaijagar tol, Domobani toL Jalpaiguri.Sarasvat Chatuspathi, 
Sonapur Hridaynath Chatuspathi and Dvarikanath Chatuspathi, 
Alipur Duar. These five tols, had 41 boys and 13 girls on their 
rolls on I August 1971. ’ 

Adult education stands for promotion of literacy and social 
education among adults, providing facilities for post-literacy educa¬ 
tion and development of library service, and promotion of com¬ 
munity activities. In 1958. there were 21 Adult education centres 
for males and 3 for females having 1,842 male and 118 female 
students respectively in the district. 


* A.^K. Das and B. K. Roychowdhuri—‘Natur^ and Extent of Progress of 
Secondary Education among the Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes of 
West Bengal' in BuUetln the Cultural Research Institute. Government 
of West Bengal, Vol. II. Nos. 1-2. «. i. ^ 

•In Higher Secondary stages. 

•**10 School Final stage. 
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Since 1955, the Social Welfare Board bas been imparting 
education among aged women and children in the villages of 
the district. The Gram Sevikas take active part in the prp- 
gramme. In 1955, there were only 5 such centres, which figure 
rose to 10 in 1960. These centres enliven poor children through 
games and offer then food as an incentive. Old women are 
also given education through story-telling, songs, etc. 

The scheme‘for Social Education in the State started in 1948-49 
but the work in this district started later. A Circle Assistant 
(Sodal Education) under the controf of the District Inspector of 
Schools was ajJpointed towards the latter part of 1949 who 
organised Social Education Centres for adult. In these goveni- 
ment sponsored Adijlt Education Centres and aided Night Schools 
instructions in, the ^ree R’s and in the fundamentals of health, 
citizenship, etc. were imparted. In 1956, a District Social 
Education Officer joined his post. 

Steps are taken to establish Literacy Centres, Night Schools, 
etc. There are Complete Centres, with two teachers, one for 
imparting training in social education and another for literacy. 
There are also Literacy Centres staffed with one literacy teacher. 
Steps have also been taken to guard against relapse of illiteracy 
by follow-up education for neoliterates. 

During the year 1973-74 there were 35 Night Schools, 24 Literacy 
Centres, 30* Complete Social Educadon Centres. 37 Social-cum- 
Community Centres and 70 One-teacher pathsalas. The entire 
scheme has of late been substituted by 30 Pilot Project Schemes 
functioning from 1974. According to the scheme, neW Adult 
Education Cent^e^ will be established in place of the existing 
centres. Some villages in every development block will be 
selected'for opening the Dew centres. Each centre will cover 
the entire village or area in about two years’* time. The centre 
will then be shifted to a new village or area. 

The District Library Association started functioning through 
ant.ad hoc committee on and-from, 16 December 1954. The 
foundation stone of the building of the Association was laid 
towards the beginning of 1956 on a piece of Kfujsmahal land. 
The District Library was constructed at a cost of about 
Rs. 1,25,QOO during the Second Five Year Plan and was formally 
opened on 28 September 1958. At present (1974), it has 473 
members and a sto<^ of ab^ut 18,000 books. The library 
receives 47 pferiodicals on different subjects. This is a ^vern- 
ment sponsored institution and is looked after by a committee 
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of twenty-nine meiiii)ers of the District Library Association head«i 
by the Deputy Commissioner as Chairman and the District Social 
^ucalion Officer as Secretary. The Association supplies books 
u> member libraries through a mobile van every month. Apart 
from the public libraries, the libraries attached to educational 
institutions and clubs can also become member libraries. The 
Association started with 7 member libraries which figure rose to 
52 in 1961 and 54 in 1974. • ' . 

In 1961, there were 12 government sponsored rural libraries 
which received a non-recurrtng grant of Rs. 4,000 each and a 
recurring grant of Rs. 165 per month, The AlipUr Duar Edward 
Library, situated in the subdivisional town of Alipur Duar^^was 
the biggest rural library and was advance^ a lump grant -of 
Rs. 30,000 in 1961 for its development. At present (1974) there 
are 32 rural libraries, a list of which is given in Appendix A.‘ 

The District Library Association distributes lump grants to 
deserving public libraries managed by voluntary workers. It also 
runs Library Centres attached to Social Education Cenucs which 
are meant tor neoliterates. 

A District Youth Welfare Council was set up in the district in 
1939 with the Deputy Commissioner as the President {ex officio) 
and the District Organizer of Physical Education as Secretary 
{ex officio). Uudec the development scheme for the improvement 
of physical education and youth welfare during the Second 
Five-year plan, the post of a District Officer for Physical Educa¬ 
tion and Youth Welfare was created and the first incumbent 
post inri957. In 1961, there were 5b YoiHh Clubs and Associa¬ 
tions in the district, excluding the clubs att^^lied to the tea 
gardens of which 25 were recognized by the Council in 1961. 
The recognized clubs get financial assistance from Government. 

The District Sports Association, established in 1956, organizes 
competitions in different games and sports amongst the clubs 
affiliated to it and hold coaching camps for the training of young 
atheletcs. In 1961, there were 29 clubs affiliated to the Assoda- 
tion, which in its turn is affiliated to the State Association, It also 
takes part in inter-district competitions in sports and games. 

There is a Subdivisional Sports Association at Alipur Duar 
which is affiliated to the District Association. It 'organizes 
atheleiic sports in the Alipur Duar subdivision. 


Source; Librarian, District Library, Jalpaiguri. 
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•School sports are oi^anized by Jogesh Chandra Memorial Indian 
Schools Sports Association, formed in 1935 for the district. 
Almost all the high schools are affiliated to it and competitions 
are organized under a zonal basis. 

There is a District Association for Bharat Scouts and Guides. 
A whole-time District Organizer, paid by the Tea Board* looks 
after its activities. Several schools are affiliated to the Associa¬ 
tion. , ' • * 

There^ are provisions for senior division NCC. junior division 
NCX^ and Auxiliary Cadet Corps fn Jhe colleges and several 
schools. * 

There are three Youth hostels, two at Buxa-Duar and one 
at Nilpara (Hashimya). They are primarily meant for teachers 
and students recognized institutions and for bonafide members 
of youth clubs- 

There is a children’s park in Jalpaiguri town managed by the 
Jaipaiguri Young Men’s Association. 

The Jalpaiguri Town Club was founded in 1898, its play-ground 
comprising and area of 3.09 acres being donated out of khasmohal 
lend by the State Public Works Department. It takes part in 
the sports and games of the district. Some of the old clubs in 
the district town are Victoria club, Raikatpara club, Ukilpara 
club, Sta^club, Diamond jubilee club, etc. In 1901. a club named 
Union club’was also founded for physical exercises. Another 
institution for physical culture named Adarsa Byayamagar was 
established in 1952 at Jalpaiguri town. 

A stadium having csfpacity for 1.400 onlookers was seV up in 
1957 on 0.99 ac/ps of land donated by the State Government. 
It was inaugurated in 15 April 1961. 

There are a few cultural societies in tfie district town of which 
Ary a Natya Samaj and ^Bandhab Nalya Saraaj are connected 
with dramatic performances. 

Educational facilities in the tea gardens were meagre in the 
beginning probably because, plantation labour was appointed 
on a three year contract basis.' The Plantation Labour Act. 
1951 made provision for educational facilities for the children 
of the labourers and some primary schools were opened in the 
tea gardens. The school^ were managed by the District Schopl 
Board and are now being looked after by the District Inspector 
of Schools for primary education. 
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* C. C, Sanyal and others (ed.), op cit., p. S18. 
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Misi^ion school 


The Christian Missonaries have contributed to the spread of 
education in the district. The Roman Catholics started the 
St. Capitanic school Cor girls in Nagrakata in 1948, which became 
a Junior High School in 1958 and a High School ip 1963. In 
1968, there were 302 girls on its roll. A co-educational school 
named Nangdala Missionary High School has been founded in 
Birpara. The American Missionaries have opened the Raymand 
Missionary Training School in Falakata in 1949. The Catholic 
Diocese Society have opened a residential institution named 
Nirmala convent for girls inTJamanpur within Alipur Duar police 
station in 1958. It became a Junior High School in 1960 and 
a High school in 1965. The Santal Mission School came into 
being in 1964. There are a few other missionary schools for 
girls located in the Denguajhar tea estate, Malbazar and Nagra¬ 
kata, one of them being the St. Mary’s Boarding. 
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APPENDIX A 

RURAL LIBRARIES OF JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 1074 



Name 

Address 

1 . 

Sailendra Smrili Paihagar, Saktigarh 

P.O. Siliguri 

2. 

Fnlbari Pathagar 0 Club 

P.O. Fulbari Hat 

3. 

Ambari Falakata Public Library^ 

P.O. Kamarvita 

4. 

Bidhan Pathagar, Lalitabari 

P.O. Saraswatipur 

5. 

Bhelakoba Public Library 

P.O. Prasannanagar 

6.. 

Sree Sang ha Pathagar 

P.O. Rajganj 

7. 

Mi loo i Pathagar* 0 Oub 

P.O. Chaulhati 

8. 

Aurobinda Anchal Pathagar 

P.O. Collegepara 

9. 

Palli Sangha, Sovabari 

P.O. Dhapganj 

10. 

Swaraj Pathagar 

P.O. Debnagar 

11 . 

Radhika Library 

P.O. Maynagufi 

12 . 

Jalpel Mohikanta Pathagar 

P.O. Jalpe^ 

13. 

Nigamananda Pathagar 

P.O. Dharampur 

14. 

Saptibari Janaklyan Pathagar 

P.O. Saptibari 

15. 

Milan! Pathagar 

P.O, Dhupguri 

16. 

Mila^ Sangha Library 

P.O. Nathoahat 

17. 

Netaji Pathagar 

P.O. Lataguri 

18. 

Chalsa Salbani Sangha Granthagar 

P.O. Chalsa 

19. 

Matiali Public Library 

P.O. Matiali 

20. 

Odlabari J.^N. Chakrabarty 

Public Library 

P.O. Manabari 

21. 

Maf Pragati Sangha • 

P C- Mai 

22. 

Jateswar Milan Pathagar 

P.G. Jateswar 

23. 

Subhas Pathagar 

P.O. Falakata 

24. 

Debendra Pathagar 

P.O. Rangalibajna 

25." 

Edward VII Memorial Libfary • 

P.O. Alipur Duar 

26. 

Tarun Pathagar, Chaparerpar 

P.O. Chaparerpar 

27. 

Ramkrishna Granthagar 

P.O. Bhatibari 

28. 

Kamakshyaguri Town Club Library 

P.O. Kamakshyaguri 

29. 

Sonapur Club-cum-Library 

P.O. Pachkalguri 

30. 

Kumargram Friends’ Union Library 

* P.O. Kumai^ramduar 

31. 

Azad Hiiid Pathagar 

P.O. Jalpaiguri 

32. 

Abhijan Sangha Library 

P.O. Boalmari 
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MEDICAL & PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 

The earliest reference to diseases in the area is perhaps to be 
found in the /imerafre of Hooker, Hooker, in course of his travel 
through Jeelpigoree and its environs between the 3rd and the 14th 
March 1849 laments thus : ‘More beautiful sites for fine mtHisions 
could not well be, and it is difficult to suppose so lovely a country 
should be so malarious as it is before and after the rains, excerisive 
best probably diffusing widely the miasma from small stagnant 
surfaces/* 

Hunter found that the principal endemic diseases of the district 
were malarious fevers, both Tcmitlent and intermittent, with all 
their complications. These fevers were attributed to malaria 
generated by the decomposition of the rank vegetation which 
abounded throughout the district. They were most prevalent 
about the beginning and end of the rains, that is. in the months 
of March and April and September and October. The remittent 
fever? of the f/Trai were severe and exhausting. The local inhabi¬ 
tants called the Mechs were sea.soned to the disease, while the 
Europeans and people of other places coming to this area had 
attacks very often.* Splenetic affections, enlargement of the liver, 
anaemia and anar sarca (a kind of dropsy), all of malarious origin, 
were common throughout the distrjet. though not to such an 
extent as in southern Bengal. Among bowel-complaints, diarrhoea 
and dysentery were the most common. The latter prevailed ex¬ 
tensively at the beginning of the cold weather, and seemed to 
depend mainly on the damp and changeable nature of the climate, 
and also to some *extent on bad food.^. The Medical Officer of 
Buxa reported in 1870 that scurvy was rampant among the native 
infantry stationed there. That was due to the want of vegetables. 
Goitre was also common, specially irr the hilly areas of the Duars. 
Cases of elephantiasis of the leg and the scrotum were occasionally 
found. Rheumatism was there in the cold weather, though it had 
been said to be associated with venereal complaints as well. The 


' |. D. ItookCT •—H/mfl/ayrtfj J/iurnnk. T.ondonr IBM, p..2Rl, 
s W, U'. Hiii?U*r — Srfl/i'srirn! trmt/tf/i of Vo!. f.omlon, 1875, 

p. 821. 

5 ibid., |). 822. 
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ihhabilants were in the habit of surrounding, Ihcir villages with 
a continuous bamboo hedge in the belief that it contributed to 
healthiness, and much of the disease originated from there. 

Cholera occasionally appeared in an epidemic form. It prevailed 
throughout the area in 1865, specially among a gang of pdsoners 
from the Rangpur jail who were engaged in building barracks for 
troops at Jalpei In April 1869, cholera brt)ke out in the 
eastern and western parts of the district. The disease spread 
northwards from the Stale of Koch Fehar, which it had previously 
ravaged: and also from Rangpur and Pumca districts, where it 
was virulent. It advanced into the Duars, attacking all sexes, 
ages, and castes al^ke, and sparing few whom it attacked, Tn 
many places ♦people left their houses and fled away. The 
disease followed the main line of road appearing at Titalia and 
Siliguri. It also occurred in the south of Jalpaiguri town. 
Sporadic cases were also there in the northern tracts. It subsided 
with the coming of the rains in May. 

Another attack, occurred in 1872. and lasted from April to 
November. The figures of mortality in the jail showed that 
out of a daily average of 61.26 prisoners, 20 deaths from cholera 
occurretl within thirty-five days.* 

Milligan quotes Backett who wrote thus in 1872: ‘‘After the 
month of March the Duars^ are very unhealthy, bin we had to 
stay out much longer iTian that.”^ 

In 1885-86. mortality owing to fever^was 23.71 per mille (i.e. 
thousand) and in 1886-87,dt was 31.01 per mille. being the worst 
in Bengal.^ 

Milligan also quotes Cofonel Boileau, who in 1888 wrote. 
The known unhealthiness «of dhe country cannot be ignored. 
Experience of five years of tea land survey establishment has 
.shown that a large proportion of the men employed fall ill dur¬ 
ing both the early and the latter part of the field season and 


* ibid., p. S2S. 

* J, A. Milligan — Phnl RfpOTt on thf Sundry and Setllfimtvt Ofjo'atiottf: 
in the falpaic^uri Dislr/cl. 1906-16, Calauta, I9ia. p. Ui. 

3 Report on the Adminisiraiion of Bengal : 
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about two amins listen die every year 0 / leave the country unfit 
for any more hard work/' The predominant feature of malaria 
was that it was most deadly even when it occurred in places 
ft'ith high malaria endemicity. The annual administration report 
of 1891-92 pointed out that deficient rainfall was the cause of 
fever that year. It says that during heavy rainfall, for want of 
proper drainage water stagnates and becomes the source’ of 
malaria, and that during drought drinking water rtins short and 
the vegetation and tanks begin to decompose, thus giving rise 
to malaria. The mortality tkie from fever in 1893-94 was 28.11 
per mille and in 1895-96 the total number of de*aths was 22.191 
caused by the blanket term ‘fever', Milligan narrates that one 
oT his first experiences on arriving in Jalpjiguri was to see* a 
planter's funeral, and that experience was repealed at short 
intervals during the fall of the dreadful year of 1906.^ Matters 
came to a head that year and one ‘Mr. Ceilings Wailich, an 
indefatigable enthusiast’, took vigorous action. The whole 
European community rose up to the occasion and realized that 
money should be spent on sanitation and prophylaxsis. In the 
following yeai. Cap(. Christophers and Dr. Bentley came to the 
Duars to investigate malaria and black water fever and pursued 
investigations till 1909. As a result of all this health conditions 
improved in the tea gardens and improved sanitation was per¬ 
ceptible throughout the district.-^ The Duars Labour Act, 1912 
also provided for inspection by Government officers of the tea 

gardens in the matter of sanitation aiijl collection of vital statistics. 

• 

Milligan says that for the period 1906-16 sanitation was a big 
problem in the district including the Western* Duars. He ex¬ 
pected that much could oe done for the benefit of health when 
co-operation from school teachers would be available and the 
basic principles of hygiene taught to Ihe students, The most 
important diseases then were malariu and other fevers, cholera, 
small-pox and enteric in humane and rabies and rinderpest •in 
animals,* Epidemic cholerS was an annual scourge at that time, 
but Milligan hoped that its virulence would subside with the 
improvement in water supply. He says: ‘Of recent years it has 

apparently entered the district on the extreme east and thence 

% 

' ibid., p. 15* 16. 

8 loc. eit. He, a Seftlement Officer, ajd lii:« tea»^ af workers were rhronic 

malarja pacienrs behveen 1907 ami 1914, 

* loc. cit, 

* ibid., p, 15. 
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spread westwards. The y^ear 1914 was a parti<;ularly bad season.” 
Small-pox was also being*reduced at that time because of vaccina- 
tion, though a virulent outbreak of small-pox was reported in 
1922 when the disease caused over 5 per cent of the total morta-'' 
lity.* The scourge continued and during 1923-24, 0.6 persons 
per 1.000 died of it.* 

In 1924-25. the highest death-rate from cholera {2.5 per 1.000) 
was reported from this district. 

As to medicarinstitutions for preventive and curative measures, 
there were three charitable dispensaries in the then district, of 
which one (establisjied in 1866) was in the present Jalpaigurl 
district and at, Jalpaiguri town. According to Hunter, the high 
death-rate among indoor patients was due to the fact that the 
people were averse to acceptii^ medical relief unless very seriously 
ill*, but by and by the number of outdoor patients began to 
increase, specially at the Jalpaiguri dispensary. The three dis¬ 
pensaries of the then district treated 1.759 patients, in 1869." 


A scheme for educating native women In practical midwifery 
was also tried at the Jalpaiguri dispensary in 1870-71 after con¬ 
sultation, with the Divisional Commissioner.^ The following table 
indicates the number of patients treated in the Jalpaiguri dis¬ 
pensary in 1872.’ 

PATIENTS TREATEQ IN TOP JATPAUUrHI DISPENSARY ^ 1872 

INDOOR OUTDOOR 

• • 



166 177 6 34 


_ ^ 

“2 ■ 


^ V 


u 

S? 

.S li «> 

w h- 

u 

eeo 

5 

ft 

A 

51'- • 

A Cue 



9 

20.48 

7,91 


u 

4-703 


Is 

II 

fj ^ 
-> f- 
< « 

32.86 


> ibid., p* 17. • 

3 .innual Admint^tralion Report : 1922 23. 

^ Annual Administration Report: 1923-24, 

* W. W. Hunter —of. p. 

5 Report on the AdministTation of Bengal: 1869-70. 
« Report on the Adminislralion of Bengal :1870-7!. 
f W. W. Humor — op. cit. p. 523. 
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Sunder made some attempts for improving sanitation in 1894 
by reserving several tanks for drinking purposes in Chengmari. 
^5outh Maynaguri and Buxa par^anci>.' He also caused some 
Raniganj pipe-wells to be sunk, and such wells numbering ninety 
were also sunk by the Deputy Commissioner in different parts of 
the DuArs-* 

The building’of the Jalpaiguri hospital was conipleted in 1905 
in place of the old hospital which was gloomy and unhealthy/' 
In the ten years from 1895 to 1904. the average daily number 
of indoor patients was 9.12 and in 1905 (the year in which the 
new hospital was opened) the number rose to 10.60 followed by 
17.83 in 1906 and 23.98 in 1907. The loljl number of indoor 
patients there in 1907 was 758 and of outdoor.patients 9,215. 
The charitable dispensaries at Alipur Duiir and Falakata treated 
7,238 and 6,839 patients, both indoor and outdoor, respectively 
in 1907. Maynaguri and Kumargram had outdoor dispensaries 
which treated 5.325 and 3.033 patients respectively in 1907/ 

Milligan opined in 1919 that the chief need of district from 
the standpoint of public health was an increase in the number 
of qualified doctors and that they .should supervise water supply, 
vaccination and anti-malaria activities. He also opined, that the 
doctors must be adequately supplied with medicines and appliances 
10 cope with disease in epidemic form." He noticed that the 
question of water supply was receiving the attention of Govern¬ 
ment. rhat in the tea gardens improvemefits in that respect had 
been made and that the District Board and othar funds annually 
spent considerable sums on Raniganj pipe-welis for improvements 
of water supply. He. however, recommended the sinking of pi/cca 
wells for the whoie district as Ranigauj pipe-wells did not last 
long.' 

• 

Towards the end of 191{>-I7, a» beginning was made with ilfree 
out of four schcmc.s designed by Dr, Bentley as experiments in 


' Sunder Sunwy atuf Seifffrrifnt of the fJii/iu hi thf 

dUtiici of Jalpaiguri . Calaif/n. 1895. p. W. 

- fhid., p. 91. 

• J. F, GruriinK Eoslem ond /tt.v/tni Disfrici Caz^ltefrs : Jdlpaigiiri, 

Allahabad. 1911 p. .55. - 

• toe. cit. ’ . 

^ J. Ar Milligan —o^. rr/., p. 17. 

'* foe. cif. 

■ hr. cif. • 
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arili-malarial operalioc. •The basis of the experiment was a 
system of sub-soil drainage. This experimeni was proposed to 
be made at the Meenglass Tea Estate in the submontane region.^ 
There the hil! streams, breeding a dangerous species of anopheles, 
were proposed to be put underground. The water was expected 
to be carried off in sub-soil drains when the flow became sluggish, 
while the storm flow was allowed to pass over them in the 
usual stream channels.* The work came into o*pcration during 
the raics of 1917. Additional gram was given that year for 
such* experimcnig in other hill streams within the area of ex¬ 
periment. Sub-Assistant Surgeons were sene to Meengkss to 
watch the result of the scheme and supervise the free disUibU; 
don of quinine and* other drugs." Anti-malarial activities con¬ 
tinued during the following years and in 1921-22 the fever index 
was 7 per cent below the mean of the preceding four years. The 
spleen index among the permanently resident children in the 
treated area was 56.5 in 1921 compared with 75.5, the mean of 
the preceding four years. In 1928-29. experimental anti-malarial 
schemes continued. Other anli-malarial measures adopted in 
addition to the distrihiifinn of quinine and cinchona febrifuge 
through District Board dispensaries, kala-a/ar doctors and anti- 
malarial co-operative societies were usually the treatment of 
malaria patients and propaganda by lantern slides, clearing of 
jungles, disinfecting the stagnant water bodies and draining of 
small collections of water and stagnant drains. 

• 

As to other medical activities, kalu-a/ar surveys were coflducicd 
in the district frcmi time to time. Educational propaganda and 
publicity, was also resorted to in 1930-31.. That year the Publicity 
Bureau of the Bengal Public Health Department arranged the 
delivery of several lectunes with or without the aid of lantern 
slides for health propaganda, and at their stimulation the District 
Board organized its own propaganda department under the District 
Health Officer. * • 

The District Board had also introduced free vaccination in 
1917-18 and salaried vaccinators under it took the place of licensed 
vaccinatore in 1920-21. I?ow death-rate from cholera was reported 
in 1920-21 as a Result of disinfection of v^ells. 

m • 


' Report on thr Ad/ninisitfithn o{ : f9l6't7. 

* Report ou the Admtnhhauon of Bengal : i9l7-18. 
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It has been reported that in 1883-84, the largest proportion 
municipal income was devoted to sanitation in this district. The 
^Sanitary Board of Bengal met seven times in 1935 and considered 
projects for Jalp^guri Water Supply Extension. The Chief 
Engineer reported in 1934 that the * decentralised storage’ system 
of distribution had proved a success in the Jalpaiguri and some 
other municipalities. It was introduced as a method of checlcing 
waste of water *and it was proposed to introduce’this system of 

distribution in all new schemes of water supply. 

# 

Vital Statistics The system of registration of mortality for some selected 
urban and rural areas was introduced under the Bengal Births 
and Deaths Registration Act (Act IV of 1873J. The Act was then 
mainly administered through the local bodies. In this district, 
according to Hunter, the selected urban area 100 years ago was 
the Jalpaiguri town and certain outlying villages with a total 
population of 6,281.* In 1875, the number of deaths within this 
area was 157 or 24,99 per thousand. The selected rural area was 
pargana Maynaguri with a total population of 48,185. of whom 
664 or 13.78 per thousand died in 1873. 

With the taking over of the district health services by the 
government in January 1959 effort was made to collect health 
statistics in a better way, A development scheme was undertaken 
for the purpose.® The scheme included a central processing in 
Calcutta of vital statistics (including statistics from hospitals') 
and a flniform standard for collection of th*e same and for institut¬ 
ing investigations in selected areas, •• 

% 

The naultiple categories of Registrars of vital statistics in the 
urban and rural dreas include Chairman or Health Officers of 
the municipalities in respect of the urban areas. Sanitary Inspectors 
of rural Public Health Circles. Medical Officers of Rural Health 
Centres, Inspectors or Investigators of Ideal Registration ind 
Model Health Units. Railway Station Masters and others. The 
Officers-in-Charge of Police Stations (except in the Darjiling 
district) and the Anchal Pradhans have been relieved of the work 
from April 1970. The Ideal Registratioi and Model Health Units 

9 

- • 

* W. W. Hunter — op. cii. p, 32$. • • 

* J. ftitta Gupta and P. C. Choudhury — Census of India 1961 : Vol^ 

XVI: West Bengal Sikkim: Part I — I'.hepon on Vital Statistics. 

Delhi, 1967, g. 8, 
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silbmit their returns to bhe State Bureau of Health Intelligence. 
West Bengal regularly. As regards Jalpaiguri it appears that 
in 1967 out of 105 reporting units of the district, 100 reported, 
the vital events, that is, 1 municipality, 87 Anchals and 12 
miscellaneous units reported the vital events out of 2 munici¬ 
palities, 91 Anchals and 12 miscellaneous agencies respectively. 


Although deficiency in man. material and money and lack of 
responsiveness of the people stood on^the way of correct recording 
of deaths, atteny)ts have been made to set the defect right by 
sample studies. Such studies are undertaken independently of 
normal registration to obtain correct results in both quantitative 
and qualitative aspects. Not only the absolute number of vital 
events, but also qualitative expressions of the events like the 
causes of deaths are taken into consideration. Such studies were 
taken up in the state in a phased manner since 1965. The pro¬ 
gramme is launched near the Primary Health Centres for opera¬ 
tional ease. In this district two Primary Health Centres (Maynaguri 
and Falakata) were selected for intensive operations on a working 
ratio of .1 — programme area (unit) to 1 million population. 
The scheme aims at finding out broad symptoms and conditions 
of the patient, by personnel enquiries from the family of the 
deceased,* etc.’ 


Model Registra- 
lion (Deacti^ : 
in Primary Health 
(Jencre Ajeas 


Hospital data are also an important source for collection of Hospital data 
health statistics. The hospitals send in-patient records, monthly 
returns of patients treated tn the outdoor and annual adminis¬ 
trative reports. •The receipt position of these reports are not. 
however,, always bright as will appear from the table below. 


RECEIPT POSITION OF HOSPIT.M. RETURNS VoR |A1.PAICURI 
DISTRICT ; 1967^ 


rotal No. 

• 

of medical in^stUutions 

No. of 

ra ed iral in sti tu tions 

which 


« 

• 

% 

submitted returns 



Hospitals 


Hospitals* 



« 

& HealUi 

Dispeii* 

& Health 

Dispen¬ 


A 

Centres 

sanes Clinics 

Centres 

saries 

GUnics 

w 

40 

H 28 

.82 (80.0>* 

10 (71.4)* 

*l (4.0>' 


• 

• 






’ Government of West Bengal. State Bureau ofJIealth Intelligence Report 
on Mo(Ul Registration : Surwy of Causes of Ueath Scheme, West Bengal. 
19eS-70. Calcutta, pp. • 

2 Government ot West Bengal. State Bureau of Health Intellf^nce — 
Annual Report on Hospital Statistics : West Bengal : 2957, Calcutta, p. 2. 
• Figures in brackets indicate percentage. ^ 
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The sampling technique has also been resorted to for wactH)! 
a system of full coverage of vital registration. As per recommen- 
•dation of the Conference on Improvement of Viul StaUsfics held 
in New IDelhi io Ajxil 1961. the Registrar General, India. nccepUd 
inter alia the plan for a short-term scheme of sample regislrauon 
of Wrths and deaths to get dependable current data on birth smd 
death-rates. The working group set up by the Planning 
Commission alw approved it as one of the centrally-sponsor 
schemes during the third five-year plan with 75 per cent central 
assistance.* The scheme opened up with a pilot study m.July 
1966 to be followed by sample surveys in full scale from Jan^ry 
J968, The State was divided into two natural or geographic^ 
divisions namely, the Himalayan consisting of the three wnti- 
guous districts of Darjiling. Jalpaiguri and KocL Bihar and the 
plains consisting of the remaining districts. The vital rates 
obtained under the scheme has been found to be fairly reasonable 
and accurate. 


Half-yearly censuses of births and deaths are also undertaken 
to improve the system of registration. The estimated mid-year 
population in 1967 in the district was as follows.” 

Urban Rural .Total 


Male 

Female 

Total 


46.848 7.82.282 8.29.130 

38.J13 . 6.78.140 7.16.253 

84.961 14.60,422 15.45.383 


Under this scheme the local Registrars of Births and Deaths 
are to select a compaa area having 4.000 population near th«r 
respective headquarters. Each house, in the area should be 
visited twice a year—once in July and again in January to 
ascertain births and deaths occurring in each house of the selected 
area during the six months preceding the month of survey. 


The following table shows the number of age-wise deaths 
in the district. 


; Government erf West Bengal. St»c ralritw "d V 

^nrfual Report on Hospital StaHsUcs : West 
t Government of West Bengal. State Bureau of Health InteU^;eno. 

Rtfyort on Vital Slfitistirs, West Beagat. 1967 , Calrutta, p »i. 
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^DfiATHS* HEGC^TERED BY AGE-GROUP AND IN JALPAIGURI 

DISTRICT : 196?> 


'*^1 

Age^roup 

Total 

Male — . 

Urban ^feural 

Total 

Persons 

Urban 

•• 

Rural 

Under 28 days 

407 

48 

359 

743 

70 ‘ 

673 

28 ^ys-r- 
il months 

313 

8 

305 

570 

15 

555 

Under 1 year 

720 

56 

^664 

1,313 

85 

1,228 

1—!4 years * 

1,128 

64 

1,064 

2,181 

106 

2,075 

15—44 years 

1,092 

160 

932 

2,582 

257 

2.325 

45—64 years 

1,316 

126 

1,190 

2,204 

175 

2,029 

65 years + 

1,>92 

77 

1,115 

2.005 

165 

1,840 

Age not stated* 

24 

6 

18 

35 

9 

26 

All ages 

5,472 

489 

4,983 

10,320 

797 

9.523 


It will appear from the foregoing table that (he largest number 
of deaths has been recorded in the 15—4^ age-group» followed by 
the 45—64 age-group. Both these groups take a span of 19 
years, but if age-groups upto 14 years are taken together, the 
deaths in childhood far surpass the deaths in ^e other two groups. 

la this cfanexioa we may consider die large number of infant infant dcatii* 
deaths (i.e. under one year) in the district, specially in its rural 
areas as will appear from the table below. 


NO- OF 

INFANT 

DEATHS 

IN JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 

idsra 

Urban 

.Rural 


Total 


Male 

Persons 

M^e 

Persons 

Male* 

Female 

Persons 

56 

85 

664 

1,228 

720 

593 

1,313 

<54.1)* 

(42.5) 

^47.0) 

^43.8) 

(47.5) 

(39.8) 

(43.7) 


Tbe details of infant deaths upto one year of age is given in 
the tabl^ below. 


^ Governmem of West Bengal. State Bureata of Health Intdlrgeiicc — 
Aftnuitl Report on ViUi Statistics,^West Bengal, 1967, p XIV. 
fWrf; p. VT* ' * • . 

* Tbe figures in brackets indicate the r^e« per 1.000 live births. 
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f ibid.f p, XLlX. , ^ 

> J. Ditfta Gupta and P. C. Choudhury — Censurof India f96I : Vol. KVI: 
West lieupiat & Sikkim : Part /•? .* Report op Vital Stathtics. Delhi, 1967, 
p 3. 
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NO. OF BIRTHS, IN JALPaIGORI DIS'WllGT : 1967* 


Urban 

Rural 


Total 

Sg 

Male 

Persons 

Male 

Persons 

Male 

Female 

Persons 

1,035 

1.999 

14.121 

28,052 

15,156 

14,895 

30,051 

(]2.2>* 

(23.5) 

(9.7) 

(19.2) 

(9.8) 

(9.6) 

(19.4) 


The following table further shows the number of deaths by sex 
in the district in 1967. * 


NO, OF DEATHS IN' JAI.PaIGURI DISTRICT ; 19675 


Urban ^ Rural Total 


Male 

Perst^s 

Male 

Persons 

Male 

Female 

Persons 

489 

797 

4,983 

9,523 

5,472 

4,848 

10,320 

(10-4)* 

(9.4) 

(^-4) 

(6.5) 

(6.6) 

(6-8) 

(6.7) 


A comparative study of the two foregoing tables would indicate 
that the dcath-.ratc is lower than the birth-rate as in other places, 

The following table shows the situation of live and still births 
in the district vis-a-vis the Stale as obtaining in 1967. It will be 
seen that there is a fairly high still birth ratio in the State as in 
the district which calls for better pre-atal care. 

LIVE AND STILL iflRTHS IN JALPAIGORI DISTRICT 19673 

Still Bhth ratio per 



Live 

Births 

Still Bjrths 

100 

total birth.s 


urban 

ruftil 

urban 

rural 

^ urban 

rural 

loUl 

West Bengal 

1,SO,201 

4,15,027 

3,105 

3,508 

2.53 

0.84 

1.20 

JalpSiguri 

U999 

28,055 

137 

545 

6-41 

1.91 

2.22 


The list furnished in Appendix A" shows the number of out¬ 
door and indoor patients treated in the hospitals and the 
deaths thereof in the district. It will be seen that quite a large 
number of patients suffer from dysentery and other ga|tric 

1 Government of West Bengal, State Bui'eao of Health Intelligence — 
Annual Report on Sfatislics- Wfst Bengal: 29^, p. IV. 

5 ibid., p. V. j ^ ^ 

5 ibid., p. 9, 

• The figures in brackets indicate the rates per 1,000 population. 
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diseaies;, luberculosw. anaemias, eic.. thQugh the largest aumher 
of deaths are seen to have been occasioned by anaemias. The list 
Appendix B shows the number of deaths from some selected 
causes in the district during 1961 and 1966. 

(t is -seen that the rural health of the Dlstricl is poorer than 
the urban. The following table shows Ihe number of deaths 
from some selected diseases in the rural and urban sectors of the 
district. 


I>K \ 1 US IN IH£ 

klRAI 

AM) LRUAN \KKAS \VI 

1 M K \ 1 l.s 

iu:k 

, \m.u 

; or J. 

SI PAKU'RI 

niSTRU 

:'l : 


. 

Name of 


Death 


V 

^Ralc 


Diseases 

Total 

Urban 

Rural 

I'otal 

Urban 

Rural 

Aneamias 

782 

29 

753 

.51 

.34 

.52 

Bronchitis 

172 

5 

167 

.11 

.06 

.11 

Dysentery 

554 

20 

534 

.36 

.24 

.37 

Gastrttis 

241 

39 

202 

.16 

.46 

.14 

Infective & 







Parasitic 







diseases 

I2i 

1 

120 

.08 

.01 . 

.08 

Leprosy 

30 

— 

30 

.02 

- 

.02 

Malignant 







neoplasms 

90 

27 

.63 

.06 

.32 

.04 

Measles" 

10 

— 

10 ‘ 

'.01 

— 

.01 

Metabolic & 





' * 


nutritional 







diseases 

399 

j 1 

388 

.26 

-13 

.27 

Nervous system & 

• 


■ 




.sense organs 







--diseases of 

65 

17 

'“48 

.04 

-20 

.03 

Pneumonia 

985 

16 • 

969 

.64 

.19 

.66 

Smalbpox 

3 


3 



— 

Snake bites & 







stings of 







venomous 



- 


. 


animals, etc. 

41 

3 

38 

.03 

• .04 

.03 

Typhoid 

48’ 

7 ^ 

41 4 

,-03 

.08 

.03 

T.B. — pulmonary 

256 

27 

229 

.32 

’.16 

.08 

Tetanus 

84 

12 

72 

-05 

14 

-05 
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A list of public hospitals aod dispensarios has been given in 
Appendix C. The list contains state hospitals, departmental 
fao8pital,8, public health centres, etc. along with the number .pf 
in such iiutitutioiis. The following table shows the urban 
and rural medical institutions iiTThe district in 1950 and 1971. 

URfiAN AND RURAl. MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS IK TALPAIGUKI 
• , DISTRICT : I95D-71 • 

* Increase 

l$7\ in beds during 

Rural ^Urban Rural Urban 1950-71, (%) 

No. Beds No. Beds No. Beds No. Beds Rural Urban 

30 19 *6 289 57 218 18 626 1,047.3 116.6 


The foregoing table shows that there has been a considerable 
increase in the number of rural medical institutions as compared 
to the urban ones over the 20-year period b^inning from 1950. 
In 1971. there were 8 hospitals with 638 beds. 34 health centres 
with 206 beds. 21 clinics and 16 dispensaries. The following 
table shows the different kinds of hospitals functioning in the 
district. 


HOSPITALS BY CATEGORIES OF INSTi rirnONS : 1971 


ft 

i 
X 

•1 301 1 6B , 2 112 3 S6 1 71 

'There is a horaoeopathic.di8pensaiy at the Theosophical Lodge 
at Jalpaiguri run by the Jalpaiguri municipality. 

Hie Chief Medical Officer of Health is in charge of the medical 
and public health administration of the district. The functiobs of 
the Civil Surgeon were formerly restricted to the curative aspect 
of public health an^ its preventive aspect was entrusted under 

W . 
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* Bet^^g 10 police, jail departments, «c. 
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Bengal Act III of 1885 lo the district and local boards and later 
to the union boards formed under Bengal Act V of 1919. A Dis- 
tsicl Health Officer whose charges were borne by the District Board 
and the provincial government, was then used to be appointed 
under the District Board to look after the preventive side of public 
health, ' On the recommendation of the Bhore Commission of 
1946, both the curative and preventive sides of public health came 
under the control of the Chief Medical Officer of Health in 1958 
replacing the former Civil Surgeon. The CMOH is now assisted 
by the District Medical Officer, who is also the superintendent- of 
the district hospital, on the curative side and by the District Health 
Officer on the preventive side of public health. There are also 
district family planning officer, medical officer of school health, 
district tuberculosis officer, assistant district health officer 
(malaria), medical officers of primary and subsidiary health 
centres, subdivisional health officer and subdivisional medical 
officer under the control of the CMOH in the district. 

The following table shows the number of medical staff in 
Jalpatguri District. 

MAN POWKR (HEALTH) POSI HON IN JALPAlGCRt 
DISTRICT : 197 
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The number of private hospitals and dispensaries, etc. appears 
in the list in the Appendix A. According to the Census of 1961 
there were 525 (including 6 female^) physicians, surgeons and 
dentists in the rural areas of the district. In the urban areas 
such persons numbered 607 (including 3 females). According 
to that census there were 540 (including 139 females) nurses, 
pharmacists and other medical and h^Ith technicians- in the 
rural areas of the district. Such persons in the urban areas 
numbered 356 (including 146 females). e 

^ Government of West Bengal, Slate Bmeau of Health Intelligence — 
Health on the March ; Wett Bengal : 1971, p. 19. 
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The following table shows the distribuiion bf general physicians, 
surgeons and dentists in different police stations of the district 
according to the Census of 1961. 


NUMBER OF PHYSICIANS, E IC. I.\ JALPAIOURI DISTRICT : 1961 


Police Riatioii 

Males 

Rural 

Females 

Males 

Urban 

Females 

Jalp^uri 

_ 


450 

2 

Rajganj * 

45 

— 

— 

— 

Maynaguri 

95 

— 

29 

1 

Nagrakata 

22 

— 

— 

. 

Dhupguri 

• 52 

— 

22 

— 

Mai 

27 

— 

14 

— 

Madarihat 

39 

— 

— 

— 

Falakata 

56 

— 


— 

Kalchini 

56 

— 

— 

— 

Alipur Duar 

100 

‘ 3 

81 

— 

Kumargram 

27 

3 

— 

— 


The Plantation Labour Act 1951, together with the West Bengal 
Plantation Labour Rules 1956, regulates the service conditions of 
Plantatipn Labour.' It prescribes that in every plantation, em¬ 
ploying LOGO workers or more employers should provide hospitals 
with a minimum of 15 beds and adequate medical staff. In the 
gardens where hospitals do not exist, dispensaries with a maximum 
number of 5 beds under the care of a qualified physician-assisted 
by a fully irayied nurse are required to be provided. If any 
employer does not provide and maintain medical facilities as 
required under the rules, Jic is required to pay full costs of such 
medical facilities by arrangement with any neighbouring hospital. 

It has been ascertained «that each tea garden under Dooars 
Branch of Indian Tea Association has its own hospital with both 
indoor and outdoor facilities.* * 


I Government of West Bengal — Labour in West Bengal: 1972, pp. 67*8. 

* Source r Joint Secretary, Dooars Branch, Indian Tea Association, 
Binnaguri. Also cf. “In the interior of the district, apart from the 
Government hospitals an^ dispensaries, the tea gardens, l^ch European 
and Indian, have between them as many as 153 dispensaries. There are 
two parciculaHy tea garden hospitals m the Western Duars, one 
attached to JCalabari Yea Estate «bout 4| miles west of, Banarhat, and 
another at Mathura Tea Estate about 7 miles from Silbarighat.'*’ vide. 
A. Mitra — Census 1952 : West Bengal: District Handbooks : /alpaiguri, 
Caicntca, p. IXIll. 


Medical facilities 
in tea gardens 
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Sdiool HeaUli. 


A >u I - ru bcrni Imis 
activiries 


i 


Family Planning 


School Health activities consist of examination of the health’ 
condition of the students in the areas having health centres, In 
1^2, such activities were carried out in 35 Rural Health Centres 
of the district, both Primary and Subsidiary. The programme was 
undertaken in 416 schools having 56,405 students. The schools 
visited numbered 282 and the students examined numbered 14,884 
of whom 4.164 students had defective health, 3,130 having one 
defect and the rest more than one. There were 1,009 students 
suffering from skin diseases. 383 from chronic digestive disorder, 
1.195 from diseases of teeth and gum. 514 from enlarged tonsils, 
335 from defective nutrition among others suffering from other 
diseases. Cases of goitre were examined in Sulkapara. Ramsal, 
Churabhuder, Saptihari, Odlabari and Kumarg^am health centres, 
the largest number of goitres. (117 and 244 respectively) being 
reported from the last two. The report for the year says that 532 
guardians were present during health examination of the students 
at school, 1,881 guardians were notified for correction of defects 
of their wards, 2.663 defective students were kept under the 
surveillance of teachers for follow-up, 657 students were followed 
up by health staff at home. The defective students treated at the 
health centres numbered 7.828 (new) and 6,577 (old) — of whom 
252 new cases and 11 old cases were referred to specialist treal- 
ment centres. SaniUry inspection was also held in L72-schools 
and the immunizations done numbered 420 for primary vaccina¬ 
tion and 9,572 for re-vaccination. Other immunizations numbered 
5.808 (T^ABC). 4.751 (anti-cholera) and 265 (TAB). The BCG unit 
also administered BCG inoculation to 34,152 students. 

The Indian Red Cross^ Society, Jalpaiguri branch run.s Rani 
Asrumati Hospital to which a T.B. clinic is attached. The T.B. 
beds in that clinic number 60 of which 20 beds are reserved by 
the Health and 10 by the Relief and Rehabilitation departments 
of the State Government. The rest bf the beds are donated by 
the Tea Board and other endowments. The same institution 
runs another T.B. clinic at Maynaguri to which a domiciliary unil 
has been attached by the Slate Government. The District T.B. 
Centre is attached to the Sadar Hospital. Jalpaiguri and a chest 
cliTuc-cum-domiciliary unil is located ia the Alipur Duar sub- 
divisional hospital. BCG vaccination was administered to 38.581 
and 62,419 persons in t97] and [972 resp^^clively. 

The hospitals and health centres having family planning 
welfare centres^atlached to them have beer shown in Appendix C 
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• 

h may be recalled that during the first two five-year plans, popula- 
non control was based on a clinical approach to the problem. 
During the third plan a comprehensive campaign was undertaken 
which was integrated with maternity and child health programmes. 
In the fourth plan, the programme was intensified. The primary 
aim was that of reducing the annual birth rate. The. opera¬ 
tional goals were the adoption of family planning as a way of life 
through group acceptance of a small family nofm. dissemination 
of knowledge of family planning methods and ready availability 
of .supplies and services. The pro|ramme is now implemented 
through the Slate Governments as Centrally.sponsored schemes 
with full financial assistance. According to the 1971 Census 90 2 
per cent of the poj^ulalion is rural. Of total sterilisation done 
in 1970.71 an^ 1971-72. 50.2 and 86.4 per cent respectively were 
done in rural areas. The percentages of rural to total lUCD 
during the said years were respectively 78.2 and 64.7. In 
1971-72. 197 lubectomy operations were succe.ssfully done in 
the Sadar Hospital of the district, The following table shows 
the progress of the .sterill.salion programme in the district since 
1966-67. 


STKRII.IZA tlON IN J-M.l-AICI'RI niSTRICT ,■ 


(066-72 


Year 

Vasectomy 

* 

T ujDeciomy 

Total 

Target 

1966-67 


252 

784 

1,000 

1967-68 

n.536 • 

76 

11.612 

4,800 

1968-69- 

9,463 

81 

•9.544 

9.960 

1969-70 

1.412 

184 

1,596* 

9,900 

1970-71 

1,787 

• 235 

2.022 

10,600 

1971-72 

7.308 

*382 

7.690 

4.200 


Percent¬ 
age of 
target 
achieved 

• 

78.4 

241.9 

95.8 

16.1 

19.1 
183.0 


niSTRiBnxroN of convf.vtionaj 
JATPA lGURt DISTRICT 


CONTRACEPTIVES IN 
1968.73 


Year 

1968- 69 . 

1969- 70 

1970- 71 

1971- 72 

1972- 73 


Condom 

Jelly (units) 

Foam tablet 

17,060 

485 

5,954* 

55.692 

1,319 

5.140 

83^24 

. 9^6 

2,114 

76.071 

1,154 

* 1,942 

73,391 

719 

180 
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All i< •malaria 
aclivhies 


Anti'leprosy 
frOrk 


It will be seen from the above table that the conventionar 
contraceptives are popular and are being used in good numbers. 

■ The following table shows the progress of the Intra-uterine 
cervical device in recent years. 


PROGRESS 

(yV lUCD IN JALPAIOURI DISTRICT.: 19C?>*72 

Year 



Parcentage of 

Target 

Total 

•target achieved 

1965-66 

4,723 

9,944 

210,5 . 

1966-67 

9,446 

4,843 • 

51,3 

1967-68 

5,512 • 

1,678 

* 30,4 

1968-69 

6,640 

214 

3.2 

1969-70 

1,400 

185 

13.2 

1971-72 

119 

400 

29.6 

That malaria 

was a scourge 

of the district 

has been shown in 


the earlier part of this chapter. The National Malaria Control 
Programme was launched in 1953 and was changed into the 
National Malaria Eradication Programme in 1958. According 
to the earlier programme, three rounds of DDT spHying were 
continued in the district- Active surveillance of patients was 
undertaken from the year 1961 and was carried out by fortnightly 
house visites by the NMEP stal?, Blood* smears were collected 
from fever cases to detect malaria cases and to p^vide for radical 
treatment. An independent appraisal team set up by the 
Government of India assessed the progress of the programme in 
the district. 

• 

Surveillance operation through fortnightly house visits and 
treatment through medical relief institutions continue in -the 
entire district. Besides, two rounds of insecticidal coverage to 
all roofed structure are also undertaken. 


The incidence of leprosy is not very high in the district, the 
prevalence rate being 0.25 per cent to 0.5 per cent. There is a 
leprosy clinic in Jalpsiiguri town run bv Zilla Parishad. The 
State Government gives grants to the Parishad for the main- 
tenaoce of the clinic. 
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• A Pharmacy Training, Centre has been established in Jalpaiguri 
town in 1949. It offers Diploma in Pharmacy after 2 years’ 
academic and 3 months’ practical training. Upto the end p/ 
1973, 364 students passed out of it since its inception, The 
teaching staff numbers 14 in all Fifty students are admitted in 
each session and the tuition fee charged per student is Rs. 5 per 
month. Fifteen per cent of the seats are reserved for Scheduled 
Casta Students and five per cent for the Scheduled Tribes. There 
is provision for ten merit-cum-means scholarships Rs. 50 per month. 

The District Health Officer under the control of the Chief 
Medical Officer of Health looks after public health preventive 
work in the rural areas. Formerly an officer of the District 
Bbard, the District Health Officer has become a State Govern¬ 
ment official since 1st January 1959 as from that day the public 
health activities have been taken over by Government. The 
District has 12 rural public health circles manned by 12 Sanitary 
Inspectors who in their turn are assisted by 85 Health Assistants 
and 47 Public Health nurses. Apart from preventive work 
through administration of inoculation, vaccination, etc. the DHO 
issues licenses for saie of food article and takes control measures 
under the Prevention of Food Adulteration Act. 1954 and the 
rules framed thereunder in 1955. The following table shows 

preventwe work undertaken by the DHO in recent years. 

% 


Pharmacy Train* 
Ing C^tre, 
Jalpaiguri 


SAVtTATlON 


VACCINATIONS, INOCULATIONS, ETC, DONE IN THE RURAI. 
AREAS OF JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 1968-72. 

■ • 

Persons immu- 

Vaccination n i zed by Tri pie 


Year 

• Primary 

Re-vac- 

AC 

•TABC 

Antigen & 




cinatfon 

• 


• 

Double Antigen 


1968 

44,189 

• 

2.05,593 

•70,573, 

1.30,055 


w 

1969 

49.637 

1,91.129 

59.728 

1.39,090 

— 

» 

1970 

56,858 

1.76.312 

69,648 

1,43,072 

23,557 


1971 

53.808 

• 

2.88.926 

2.07,200 

1,39,256 


• 

1972 

97,213 

2,81.461 

68,802 

8,682 

— 



Regarding ^ssue of food licences the following table shows the 
coHecHons made therefrom by the State on that account. 


19 
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FOOD LICENCES ^ISSUED IN JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 1970.73 • * 


New licences Old licences 
year issued renewed 

1970- 71 1,833 4,930 

1971- 72 1.925 4,317 

1972- 73 1.956 5369 


Fees 

Collected (Rs.) 
13,167.50 
12,042.00 
12306.0Q 


The following table further shows how food adultepallon is. 
being prevented in rural areas. 


ADMINISTRATION OF FOt)D ADULTERATION ACT, 1954 IR 
JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 1967-72 • 

No. of Prosecutions 






9 

Mi 

s 

si's 


V 

>- 

*7 N 
^ SA 

No. of 
sample 
analyse 

.S'D 

es 

For sel 
food w 
licence 

•KPS 
o S u 

!z-8€ 

©5 

zl 

1967 

146 

146 

15 

158 

92 

54 

1968 

155 

136 

32 

48 

85 

51 

1969 

107 

40 

10 

13 

33 

7 

1970 

64 

8 

39 

14 

2 

6 

1971 

63 

58 

59 

3 

3a 

• 28 

1972 

125 

125 

82 

45 

86 

39 


The municipalities have their own complement of public health 
staff. Xhe Jalpaiguri Municipality administered re-vaccination to 
12,115 persons, primary vaccination to 824, T^BC inoculation 
to 879, AC inoculation to 2,235 in 1972-73. It*also disinfected 
1,287 houses and 769 w^s the same ^ear. 

The following table shows the measures taken for improvement 
of public health by the Alipur Duar Municipality in recent years. 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACTIVITIES OF THE ALIPUR DUAR 
MUNICIPALITY : 1971-73 

. • Inoculations Disinfections 




V 



<3 




is 

tj 

CQ 

> 



■1 



t 

O 

>- 

7 « 

z > 

« 

■"1 
z S 

u 

< . 

C-P 

ea 

< 

^ • 

S 

< 

5 • 

4> • 

V9 

3 

© 

X 


1971-72 

1,199 

11,900 

9340 

804 

275 

• 72 

53 

1972-73 

1,136 

17,277 

4397 

5,153 

493 

153 

U5 
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• Sanitation b the ijiunicipal areas is administered by the Water Supply 
municipalities themselves. As to water supply the Jalpaguri ^ • 
Municipality had its water works completed in 1934. Two 
diameter tube-wells were the sources of water supply at that 
time. The designed capacity of ihe works then was 1.12.000 * ^ 

gallons per day to serve 28.000 people. Now the Municipality 
maintains three deep electrically operated tube-wells whose daily 
output is 1.70.000 gallons for 36,000 people. 


In Alipur Duar town the street tnbe-wells are the main source 
of supply of drtnking water. The Alipur Duar Municipality sunk 
10 tube-weUs and re-sunk 36 during 1971-72. It sunk 6 tube- 
wells and re-sunk 36 during 1972-73. The total number X>f 
lube-wells ugto March 1973 was 210. This Municipality has 
taken up a water supply scheme at a cost of Rs. 19,40.000, | of 
which will be borne by the Stale Government and J by the 
Municipality itself. They have sunk 4 tube-wells in two 7ones. 
mainly the old town and the new town areas. The Zilla Parishad 
have transferred to the municipality the siie for the purpose of 
erection of head works, pumping house, staff quarters, etc. They 
have also started laying pipes and the work is being looked after 
by the Public Health Engineering department of the Slate 

Government. 

• 

The Jalpaiguri Municipality have some schemes for shifting the 
compost ground to a place away from the inhabited area and 
for conversion of seryice privies into sanitary latrines. In Alipur 
Duar town it appears that for want of a treaching ground, the 
present private arrangement of dumping night-soil is causing 
great -annoyance and effecting public health seriously.’ The 
Municipality secured land for establishment <jf a trenching ground 
in 1964. The approach mad to that ground has also been acquired 
and it is expected that th^ trenching ground would be utilised 
sfon. The Alipur Duar Municipality like its counterpart at 
Jalpaiguri arranged for cleaning of roads and drains. 

The Alipur Duar Municipality did some work on drainage by 
protecting the damaged road at Aravinda Nagar. a part of the 
town, and by improving the drainage system of the area at a 
cost of Rs. 16*948 in 1972-73. 

_ ! _ • • . . 

1 Allniir Duar MiitiifipalUv — Admiw.flrtrlfon Report for 
7922.7?. p. 8, 


Conservancy 


Drainage 


% 
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Rural Watpr The Executive Engineer, North Bengal Division. Siliguri \ook% 
^ after both rural and urban water supply schemes and there is one 
^i^sistanl Engineer at Jalpajguri working under him. Drinking 
water is available from tube-wells or wells. In 1970-71, 123 
. tube-wells were sunk in the district and in 1971-72. 19 ring-wells 

and 60 <ube-wells were sunk. 

The average depth of water level for lube-wells in different 
police stations is ^ven below: 

AVERAGE DEPTH OF WA'fER LEVEL FOR TUBE-WF.LLS IN » 

^ JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 1974 • 


9 



Name of Polices Station Average Depth of Water Level 


1. Jalpaiguri (Kotwali P.S.) 13' —0" 

2. Rajganj (Part) ICy —0" 

3. Maynaguri (Part) 12' — 0" 

4. Dhupguri (Part) 12' — 0" 

5. Mai N.A. 

6. Nagrakata N.A. 

7. Matiali N.A. 

8. Alipur Duar 14' —0" 

9. Kalchini 15' —0" 

10- Falakata 12' —0" , ‘ 

11, Kumargram 

12, Madarlhat N.A. 


From 1972-73 the rural water supply programme is being 
execute by the Deputy Commissioner through the Block Deve¬ 
lopment Officers. The rurai water supply agency has been* main¬ 
taining 4 piped water supply schemes namely. Jate^war Water 
Supply Scheme, Banarhat Water Supply Scheme. Lukshan Water 
Supply Scheme, Jalpaiguri Hospital Water Supply Scheme. Tt 
also maintains 32 water supply schemes in the primary and sulj- 
sidiary health centres. Piped wafer supply schemes have also 
been taken up in Maynaguri and Kalchini. 

In the tea plantation areas drinking water supply is mostly 
derived from deep tube-wells; with attached pipe lines and from 
the Vhorcts through pipe lines. * 


t 


N.A. — Not avaflable. 



• 

• 
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• APPENDIX A 

• 


PA'IIENTS TREAIED IN RECOGNISED HOSPITALS AND 

HEAL'W 

CENTRES IN 

JALPAIGURI DISTRICT ! 1961-66 


Name of Diseases 


1961 

. 1966 

Total* patients treated 

Outdoor 

l.(X),72^599 1.27,53,391 

in ‘West Bengal 

Indoor 

1,00,745 

1,18,414 


Deaths « 

16,408 

22,127 

Total patients Veated 

Outdoor 

3,10,313 

4,19,609 

in the District 

Indoor 

2,548 

2,890 


Deaths 

403 

460 

Allergic Diseases » 

Outdoor 

2,956 

5,084 

• 

Indoor 

3 

3 


Deaths 

— 

.— 

Anaemias 

Outdoor 

6,317 

10,006 


Indoor 

63 

112 


Deaths 

32 

42 

Cholera 

Outdoor 

78 

56 


Indoor 


2 


Deaths 


2 

Diabetes 

Outdoor 

30 

111 

• 

Indoor 

2 

5 


Deaths 


1 

Diphtheria 

Outdoor 

90 

201 

• 

Indoor 

19 

. 29 


Deaths 

3 

8 

Diseases of Chif^-birth 

Outdoor 

108 

1.530 

(Haemorrhage) 

Indoor • 

26 

15 


Deaths 

, 7 

4 

Dyesentry (Amoebia) 

•Outdoor 

14.580 

37,544 


Indoor 

53 

13 


Deaths 

1 

1 

Early Infancy Dieseases 

Outdoor • 

9 

18 

(Infections) 

Indoor 

2 



Deaths 

1 

— 

Effects of Poison 

Outdoor 

68 

103 

• 

* Indoor 

25 

• 34 

• 

Deaths < 

. 2 

3 

Eye Diseases * 

Outdoor 

117 

232 

(Glaucoma) 

Indoor 

2 

% 

4 

. 

Deaths 


— 




« 
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Appendix A {contd.) * 


Kame of Diseases 
Pilaeiasie 

Food Poisoning ' 

Gastric Liaseas 
Dieseases 

t 

Gonococcal Infection 


Breast Diseases (Arteri- 
celersdc & degenera* 
live heart diseases) 
Infectious Hepatitis 


Influenza 


Kala-azar 


Leprosy 


Malaria 


Measles 


Psijhoneuroses 


Paratyphoid ^-Fever 


Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Oiftdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor 

Indoor 

Deaths 

Outdoor ^ 

Indoor 

Deaths 


1961 

1966 

87 

193 

4 

— 


^ — 

70 

, ‘ 992 

1 

• 7 


— 

5,908 

5,570 

19 

7 

2 

— 

136 

124 

1 

— 


— 

6 

9 

8 

4 

8 

2 

33 

344 

2 

28 


4 

18,877 

24,592 

17 . 

17 


■— 

5 

13 

3 



— 

^2 

142 

1 

— 


— 

2,135 

211 

18 

1 

1 

— 

621 

1,100 

— 

7 



13 

28 

6 

- 4 

c 

_ _ 

339 

400 
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App^dix A (contd.) 


Name of Diseases 


1961 

1966 

Pneumonia (Broncho) 

Outdoor 

499 

631 


Indoor 

14 

27 


Deaths 

8 • 

15 

Scurvy 

Outdoor 

32 

6 

• 

Indoor 

• 



Deaths 



Small-pox 

Outdoor ^ 

— 

24 

• 

Indoor 

— 

2 


Deaths 


. 1 

Syphilis : Congesi^al 

Outdoor 

42 

11 

• 

Indoor 

2 

— 


Deaths 



Syphilis : Early 

Outdoor 

37 

186 


Indoor 




Deaths 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

Outdoor 

18 

51 


Indoor 

13 

20 


Deaths 

7 

12 

T.B.: Bones 

Outdoor 

5 

289 

• 

Indoor 

5 


» 

Deaths 


— 

T.B.: Intestines 

Outdoor 

21 

42 


Indoor 

8 

2 

• 

Deaths 

2 • 

1 

T.B. rMenlnge^ 

Outdoor 

1 

9 


Indoor , 

4 

4 


•Deaths 

4 

2 

T.B.: Pulmonary 

, Outdoor 

^ I.4I2 

1,838 


Indoor 

48 

48 


iJeaths 

26 

22 

Typhoid Fever 

Outdoor * 

2.704 

462 


Indoor 

42 

41 


Deaths 

5 

5 

Hoofnng Cough 

Outdoor 

2.015 

1.595 

• 

• Indoor 

— 

• 

• 

Deaths 

• 

— 

— 

• 

• 

• 

• 



Source : Annual Report on the State of Health of West Bengal (Hospital 
. Statistia) Part-II r 1961-66. 
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APPENDIX B 

DEATHS FROM SELECrED CAUSES IN jATPAlOURl DISTRlCi' ; 


Causes 

1961-66 

Deaths 

1961 

Rate 

Per mille 

Deaths 

1966 
Rate 
Per mille 

All causes : 

West Bengal* 

2.00,677 

1000 

6.2 

1,88,019 

5:6 * 

All causes ; Jalp^guri 
district 

8,977 

6.2 

10,210 

6.6 

Accidents caused by 
venomous animals 
including snake 

A 

51 

.04 

V 

34 

« 

.02 

Anaemias 

343 

.3 

625 

.4 

Bronchitis 

92 

.1 

126 

.08 

Cholera 

1 

— 

5 

— 

Diabetes 

3 

— 

9 

.06 

Diphtheria 

8 

.01 

14 

.01 

Dysentery 

497 

.4 

665 

.4 

Early Infancy diseases 

1,384 

1.0 

556 

.4 

Food Poisoning 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis, etc. 

188 

.1 

209 

.1 

Gonococcal infection 

1 

— 

11 

,01 

Heart diseases (B26) 

20 

.01 

43 

V .03 

Leprosy 

45 

.03 

50 

* .03 

Malaria 

76 

.1 

11 

.01 

Malignant neoplasms 

36 

..03 

9! 

.06 

Measles 

5 

* 

7 

— 

Pneumonia 

1,163 

.9 

^27 

.6 

Pregnancy diseases 

212 

5.9 

207 

7.0 

Senility 

3,383 

2.5- 

4,389 

3.0 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

17 

.01 

Suicide 

53 

.04 

29 

.02 

Syphilis 

— 

'— 

I 

— 

Tetanus 

,65 

,05 

55 

.04 

T.B.: Bones 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— Meninges 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— Pulmonary 

269 

.2 

216 

.1 

— Other forms 

— 

• <0 

7 


Typhoid 

43 

.03 

^59 

-04 

Ulcer of Stomach 

13 

. .01 . 

24 

.02 


Source : Annual''Report on the State of Health of West Bengal 
(Hospital Statistics) : Part I : 1951-66. 

• Excluding Calcutta- 
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.APPENDIX C 

MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS IN JALPAIGURI DISTRICT : 1972 


Name of the Kind of 

Block/ 

Post Office 

No- of 

institution institution 

muDicipaJiiy 


beds 

Jalpaiguri*t District Hospital 

Jalpajguii 

Jalpaiguri 

401 

General Hospital 

Municipality 

• 


Alipur*Du4r Subdivisional 

Alipur Duar 

Alipur Duar 

125 

Subdivisional Hospital 
Hpspital** 

Municigality 


Bhelakoba Primary Health 

JalpSiguri 

Prasannanagar 

10 

P.H.C. Centre 


* 

Dhupgurit P.H.C. 

Dhupguri 

Dhupguri 

20 

Falakatat P.H.C. * „ 

Kamakhyagurif ‘ 

Falakata 

Falakata 

20 

P.H.C. 

Kumargrain 

Kamakhyaguri 

10 

Malt P.H.C. 

Mai 

Mai 

20 

Mangalbarif 

N.A. 

N.A. 

N.A. 

P.H.C. 




Maynagurit 

P.H.C. 

Panch Kalgurif 

Matiali 

Chalsa 

10 

P.H.C. 

Alipur Duar 1 

Panch Kalguri 

6 

Rajganjt P.H.C, 

Sulkaparat 

Rajganj 

Payachari 

20 

P.H.C. 

Uttar Madardiatf 

Nagrakata 

Sulkapara 

10 

P.H.C. 

Madarihat 

Madarihat 

10 

Bahadur S.H.C.f Subsidiary 

Jalpajguii 

Bahadur 

2 

Health Centre * 


9 


Barnes S-H.C. 

Bhurumgorbari 

Maynaguri 

Barnes 

4 

S-H.C. 


Bakali 

2 

Chhoto Salkumar 




S.H.C. 

Palakatd 

Chhoto Salkumar 2 

Chura Bhandar 


a 


(Bhangarati) 

S.H.C. 

Maynaguri 

Bhangsa 

2 

Jate^war S-H.C. „ 

Falakata 

J3teS^^'a^ 

2 

Jhaa* Altargram v 

* ^ 


S.H.C. 

Kharija-Berubari 

Dhupguri 

Dhupguri 

2 

S.H.C. 

Jalpaiguri 

Kharija-Berubari 

2 


'^has also a^ State Chest» a Cental and a V.0, clinic and a Maternity Ind 
Child Welfare Centre. 

••has also a State Chest ,a Dental clinic and a Slatemily and Child Welfare 
Centre. ^ * 

findicaies the location of Family Planning Centre. 

N.A, -rNoi available. 
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Appendix C (Conid,) 


Name of the 
• • institution 
Kumargram 
S.H.C 
Lalaguri S.H.C. 
Munshlpara 

(Salkumar) S.H.C. 
Kandanpore 
Boa!mari S.H.C. 
Odlabari S.H.C. 
Ramshai S.H.C. 
Rangdbamali 
S.H.C. 

Samuktala S.H.C. 
Saptibari S.H.C. 
Satali S.H.C. 
Shakoajhora 

S. H.C. 

Shikarpore S.H.C. 
Silbarihat S.H.C. 
Sio^imari 

(Domohini) S.H.C 
Turturi S.H.C. 

Uttar Saripakori 
AJIpiir DuSr 
Jail Hospital 
Jalpaiguri Jail 
Hospital 
Jalpdiguri Police 
Hospital 
Janakalyan 
Maternity 
HospUal 
Rani Ashrumati 

T. B. Hospital 
AUpur Duar 

Hospital 
New Jalpaiguri 
Hospital 
BuxaDuar 
Charitable 
Dispensary 
Dhupguri K.M. 

Dispensary 
Gairkata P.W. 
Dispensary 

Matiali K.M. 

•Dispensary 
Berubari 
Charitable 
Dispensary 
Bhatibari 
Charitable 
Dispensary 


Kind of 
institution 
Subsidiary 
Health Centre 


State Special 
Hospital 


Block/ 

Municipality 

Kumargram 

Mai 

Alipur Duar I 

Jalpaiguri 

Mai 

Maynaguri 

JalpSiguri 
AlipUT Duar II 
Mayna^i 
Kalcbini 

Dhupguri 
Rajgan.i 
Alipur Duar I 

Maynaguri 
AJipur Duar II 
Mai 

Alipur Duar 
Municipality 
Jalpaiguri 
Municipality 


Private Non-alded 
Hospital 


Railway Hospital Alipur Duar 
Municipality 
Rajganj 

State Special 
Dispensary —^ 


Zilla Parishad 
Dispensary 


No. of 

Post Office beds 

Kumargram 2 

Chalk-Moulani 2 


Salkumar Hal * 2 


Boalmari 

2 

Hanabari 

2 

Ramshai 

• 

* 2 

Rangdhamali 

2 

Samuktala 

10 

Saptibari 

•2 

^atali'M and al pur 

2 

Sajnapara 

2 

Shikarpore 

2 

Silbarihat 

2 

Domohini 

4 

Dhowlajhora 

2 

Krantihat 

2 

Alipur Duar 

8 

Jalpaiguri 

50 

• 

« 

28 

>• 

12 

V’ 

Alipur Dudr 

60 

71 

Bhaktinagar 

200 


Buxa Duar 
Dhupguri 


Matiali , 

Berubari 


Bhatib^ 
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Ai)pendix C (Contd.) 


Name of the 
institution 

Kind of Block/ 

institution Municipality 

Post Office 

No. 6f 
beds 

Bioyaguri 

Charitable 

Dispensary 

Zilla Parisad 

Dispensary 

Kamarbhita 


Jalpes ' 

Charitable 

Dispensary 

— 

Maynaguri 


Kam^hyaguri 

Charitable 

Dispensary 


Kamakhyaguri 


Lataguri 

'Charitable 

Dispensary 


Lataguri 


Madarihat 

Charitable 

Dispensary 


Madarihat 


Mohitnagar 

Charitable 

Dispensary 


Mohitnagar 


Rajganj 

Charitable 

Dispen^ry 


Rajganj 


R.K. Mission 
Charitable 
Disperisary 

Private Aided 

Dispensary 

Jalpaiguri 


Domohfni I^y. 
Health Unit 

Railway 

Dispensary — 

Maynaguri 


Jayanti RJy. 

Health Unit 


Kalchini 


Mai Rly. Health 

Unit 


Mai 


Rajabhatl:hawa Rfy. 
Health Unit 


Rsjabhatkhawa 


Chest Clinic 
attached to 

Rani Ashrumati 
T.B. Hospital 

Private Non- 
Aided Chest 

Cliztfc 

Jalpaiguri 


Maynaguri Red 

Cross Chest Ginic 


Maynaguri 


Rajganj Leprosy 
Treatment 

Centre 

State Lepfosy = 

Clinic 

»« 

Rajganj 


Jalpajguri 

Leprosy Clinic 

Zilla Parishad 

Leprosy Qinic ^ 

Jalpaiguri 


Anguri M. & 

C.W. dsntre 

State Maternity 
& Child Welfare 

Centre (clinic) — 

Anguri 


Madhabdanga 

M. &C.W. Centre 

Cegilre (clinjc). 

»» 

Madhabdanga 


Padamati M. & 

C.W. Chrtre 

♦» “• 

Padaipati 
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Appendix C (Conid,) 


Name of the Kind of 

Block/ 


No- of 

institution 

Munieipality 

Post Offich 

beds 

Balaram M. & Private Aided 

C/o Rajganj 

Rajganj 


C.W. Centre Maternity & 

F. A C.W.P. 



Child Welfai^ 
Centre 

•» 

t> 


Kebalpara 




(Mailvita) M. 
dt C.W.Centre „ 

n 


_ 

Kakurjan M. & 




CW.Ccntre „ 


It 

— 

Mainghora M. 

, & C.W,Centre „ 

n 



Mogradanga 



• 

M. & C.W.Cefitre 

R.K. Mission 

n 

»• 


M. A. CW.Cenlre „ 
Sannasikata M. A 

tt 

Dangapara 


C.W.Centre „ 


Rajganj 

— 

Janakalyan M. Private Non-Aided 



&C.W .Centre Maternity A 

— 

Dangapara 

— 

Child Welfare 
Centre 




Red Cross „ 

— 

Jalpaiguri 

— 

Medical A M. A 

C.W. Centre 




Madarihat State V.0. Clinic 


Madarihat 

— 

Mobile V.D. 

Clinic 




Alipur DuSr Family Planning 

— 

Alipur Du&r 

— 

S.D, Hospital Centre (Main Centre) 



(Urbap) 

Bahadur S.H.C „ 


Bahadur 


Dhupguri P.H.C. „ 

— 

Dhupguri 

— 

Falakata P.H.C. 

— 

Falakata 

— 

Jalpaiguri Dist. Family Planhing 

Centre 

Jalpaiguri 

— 

Hospital (Urban) (Main Centre) 
Kamakhyaguri 

P.H.C. 


Kamakhyaguri 


Mai P.H.C. 

— 

Mai 

— 

Matiali Block ^ 

— 

Matiali 

— 

Maynaguri P.H.C «> 

# 1 ■ ■ 

Maynaguri 


Panchkalguri 

P.H.C. 


Panchkalguri 


RaIBAA) P.H.C. 

— 

Rajganj 

— 

Samuktala S.H.C. 

— 

Samuktala 

— 

Sulkapara P.H.C. •, 

Uttar Madarihat 


Sulkapara 


P.H,C. 

— 

Madarihat 

— 
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OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES 

The Labour Directorate runs four Labour Welfare Centres, 
one each at Matiali, Hamiltonganj and Birpara, and one 
Model Labour Welfare Centre at Satali in the plantation areas. 
These centres ^re located in areas havii^ predominantly labour 
population. The daily average attendance in such a Centre is 84. 
The Labour Welfare Centres provide«for primary and adult edu¬ 
cation, library facilities, group discussions, craft training, training 
in knitting and tailoring, physical training, recreation through 
radios, slide projectors, cinema shows, music and dance perfor-' 
mances, cultural functions, games and sports (both indoor and 
outdoor). Steps are being taken to set up a new Centre at 
Gandrapara, Jalpaiguri. 

In the plantation areas reasonable amenities by way of housing, 
medical facilities, canteens, etc. are provided to the labourers 
under the Plantation Labour Act, 1951. The percentage of housing 
provided to such workers in recent years is as follows : 1969, 
54.76; 1970. 54.99; 1971. 55.01 and 1972, 56.00 (approx.). 


There is no prohibition in the State. The Superintendent of 
Excise, controlling the two ranges namely. Sadar and Alipur 
Duar, helps the Deputy Commissioner in the administration of 
excise laws. The consumption of liquor and narcotics is kept 
low through heavy duties, sale through licensed premises only 
(except for some ^ibals) and penalties for illicit manufacture. The 
department has issued the following major excise licences (1973): 
country ^irit 67. ganja 32, and bhang 2/ 

As regards opium eaters, ration cards have been issued to 
persons as follows (as on December 1972): in Police Stations 
Matiali 7; Falakata 3; Kotwali 53 ; Dhupguri 26; and Alipur 
Duar 12. The cards are on^ fgr those who are medically ad¬ 
vised to take opium. Their number is declining slowly. The 
number of opium eaters was as follows during the last few years: 

Year No, of opium eaters 

1968-69 112 

1^9-70 115 

1970- 71 105 

1971- 72 106 

1972- 73 101 


Labour Weij^are 


PROJtiamoN 
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Advancemewt 
Of Backward 
Classe$ 
Tribes 


■^e Scheduled Castes and Tribes Welfare Department of fhe 
Slate Government frames policies for the welfare of the Scheduled 
Tastes and Scheduled Tribes people and communicates the same 
to the Distnct Office. In the distria. a Special Officer implements 
the policies under the control of the Deputy Commissioner There 
IS a large tribal population in Alipur Duars Subdivision which 
includes Meches, Oraons, Santals. Rabhas and Mundas.' They 
are mostly landless agricultural labourer and are employed in 
large numbers in the tea gardens. The department has several 
welfare schemes for these people namely, water supply, minor 
irn^tion, construction of dwelling houses, construction of village 
.roads, supply of bullocks, construction of primary schools, nutri¬ 
tion programme, education schemes providing for tution fees 
examination fees, etc. 

In water supply schemes, the department spent Rs. 40 000 
Rs. 42.000 and Rs. 12,495 in 1969-70. 1970-71 and 1971-72 
sinking 26 and 14 cement concrete wells respectively. Under 
me special nutrition programme they spent Rs. 1,15,684 and 
Rs. 3.12.586 in 1971-72 and 1972-73 benefifmg 12,000 children 
up to the age of six years and expectant mothers. 

Ta pre-matric education schemes, the Department spent as 
follows during 1972-73 : 


Name of 
schemes 


Tution fees 
Book grant 
Boarding grant 
Examination fees 


Scheduled 

Castes 

Expendi¬ 

No. of 

ture 

bene¬ 

Rs. 

ficiaries^ 

, 5.378 

150 

16.995 

767 

22.850 

144 

6.980 

272 


Scheduled Tribes 


Expendi¬ 

No. of 

ture 

bene* 

Rs. 

fidaries 

1,15.000 

2,393 

14.995 

851 

66,240 

456 

3.440 

' 137 


The following table shows the number of beneficiaries and the 
amount spent on them up to June 1973 under the postmatric 
education schemes : 


Allotment 

• received 

Rs. 

Scheduled Castes 2.50,000 

Scheduled Tribes 25,000 


Amount No. of 
awarded ben efici a ries 
Rs. • 

1,17.334 - 247 

3,564 7 
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' The Department also spent Rs. 10,000 in 1970-71 and Rs. 30.000 
in 1971-72 under the Centrally sponsored schemes for construction 
of Scheduled Tribes girls’ hostel in New Town Girls’ High 
School. Alipur Duar and Scheduled Castes girls’ hostel in Mohart- 
Singh High School. Rangali Bazar, Jalp^guri. 

Meches rear eri worms, spin eri-silk yam and weave cloths 
with such yarn in their country-made looms. The Department 
set up. a t^aining-cum-production centre of. sericulture at 
Kamakhyaguri in 1958 on a piece of land measuring 2.33 acres. 
At first, the trainees were taught to rear the eri worms and spin 
eri-sUk yarn foi^ a year on a stipend of Rs. 30 per month per 
trainee. The following figures show the expenditure incurred by 
the centre in recent years: 



Government 

Expenditure 


allotment 

incurred 

Year 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1969-70 

39,873 

39,724 

1970-71 

44,421 

41,622 

1971-72 

46,848 

46,805 

1972-73 

46.890 

46,725 


In arehs ot tribal concentration, sub-blocks were formed taking 
a few villages together for the betterment of the life of tribal 
people with economic assistance from the Central Government, 
The following table shpws the expenditure in different suh-blocks 
for the Schedul^ Tribes people in water supply, economic up- 
Iiftment, etc. during the last few years : 


Name of 
sub-block 

An^ndapur- 

Dhalbari 

Kamakhyaguri 

Munhipara 

Narathali 

Paschim Salfcumar 

Pukhuria 

Purba Salbariu 

Totopara 


Police 

Station 


Mai 

Kumargram 

Alipur Duar 

Kumargram 

Falakata 

Alipur Duar 

Kumargram 

Madarihat 


Period of , 
assistance 

1965- 70 
1970-71 
1970-71 

1966- 69 
1970-71 
1968-69 
1970-71 
1970-71 


Amount spent 
Rs. 


1,03,708 

37,475 

48,216 

1,42,046 

29,956 

68,249 

7.500 

11,200 
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PUBLIC LIFE & VOLUNTARY SOCIAL 
SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS 


RrpITf.skntation s 
OF THE District 

J'J THE STATK ANU 

Union Lfrisi.a- 

TURFS 


Vidhan Sabha 

(I^islaiive 

Assembly) 


In the First General Elections held in 1952. this district was 
represented in the Stale Assembly by 10 members elected fl-om 
six constituencies, namely, Jalpaiguri (double-membered),* Western 
Duars (double-membered), Maynaguri, Dhupguri, Alipur Duar 
(double-membered). and Central Duars (doubled-membered). pnc 
seat in the double-membered constituency erf Jalpaiguri as also 
the single-membered Maynagurl seat was reserved for Scheduled 
Caste candidates. One seal was further reserved for Scheduled 
Tribe candidates in each of the double-membered, constituencies 
of Western Duars, Alipur Duar and Central Duars. The jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Jalpaiguri constituency extended to Rajgacj P.S. and 
Kotwali P.S. of Sadar Subdivision. The Western Duars consti¬ 
tuency comprised the police stations of Mai, Nagrakata and 
Matiali together with Upper Tondu Forest Range of Maynaguri 
P.S. of Sadar Subdivision. ' The Maynaguri constituency was 
conterminous with the police station of the same name (^eluding 
Upper Tondu Forest Range). The Dhupguri constituency was 
also conterminous with the police station of the same naipe. The 
Alipur Duar constituency consisted of the police 'stations of 
Kumargram and Alipur Duar together with Rajabhalkhawa, 
Daman pur, Buxa Ranges, Geropara railway station. Rajabhat. 
Bhatkhftwa. Atiabari and Dima Tea Estates of Kalchini P.S. of 
Alipur Duars Subdivision- The Central Duars constituency was 
restricted to Kalchini police station (excluding the portions in¬ 
cluded within the Alipur Duar constituency) and also* to the 
police stations of Madarihat and Falakata of Alipur Duars Sub¬ 
division. 

In the Second General Elections held in 1957, the district was 
represented by 9 members elected from six constituencies, namely. 
Jalpaiguri (double-membered), Mai fdouble-membered), Maynaguri, 
Falakata, Kalchini (double-membered) and Alipur Duar, One 
seat was reserved for Scheduled Caste candidates in each of the 
constituencies of Jalpaiguri and Maynaguri and another one for 
Scheduled Tribe candidates in the constituencies of Mai and 
Kalchini. The Jalpaiguri constituency comprised the police sta¬ 
tions of Jalpaiguri and Rajganj and unions nos. '4. 9, 10 in 
Maynaguri P.S.: the Mai constituency—the police stations of Mai, 
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• Matiali and Nagrakata ard union no. 1 and Jadabpur Tea Estate 
and Upper Tondu Forest Range in Maynaguri P.S. and such part 
of Lower Tondu Forest Range as was included in Maynaguri 
P.S. and such part of Diana Forest Range as is included irf 
Maynaguri and Dhupguri police stations in Sadar Subdivision: 
the Maynaguri constituency— the unions nos. 2, 3 and 5 to 8 in 
Maynaguri RS. and unions nos. 1 to 5 and 7 and Lakshmikania 
and Mogalkata Tea Estates in Dhupguri P.S. Sadar Subdivi¬ 
sion; the Falakata constituency--the Falakata RS. in Alipur 
Duars Subdivision and Dhupguri P^. (excluding the portions in- 
clifded in the constituencies of Mai and Maynaguri); the Kalchini 
constituency — the police stations of Kalchini and Madarihat and 
union.s nos. 1 to 5, 8 and 13 and Mathura Tea Estate. Srcenathptir 
Tea Estate. Patkapara Tea Estate and Paschim and Purba 
Majherdabari' Tea Estates in Alipur Duar P.S. together with 
Jaldapara Game Sanctuary Range and Chilapata Forest Range 
in Alipur Duar P.S. ; and Alipur Duar constituency—the police 
stations of Kumargrara and Alipur Duar (excluding the portions 
included within the jurisdiction of the Kalchini constituency). 

In pursuance of clause (a) of Section 4 of the Two Members 
Constituencie.s (Abolition) Act IQ61 the* existing double-membered 
constituencies were bifurcated, resulting in the formation of 9 
constituencies, namely, Alipur Duar. Kalchini, Madarihat (ST), 
Falakafa, .Maynaguri (SC), Kharia (SC), Jalpaiguri, Nagrakata 
(ST), and Mai — each sending one member to the assembly in 
the Third General Elections in 1962. The Aliour Duir consti¬ 
tuency consisted of tie police stations of Kumargram aril Alipur 
Duar (excluding unions nos. 1 to 5. 8 and 13 and Mathura Tea 
Estate. Sreenathpur Tea Estate, Palkapara Tea Estate and Paschim 
and purba Majherdabari Tea Estates'and portion of Jaldapara 
Game Sanctury Range and portion of Chilapata Forest Range in 
Alipur Duar P.S. and Purba Chikliguri Chhit in Tufanganj P.S. 
of Koch Bihar District: the Kalchini constituency the Kalchini 
P^S. (excluding unions nos.^1 to 3 and Satall, Dalsingpara. Torsa. 
Beech, Malangi, Centra! Duars, Bharnabarf, Madhu, Saudamani, 
and Gopimohan Tea Estates and Uttar Barajhar Forest and 
Gabur Basra Forest) and the portions of the Alipur Duar P.S. 
excluded from the Alipur Duar constituency ; the Madarihat consti¬ 
tuency—the RS. of the same name together with the portion 


'SC* meaiw reserved for Schcdulol Caaes candidate. 
'ST* means reserved For Scheduled Tribes caiirlidate. 


20 
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of the Kalchini P.S. excluded from the Kalchini constituency : • 
the Falakata constitilency — the police stations of Falakata and* 
Dhupguri (excluding unions nos, 1 to 5 and 7 and Lakshmikanta 
tmd Mogalkata Tea Estates and portion of Diana Forest Range): 
the Maynaguri constituency — the unions nos. 2. 3. 5 to 8 in 
Maynaguri P.S. and unions nos. 1 to 5 and 7 Lakshmikanta and 
Mogalkata in Dhupguri P.S. ; the Kharia constituency — the union 
no. 10 in Rajganj.P.S. and unions nos. 4, 9 and 10 ip Maynaguri 
P.S. and unions nos. 4 to 12 in Jalpaiguri P.S. and Brahmapur 
Chhit in Mekhligaiij P.S. of JCoch Bihar district; the Jalpaiguri 
constituency — the P.S. of the .same name (excluding unions nos' 4 
to 12) and Rajganj P.S. (excluding union no. lOl; the Nagrakala 
cosstituency — the police stations of Nagrakata and Matiali and 
union no, I and Jadabpur Tea Estate and Uji^jer Tondu Forest 
Range in Maynaguri P.S, and part of Lower Tondu Forest Range 
included in Maynaguri P.S, and part of Diana Forest Range 
included in police stations of Maynaguri and Dhupguri ; and the 
Ma! constituency — the P.S. of the same name. 

In the Fourth General Elections held in 1967, the representation 
of the district in the State AssemWy was further raised to 11, the 
names of Ihe II constituencies being Kumargram, Kalchini (ST). 
Alipur Duar. Falakata (SC), Madarihat (ST). Dhupguri. Nagrakata 
(ST). Maynaguri (SC). Mai (ST). Jalpaiguri and Rajganj (SCI. The 
.luri,sdic(ions of each of these constituencies were as foibw's : the 
Kumargram constituency — Chaprarpar, Bhatifaan. Parafcata. 
Tatpara, Mahakalguri, Samuktala and Turturi a.o. (Anchal 
Patichay^) and J.L, No. 128 of Alipuf D rir p.s. and Kamkhya- 
guri. Bhalkabarabasia, Khoardanga. Chengmari, ai^d Kumargram 

а. p. in Kui-rrrgram P.S.; the Kalchini constituency — the J.L. Nos. 

б. 12, 25 to 34. 35 to 41. 254/37. 235/37, 236/37'. and Raimatang 
and Chinchilla Tea ^states in Kalchini P.S. together with Kumar¬ 
gram P.S. (excluding the portions of Kifmargram P.S. included 
within the Kumargram constituency) and J.L. Nos. 44. 93. [40 
and 141 in Alipur Duar P.S. ; the Alipur Duar constituency — tl\p 
municipal areas of Alipur Dflfir town, ^alkumar, Purbakathaibari. 
Patlakhawa. Chakoakheli, Pararpar. Tapsikhata, Banchukumari, 
Majherdabari and Vivekananda a.p.. Mathura. Patkapara and 
Pa.schim Maiherdabari Tea Gardens. Salkumar and Torsa Forest 
areat in Alipur Duar P.S. and Salkumar'a.p. in Falakata P.S.; 
the Falakata constituency - - the Baraghoria. Gaciang. and Sakoi- 
hora a.p^ in DJiupguri P.S. and Falakata P.S.*(excludi«g Salkumar 
a.p.): the Madarihat constituency — the police stations of Madari- 
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and Kalchini (excluding ihe portions ipcluded within the 
Kalchini constituency); th*e Dhupguri constituency - - the Dhupguri 
P.S. (excluding the portions included in Falakata constituency)^ 
the Nagrakata constituency — the police stations of Nagrakata 
and Matiali and J.L. Nos. 85 and 89 in Maynaguri P.S, ; 
the Maynaguri constituency — the P.S. ot the same . name 
(excluding the portions included in Nagrakata constituency); the 
Mai constituency — the P.S. of the same name*; the Jalpuiguri 
constituency — the Jalpaiguri P.S. (excluding Barapatia. Nutanbas, 
Paharpur, Patkata, and Bhelacoba *p. and Bhandiguri, Joypur. 
Karla Valley, * Danguajhar, Raipur and Bhandarpur Tea 
Estates): and the Rajganj constituency—the Raiganj P.S. and the 
portions of the Jalpaiguri P.S. excluded from the Jalpaiguri 
constituency. ^ ^ 

The mid-term elections held in 1969 and (971 and the Fifth 
General Elections in 1972 were conducted on the basi.s of the 
delimitation done before the Fourth General Elections. 

fn pursuance of sub-section (1) of section 10 of the Delimila- 
tion Act. 1972 the Delimitation Commission raised the representa¬ 
tion of the district to the Assembly to 12, the names of the 
constituencies being Kumargram (ST). Kalchini (ST), Alipur 
Duar. Falakata (SC), Madarihat (ST). Dhup.guri (SC). Nagrakata 
(ST), Maynaguri (SQ. Mai (ST), Kranti. Jalpaiguri and Rajganj 
fSC). The'Kumarcram constituency. comprised the Kumargram 
police station and Turturi, Samuklala, Mahakalguri and Parokata 
grams and mouras having J.L. Nos, 140—Dhaolaihora Tea Gar¬ 
den and I4I—Kohinur Tea and Refugee Gardens in*A!ipur 
Duar police station : Kalchini constituency — the police sta¬ 
tion of the same name ; the Alipur Duar constituency—police 
station Of the same name (excluding the portions included within 
the Kumargram constituency and Falakata); the Falakata consti¬ 
tuency— Munshipara ^Salkumar T), Salfcumar (10. Purba Kathal- 
bari, Patlakhawa and Chakoagheti grams and mouzas having 
J.b. Nos. 44 — Dakshin Bai^jhar Forest. 46 — Torsa Forest and 
53-Salkumar Forest in Alipur Duar police station and Falakata 
police station excluding Deomali, Dhanirampur (I), Dhaniram- 
pur (IT) and Hedyetnagar (Jateswar 1) grams and mouzas having 
J.L. Nos.^55 — Ethebari Tea Garden. 60 — Sarugaon Tea Garden. 
64 — Dalmoney. Tea Garden. 65 — Dalgaon Forest. 66 — 
Tasati Tea Garden anj 67 — Dalgaon Te^ Garden: the Madari¬ 
hat constitueftcy — Madarihat and Birpara police stations aod 
portions of Falakata P. S. excluded from the Falakata consti- 



308 


JALPAIOURI 


Lok &abha 
House of the 
People. 


tuency : Dhupgurl constituency--police station of the same name- 
and Uttar Saptibari (Saptibari I) and Dakshia Saptibari fSapti- 
bari ID grams in Maynaguri police station: the Nagrakata 
'^constituency — Banarhat and Nagrakata police stations: the 
Maynaguri constituency — police station of the same name ex¬ 
cluding Khagrabari (I). Tekatali (Khagrabari II), Uttar Saptibari 
(Saptibari 1). Dakshin Saptibari (Saptibari II). Ramsai. Amguri, 
Domohani (1) a.id Singimari (Domohani II) grams and mouzas 
having J.L, Nos. 84 — Jadabpur Tea Garden and 85 — T^imna 
Tondu Forest and Barap.;tia Nuianbas. Patkata. Pah a r pur. 
Bhelacoba, Arabinda (T) and Araginda (ID grams, mouza having 
J.L. No. 1 and the Tea Estates falling within the periphery of 
these grams in Jalpaigun police station: the Mai constituency:— 
Matiali police station and Odlabari and Mai'grams and mouzas 
having J.L. Nos. 4 — Ellenbury Tea Garden. 5 — Washabari Tea 
Garden. 7 — Kalagaity Tea Garden. 9 — Saogaon Tea Garden. 
10 — Lish River Tea Garden. 11 —Bagra Koti Tea Garden, 15 — 
Gojaldoba Tea Garden, 16 — Apalchand Forest, 18—Odlabari 
Tea Garden, 21—Manabarl Tea Garden, 24—Patharjora Tea 
Garden. 25 — Menglass Tea Garden. 26 — Dalimpkote Tea Gar¬ 
den. 27 —Malnadi Tea Garden. 28 — Gurjangjhora Tea Garden. 
29 — Tanbari Tea Garden, 30 — Nidamjhora Tea Garden, 31 — 
Rangamali Tea Garden. 33 — Syli Tea Garden. 34 — Ranichera 
Tea Garden. 36 — Sisubari Tea Garden, 38 — Belbari Tea Gar¬ 
den, 40 — Dam Dim Tea Garden and 41 — Kumlai Tea Garden, 
and any part of Tea Estates bearing J.L, Nos. 42, 43 and 45 (old 
J.L. Nfes. 56. 59. 60 and 61) which may hot be included in Mai 
gram in Mai police station ; the Kranti constituency—Mai police 
station (excluding the portions included within the Mai consti¬ 
tuency together with the portions of Maynaguri P.S. excluded 
from the Maynaguri (SO constituency): the Jalpaigurt consti¬ 
tuency—police station of the same name (excluding the portions 
included with the Maynaguri consi;ituency): and the Raiganj 
constituency—police station of th,e same name and Bahadur gtam 
in Jalpaiguri police station. 

In the First General Elections, the district did not have exclu¬ 
sive representation to the Lok Sabha, It formed part of the North 
Byigal Parliamentary Constituency which comprised the districts 
of Darjiling, Jalpaiguri and Koch Bihar. Of .the three seats 
pertaining to this constituency one was reserved for a Scheduled 
Caste and another for Schedule(^ Tribe candidates: 

In the Second General Elections, the district was represented 
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in the Lok Sabha by two parliamentary constituencies, namely, 
the Koch Bihar Parliamentary Constituency and Darjiling Parlia; 
mentary Constituency, the former sending two members (including 
one belonging to the Scheduled Caste) and comprising the 
district of Koch BThac, Alipur Duars Subdivisions, the .police 
stations of Jalpaiguri. Rajganj and Dhupguri (excluding some areas 
of Diana Forasl Range) and Maynaguri (excluding union no. 1 
and Jadabpur Tea Estate and Upper Tondu Forest Range and part 
of Lower Tondu Forest Range and "some parts of Diana Forest 
Range) in the SSdar Subdivision of the Jalpaiguri district and the 
latter sending one member and having jurisdiction over the district 
of*Darjiling, the police stations of Mai, Matiali and Nagrakata 
and the portions of the police stations of Maynaguri and Dhupguri 
excluded from the Koch Bihar constituency. 

In the Third General Elections, the district was represented in 
the Lok Sabha by two members, on each from the Jalpaiguri 
and Darjiling Parliamentary constituencies. The former was 
composed of the assembly constituencic.s of Alipur Duar. Kalchini. 
Madarihat, Falakata. Maynaguri. Kharla and Jalpaiguri and the 
latter of Nagrakata. Mai Kalimpong. Dariiling, Jore Bungalow, 
biliguri and Phansidewa, 

In the Fourth General Elections, the district was represented 
in the Lok'Sabha by three members elected from the Parliamen¬ 
tary constituencies of Jalpaiguri (ST). Darjiling and Raiganj. 
The Jalpaiguri Parliamentary Constituency consisted of the 
a ssembly const! t ue n cie s of T u fanga n j. K um argraro. Kulchi ni. 
Alipur Duar. Falakata. Madarihat and Dhupguri: the Darjiling 
Parliamentary Constituency—the assemblj' constituencies of Nagra¬ 
kata, M&ynaguri, Mai Ka^mpong, Darjiling, .lore Bangalow and 
.Siliguri; and the Raiganj ^Parliamentary Constttuency--the assem¬ 
bly constituencies of Jalpaiguri. Raigani. Phansidewa, Chopra. 
Goalpokhar, Karandighi and* Raiganj. 

The mid-term elections tQ the Lok Sabha held in 1971 were 
conducted on the basis of the delimitation done before the Fourth 
General Elections. 

The Delimitation Commission has in its order of June 1975. 
reduced (Jie number of r^resentalion of the district to the Parlia¬ 
ment from three to two. the names of the constituencies being 
Alipur Duar (ST) anj Jalpaiguri. The*former comprised the 
assembly constituencies of Tuganganj (SC). KumaTgram# (ST), 
Kalchini (ST), Alipur Duar. Falakata (SC). Madarihat (ST), and 
Nagrakata (ST) and the latter of Mekhliganj (SO. Dhupguri (SC).. 
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Maynaguri iSC), Mai (ST), Kranli, Jalp'mguri aod Rajganj (SC). 

An assessmcDl of the relative strength of different political 
parties at different times in the district can possibly be attempted 
from a study of the results of successive General Elections and 
mid-term polls to the Vidhan Sabha and the Lok Sabha. . • 

For the 10 seats in the First General Elections, there were a 
total of 31 candidates of whom 10 belonged to the Congress, 5 
each to the' Socialist and Kreshak Mazdoor Praza Party (KMPP). 

2 each to the Communist Party of India (CPI) and the Forward 
Bloc-Ruikar (FB-R) and 1 to the Revolutionary Socialist Party 
(RSP), and the rest were classed as independents. The Congre.ss 
bagged 3 seats, one each from the constituencies of Maynaguri, 
Dhuj^uri and Alipur Duar securing respectively 62.72^o. 57.30% 
and 66.71% of the valid votes and both the seals from each of 
the double-membered constituencies of Jalpaiguri, Western Duars 
and Central Duars polling 31.86% and 27.42%, 28.61%, and 
28-15%, and 26.47% and 19.92% respectively. The remaining 
seat of the Alipur Duar constituency went to the RSP which polled 
26.85% of the valid votes. 

In the Second General Elections, the Congress contested all 
the 9 .seats, while the CPI contested 2, Praja Socialist Parly 
(PSP) 5 and 14 persons as independents. The Congress this time 
won 7 seats, one each from the constituencies of Mai, Maynaguri 
and Alipur Duar having polled 22.90%, 51.87% and 49.23% 
respectb/ely and both the seats from each oithe double-membered 
constituencies of Jalpaiguri and Kalchini by poiyng 26.93'^v. and 
26,39% in the former and 28.30% and 23.56% in the latter. 
The PSP became successful in Falakata constituency where its 
share of valid vote» was 47.29S(. while the CPI In the remaining 
seat of the Mai constituency polling 2r.76^c^ of the valid votes. 

In the Third General Elections, thv Congress .set up candidates 
for all the 9 seats, the PSP 8. rh^ CPT 6 and the RSP 2 while 
the independents numbered* 16. The Congress annexed 7 seats, 
namely. Alipur Duar, Falakata. Maynaguri. Kharia. Jalpaiguri. 
Nagrakata and Mai with 49.86%, 40.40%. 37.72%. 50.20%,* 
48-82%, 46.26%, 52.1% respectively of the valid voles. The 
RSP came out successful in Kalchini and Madarihal by polling 
43.35% and 38.31% of«the valid votes respectively. 

For^the U seats in the F-'ourtb Generat Electiohs there were 
a total of 43 contestants of whom 11 belonged to the Congress, 

3 each to the Coramimist Party of India-Marxist CPI(M). Samyukta 
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Socialist Party (SSP), and Praja Socialist Party (PSP), 4 to the 
Bangla Congress (BAC). 2 lo the Communist Party of India (CPI), 
i each to the Bharatiya Jana Sangh (BJS) and the Forward Bloc 
(FB) while 15 persons contested independently. The Congress 
won 6 seats, one each from the constituencies of Kumargram, 
Kalchini, Madarihat, Nagrakata, Mai and Jalpaiguri having polled 
41.30%. 51X)9%, 42M%. 48.3154.34% and 42.04% respec¬ 
tively of the valid votes. Falakata this time went to the PSP 
which polled 38.76%, Dhupguri and Rajganj to the SSP which 
obtained 47.09% and 39.07%. and Maynaguri to the BAC which 
mustered 35.88*^^, of the valid votes. An independent candidate 
supported by the RSP came out successful in AUpur Duar*by 
scoring 53.45% df the valid votes. 

In the first mid-term poll, the number of contestants rose to 47. 
and jumped to 75 in the second mid-lerm poll, only to fall down 
to 30 in the Fifth General Elections. The Congress set up 11 
candidates in the first mid-lerm poll, the Congress (R) and 
Congress (O) 10 each in the second mid-term poll, and Con¬ 
gress (R) 10 in the Fifth General Elections. The CPKM) set up 2. 
10 and 5 candidates respectively, the CPI 2, 3 and I respectively, 
the SSP 3, 5 and 3 respectively and the RSP 3, 8 and 4 respec¬ 
tively Jn the first and second mid-term polls and Fifth General 
Elections* The PSP put up 4 candidates each time in the first 
and second mid-tenn polls. Besides, a host of other parties 
contested the first mid-term poll, the respective figures of candi¬ 
dates put up by them being as follows: the Indian* National 
Democratic Front 6. the Proutist 3. the BJS 2, the Lok Dal and 
the BAC 1 each. In the second mid-term poll 2 candidates were 
set up by the FB and. 5 by the bXc. In the Fifth General 
Elections 1 candidate was put up by the Jharkhand Party. The 
Independents numbered 9. 18 and 6 in the first mid-icrm poll, 
second mid-term poll and Fifth General Elections respectively. 
in the first mid-term pall tljc Congress won 7 seats from the 
constituencies of Kumargram, Kalchini, Falakata. Nagrakala. 
Maynaguri, Mai and Rajganj. Its share of valid voles was 
48.19%, 63.18%, 58.82%, 48.56%,. 44.32^^, 56.96% and 55.59% 
respeQively in the aforesaid constituencies. Tn the second^mid- 
term poll the,Congress (R) captured 8 seals, namely, Kumargram, 
Kalchini, Alipur Dyar, Falakata. Dhupguri, Mai. Jalpaiguri and 
Rajganj \Sliere it polled 4^.94%. 38.76%, 41^4%,. 32.95%. 
29.33%, 30.43%, 49.88% and 35.27% respectively. Tn the Fifth 
General Elections its strength rose (o 9, the seats captured being 
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Kumargram, Kalchiai, Alipur Duar, talakaCa» Ohupguri, Maya a* 
guri, Mai, Jalpaiguri aad Rajganj with 67.90%. 51.12%, 55.60%. 
64.17%> 57.40%, 56.50%, 61.81%. 61.33% and 59.26% respec- 
lively of the valid votes. In the first mid-term poll the RSP 
captured the Alipur Du^ and Madarifaat seats by polling 51.28% 
and 46:14% respectively. Its influence remained confined to 
Madarihai only in the second mid-term poll as also^ in the Fifth 
General Elections when it obtained 33.10% and 43.71% respec¬ 
tively of the vaEd votes. Jhe SSP came out successful in 
Dhupguri iu the first mid-term poll with 49.15% of the valid 
votes. The CPI annexed the Jalp^guri seat in the first mid- 
tewn poll by scoring 51.20% of. the valid votes. In the second 
mid-term poll the CPI(M) won the Nagrakatj seal by polling 
57.81% of the valid votes which, however, it lost to the CPI in 
the Fifth General Elections when the latter got 57.16% of the 
valid votes. An independent candidate came out successful in 
Maynaguri in the second mid-term poll obtaining 34.97% of the 
valid votes. 

In the Sixth General Elections the Congress and the Janata 
Party set up candidates for all the 12 seats, the CPl(M) 6. 
the RSP 5. the CPI 2 and Forward Bloc I. while 31 per¬ 
sons contested independently. The CPI(M) bagged all the 
seats it contested, namely Falakata, Dhupguri, Nagrakatff, Mai, 
Kranti and Rajganj securing 45.22%, 30.37%, 48.48%, 42.96%, 
33.79% and 49.81% respectively of the valid votes. The RSP 
came out, successful in all seats it contested, namely Kumargram, 
Kalchini. Alipur Duar, Madarihat and Maynaguri^ with 53.88% 
58.17%, 62.92%, 50.14% and 35.53% respectively of the valid 
votes to its credit. The Forward Bloc won the Jalpaiguri seat 
securing 38.45% of ,fhe valid votes. 

Lok Sabha For the 3 seats of the North Bengal Parliamentary constituency 

in the First General Elections, there w^re 8 contestants, of whom 
3 belonged to the Congres.s and 1 each to FB{M) and KMPP 
while the rest were independents. The Congress annexed all the 
3 seats by polling 20.60%. 18.98%o and 18.40% of the valid 
votes. In the Second General Elections the Coi^ress and the 
Forward Bloc (Marxist) set up candidates for both the seats 
of Koch Bihar Parliamentary constituency- The Congr^s and 
the CPI set up one candidite each for the Darjiling seat while 
another person contested independently. Besides obtaining the 
Darjiling seat with 43.27% of the vaEd votes, the Congress also 
bagged both the^ seats of the Koch Bihar constituency by polling 
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72.21% and 25.67% ot the valid votes. lit the Third General 
Elections the Congress, the RSP and the PSP put up 1 candidate 
each for the Jalpaiguri seat. A total of 5 candidates (including 
1 independent) contested for the Darjiling seat. 1 each being put 
by the Congress, the CPT the BJS and the Gurkha League. 
Both the seals went to the Congress which polled 45.40^. in 
Jalpaiguri and 35.03% in Darjiling. In the ^Fourth General 
Elections the Congress fielded candidates for each of the scats 
of the Jalpaiguri. Darjiling and Raiganj Parliamentary consti¬ 
tuencies. Besi^les. 3 candidates contested independently for the 
Jalpaiguri seat. The CPKM) and BJS put up 1 candidate each 
for .the Darjiling seat while the SSP. the PSP and the 
FB 1 condidate ^aeh for the Raiganj seat. 2 persons con¬ 
tested indepefndently. 1 each for the Darjiling and the Raiganj 
seats. The Congress emerged victorious in Jalp-iiguri and Raiganj 
where its share of valid votes was 44.03% and 26.96% respectively. 
The Darjiling seat went to an independent female candidate who 
polled 39.27% of the valid votes. In the mid-lenn polls, there 
were a total of 7 candidates, including 2 independents, for the 
Jalp'iiguri seal, of whom I each belonged to the Congress (O), 
the CongressfR). the CPRM), the SSP and the RSP. The contes- 
taats numbered 5 (including 3 independents) for the Darjiling 
seat. oPwbom 1 each belonged to the CPI(M) and the PSP. The 
Congress (R), the Congress (O), the FB. the PSP and the CPU Ml 
put up 1 candidate each for the Raiganj seat. The Congress (R> 
annexed the Jalpaiguri and* the Raiganj seats by polling 39.17% 
and 49.55% respectively of the valid votes. The Darjiling seat 
went to the CPl(M) which polled 33.11% of the valid voles. 

In the sixth General Elections of 1977 there the Congre.ss and 
the RSP fought each other for the Alipur J3uar seat the latter 
coming out victorious with 56.87% of the valid votes. Besides 
candidates pul up by the Congress and the SUCI two indepen¬ 
dents contested for the Jalpaiguri seal where one indcpcndenl 
candidate came out successful with ?7.25% of the valid votes to 
his credit. 

In the mid-term elections held in 1980, the RSP and the 
CPIfM).,set up candidates for the Alipur Duar and the Jalpai¬ 
guri seats respectively, while the Congress(I) and the Congress(U) 
contested for both tbe seats. ^The Janata Party and the SUCI 
fought only "for the Jalpaiguri seat. A total of fiVe candidates 
contested independently. The RSP won the Alipur Duar seat 
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by polling 60% Of the valid votM, ^while the CPI(M). the 
Jalpaiguri seal wilh 59.99% of the valid votes. 

The dislrici did not have exclusive representation lo the 
Legislative Council from any of the Graduates’, the Teachers’ 
and the Local Authoriiies’ constituencies, when the Delimitation 
of the Council Constituencies Order (West Bengal) was passed 
in 1951. It formed part of the West Bengal Graduates’-and the 
West Bengal Teachers’ and the West Bengal Local Authorities' 
constituencies, each sending 3 representatives to the Council. By 
the amendment order of 1961. the district cam^e to be incor¬ 
porated in West Bengal North Graduates* and the West Bengal 
North Teachers’ constituencies, each sending I representative xo 
the Council. It was, however, allotted 1 seat €roin the Jalpaiguri 
Local Authorities’ constituency. The Council was abolished in 
1969. 

A number of newspapers began lo be published in the district 
from the 1920s. A Bengali weekly named Trisrot^ was published 
from Jalpaiguri in 1926. Another Bengali weekly named Janamat 
was published from the district headquarters and an English 
weekly named Muktibehim began publication in 1928. A fort¬ 
nightly named Desbandhu was published from the district head¬ 
quarters for a year. 

After Independence, a weekly named Bnrt'i began publication. 
I’he Jalpaiguri Cha Karmachari Samiti began publication of its 
weekly named Ahvdn. Ni^dn was another Bengali weekly which 
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7. Yatrik 
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Bengali 
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fortnightly 

fortnightly 
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inoDtiily 
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12. .SimSntik 
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- 
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Bengali 

annhally 

bi-weekly 

13. Kaclii Pata 

Alipur Hull 

English k 

Bengali 
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continued tor a tew years. Danpiieder Asaf. a juvenile oi^aniza- 
tion published a weekly named Danpiteder Samdchdr. A weekly 
named Amdder Kathii and a monthly named Uttar path aiid 
another weekly named Nirapeksha were published for some time 
from the district headquarters. From Alipur Duar were published 
some journals from time to time named Duarshdm. Uuar-Bang/a. 
Himalay. Dabl. etc. In the previous page is the list of journals 
and’newsp^rs published from the district which are registered 

with the Registrar of Newspapers, ^dia.' 

• 

The following list shows the names of journals published from 
different educational institutions of the district.* 

Nam^ Address 


1. Fanindra Dev Vidyalaya 

Patrika 

2. Mohan Singh Uchcha 

Vidyalaya Patrika 

3. Sonali 

4. Alipur Duar Sandhya 

College Patrika 

5. Ananda Chandra College 

Patrika 

6. Jalpaiguri Polytyhnic • 

Institute Patrika 


Fanindra Dev Institution. 
Jalpaiguri 

Mohan Singh Higher Secondary 
School. Jalpaiguri 
Sc mall Girls’ Higher Secondary 
School. Jalpaiguri 
Alipur Duar College. Alipur 
Duar 

Ananda Chandra College. 
Jalpaiguri 

.lalpaiguri Polytechnic Institute. 
Jalpaiguri 


In ‘A.D. 1709, Sarvadev Raikat, the king of Baikunrhapur 
started some voluntary service for his peopip by excavating tanks 
and by establishing a “^iva and a Kali temple for them. King 
Sarvadeva also excavated ^^ve^al tanks named Jordighi, Fatapukur 
^ghi. Jalpes dighi and Kundar dighi. He also started several 
fairs. In 1900, a voluntary *socia? service o^anization named 
Arya Natya Samaj was formed in the district headquarters with 
the help of some local gentlemen. A Congress Seva Dal was 
formed in 1922 in the district to combat the ravages of flood in 
the ar^h. This organization continued up to 1927 doing voluntary 


' Government of Indi<i. Mini.sti\ "of In forma tion & Broadcastxnjr. Press in 
India. 1971, 15th Annual Report of the Registrat of Nexospa^erK Jndin. 
Part-U. Neitf Delhi. Ifl72. im, nU-lSBS. 

* lo(5. dt. * 


\ OU STARN SCX/IAl. 
SI RVJU, ORGASr- 
7AnOSR 



316 


JALPAIGURl 


VVmi>f ha' Welfai* 


< .hj(<l Welfare 


service among the digressed. A cooperative organization used to’ 
supply the daily necessaries to the Adivasis of the area at that 
thtie. Much work was also done between 1935 and 1938 among 
the people by establishing rural libraries and by advocating the 
uplift of the harijani'. 

In 1943, the Jalpaiguri Reliel Committee was formed to help 
the famine-stdekep people of the area. A food coipmittee also 
functioned up to I94(>. » 

Some voluntary organization's like Gana Kalyan Samiii, Indian 
Red Cross Society. Manvari Relief Society, etc. .came to tfic 
rescue of the suffering people during the floods of 1950 and later 
yews. 

In the first decade of this century, the first vCongress Mahila 
Samiti was organized in the district. In 1942. ^Ihe Mahila 
Almaraksha Samiii was formed. It worked among the distressed 
during the famine of 1943. This Samiti established two libraries. 
The Jalpaiguri Mahila Samiti, a branch of the All India Mahila 
Samiti. served the famine-stricken people in 1943-44. In 1955. 
the Social Welfare Board established Welfare Centres for Women 
and Children in different areas. These centres imparted .social 
education among women. There are also 12 milk centres of the 
Paschimbanga Mahila Samiti in the town. 

In 1937-38. child welfare activities were undertaken .by'Sisu- 
niketan. a voluntary social service organization of Jalpaiguri. 
There children learnt through games and sports. Sabpeyechhir 
Asar had^also a branch at the district *headqijartcrs in 1943, In 
1944. a children’s education centre named Sisumahal was started 
in the district town. In 1954. a juvenile organization named 
Danpiledar Asar started working for the physical and mental 
growth of children. This organization tried to develop the mind 
of the children through book banks, exhibitions, nutrition pro¬ 
grammes. etc. The Jalpaiguri Youngmgn’s Association have also 
started a centre for physical and mental culture of the childrei^ 
named .4isu-udyan. Some other or^nizatiocs also worked from 
time to time for child welfare namely, 'MDe-Mise’ of Desbandhu- 
para, the juvenile section of the Cultural Association at Desh- 
bandhunagar. etc. 

A juvenile organization named Kishor-Bahini has been formed 
recently. After the floods of 1954 five A.iramas* grew up in 
Jalpaiguri. Maynaguri. Dhupguri, Falakata ''and Chikliguri for 
child welfare aided by the Dr. B. C. Roy Flood Relief Fund. 
In 1958. the Social Welfare Directorate of the State Education 
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Department took over the management of these A<ramas and con¬ 
fined the activities to two A dramas, namely, an organization for 
the welfare of girls at Raikatpara in Jalpoiguri town and another 
organization for the welfare of boys at Falakata. The Asrama 
at Chikliguri has now^ been named ‘Save the Child’ and has been 
placed under the West Bengal Child Welfare Board. In 1966. 
a branch of this Board was opened in Jalp.liguri town. 

Welfare aoiivities among the tribals through voluntary agencies Tribal welfare 
have been undertaken in different places from time to time. 

The Christian Missionaries worked among the tribal people of 
Dengua[har. Falakata. Samuktalaj. Damanpur. Nagrakata. etc. 

Normal welfare activities among these people are carried on by 
the Tribal Welfare Department of the State Government which 
has been de^lt with in Chapter XVII. 



CHAPTER XIX 


PLACES OF INTEREST 

ALIPUR DUAR — Situated on the north bank of the Kaljani river 
In 26^ 2^' N and 89® 32' E it is a subdivlsional municipal town 
with a population of 36.667 (including 3.032 Scheduled Castes 
and 215 Scheduled Tribes people) according to th*.*' Census of 
(971. It is about 110 km. east of Jalpnjguri town. It derives 
its name from the late Col, Hedayet AU Khan who did laudable 
service in the Bhutan war and was stationed here as the first 
Extra-Assistant Commissioner. Ii is a trading centre and has a 
big railway colony. It is connected by road with Jalpnlguri and 
Buxa. The rains are heavy here lasting from May to September. 
Heat also becomes oppressive in hot weather, when there is no 
rain. A number of old beds of the Kaljani river arc to be found 
in the area, and one of the.se, now a big pool, runs through the 
town. It was formerly an unhealthy place owing to its swampy 
climate. The Alipur Duar Junction and the Alipur Duar stations 
of the North-East Frontier Railway are on the route between 
Sealdah and Dibrugarh. the former also being on the routes 
between Lucknow and Gauhati and between Katihar and 

Lumding. The section between Alipur Duar Junction and 

Bam a nh at passes through Alipur Duar Court and Alipur Du:lr 
stations, A number of colonies with new settlers have grown 
around the place after the Partition. A number of sites worth 
visiting are there in the neighbourhood namely. Yamduar on the 
Saakosh. Jainti, Bhutanghat, etc. 

The non-municipal iirbaTj area of Alipur Duar Railway Junction 
has a population of 17.787 (including 2,291 Scheduled Castes and 
79 Scheduled Tribes persons) as per the Cen.sus of 1971. 

AMBARi F ALA KATA — A Village (J.L. No. 22) in Rajganj police 
station, had a population of 855 in '1971. The land on both 

sides of the river Karatoya here is .high and sandy, and the crops 

grown are mustard and ans paddy. 

BAGRAKOT —A .Station on the Katihar-Lumding section (metre 
gauge) of the North-East Frontier Railway. U is located near the 
foot.of the hills on the Darjiling border, rjid has a cooler, atmos¬ 
phere in comparison to Dam Dim. which is about K).87km. away 
from here. There are four tea gardens ncmely, Bagrakot Tea 
Garden T, II.'Til and IV (J.L. No. 11). all in Mai police station, 
with a total population of 5.736 In 1971, 
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BANARHAT — A place in Dhupgurj police station, it has a rail¬ 
way station on the Katihar-Lumdinc section of the North-East 
Frontier Railway. It is .surrounded by lea gardens, and practically, 
the village goes by the name of Banarhai Tea Garden fJ.L. No. IT) 
which had a population of 8.171 in 1971. 

BARNES — A village fJ.L. No. 31) in Maynaguri police station it 
has a.rural health centre, post office, etc. Tr was formerly a 
station on th^old Bengal-Duars Railway, and ha*d a branch line 
connecting it with Barnes Ghat on the left bank of the Tista 
opposite Jalpaipri connected by •a railway-con trolled ferry. 
Formerly, Barnes Ghat used to be the terminus of the Benga!- 
Duars Railway and pa.ssenger and goods traffic was ferried 
across the river to avail of the Eastern Bengal Railway at 
Jalpaiguri. L^ter, ftit construction of the southern branch of the 
railway in 1898-1900 to Lalmanir Hat on the Dhubri extension 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway afforded through communi¬ 
cation avoiding the crossing of the Tista. This place has almost 
been wiped out m the Tista flood of 1968. 

BHELAKOBA — A railway station (J.L. No. 2) on the Chamagram- 
New-Bongaigaon section of the North-East Frontier Railway, it is 
also connected by road carrying heavy traffic, specially during the 
jute-cropping season. The area is noted as a juie-growing area. 
It is within Jalpaiguri police station and the population here 
numbered 8.931 in 1971. 

BUXA — A place connected by a good road running through a 
reserved fore.st with ^Buxa • Road station on the Jaintj-Raia- 
bhatkhawa section of the North-East Frontier Railway. 'There 
was formerly a military cantonment which later became a political 
prisoners’ detention camp and has of-late been the Tibetan 
Refugee Lama Asrama. The place is situated j)n a gravel plateau 
548.64 metres above sea 4evel in 26M6'N and 89®35'E a! the 
foot of the Bhutan Hills. , 

CHALiSA — A function starion on the Katihar-Lumding (metre- 
gauge) .section of the North-East Frorttier Railway. A metalled 
road connects it with Matiafi Hat, one of the largest markets in 
the tea garden area. 

The Chalsa Mahabari fJ.L. No. 16) and the Chalsa Tea Garden 
tJ.L. No. 13), both in Matiali police station had respectively 2,07l 
and 2.949 people in 1971. 

chhota sinchula — A peak,’about 1733.60 metres above sea 
level, of the Sinchula range, it is situated about 11.27 km. north 
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of Buxa cantonment in 26^ 47'N. and 89^^34'E This peak, offcf* 
ing a beautiful sight, is the highest point in the district. 

DAM DIM — A Station on the Katihar-Lumding section (metre 
'gauge) of the North-East Frontier Railway, it had a police station 
earlier which was removed to Mai id 1908, to which this village 
belongs. Formely the place was malarious and unhealthy. Now 
there are some tea gardens in the surrounding area and the iparket 
here is attended-largely by the garden labourers. 4 • . 

Dam Dim Hat (J.L. No. 37) had a population of 1,426 in' 1971, 
while the two tea gardens OL.No. 40) here had a population of 
5.156 the same year. * 

DHUPGURi —A station (J.L. No. 89) having the police station of . 
the same name on the Chamagram-New Bongaigaon section of the 
North-East Frontier Railway, it is situated beP^en Maynaguri and 
Falakala. It has a big market to which jute is brought for sale. 

It is the centre of a fertile rice-growing area and is connected by 
roads with all important places on all sides. It is a non-municipal 
town with a population of 16,808 (including 5,314 Scheduled 
Castes and 56 Scheduled Tribes persons) according to the Census 
of 1971. 

DOMOHANI — A station (J.L. No. 19) in Maynaguii police station 
on the New Mal-Changrabandha section of the North-East Frontier 
Railway it has a railway workshop and a market. A good road 
connects it with Maynaguri, situated 4.83 km. to the north-east 
and there is a ferry across the river Tista to Paharpur on the 
Jalpaiguri-Dam Dim road. A non-municipal town it has a popu¬ 
lation -of 7,706 (including 3,304 ^Scheduled Castes and 240 
Scheduled Tribes persons) according to the 197L Census. 

FAI.AKATA — A Station (J.L. No. 21) In the police station of the 
.same name on the Chamagram-New ^ongaigaon sectiort of the 
North-East Frontiei Railway, it Is 88 km. away from New Jalpai- 
guri Railway station. It is situated on the east bank of the river 
Mujnai close to the boundary of the* Koch Bihar district. It was 
formerly the headquarters of the present Alipur Duars subdivision. 
It is a non-municipal town with a population of 7.194 (including 
918 Scheduled Castes and 91 Scheduled Tribes persons) according 
to the 1971 Census. In 1961, the population here was 3.011. It 
has an important market in which some of the best jut;, tobacco 
and mustard grown in this area and Western Duars are sold. 

GAIRKATA — A village (J.L. No. 25) on t^e river Angrabasha in 
Dhupguri police station, it has a big market. ’Several roads 
radiate from here and proceed on the north towards the tea 
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•gardens and on the south to the paddy-growing areas. There arc 
afsD some tea gardens this place. In 1^71, the population 
here was 4,479, The Gairkata Tea Garden fJ.L. No. 26). situated 
close by. had a population of 3.744 in 1971. 

GAUH MENDABARi (Mouza Dakshin Barajhar Forest, J.L. No, 12. 
P.S. Alipur Duar) — In the deep forest of Chilapata and on the 
bank of the river Bania close to the Jaldapara Wild Game Sanc¬ 
tuary'some ruins first came to light during the^ third decade of 
this Century.' Lying close to the Jaldapara Game Sanctuary the 
place can be approached from Hajimara, Falakata and Alipur 
Du5r. Tt is 56^5 km. from Koch Bihar and now a dusty road to 
the place has been carved out by contractors’ trucks. The State 
Directorate of Archaeology made some excavations at the site 
recently and has ijnearthcd a fort-1 ike construction. There is a 
brick wall sufroiindcd by ditches at the spot with an opening on 
each of the four sides. There arc two cornices on the walls to 
the south and west. There are a number of shelves and attached 
chimneys in a row on the western wall. Besides bricks of vary¬ 
ing ^i7es, nS" X 12'" X T or V/' x 8" x 1.6") stone pieces were used 
in the construction. A drain coming from the northern wall has 
fallen to the river Bania through the eastern wall. This drain is 
entirely built of brick and stone. Tt is not known if this served 
as the harbour of boats or was just a drain for the outfall of 
excess ^atcr. Thi^ fort is called the Fort of Nal Raia and it 
occupies a space of about 1,295 km, square. The State Direc¬ 
torate of Archaeology have placed it in the age of the Guptas. 
To the east and west of the wall of the fort there are two small 
rooms, meant probably for the watch and ward staff. There arc 
also a number of ponds and uplands within the fort. There is a 
ruiaof.an old temple outside the eastern* wall. Besides, numerous 
.stone pieces are scattered all around. 

These ruins have simffarities with those at Bhitargarh, much 
of which now falls in Batjcladesh- That city comprised four 
separate enclosures, the innermost being the palace of Prithu Raia. 
whose date is unknown. Sut ^'ho probably preceded the Pala 
dynasty of the ninth century.^ The Mendabari ruins, from its 
construction, appear to he the castle of a king or a fort or just a 
walled city.* Some say it was constructed by Naranarayan Singh. 

> t. F, Griming — Brns'‘^ and Dhtrict Oaz/rtteen .• Jalpai^Ti. 

.MTababad. 1911. p, UV 

2 A. Mfrra_ Cmms /^5T: WVs/ District Hamihooks' Ja^hdipuri. 

Calaitta. 19'>4. p. 150, Also <ce P, C. Gupta--.VT j/ Raur'Gnrh, 

Calcutta, IWW- 
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the Koch Bihar king in A.D. 1510, while according to some it* 
was constructed by the Bhuiias. There*are others who name*it 
‘Chita Kota Garh’,- It is perhaps one of the many fortresses 
'•built by the said Naranarayan, the pronunciation of whose name 
became ‘Nala*. It is said that the armed forces of the king were 
commanded by his younger brother, Sukladhwaj, who was better 
known* as Chila Rai because he swooped upon his enemies like 
a hawk- The place of his residence near Tufangani is still ‘called ! 
Chila Khana. » ; 

gorumara — see Lataguri. 

HAMir.TONGANJ — It fJ-L. No. 29 (iii)] is the headquarters or the 
Kalchini Development Block and is within Kalchlni police station. 

It is connected by road with Jalpaiguri and Koch Bihar. It has 
a big market. In 1961, the population here nqjnbered 2,347. 

fTASiMARA — A station on the Katihar^Lumding *(meter gauge) 
section of the North-East Frontier Railway, it is one of the points 
from where the Jaldapara Game Sanctuary can be approached. 
One has to go to Baradabari 6.44 kms. away from where an excur¬ 
sion to the Sanctuary can be arranged. There is a tourist lodge 
at Baradabari having facilities for board and lodging. A station 
wagon can be hired from here for a sight-seeing tour to the 
Sanctuary which is known for its one-honied rhino population, 
besides other animals. Hasimara is surrounded by many tea 
gardens and has a big market. , • 

JALDAPARA — see above (Hasimara) 

JALPAIGURI — The district town and the headquarters of the 
Jalpaignri Civil Division, it has a potjulatioji of 55,159 (including 
5,479 Scheduled Castes and 295 Scheduled Tribes j>ersons) accord¬ 
ing to the 1971 Census. In 1961. the population was 4S.738. 
The population here over the decade 1961-71 has increa.sed by 
13.56 per cent, while the sex-rafio in 1971 is 794 females per 
1,000 males. Situated on the right bank of the Tista river in 
26®32'N. and 88’^43'E. it is said that it derives its name from 
the olive trees (Jalpai in Bengali) gsowing here some of wMch 
were last seen in 1900- The Karla river divides the town into 
two parts, and (he river is spanned by a few bridges. A pic¬ 
turesque town, it has several avenues shaded by trees. A glimpse 
of_ the snow-clad peaks of the Himalayas can be had from near 
the Karla river. 


' Jalpsiguri District Centenary Volume, p. US. 
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. FirS^d floods occurred frequently in this town in the past, 
tn ISTs'Sf^ral Government offices, except the treasury, were 
burnt. Fires broke out sporadically in other offices in 1897, 

1905. 1906, 1907. etc. 

.The municipality here was constituted in 1885, the Board 
sistinR of 13 commissioners, including 3 ex~offkio members. 

The town, though small, does an extensive trade throush the 
railway^ and the roadwa/s. Tea is the most jmportant item of 
trade here, though p^ ddy^j ute, tobacco and timber are also sold. 
I^cessing of tea and ^nahufacturd of plywood chests are some 
of the industrtes here. The Euroneans opened a tea company 
^here in 1874, which was followed by another in 1879 ooeiyd by 
a few B^hgali entrepreneurs. The Jalpaiguri Club or the 
Planter.^’ Club, a'*i exclusive chib for Enrooean members in the 
beginning, was opened in the town in 1885. It built its own 
building in 1894. A number of temples are there in and around 
the town, some of which are quite old namely.* Maskalai Bari 
Smasan Kali temole. Baikunthanath temole. Dmba7ar Kalibari. 
Babunara Jogmaya Kali temple, Bhadrakali in Pandaoara. etc. 
The Brahmo Samai temple was established in the heart of the 
town in 1901. and its new temple was constructed in 1913. 
Sri Ramakrishna A^ma was established here in 1923. A bie 
mosqi^e was constructed on the Siliiruri road by Rahim Bux 
Peskar in 1875 and another at Dinbarar by Mohammad Tbrahim 
in 1902. The Church near the cutcherry was erected in 1882. 
Another church was built on Haldibari road in 1896. 

The town siiffere<^ loss of lives and property in the devastating 
flood of the Tista which took place on the night of 4 October. 
1968. I 

jAiPB«4 fmrhtalf Jaloe^)— A village fJ.l^ No. 68> in Mavnaguri 
police station, it is sipiated 6.44 km. so\ith-east of Mavnaguri. 
Situated on the* bank of the -Thorda river the main temnle here 
combines the Hindu and Muslim architectures. Apart from the 
(Jome over the main there are four other domes on the 

four corners of the temple. The sanctum housing a ^ivalihgam 
is 3.05 metres underground from where the extreme end of the 
dome measures 38.71 metres. The temple has the look of a mosque 
of norfli India. Tt is saiS that Prannarayan. the king of Koch Bihar, 
reconstructed the t^ple over an olde* site, ank in a dream hK 
was directed to bring the from Garhwli J^lpe^ and 

to house hifvi at this place. He brought Muslim architects from 
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Delhi and had the temple built in A.D. 1665. It was ca^lete^' 
by his great grandson. * 

The temple, a two-storied navaratna structure, suffered 
N^reat damage in an earthquake in June 1897 and a part of 
\^econd storey was completely devastated. After the devasCg- 
tton the Secretary of Stale for India in Council formed a trust 
committee and handed over the work of supervision to it. The ; 
Committee recon^ructed the broken pTace.s at great cosi^ King 
Prannarayan had earlier placed 46 jots as devottar for the main* 
tenance of the lemple. but the Government in 1891 took away 
those devottar properties and granted some allos^ances for the 
priesjj and for maintenance of the temple. A committee named 
Snypei Temple Committee was formed to look after «he working* 
of the temple. The temple was not proper1y%looked after and 
then the aforesaid damages occurred during the earthquake of 
1897. Government of India in 1899 formed a committee of 
trustees to repair and reconstruct the temple. The temple, how¬ 
ever, was reconstructed over the years with the help of public 
donations. 

A big fair called ‘Jalpe^ Meld' on the occasion of ^ivaratci 
festival is held here every year in February which is attended by 
a large number of persons coming from different parts of North 
Bengal. The Temple Committee organises the fair since 1955. 
though it was earlier taken over by Government in 1891 along 
with its devoftor properties. 

KAMAKHYAGURi — Kamakhyaguri, a big moura, now sprawls over 
three Viliages, namely, Uttar Kamakhyaguri^fJ-L. No. 178) with 
a population of 6.026 and an area of 350.80 sq-km. in 1971. 
Dakshin Kamakhyaguri fj. L. No. 176) with a pipulation of 
1,794 and an area of 460.54 sq.km,. an<J Madhya Kimakhyaguri 
(J. L. No. 177) with^a population of 1.928 and an area of 
457.24 sq.km, all in Kumargram police*station-. The place is 
30 km, north-east of Alipur Duar an^ adjacent to Assam. The 
three villages together consUtute ,a laige marketing centre f«r 
rice, paddy, jute and mustard seeds. There is an sericulture 
farm and a number of shops and industrial establishments at 
this place. It has a railway station on the Katihar-Lumding 
section of the North-East Frontier Rai^vay. There ar; three 
tea gardens suriyunding this village. The total population of the 
place in 1971 ^as 12,93^ ^ 

" KUMAgGRA^^“ A village (J. L. No. 37) and thc#headquarters 
of the police station and of the N.E.S. Block of tw same name, 

\' 
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*il usual establishments, like the Primary Health Centre, 

Post Unfci^^fchool. efc. as are to be found in similar places 
elsewhere. In 19^, the population here numbered 2,848 
Roads radiate from^re to Allpur Duars and to Chakchaka o 
th^ Koch Bihar boumary, 

LATAOURI — A village fJ. L. No. 81) in Mai police station, it 
j had a population of 3,287 in 1971. It is 14 km. from Maynaguri 
and 22 km. from Chalsa^and is famous for lipber. The Lata- 
guri-Rarhshai brlh^di of the North-East Frontier Railway 
originates from here >]iU *>t o rminat(^s at Ramshai, 

•Lataguri Junction is, however, a station on the New Mai- 
Clja»^*^^ndha section of the North-East Frontier RaUway. 
•The Gortf^,ara Sanctuary is 6.44 km. from here, and there if a 
foftsi Department^ bungalow at Gorumara. ^ 


M A DA Ri RAT — A statj on on the L u m d i ng-K ati har sect i on of 
the North-East Frontier Railway and the headquarters of the 
police station of the same name. It is on the^west or right 
bank of the Torsa river. A good road connects it with Falakata 
on the south and the Hantapara tea garden and market on the 
north. Being a market-place it is developing rapidly and the 
main item of trade it jute. Rangali Bazar, a place near this 
place, is a good a^^ultural area. The surrounding lands have 
been brought under cultivation by Oraon and Nepali cultivators 
for matiy years. It is the railhead and the bus terminus for journeys 
to Hollong Forest Lodge, situated 6 km. away, from where a 
sight-seeing tour of the Jaldapara Wild Life Sanctuary can be 
arranged. This lod^e was opened on 9 October, 19^2. The 
names of the reservation authority are given in the List of 
Dak Bungl<^s, etc. appearing elsewhere. A mini-bus also plies 
between B^ogra and Hollong vicr Siliguri, Jalpaiguri and 
Madarihat. * v 


MAYNAGURI -\A non*-municipal town on the Jhorda river, 
11.27 km. from Jalpaiguri.# The road from Jalpaiguri to Alipur 
Duar passes through it, and several other roads radiate from 
here, the principal one connecting it Vith Domohani and Ramshai 
Railway stations. It has a police station of the .same name, 
and is a town with a population of 15,808 (including 4,484 
Scheduled Castes and *126 Scheduled Tribes persons) according 
to the *1971 Census. ^ • 

The ruins of the superstructure of Bates^ra temple arA 
to be found^ Madhavdanga O, L. No. 54) in this^police station 

on the road fading from here to Jalpes. The ruins show that it 
- * 

✓ 
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was a stone temple. 'The Hkhara has collapsed, whic^Crom^ 
muia~man}aris seem to have been of the type 
'v temple near Gauhaii. Its date of erectiom is not^tnown. It 
^^iginally consisted of a mandapa, antarala^nd garbhagriha. A 
disjecta membra indicate it bore conc^tric circles like those 
ofllie temples of Sibsagar*.^ This temple 'is situated to the w5tt 
of Jhorda river. A big banyan (bat) tree stands at the site, from ^ 
which the temple derives its name. T^e upper panel of a door ' 
frame with Kiriimukh ei^raviogs has been fo^d near ^ ;.and 
there are also two piUars with sculptujai close to it.^ 

MAL — A station having the police station same name 

on t|ie New MahChangrabandha section of the 
Frontier Railway, it can also be reached from New M^^Kjunction* 
station. The M 5 ! Junction station is located on tne Katibar- 
Lumding (metre gauge) line of the same railway. Branch lines 
radiate from here to Madarihat, Bagrakot and other places. 
There is a bigjnarket in the neighbourhood at Bataigol to which 
(he labourers from the local tea-gardens flock for their purchases. 

It is a nommunicipal town with a population of 10,951 (including 
721 Scheduled Castes and 320 Scheduled Tribes persons) accord¬ 
ing to the 1971 Census. ^ 

MATiAti HAT — Formerly, a small ba^at^ in the midst of a 
few tea gardens, it is now a populous locality (J. L. No. 12) and 
the headquarters of the police station of the same name. It 
is connected by a metalled road with the Chalsa railway station, 
situated 8.05 km. to the south. It had a population of 3,010 
in 1971. while the Maliali Tea Garden- (J.L.N 0 . 10) had a popu¬ 
lation of 4,108 that year. The market here is frequented by 
thousands of tea garden labourers. 

NAGRAKATA — A Station in the police station of the same name 
on the Katibar-Lumdiag section (metre gauge) of the North-East 
Frontier Railway. The name is said to be derived from Nagta 
Bhutias who used to live here. The viljage Nagrakata (J.L.N 0 . 7) 
bad a population of 331 in 1971, while the Nagrakata Tea 
Garden (J. L. No. 6 ) had 2r772 during the same period. Tlie 
N.E.S. Block headquarters of Nagrakata is situated at Sulkapara. 
The Nagrakata area is, however, more under tea plantation than 


J A, 'Danerii — ‘Temples of Jalpaiguri’, in Journal of the Asiatic 'Society, 
' yol. XIII, Nos. 14, 1971 , p. 196 . ^ 

« S. Bhaitac.hary ?’ and M. ’ Bhattacharya — ' Tal^iguri Pratnakirti’, in 
JalpSigufi Dis'.ict Centenary Souvenir r I86909fl8, ed. C.^C. Sanyal and 
ocbers, JalpSi^ri. 197i, p. 401. ^ 
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liode^^agricultui^al operation. It is connected by road with 
ChalsaSki^jJrfnar^t. 

NEW MAVNAOURi - - A railway station on the Assam Railway, 
it is famed for a l,;mple in the neighbouring village uamed^’ 
Byangkandi. That pla^e is 1.6 km. from the Government hospjt?^ 
anfi on the other haul. of the Jhorda river. The temple is Ifuilt 
of stone and is locally , flailed Sodar Khai. The three walls of 
the inner san<jUun still s‘. 2 nd intact, but the temple as a whole 
shows sigBi. ofJiJwiding below the ground-level. Its ground- 
plan- is .simple. TW.:s_-.vtre seven small-sized shelves in the 
walls Qt the sanctum, of which only five are still to be found. 

a smalT^ve in the middle of -a quadrangular stone- 
.piecel bsggnd says that water poured intoiMs cave reaches the 
Ja'rpe^ ter^le. It is a .Siva temple resembling the Jalpesvar 
temple.’ There is a stone cistern, a filled up '*ell. and a half 
sunk pillar in a place called Kathua* near by. though others 
opine that so-called well might have been used £cr some other 
purposes. There is a triangular stone at Kathua wliich might 
have occupied the top of a temple. The local people call it the 
washerman’s stone on which clothes are struck for washing.* 
The image of the deity is missing, but the mandapa and so^bhasrha 
are still standing.* / 

The barest foundation of another temple, the temple of 
Bhadesvara, are to be found immediately below the high 
embankment of the New Maynaguri Railway station.' 

To the east of the New Maynaguri railway station there is a 
temple of Petkati Devi. It-is at a distance of about 1.6 km. from 
the temple of Sodar^Khai. It contains the image of Chamunda, 
who is locf'ly called Petkati. The image, seated in lalitasana, 
has a heigh of 1.42 metres. The stele has an ellipsoid top and is 
said to be a product of-Eastern Indian baroque.' 

ODLABARI —village. (J. L. No. 20) in Mai police station with 
a population of 4,773 in 1971. it is 8 miles (13 km.) from Mai. 
It is situated very near Bagrakot. A good market, a post office, 
a high school, and a health c-entre are there. It has a railway 

I A. Micra —oil>. ctt., p. 148. 

«S Bhattacham and M. Bhatracharva —'TalnSlffuri Ptarnakirtr (in 
Bengali), in ]aWigari District CfinUna^y Souvenir • 2869-1968, ed. T- C. 
Sam-al and others, lalpSltfuri, 197f). p. 402. . . , - . , - . ^ 

♦ A Banerii—’Temples of Jalpli^un’. m Journal of he Asiatic Society. 
Vol. Xm, Nos. 1-4. ^71. p. IW. 

5 loc. cit. 

* Ibid., p. 2CW.H 
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Station on the Kaiihar-Lumding section olAhc NonMEasl 
rrontier Railway, h is surrounded by foar • ’ 

s^pvr^duhar^A walk of about U-27km/aIong RH. No 31* 
^om Maynaguri takes one to Hochhludang/just before reaching 
V •'aWhaka river. From there a kutchJ road for about 4.8? 

S'inf Maynaguri oolftre 

station noted for its temple. A few merges before the temple is, 

reached, there is the Chufcchuka river.,.' There is,^tank. having ‘ 
li tie water m ,t. to the east of the templ^ 

viSy °° ^ H"'""°“^»*^are strewv int.,Uie' 

Sc^ptured stone.pie;es lie. strewn in the-SrSTami., 

Iht; sfbne.temple to-.^rs high. The upper portion ofjf^ lenmle. 
was renovated bj.orick-work a few years back. ThTsculptfte 
on a few stone-pieces suggest that they belonged to a rekl,a-deul 

RiUABHATKHAWA —A Junction station on the metre gauge of 
the North-Eaa;,Frontier Railway situated 11km. north of Alipur 
Duar ,t IS t!ie headquarters of the Buxa forest division, and is 
noted for umber export (sal. sisu. catechu, etc.). A road runs 
west from this place to the Torsa river connecting the tea Eardcii^ 
with this railway station. As to its name (literally, ‘king’s dining’) 
the legend says that after the Bhutan war t^ king of Bhutan had 
dinner here on being invited by the Koch king. A railway line 
branches off from here to Jayanti, 16 km. to the north, through 
deep forest, there being only one station. Buxa Road on the way 
The Raja Bhat Tea Garden (J. L. No. 44) in Kalchini police 
Station had a population of 2.689 in 1971, 

RAJG^J —A noted village in par!;ana baikunihapur. it is 
situated in the area between Jalpaiguri and Siliguri!, This place 
IS famed for the production of superior variety of jufe A ros<r“ 
from Bhajanpur on t^ie Titalya road-passes throSgh it and 
connects it with the railway staUon at Ehelakob-u-'on the New 
Jalpaigun-Haldibari section (broad gauge) of the North-East 
Frontier Railway. This road carries heavy traffic during jute 
cropping. The Raikat of the-Baikunthafiur estate owns the large 
market here to which Jute is brought for sale. It has a police 
station and a Development Block of the same name, 

RAMSHA!--The terminating station of the two-station branch 
hne.. namely. Lafagun-Ramshai braneff of the North-East 
frontier Railwa;^ it is 9 Ifm, away from LatP.guri.* It is on the 
right bank of ^'ne Jaldhaka river vyth the t;owcr Tondu forest 
on the west and the Daina forest across the river the east. 
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AlsoN^led Rai^|iai Hat, il is connected by road with Chalsa 
-^t^graka>»t.3^dyna4^ri,*Gairkata, etc. Big •games for shootim 


Big games for shooting 


are there in the n«hbouring forests, the jungle between the ^ 
Jaldhaka and Daina ilvers being the favourite haunt of tigers, 

.The Ramshai Fores!(J. L. No. 50) in Dhupguri police sta^jgar 
had a population ofW.456 in 1971, while the Ramshai Tea 
Estate (J. L. No. 9) ii^daynaguri police station had a popula¬ 
tion of 1,18*^-^ that hme. Before the construction of the 
e??^^sion^ the railway to Madari Hat, traffic to and 
tea gardenVt o .wr^past of^the Jaldhaka had to use this 
station.^ ,.. t 

caje^^annyasi^ata (J. L. N<^27) 
liVRajganjs^Iice st^on, tfji^is a famous s'^ot in SikarpiS tea 
gahJens area, and be so named af\j;a Sannyasi. i.e. 

a sage. According to the legened he was Bhabani Pathak, a 
character in Bankim Chandra’s novel, 'O^vT yhaudhurdnV. 
The temple here looks like a Buddhist pagoda. ^Apcal people 
say it wa.s constructed by one Scott in not very^istant past. 
Although the base of the temple is a pucca construction, the 
other accessories including the icon are wooden. At the 
entrance to the templ^ there is the icon of an ox — made of 
white stone — which places the temple. On the three steps of 
the staircase leading to the temple there are seated three figures 
of lions made of stone. The place had a population of 11,625 
in 1971. 
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172. 

190. 
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16. 18. 58. 

63, 
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Baikunthapur. 55, 
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62. 

78. 199. 200. 

201, 
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246, 
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31. 

60, 


U5, 233 
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200. 201. 203, S28 
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B<i I iks, Co-opera tive, T9?b4(). 141, 
146 . 147 , 143 

Biiines, 18. 19, 109, 167, 319 . 
Usudevnaravan, 57 
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Baikunthapur, Rafkat of) 

Bengal -Duars Railway, 166-67 
Bengali, 77, 78, 80, 81 
Bentley (Dr.). 272. 274-75 
Betubari Uniojt, 7 
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Bhandani, 84 * 

Bharat Scouts 8c Guides. 267 
Bhclakoba, 138. 166, 167, 169 
Birpara^ 67. 69, 70, 122, ‘l23.” 

135, 136. 188. 165, 170. 17.3, 227, 
23A 

Births. 281 ** 

Black water fever. 272 
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Bodo — language. 11. 77. 80. 81. 
84 

— tribe, 11, 49 ^ 

Boat'd of Revenue. 193 ' 

Brahmaputra. 12. 14, 18, 117 
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^^hmoism, 85 
puddhists, 82, 87 • 

Buxa Duars, 22. 23, S8, 2«!. SI9 
—• Cantonment, 9 ^ 

~ roTCSt division, 31. S2 
hills, 21, 24. 25 __** 


Census. 67. 73. 76. 77. 78. 79. 80. 
89 

Central Govt, set-up, 194-95 
Chalsa, 34, ISS, 325 
C.hapramari, 9, 23. 54,«169 
Charitable dispensary, 240, 241, 
275 * 

Children's Park, 267 
Cholera, »l, 272, 273 
Christianity, 82, 85, 86-87, 91. 
210-11 

ChukSnidars, 208. 209, 210 
(Iburch Missionary Society, 210.11, 
268 , 

Climate. 35-41 
Clubs, 267 ^ 

Coal, 23 

Commercial banks, f38-39. 154, 
150 

Commercial taxes, 215-16 
Communication, 163-73, 192 *• 

Community development, 190-91 
Conservancy, 291 
Conveyances. 164 * 

ConvictioiV 219-20, 221 
Cooch Behar State Railway, 167 
Cooperative banks, 110, 139*40, 

146, 14^ 148, 154, 156 
Cooperative movement, 144, 146, 

235 * 

/looperative Societies, I09-J0, 128- 
29, 144, 146, 147, 148, 149 
Cottage industry, 122, 125-30, 
232*33 ^ • 

Courts of justice, 222*25 
Credit agencies, 139, 140, 141, 146, 
fU, 155, 156 

Credit facilities, 109, li8. 129, 
^139, 14 U 146, 147 
Credit Societies, 159,4141, 146, 

147, 148 • 


Crimes, 218-19. 220* 

Croppcc^ area, 99, 104, 107 
Crops, f03-06, 108 
Cultivable lands, 99, lOO", 204, 2a5, 
212 

Cultivable waste, 99, 100, 121 
Cultivators. 154, 155, 156^ 181. 
182, 186 

Cultural Societies, 267 
< iirrent fallow, 99, 204, 205 


D 


Dak bungalows. 170-71, 239. 240, 
241 

Dam-Dira, 169, 520 * • 

Darpade^'a, 54, 60. 61, 200, 201 
Death. 271, 272. 278, 278-79, 280, 
281. 282. 296 

Debts, 142-44, 152, 155f 154, 155 
Demarcation of boundary, 4-8 
Deva Pala, 50 

Development Blocks, 4, !06, 107, 
114, 145, 190-91, 242 
Devj Manthani, 84 
D hard hoi a, 14, 44 
Dharta, 15, 19, 20, 47 
Dharmadeva, 59 
Dharma^ala, 171 
Dhokra, 122 
Dliupgun, 

. Block. 106, 107, 145, 150, 
151, 190, 19^29*. 233, 242, 
245, 244, 245, 252, 253 
— Police .Station, 3, 70, 112, 
138, 171, 213, 220, 227, 
241, 285, 319 

— Town. 4, 96, 230, 240, 519 
Dhvaja Kings, 55, 54 
Diana forest range, 84 
Diesel station, 122 
Dima, 8, 15, 22 
Dinah, 16, 22 

DinanSrayan, 58 ^ 

Dispensary, 273 

District Board, 239-40, 274, 275 
District Library Association, 
265-66 * • 

lystrict Road. 164 
District Scl^l Boart^ 239 
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DomcMic Service, 177 
Domohani, 4. 10, 96. 102. 103 
264, 320 

Drainage, *248, 291 
Droughts. 117, 120 
^ Duars. 21. 22. 24, 25. 1Q3 no 
124 ^ 

Dutluya, 6, 14 
Dulali, 47 
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East India C>)jnpanv 59 60 61 
63, 200-01 

Education, 192, 247. 254-68 
F-diicatwn — Adult. 264, 265 
* Backward classes, 203 
— Collegiate, 261-62, 263 

- - Missionary, 268 
-- Physftal, 266 

— I*rimary, 258-60, 267 

- • Secondary, 255-58 

— Social, 264, 265. 266 
-• Tea gardens, 267 
Elections, 304'14 
Emigration, 72 

Employment Exchange, 188-90 
Eri CkadcT, 122 
Erirulture, 122, 127, 803 
Excise, Central, 215 
Excise. Stale. 214-15 
Export trade, 170* 

Extremist fhoHjmcnf, 64 ^ 65 
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F^iirs and festivals. 160-62 
Falakatn. 23. 38, 96. 170 173 

240, 274. 320 

- Blo(k, 106. 107, 145. 1.50 

li>0. 192, 233. 242, 245 

244. 245, 252, 253 

— Police Station. 3 , 70. 75 
^ 190, 103, 112, 138. 17i 

215, 220. 227. 230 241. 

285. 303. 320 
Familv Biirlget, 187-88 
Famify planning, 286 -gR 
FamMe. 117, 120 

105 ^ 

Fatapiikur, 25 ^ 


Fauna, 32-5 * 

Ferries, 170, 241 

Fever, 270, 271, 272 * 

Fisheries 115, 232 
Flood. 16-20, 42-46. 10 V 117-20 
135 

— Ciontrol. 20, 42-6. 195-96 
— relief, 119.; 

— Schemes, 20, 42-6, 196 
Flora, 27-50 
Fodder crop.?, 110-11 
Food Adulieration. 290 
Food Corporation of'^India, 198 
Forest. 8,^9, 27. 30-82, 33. 34, 

00, 115-17, 235-34 
— Acts, 5S-5 

— income Sc expenditure, 116 , 

214 

Formation of district, 4-8, 204 
Fort of Nal Raj 5, 321 


Oadadhar, 19, 43. 44, 45 
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Game Laws. 35 
Game sanctuary, 32. 322 
O^opata, 21, 125 
Oarh Mendahari, 321-22 
Garo, 210 
Garumarl,' 34, 325 
Gazaldoba. 150 
General Elections, 304^ 

Geology, 21-26 
Gish, 11. 12, 13. 19 
GlentSni, -16 • 

Gram Panchayats, 4, 244, 253 

Ground Water, 23 

Growth wOf population, 67, 71, ' 42 - 6 ^ 
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Hamitfonganf. 135. 136, 139 301 
822 ■ ■ 

Handloom. 129 ' 

Hareovlnd^ KJthain. 205 

Harjora. 50 v 

HasimarS. 14. 32. 138, 168 169 

m, 173 , 321, 322 ' ' ' 
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High Sch*ool8. 254. 2.55-56 * 
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82. 83. 87. 
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126. 
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138, 139. 
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140^ 
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155. 156, 

137, 160, 
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♦ 

176, 
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Immigrants, 72, 73. 28, 86 
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193, 194, 
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Immigraiion. 72, 77, 78, 81 
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201. 206, 

207, 200. 

Income tax, 215 

213, 

214, 215. 

217, 218, 

IttdebtednAs, 142-44, 152, 153 

219. 

220, 222, 

223. 225. 

Indian Tea Planters* A.ssociatfon. 

226, 

251. 255-5^. 237-58. 
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259. 

260. 261, 

262. 264, 

Indo-Mongoloid, 50-51 

269. 

272, 273, 

277, 279, 

Industrial disputes, 136-37 

280, 

281. 282. 

283. 284. 

— I.abour Welfare, B5-56 

285, 

287, 288, 

289. 290, 

—- loan, 139 , 144 

292, 
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125-27 

— Old time, 122 ^ 

— State assistance to, 127*30 
Infant death, 279-80. 261 
Information & Public Relations 
236 • . 

Inheritanc€^l9 

iTTigaiion, 100-03, 102 

Islam, 52, $2, 86 

Inspection ^bungalows, 17CI-7I, 241 


Jails *and lock-ups, 221-22 * 

Jains, 82, 87 

JaldSpIra, 32, 34, 233-54, 322 .♦525 
jaldhaka (R). 9, Id? 17, 19. 20, 
58, 100, 115. 119 
—• Hydel Project, 122, 125 
Jajnanirayan, 57 ^ 

Jalpaiguri, • ♦ 

, Block,* 106, 129. 145. 150. 

190, 192, 231? 233, 242, 
243, 244, 245, 252, 255 


Eiigiiieeiiug Cullcgc, 44, 263 
• - Forest division. 31 
- Municipality. 4, 66 . 95, 119. 
174. 246-49, 291, 322*25 

- - Police Station, 3, 69, 124. 

146, 151. 227. 24!. 285. 
322-23 

— RaHivay Station. \ 47, 166 
(Sadar) Subdiviflon, 1, 2, 3, 
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62. 
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213. 
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232, 

235. 
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— town, 1, 8 , 12, 14, 18. 20, 
38. 42. 43, 44, 45, 61, 63. 
64, 65, 84. 86 , 95. 113, 
118, 119, 123, 138. 139. 

141, 147. 151, 165, 110, 

171, 172, 183-84, 188, 195, 
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231, 234, 239, 240, 254. 
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Jalpei, 1, 85, 205, 270, 523-24 
— DigW, 515 t 

— 824 
Jalpelvar Siva, 83, 205 

— 'Temple, 19. 55, 56. 165. 

^ 23-24 

Jamuna, 12, 19 

Janamat, 65 

Jarda, 19. 523 

Jayanti, 8. 22, 28, 25> 125 

Jiiari, 51 

Jhum cultivation, 17 
Jotedari tenures, 207 
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Kalchini, 165, 170, 173, 240 
— Block. 106, 107, 159, 145, ' 
190, 192, 233. 242. 243, 
24^, 245, 252, 253 
— Police Suiion, 5, 38, 67, 70, 
76. 138, 159, 213, 220. 
227. 241, 285 
Koldari, 204 
Kaljani, 9. 15. 17, fiO 
Kalna (Rehati). 6. 14 
Kamakhyagurl. 126, 169, 172, 824 
Kamarupa, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53 54 
55, 56. 199 

KSmaiupa Buranji, 51 
Kamauli Copper* pi ate grant. 51 
Kamboja. 50 

Karala, \l 12, 14, 19, 42, 43. 44, 
45, 47 

KaratoyS, 10, 12, 1$, 19, 50, 52. 
55. 56 

Kiriia, 48, 51 

Kochcs 49, 52, 55, 56, 77, 80. 81, 
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Kuniargram, 38. 240, 274, 324 
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1^0. 190, 192. 233. 242, 

243. 244. 245. 252. 253 
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171. 213. 220. 227, 241. 

285. 303, 824 

Kurukh-Oraon. 77 78 

I,ab(>ur. 116. 135-36, 182. 186.^ 
234.35, m ^ 


Org:ani5ations, 177*80 • 

Welf*e, 185-36. 234.35 , 305 
i.akshmln3rSyan, 56 
Land reclamation. 99, 192 ’ 

— ^orras (present intern). 

— Tenure system, 206-07 
— Utilisation, 99 
Land revenue, demand and 
collection. 213 
— History of, 199-211 
— Mughal period® 199*200 
^ Present system, 211*13 
Utaguri, '824*25 
Learned profession, 175. 177 
Library, 265, 266. 269 
Life Insurance Corporation 141, 

198 ^ 

Linguistic picture, 77-81 
IJsh, 11, 13, 19 
Literacy. 260*61 
Livelihood classes, 181-82 
l.ive-siocft', 114, 231 
Local Boards, 240 
T-ok 3abha, 3^10. 
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Madarihat, 167, 168, 234. 240, 325 
Block. 106. 107. 145, . 150, 
190, 192, 233, 242, 243, 
244. 245, 252. 258 
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138 . 218 , 220. 227. 241. 
285. 808 y 
Madhesi, 80, 81. 85, 86 
Madrasa, 256 
MahSbhSrat. 10, 48 • 

Mahakni. ^83 

MahanandS. Mahanadi, Mahalcli, 
8, 9,«il0, 56, 58 • . 

VI:ibiTuiran3r5yan. 57 
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!. 19, 

20. 28, 96, 
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264. 

274. 
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220. 
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IVftl. 4 , 96, 122, 165. 167. 170, 

^ 240, 32$ 

Block, 106, 107. 146, 150, 

190, 192. 231. 23S, 242. 

2%$, 244. 245, 252.^53 
— Police Station, 3,'* 6?, 119. 

124, 138. 170, 173, 213, 

220. 227, 241, 2H5, 303 
Malaria, 270. 271 
Malpahari, 81, 91. 92 
ManasS, 83, 64 
MSljotedoTS, ^07 

Mandalghat, 12, 19, 20. 43, 45, 
16$, 169 * 

Manufacture of tea. ^2 
Markets, 157-59, 185, 320, 324, 328 
Marriage, ^9-92, 97-8 
MatiaU, 135. 1S6. 167, 173, SOI, 
32$ 

— Block. 106, 107, 145. 190, 
192 . 231, 233 , 242 , 243. 
244, 245, 252, 253 
— Police Station. 3, *67, 69, 
124. 138 . 213 , 220 . 227. 
241 ^ 2 ^* 

Meches, 48,'i9r52, 6#, 56, 77, 81. 
83. 84. 86, 87, 89, 91, 92. 115, 
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Medical Inlions, 263 . 285 . 297« 

ioo 

Metalled roads, 163 
MiddU School, 254, 257.58« 
Migration, sji 
Minerals. 2^. 124-25 
Mineral Spring, 16 
Minimum wages, 136, 186-87, 234 
ModnSrayaiT. 56, 57 * 

Mohitnagar, 112. 250, 2W-82 
Mogalkata Police out post, $4 
Mughal invasion. 56-7, 58, 59, 
189-200 

— Power, 199-200, 205 • 

Mujnai, 14 * 

MuktitfSni, 65 
MulSrtdars, 208 
Multipurpose schools, 25^ 

MuTvk, 80, 81, 85, 87, 89? 91, 92 
^ufiiclpalityT l$3, 174. 175, 176 
246-50 
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Muslims. 60, 77, 79, 81, 82. 86, 
89. 9tt 92. 115 
Mutiny, 1857, 63 

N 

Nagrakia, 38. 175. 26$, 526 
-- Block, 106, 107. 145. 190. 
192. 233, 242. 243. 244. 
245. 252, 253 

— Police Sution, 3, 69, 213. 
220, 227, 241, 285 
Nat-RajSr Garh, 321 
Naranarlyan, 56, 321-22 
National Highway, 165 
National School, 64 v 

Netiru-Noon Agreement, 7 
Nepali hased language, 78 
New Jalpaiguri, 138, 167, 169 
New Maynaguri, 327 * 

Newspapers, 314-15 
Nidhanpur grant, 49 
Nnambar, 53, 54. 163 
Non-Cooperation movement, 65 
Notih Bengal Flf>od Control Board. 
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North Bengal Flood Control Com¬ 
mission, 20, 195*96 
North Bengal Slate Railway, 166 
NBSTC, (North Bengal State 
Transport (k>rporation), 1$4, 
197 

North Bengal Unive^ty? 262 
Nurses’ Training, 263 

O 

OdUbSri (Oodlahari), 123, 169, 
173, 527-28 

Oraons, 77, 81. 85 , 86 , 89, 91, 

92. 210 

Organisations, Labour, 177-80 
^ Transport, , 173 

!• 

Panga, 12. 18, 19. 43. 49 
Pattanidars, 207-08 
Personal services. 177 
Phannacy Training Centre, 263, 

m 

Phola, 122 
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Piggery, 111, 251 
Plantation workers, 64, *65, 87, 
186,^ 18?, 254, 267, 285 
flywood, 116, 117 
Police- Se guards, 220*21 
Political Parties, 65*6. 310-14 
Ptoliltcaf Prisoners’ Camp (8ee 
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67, 

68, 

69. 

70, 

71, 

72, 
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67, 

68, 

69. 

70, 
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Post Telegraph, 171-72, 195 
Post office savings banks, 138, 140 
Poultry, 112, 114, 231.32 
Power su^Iy, 122-24, 196-97 
Pragjyotisha, 48, 49, 50 
Pralambha, 50 
PrlnnarSyan. 56, 325, 524 
Pre-primary education. 259-60 
Price level. 182-85 
Primary educatiem, 258-59 
Primary schools, 247, 254. 255, 
258-59 

Principal diseases, 270-73, 281-82, 
293-95 

Production of tea, 184.35 
Prohibition, 801 

Prosecution & conviction, 219-20, 
227, 22 S • 

Public health, 239, 240, 241, 247, 
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Public Works Department, 163, 229 
— (Roads), 165. 229 

/ 

Q 

Quit India movemenc, 66 
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200. 201,• 205, 204, 315, 528 ^ 
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Raj5bhStkha>ra, 167, I69r 170, 528 
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91. 92, 115. 264 
Rajganj, 240 

-- Block, 106, 129, 145, 190, 

192, 231, 255, 242, 243, 

244, 245, 252, 253 
-- Police Station, 3, 69, 76, 

105, 138. )i6. 213, 216, 

2fr0, 227, 241, 285 
Kamakrishn^ Mission, 85 
Ramshalhat, 166, 167, 170, 328-29 
Rehti. 14, 21 
Reform movement, 85 ^ 

Religion, 82-7 
Renigango, 9 
Rennells’ survey, 12 
Rent, 203-04. 205. 208-09 
Reserve forest, 8, 31. 115 
Revenue. 66, 116. 198, 109, 201, 
204, 205, 215-17 

— survey^ 4 

Roads, 163-64, 238 , 239. 241, 249 
Road Cess Committee, 238-39 
Road Transport, 168-64 
Rudrasimha‘s Buranji, 52 
Ruk ruka, H, ,44 
Runtuk and Basek, 84, 85 
Rupnirlyan, 57 

Rural electrification, 124, 197 
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71, 72. 75 
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Sadani4(5adri), 79. 80, 81. 86 • 

Snd/inlrfi, 10, 11 

Sadar Subdivision (Sec falpaiguri) 
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m. 8. 9, 50, 31. 115,-116 
Sanitation, 272, 289 . 

SankOfih, .8, 9, 14,. 16, 17, 54r 115 
SannyasSaia, 32$ .. * 

SnnnydsSs, 60, 61 v ^ 

Sanskrit education. 264. 265, 266* 
.Santali, 80 . ... 
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Santals, «2, 85, 87, 89. 91 92. 210. 
221 

SataU, 135. 156. 301 
SitySgrah^ movemeni, 64 
Scheduled Cagles, 142-44, ^€3-64, 
302-03 

Scheduled Tribe, 142-44, 263-64, 
502-05 

Scientific i^rkulturc, 106 
School health, 286 
Schools, 254-60 
Secondary Education, 255-58 
Seed, 107, 230 
— farms, J07. 250 * 

Sericulture, 235, 324 
Sikhs, 82, 87 
Sill Torsa, 14 
Sinchula hills, 9, 319-20 
Sishyasiihha (3Uu), 55, 56, 199, 
203 

5iva — worship. 83-4, 325 
Small-pox, 273, 274 
Small-Scale Industry, 122.* 125-30, 
144, 145 

Social 205 

Social Welfare, 265 * 

South Berubari Union No. 12, 7 
Spining; and weaving school. 64 
Sports Association, 266, 267 
Springs, 16 
3ri Bhuiivarman, 49 
Stadium. 267 

Sute Assisnance, Agriculture, 107, 
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— Industries, 127-28, 129, 130, 
144. 145, 232-33 ^^ 

Slate Highway, 164 
Sthiiavarman, 49 • 
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Swadesi industry, 64 
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Taiuricisiu, 83. 84, 87 
Tashigadn, 16 
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— Income, 215 

— Motor Vehicles RegHiration, 
216-17 

Tea, 8, 62, 63. 65. 72, 78, 130-36, 
149, 170, 215, 267, .285, 318, 
319, 320' 321, 325, 326 
— Cultivation, 131-35, 135, 
205. 207 

industry, 62, 72 

— estates, 131, 134 

— > gardens, 63, 72 ^ ► 
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— labourers, 65. 72, 87, 186, 

187, 239, 267, 285 
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Teak, 116 

‘Tebhaga Movement’, 209-10 
Technical training centre. 262-63 
Telephone Exchange, 172-73 
1 errorist movement, 64, 65 
Theosophical Lodge, 85, 283 
Tibetan Refugee Lama Asrama, 
319 

Tibeto-Burman, 48. 51, 56, 77, 
78, 80. 81 

— Mongoloi</,^ 48 ^ 5^ 

Timber. 17. 30, 31. 116, 117, 149 
Timgyadeva, 51 

Tista (I'eesta) or Dista. 1, 3. 8. 
9, 10-12, 13, 18-20, 22. 42, 43, 
44, 45, 46. 47, 52, 53. 60, 61, 
84, 100, 102-03, 115, 170, 319 
— Barrage Project, 102-03 
— Basin, 18, 19 
‘Tista Gun’, 20, 47 
— Rood, 18-20, 42-7 
Tol, 264 

Torsi, 9, 14-5, 20, 21, 100. 115, 
135, 170, 206, 210 
Toto, 81, 2J0 

— para, 210 
T^rist facilities, 170-71 
Trade Assot^ation. 151 
TYansport facilities, 164-65, 170 
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(iiiculUvaied Land. d9 
*Uiiion boards, 240-41 
UnnieLallcd Roads, 16S 
Untouc^iability, 65 
Upend ranariyan, 58 
Upper Tandu Foresi Range, 54 
Urbani/aiion, 68 , 95*6 
Urban population, 67► 68, 69, 70, 
71, 72. 75 
Urdu. 79 

V 

Vacduiiliou, 113. U4, 247-48, 250, 
275. 289, 290 
Vaidyadeva, 51 
Vegciatioo, 26-$0 
VeliiJcs, 164, 165-66, 217 
Veterinary, 114, 281 
-- aid, 112-14, 231 
Vidlian Parishad, 314 

Sabha, 804-08, 310-12 
Vi kra rnadeva, 59 
Village road. 164 
V'iivaAimlia (Vlsu), 54, 55, 56, 

195 

V ital Statistics, 276-78 
Voluntary Social Services, 515-17 

W 

Wages, 136. 186-87 
Warehouses, 151 


Wa»;tc land. 99, 204, 205, 206 
Water supply, 247. 249-50, 272 
274, 276. 291. 292 
Water Nvays, 170 

Weij^iis and it)casurcs, *235 
VVelfate, 'oackward classes, 268, 
802-03, 317 
— Child, 516 

— Labour, 185-86, 234‘85, 301 
— IVihil, 263. 317 
— Women's 316 
— Youth, 266, 267 
WBSKR, (West Bengal Stale Elec¬ 
tricity * Board), 122-24. 196-97, 

248. 250 

Western Duars, 1, 8, 56, 62, 100, 
lOS, 105, 115. 150. 151, 135. 
199. 201, 2U4. 205, 206, 254-55, 
271. 272 

Wild Lilc, 52. 53, 54. 35, 822. 
325 

— Sanctuary. 32-4, 228-24. 

322, 325 


Youth Hostel, 267 
-- Welfare, 266. 267 
Vuan Chwang. 10 

2 

Zilla Parishad, 4. 16^ 170. 175. 
176, 241, 251, 289. 291 
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